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THE DEMIMONDEDEMI MONDE OF PARIS
I1

the paris journals lately surprised
their french and startled their foreign
readers by an announcement for which
after all both should have been pre-
pared no one who is at all conversant
with the ordinary course of parisian
life we do not say familifamiliarax with its jnuin
ner mysteries ought to have been as-
tonishedtonished athearing that certain grandea
dames of french society had sought for
invitations to a masked ball which
was to have been given by a distin-
guished leader demimondedemi monde we have
had in our country certain faint and
partial indications of the curiosity re-
vealed in an awkward and hesitating
sort of way english great ladies once
made an oftoff night for therntheinthemselvesselves at
cremornecreOremorne in order to catch a flflyingI1
and furtive glance not of the normanormnnormal
idols of these gay gardens but of the
mere scenic accessories to their attrac-
tions and triumphs but as yet we
have never hearheard that the matronsmatrona of
english society have sought an intro-
duction to the lais of 13brompton or the
phyrne of mayfair even under the de-
corous concealment of mask andana domi-
no nor has it yet been advertised
here that the motive of so unusual a
request was a desiredesiro to learn the arts
and tactics by which the gilded youth
and it might be added ahe gilded age
of thee country is subjected to the thrall
of venal and meretricious beauty

THETILE FRENCH women
that such a rumor should be circula-

ted and believed in france is to use
the current slang highly suggestive I1

it suggests a contrast of the strongestagest
though it is far from a pleasing kind
between the society of todayto day and the
society of other days it was long the
special boast of the french that with
them women enjoyed an influence
which in no other part of the world
was accorded to their sex and that this
influence was as much due to their
mental as to their physical charms
the women of other nations have been
more beautiful to the french women
were specially given the power of fasci-
nation and it was the peculiar charac-
teristicte of her fascination that its exer-
cise involved no discredit to the sense
or to the sensibility of the men who
yielded to it A power which showed
itself a much inin the brilliance of
bon and repartee as in smiles and
glances a grace of language and ex-
pression which enhanced every grace
of feature and of attitude a logic which
placed in the form of epigram and the
self respect was set off rather than con-
cealed by the maintenance of the most
uniform courtesy to others such were
the airs and insignia of the empire
which the most celebrated french wo-
men from the days of nininAlainmaintenontenon and
dedo sevigne to those of madame roland
or those of madame Recamier exercis-
ed over the warriors sages and states-
men of france the homage paid by
the men to the briliantbrillant women who
charmed the society which they had
helped to create may not always have
been perfectly disinterested thefriendship of the women for their illus-
trious admirers may not always have
been perfectly platonic there may
have been some impropriety or as our
puritan friends would say some sinsin
in the intercourse of some of the most
celebrated french men and french
women yet even this could not be
predicated cfallof allali madame de Sevignes
reputation comes out clear and spotless
even from the foulest assault of wound-
ed vanity and slighted love we do
riot forget the comprehensive loves and
the deliberate inconstancy of ninon
butnut ninon corrupt as she may have
been was not venal she did not ruin
her lovers by her and
then receive their wives and sisters in
her salons she was courted by vir-tuous and elegant women because she
was tifethe single and solitary instance of
virtue
THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE SEXES

whatever may have been the rela-
tions between the sexes in those days
it was at least free from grossness thecharms which attracted men to the mat-
son rambouilletramEambouillet were not those of sense
alonealalie ojor were at once spirited grace-
ful elegant and vivacious to an ac-
complishedcomplis heded man there is aioyioio greater
social treat than to hear good french
spoken by educated and clever french
women in their hands a language ofaf
which both the excellencies and the
defects eminently qualify it for the
purpose of conversational combat be-
comes a weapon of dazzling fence
those delicate turns of phrase which
imply so much more than they express
fly like parthian shafts and the little
commonplacescommon places which may mean noth-
ingin do what the pawns do when man

by a clever chess player
everything and in the age when the
empireempire of french women rested upon
their grace and power in conversation
there was ample matter to task their
remarkable talents it was an age of
new ideas government religion and
philosophy the administration of the
kingdom and the administration of the
universe the rights of idkings to be obey-
ed by their people and the right of the
creator to the adorationadoration of his crea-
tures the claims of privilege and the
claims of prerogative the pretensions of
rank and the pretensionspie tensions odtheof the tatrafurleturierf
the conflict of science and theology
all these furnished materials for the
tongtonguesulesties of the clever women materials
of which the clever women availed
themselves the final result was not
indeed wholly satisfactory how many
a short sharsharp sarcasm shot from the
tongue of brilliantbr causocauseuses resoundedsoundedre
on the gilded rooms wherein etwasit was first
hurled how many a satire sugared
with compliment at which rival beaus
chuckled with delight came back with
its uncovered venom to the hearts of
those whose adinadmirationfration had first pro-
voked it how many a gibe of reckless
truth aimed at courts and nobles dis-
tilled through lackeys andarid waiting
maids into the streets of paris to whet
the after wrath of that fierce canaille
many of those clever women had better
been silent many of those pungent epi-
grams had better been unsaid still
while the spirited talk went life was
illumed by no common brilliance and
vice not only decked itself but forgot
itself in the guise of intelligence and
wit

TILETHE SALONSSALONS OF PARISranis
but what a chanchangechanee is it nawnow there

are drawing rooms inin paris which are
more brilliant and gorgeous that any
that de sevigne or BeRecamiercamler ever sat
in but their brilliancy and splendor
are not of such airy i as
genius or wit they are solidid substan-
tiala tangible they are the brilliance
and the splendor not of able men and
women but ofbof the upholsterer the
chanician and the decorator there
is gold there is marble there is lapis
lazuli there are pictures stains dormu
lu clocks there are rich velvetsvelvealts and
cloudlikecloud like lace and a blaze of ame

rubies and diamonds there
are trains of imperial dimensions and
tiarasgiaras of imperial brightness
THE FEMALE LEADERS OF FRENCH

SOCIETY WHO ARE THEY
and in whose honor is all this grand

display to whom is the court paid by
this mob of sombre clad and neatly
gloved men of every age 1 from 20 to GO60
who have taken the place of the great
female leaders of society whose names
have added lustre to france strange
as it may seem their successors are se
condratecond rate or third rate actresses opera
dancers and singers at public rooms
and public gardens we do not intend
to undertake the superfluous task of
penning a moral diatribe or inveighinginveiglinginveighing
against the immorality of the age ser-
mons there are and will be in abun-
dance on so prolific and provoking a
theme in every age actresses and bal-
let girls have had their admirers in
every age probably they will continue
to have their admirers but what is
worthy of note is this formerly this
admiration was of a private kind the
worshippersshipperswor adored their divinities in
secret the temples of the goddesses
wereyere at any rate not obtruded on the

public eye nor in possession of the most
open public and splendid streets the
cult too was confined to a narrower
circlecirciecircle
HOW ACTRESSES 01olbraOPERAeraBRA DANCERS ETC 1

ARE worshippedWORSHIPPED THE BOHEMIANS

but now all this is changed the fariesfanes
of the divinities are splendid and in the
most splendidpienplendid streets the euitcult is open
avowed public the worshippersworshippers are
of every age and are all equally indiff-
erent to secrecy there is no restriction
andaudandriono exclusion save on two grounds
thothosese ofpoverty and intelligence there
is a kind of intellect admitted in this
gorgeous coterie but it is intellectintellection in liv-
ery the dramatic authors and the
drama are now as much appendages to
to the dramatic courtesancourtezan as her coach-
man and her chambermaid where
professional reputation depends on sce-
nic effect and sceniescenic effect cldependsdepend upon
the put into the actress
mouth and the applause with which
their delivery is received the man who
concocts the equivogues and the manwanman
who criticisescriticizes their delivery become
equally objects ofattention to the actress
who is looking out for a clientele sav-
ing these necessary as-
sembliessemblies are composed of rich old men
anxious to dissipate the money which
they have made and the rich young
nienmen anxious to dissipate the wealth

wwhich they have inherited and now
we hear that the wives and sisters of
those men seek admission to these

halls
respectable WOMEN visiting4 THE

it is indeindeedei not an unnatural though
it is far from a decent curiosity which
prompts ladies entitled to the reputa-
tion ofvirtue to examine something of
the life and domestic economy of those
ladies whosewhoso very existence presupposes
an entire repudiation of virtue the
married women naturally desire to
know something of the manners and
mein and language of the rivals whose
hearts have divided their own husbands
treasures into alien and obnoxious chan-
nels a wife hears that her hus-
band has at one magnificent stroke of
the bourse carried off or 2000

francs she is curious to ascertain
the process by which no inconsiderable
proportion of these winnings has been

affected to the payment of milemlle the
odood rilles debts or the purchase of mile
valentines brougham and the anx-
iousiouslous mother thohaswho has long dreamed of
the ceremony which might unite the
fortunes of her dear aleidealcide withith the dot
of haherer opulent neighbors daughter is
tortured between the misery of frustra-
ted hopes and curiosity to understand
the motives which impel alcide to be-
come

T

the daily visitor of milemlle gabri-
elle in thelruethetho rueeue d arcade and her daily
companion when riding on the bois de
boulogneboulogne certainly the subject is a
very curiouseurious one but does the solu-
tion of the problem quite justify the
means taken to solveboive it might not
enough be inferred from the antecedent
history of those who are the subject of
it to dispense with the necessity of a
nearer examination take a number of
women of the lower classes from the
different provinces of france with no
refinement withwitha a mere shred of edu-
cation andand with but small claims to
what an english eye would regard as
beauty but compensating for lack of
knowledge education and refinement
by a vivacity and coquetry peculiarly
french take these women up to paris
tutor them as stage supernumerariesand
parade before them the example of deouthou-
sands of the more successful loretterlorettes
and the rest may be imagined from
these general premises it is not difficult
to conjecture the product obtained to
conceive the manner on which young
gentlemen dote a manner made up of
impudence and grimace that reparteemchuchwhich mainly consistsconsist of a new slang
hardly known two miles beyond the
M adelette those doubles ententeentendersra of
which perhaps memory is less the pa-
rent than instinct and that flattery
which is always coarse and always ve-
nalna 1 it would be erroneous to say thatwe
have here given a complete picture of the
class which certain leaders of parisian
fashion wish to study there are in the
ororinaloriginalinalinai traitstrails and features which we
ccould not describe and which it is not
necessary for us jo0o attempt to describe
as they are portrayed in the pages of the
satirist who has immortalized the vices
of the most corrupt city at its most cor-
rupt era juvenal will supply what is
wewantingenting to our imperfect delineation
english ladiesladles may read him in the vig-
orous paraphrases of dryden and giff-
ord while their french co temporaries
may arrive at a livelier conception of
what we dare not express if they only
stay till supper crowns the festal scene
of the masked ball if they 0outstay
that they will have learned a lesson the
value of which we leave to themselves
to compute

it is idle to say that curiosity of this
kind is harmless because it is confined
to few only a few indeed may have
contemplated the extreme step of being
present at the satursaturnalianallanalia odtheof the demi-
monde but how many others have
thought of them and talked of them
to how many leaders of society are the
doings of these women the subject of
dallydaily curiosity and daily conversation
how many or at all events
noble dames regular attendants at
mass arbiters offashion and ornaments
of the church honor with their inquis-
itivenessitiveness women of whose existence
twenty years ago no decent french wo-
man was presumed to have any know-
ledge and do these noble ladies sup-
poseose that this curiosity is disregardedEbyy the adventuressesadventuresses from aries or
strasburg bordeaux or rouenbouen whom
successful prostitution has doweredcowered with
lace diamonds carriages and opera box-
es do they suppose that the professed
admiration of the young palipall
for the ex and ballet girls of
paris has not a more potent effect when
combined with the ill concealed interest
of their mothers and sisistersstere and whatthat
that effect is on the men in one class
and on the women in another a very
slightC knowledge of human nature is

sufficientclentelent to suggest that girls of mod-
erately good looks will contentedly con-
tinue to ply the shuttle at lyons ofor to
drudge ashousehold servants in britta-
ny or to ttrudgerudge home to a supperlesslesi
criefiamberchamber in paris with the bare earn-
ings of a supernumerary or
at a small ttheatredatre when a mere sacrifice
of chastity may enable them not only
to ruin young dukes and counts but to
become the theme and admiration of
duchesses and countessescountesses is a supposi-
tion which involves too high a belief in
human virtue and the conditions we
have named ayeaieare bound to be fatal to the
poor french women and as for the
men what must be the effect on them
debarreddebarresDebarred from the stirring conflict of
politics exiled so as to speak
natural arena of patriotic ambition
knowing no that of nov-
els in which courte are the heroes
and caring for no society but that of
which courte are the leaders diver-
sifying the excitement of the hazard
table anddad the betting room with the ex-
citementcit of the coulisses learning from
their habitual associations to lose that
reverence for women and that courteous
attention to them which are popularly
supposed to have at one time character-
ized the gentlemen they par-
tially redeem the degradation which
they court by showing that even a mix-
ture of vapid frivolity sensual indul-
gence and senseless extravagance is in-
sufficient to corrupt a nation unless al-
so the female leaders of society eonconconspirespire
to select for their notice and admiration
those creatures for whom the law odtheof the
land would better have provided the su-
pervisionpervision of the police and the certifi-
cate of professional prostitution when
virtuous women of birth and position
rub shoulders with strumpetsstrumpets protests
are useless and prophecies arearc super-
fluous for the taint which goes before
destruction is already poisoning the
heart of the nation

cannot paris as portrayedportraybd in the
foregoing atiarticle1 cleele fairly claim close re-
lationshiplatiiatilation1 ship to the cities of the plain

BETS MATCHmatchmakingMAKING

the only time Ifeverever tried mattmatchh ma
king in my life was when I1 was seven-
teen and I1 then so burnt my fingers
over the business that I1 took care never
to meddle with it again I1 was living
at the time with my stepmother on her
farm near ballymenaBallymena myaly father was
dead and mymj stepmother did not liiIIIlikeilko
me she had placed meine for a time with
a milliner in the town but finding it
expensive supporting me apraaraparic from
her had me taken away again she
was thinking of a second marriamarriage9e
though I1 did not know it at the titimeme
but this I1 did know that she had writ-
ten to some distant friends of my fath-
ers in america who had unwillingly
consented to take me off her hands

I1 dont think it would have been half
as hard for affieme to have made up my
mind to die for I1 was a shy little thing
without a bit of couragecouran to deal with
strangers and my heartheary was fit to burst
at the thought of leaving the very few
friends whomwilom I1 had to loveiove and my
own little corner of the world where
the trees and thathe roads knew me but
I1 feltfell it would have to be done and I1
lay awake all night after the letter ar-
rived trying to think how ever
be brave enough to say goodbyegood bye to my
dear friend grace byrne and to gra-
des

gra-
ciels lover donnell anido nellneil

gracie was the cleverest of all miss
dorans apprentices she was anor
phan without a friend to look after her
and she was the lowliestloviovliest girl in the
couretcourtlycou rily people said she was proud and
vain pubputut I1 never could think she was
either she and I1 loved one another
dearly

i
though I1 cannot think what at-

tractedtraeted her to poor little plain me she
had plenty ofadmirers and she
it finely amongst them but the only
one to whom I1 would have given hecher
with all my heart was donnell adon
nell and oh dear he was the veriverbvery
one whom she would not look at

donnell and I1 were great friends and
I1 had promised to do all I1 coula to helpheip
him with gradegracie he was young and
strong and as bonny a man as could be
seen he had a fine farm all his own
some three miles across the eollcolicountry
from my stepmothers place if gradegrase
would but marry him she would jivelive
likejike a lady andnd drive infointo ballBalballymenalymenamenamenn
on her own jaunting car nutzButZbut sheewaswas
always saying that she would go away
to london and be a great westvest end
milliner this terrified me badly see-
ing that london is such a wicked place

my stepinstepmotherotheruther was always crying out
that gradegraue would come to a sorrowful
end which made me wild andas I1 layacaeawake that wretched night I1 thought a
great deal about what Mmighteglit happenha pen to
her if she went to london by ierLerherselfherselfselfseif


