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gagement, and he was driven back a
block or so to the square of the Merced
church. ¥ere he tore up the pavement
and made  barricades. He put his
cannon in the church towers, and for
three days Lima was fllled with fight-
ing soldlers. The storea were ail
closed. The people did not dare to
venture out on the streets, and such
as showed their faces at the windows
were fired at by the Caceres soldiers.
Caceres was not at all popular with the
people, and many of his oflicers were
shot from the second-story windows by
those who Bympathlzed with Plerola.

At the end of the third day the foreign |
legations took the matter in hand, ana|
told Caceres the revolutlon must stop. |

Pierola's men salid that they would cut
the water plpes and fire the town It

Caeercs dld not abdieate, and, between |

the two, Caceres was forced out ot
office, and a provisional government
appointed untll an election could be
had. At this election Plerola was

chozen presldent by an overwhelming-

majority. This was about two years
ago, and he has stil] almost two Yeara
to serve. When he goes out one of
hla men will probably take hls place,
though I am told that Caceres is now
In Buenos Ayres.plotting how he may
again get into power.

Peru js one of the richest countries
on the face of the globe, and today
the Peruvians are comparatively
among the poorest of peoples. I say
comparatively, for they have been 5S¢
wealthy that what seems poverty to
them would stlll be riches to others. By
the Peruvians I mean the aristqcracy
and the ruling classes, The people
who own Peru are chlefly those of
Spanieh descent. Some of these are
crossed with the Indians, but the chlef
property holders and the men who
have now and have always had the
eream of thc country are the pure
whites. These are very few., No-
where In the world will you find such
a condition as has always exlated In
this country. There are in Peru about
three million people, or about a8 many
as In Greater New York. Ot these

67 per cent are pure Indians and about |
23 per cent are of mixed races, com-

Ing from the unlon of the Indlans anqd
the negro ex-slaves and "of the Span-
iards and Indlans.
five is pure white, and of these whites
there have always been a select few
who have practlically owned the coun-
try

owners shows how poorly the Spanlards
are fitted to govern a people or build
up a nation. The story of Cuba s not
a new one. When Plzarro came hare
and conquered the Incas he found a
high state of clvilization. Peru was
then supporting a population of from
ten to twenty millions. The Andes were
cultlvated to their tops, and what la
now largely desert was by a syatem
of fine aqueducts and canals rich
farms. The masses of the people then
as now worked for their rulera, but
the laws were such that every one was
well fed and housed, and by a system
of public granaries there was no want.
There was plenty of gold and sllver,
but neither metal was used a8 money,
and the:pople, in fact, do not seem to
have had money. They were hard
working and peaceful when the Span-
lards Invaded them, and took away the
richest booty that one nation ever got
by oppressing another. From one Inca
temple Plzarro took 42,000 pounds of
gold and 82,000 pounds of silver. The
pllver najls in one temple welghed
22 000 ounces. You remember the room
hatlf rull of gold which the Inca king
gathered for him as a ransom. They
collected vast quantitles of the precious
metals from the citles, temples and
palaces In other parts of the country
and made Spaln rich for a century or
more. They enslaved the people and
made them work for them, and later

Not one man in|

The story of Peru and {t3 Spanish’

on brought Africans and other :;1:1\4'9!!1l

in to ald them in the mines and on
their plantations. They had here the
richest atlver mlnes known, when all-
ver wag at par with gold, and for cen-
turles falirly rolled in wealth. In addi-
tlon to this they had tha vast labor
capital of the Indlans.

The civillzed Indlans of Peru afe not
;accumulators. They do not care for
! more than the day, and they are wllling
to work hard tor jJust enough to sup-
port themselves and thelr families.
These people, even after slavery waa
abollshed, continued to labor for the
whites. They are a very good class or
workmen, and had they been handled
by English or any other Anglo-8axon
combination, Peru would still be the
wealthiest country of thls hemisphere.
Under the Spanlards the area of culti-
vated land became steadlly less. the
population fell off, and there Is not
one-third a8 many people here now as
when Pizarro came. 'The roads, not-
withstanding modern Inventions, are
not ag good am they were In the days
of the Incas, and the condition of the
common people 18 very much worse.

Still the Bpanish Peruvians, up until
the war with Chlle, remained rich. The
sllver mines of Cerro de Pasco turned
out vast sums and the government
revenues were so large that there was
good plcking for every one with any
kind of a pull. One of the viceroys
of the eleventh century rode from his
palace to the cathedral in T.ima over
a path paved with ingots of solld sil-
ver. HIs horse was shod with shoes
of solld gold, and every hair of the
horse’s mane and tajl was strung with
pearls. Later on, to the wealth of
the mines was added that of the guano,
and Peru got hundreds of milllons nf
dollars out of her manure plles. This
source of wealth was being worked
when the great nitrate flelds were
discovered and In 1878 Peru exported
317,000,000 worth of mnitrate, which In
the then wvalue of silver was worth
nearly twice as much as all her ex-
ports In 1836. The total exports that
year were $47,000,000 and the govern-
ment recelpts from guano and nitrate

and other sources were more than
$17,000,000. Then the Chileans, who
were poor, cast their covetous eyes

upon these riches. They trumped up

an excuse for war about their boun-

dary Hnes and invaded the country.
They had about 26,000 men, and they
laid Peru waste, demanding ransom
of wvarious sectlons and destroying
everything when it was not granted,
At Chimbote, north of here, there was
a sugar factory and railroad shops
filled with fine machinery imported
from the United States. The Chilean
general demanded that the ownera
should pay him $100,000 in three days,
They could not and they blew up the
machinery with dynamite, destroyed
the beautiful houses of the haciendnms
and killed 500 gheep, which hls soldlers
could not carry off. The Chiléean army
destroyed the magnlficent resldences
at the summer resorts below Lima.
In thelr fighta they gave no quarter,
bayonettlng not only the wounded sol-
dlers, but the defenseless clvilians as
well. They looted Lima, taking the
unjversity for a barracks, and de-
stroyed the archives. They also sacked
the publle library, which contained
50.000 volumes and many valuable
manuscripts. They even robbed the
zoologlical garden, sending an elephant
to Chile. They cleaned out the palace
and the treasury and collected mil-
HHons In the way of customs, getting
528,000,000 In one year from that source
alone. The war lasted for nearly
three years and when it was closed by
the cession to Chile of the nitrate ter-
ritory, which she coveted, Peru had
been raked by the Chllean soldiers as
with a fine tooth comb, and nearly

everything of value taken away. I
u~derstand that the Chlfeans have now
apout used up all that they atole and
that they¥ are making trouble with
the Argentines in the hope of another
great haul. Blpce then Peru has had
a number of revolutlons such as
have described and between the upper
and nether mlll stopes of personal
politles, the people have had littie
chance to do anything but keep out
of the way of the bullets.

Since Plerola has been president,
however, the eountry has been re-
markably qulet and the general bellef
here is that thls wlll continue. Busi-
ness s steadily growing better and
there are a number of movements un-
der way for Internal development.
Foreign capital Is eoming in and the
president Is dolng what he can to en-
courage it. He is Improving Lima, re-

! pairing the great cathedral, bullding a

new city postoffice and, as far as pos-
sible, reorganlzing the army. The
president of a South Amerlcan repub-
lle has far more power, ln Some things
than the President of the Unlted
States. He practicaily decldes every-
thing, although his cabinet minlsters

must approve hls acts to make them
valid, He practically controls con-
gress, to a large extent, grants the

concesslons which are glven for public
and private works, and has much to
do with the management of the reve-
nues. Thils country is, you know. a
Cathollc country. The pope sends &
delegate to the court of Peru and there
are ore priests here than congress-
men. All other religions excepting the
Catholle are prohlbited by the consti-
tutjon, though Protestant church ser-’
vices are tolerated in Lima and Callao.
There are only 6,000 Protestants In aldk
Peru, and untll last fall a marriage, to
be legltimate. had to be celebrated !n
the Catholic church and according to
Ita ceremonies. The offspring of other
marriages were not considered legitl-
mate, and the average Peruvian looked
upon the married foreigners here as
living outslde the marriage relation. It
was Iargely through Plerola that this
has been changed. and I am told he
would llke to restrict the powers of the
priests still further, though it gseems to
me that the money he s spending on
the churches shows he [3 trying to cur-
ry tavor with the clerical Tactions.
THE CONGRESS OF PERIJ.

I paild a visit today to the two houses
of congress of Peru. This country has
a constitution which {s modeled some-
what after ours. The Ilaw-making
power i8 composed of a senate and a
house of deputles. The genators are
elected for four years and the deputjes
for two. The sesalona begin an the
28th ot July. which §s the anniversary
of Peru's Independence of Spain, and
they last ninety days. 'The salary of
each membetr of congress 18 $15 jn sallver
n day, or about 3$7.60 In our money.
Deputies must he twenty-five years of
age and have an income of 2600 a year.
Senators must be thirty-five years of
age and thefr Incomes must be $1.000 a
vear. If the memhers are. however,
professors of sclence, the question of
fncome is not rajsed.

Both houses are on the Plaza of the
Inquisition, where that terrihle court
sat in times past. Peru wns the cen-
ter of Catholleiem In western Bouth
America for more than twa centuries.
and from the Trthrous -of Panama to
the Straits of Megellan heretirs were
brought here to he' tried. The most
horrible of tortures were used and
many were hurned at the atake. It 1S
a strange commentary nn the changes
of the times that the senate nf Peru
sits today In the very rrom in which
the inqulsition court held Its sesalons,
and that speeches in favnr nf frea
thought are made In the very hall In
which the moet terrible bimnta of the
past were tortured and slaughtered un-



