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desigpated in regnlar order to wot in
r0ob an emergency. Buch sn sppoint-
meot holda good 838 coming from duly
oopetitoted anthoritier. But if thie be
not dore, then the voleoe of the Baints
at the meeting mubt deolde who ot the
qualifled perrone present ahnll lake the
Jeso; and & High Priest or espy ope
else haoe n right to make engegestione or
call tbe meeting to order with s view
of determining the ghoice of one to
ocopndootl the services.

—_— e

THE PROPHECY OF AMOS,

A Reader,” residlbg ot Bandy,
Ulsh, robmite the following lngquilry
to the NKwB!

Thero has heon a difference of opinion

among a bumber of 1the hretbren bore
concerning the eighth cbupter of Amos,

1ith and 121b veraer, which read as
followe:
*11. Behold, the days come, railh the

Lord God, that I will send a fsmine In
lbe land, not & famine of bresd, nora
thirst for water, but of hearing tbe words
of the Lord,
. *12. And they eball wander trom sea
to sea, and from the porth even 10 the
ensl, they shall run to and 1ro 1o geek the
word of 1he Lord, and shall not fied iL."
It is beld by some that this was ful-
filled in the condition of the world from
the time of the general apostasy to the
resloration of the Gosrpei through the
Prophet Joseph. Oibhers bold, and claim
tbat this wasihe general version given
by missloparies ;o the ¢ld coaniry yemra
#g0, that It has not heen fulﬂl{ed, but
will be wher 1he Goapal isn wilbhdrawn
froro the nations. CaO you inform us
throogh the columns of the NEws whiob
is correct?

A carefol reading of the propbeoy ol
A mos, and comparisob with the pre-
dictions of cotemporary and aooceed-
ing Fropbets, will b w thsl In the
pert of the propbecy queted, Amoa
hed direot reterepoe to the Lernellies
who Inphabited tbe land of Palestine,
Hebad 10ld the people of thelr wrong-
dojpg, bad exhorted them (o repent-
ance, »nd remjpnoed them of what the
Lord bad done ter them. Hisexhort-
atione eseemed to bave no effeot in
turping them to the right, so be et
forth 1n visjione the spproeching de.
siroction of the people, until the inbah-
itants of Bethel tried to prohibit hjm
from plophesying any more among
them {chspter vi}). Buol be conlivned
in lhe nppme of the Lord, who bad
sent bhim, to describe the near destino-
tion of the natlon. Having done eo,
be clises his prophe¢cy with a few
vereer (ohapter Ix: 11—15) on a etily
fotore reetoratlon, the glory of whioh
#ball be sbhared by Edum apd uviber
Genltile natione—a prediotion referred
toip Acts xv: 16, ee beginning to he
fulfilled in the eslublishment of the
Chuich of Chrlet.

The dates’ of Amos’s prophecy re-
ferred to is uboat 787 B, C.; wpu it may
bhe poted tbet 1m 2 Kingsxv: 10, 1e
recorced part of fte fowtliment, 10 773
B. O.—that meptioned In Amoe vii:
10; it os sbowing that It was ulrectly
to” lernel, snd hegan with the jm-
mediaté (ulore, coptinulog to Lhe
premise of fipal restoration, in the
genera) form in whiob It is oftep
mebntioned, Farther, the eseventh
obupter of Ereslel psarallels the elghth

l

chapter of Am:s in several respeote,
notahly tbe second verse of each,
which mukes the direct applloatlon to
lsrael, and Ezselel vil: 26, whjob ooD-
tanipp the pame idea as thal olr oorree-
pondent hus quoted. This found
rendy fulfiilment in the period follow-
fog Malachi, 397 B. C., it indeed it dld
not do eoc hetween Nsbhum and
Zephaniah, 650 10 640 B. 0. A oobndi-
tion of darknees similar to Lhal
Jdesoribed by the Prophet Amos alsc
existed in Palestlne ufter Christ, and
cererally durlpg the gresnt aposiasy of
the jater dispensation, se bietory fre-
quently repeats iteel! in the life ot soc-
cessve natione,

As to n supposed possible falfilliment
ot this paiticular propheoy at 8 future
time, it should bhe rememberad
that the (Goepel will not be withdrawn
frem the pations except hy their re
jeciton of it, sond that it wili not be
withdrewn from esrth at all so that
thoee who eearch hobnestly snd dili
gently for it cennot fnd it. The
word of the Lord is1evealed 1o earth,
and wiil continue 1o he proolalmed by
the voloe of His eervante, and by Hie
judgments upon wrongdoers, till the
ushering in of the great and fioal ree.
oration foretold by the Fropbeta.

ABOUT FASTING.

A reader of the NEwS writes from
Teton, Idaho, meking ihe following
questiope:

1. What wans the fest predicated on?

2. Waa it for the henefit of ths poor,
or to recelve more of the Splrit?

3, Can n member eat hreakfast and
receive as much hepefit hy paying as
muoch as 1f he had fasted? Is it es accept-
ahle to the Lord?

1, The (st wns predicaled on the
commendment of the Lord to fast and
pray. It bms heen sn orderin His
Chorob from the bheginoing, a® may be
ascertalped hy t(besaored reoords of
hoth emstern and western hemisphures,
It is » potent meane of Invoklog the
divine hleselng.

2, Fastipg s » meuans of sacrifice
and hamility to ohtain Llessinge from
the Lord, The fust la not tor the
bepetit of the poor apy mote thano for
the benefit of sny epne elee who faste,
or n whoee beball fasting and prayer
are resorted lo. Proper f[ame are s
means of Freoslving uivine graoe, The
peyment ot the last offeringa was ju-
atitated for the hepent of the poor, and
aleo lor the hepefit of those who make
tuis enorifice to hlees the pror,

3. If » member hreaks fuay, he onn.
not be olessed as fasting, kI be pays
as muob oflering—or doubhle ae muoh,
whiob the rule requaires of sunh—he
gotw the henefit of the sacrifice made,
tbat of the voluntary offerlng made to
ibe poor, He ls rewarded fur bis
llberajity to the poor; bnt while gene-
roelty to othere brings ite recompenese,
it J» not u eubstitnte fpr the well-
saorifice involved o fa:ting, eny
more then , double fastiog wounlu
meet tbhe wholly distisot re-
quirement of giviug to Lthe
poot, Eaob hae ite particular objeot
und efleol, bul both are combined 89 Lo
time when the obligatlon aocroes, for
for the oolxmon good. A# lolhe Bo-
oeptabliity of any perion’s fast, so

moch depends on the individual”®
porition thut a categorioal reply to tbat
patt of the qoestlon oanoot he given.
Bome people tind il mooh ensier to fast
thano do othele; aDJ s0me Jive a0 muoch
hetter lives in other respeote, and ex-
erolse g0 much more fith, than do
otbhers, that an equual amount of fast-
lng brings ¢ifterent reerulis, Balvation
onmee by Kkeeping the whole law of
God, and canoot be meted oul by
Isolated aote or prinolples,

—_——

THE GOSPEL PRIMER.

Thie ta the title of a little treatire on
the firat Gospel principiee, written by
Willlam A. Morion, and printed by
the Juvepile Instrootor offioe. The
anuthor atates tbal 8 desire to psslat
putente to teach Lheir onildren the
first prioviples of the Gospel prempted
the poblioation of the little hook, It ls
divided into eleven obapters, each de-
voted to ope of the lollowine tonda-
mestal prinolplee: The Gospel—only
ouoe troe Gospel; faith in Goo; faith in
Jeens Christ; the power uf faith} re-
pentapoe; water haptlern; the Holy
Spirit; the Buorament; divipe sulbor-
ity; Chuarch organiZitlon; prager.
W helleve parents and Bunyay sohool
teaohers will be pleased with the
treatlse and find in it many ueeful
hints and thoug hts,

—_—

A FRISCOAN’S INQUI RIES.

A Ngws subsoriber at Frisco, [tab,
presents the followlng guestione, to
to whiob be deaires a rep)y: .

1. By whom wae Jobn the Baptist set
apuri to preach and baptize? realize
that be wae sent of God, baot who sec
him apsrt to haplize on the garth? Some
argue that ic was his father, but I can
find nothing directly to that effect.

2. Will Lhose lectures now being de-
livered in the Assembly Hall appesr In
pumpblet torm?

1.—~There is Do availuhle regord that
we know of a8 Lo whether or not John
the Baptist wae sel apart hy his fatber
Zaoharjrs, who wae a Prlest, and a®
suob bhad suthority to oruain Priests
nooording to rules that governed the
sumbnletratlon of his offlge, There
are #]8c MADY other inoidents in the
life of Jobhn the Haptist and others
which bielory does not relate, aod
which might be very interesting. Bat
the polat is pot a Yital one to Ihe call-
ing of John the Baptist, The essential
teot §s that he was sent of Q(od.
Aeg to the date of hie ordi-
natfon to Priesthood or the Indis
vldual who performed the oere-
mony, koowledge of these might be
faoteresting; botthe faot that be wes so
authorized or sent, and that by the
Almighty, Is tbe only guoestlon ue to
ble authortty, snu that |s definitely
settied, ue the inquirer asyn be reailzes.
And it is not an ecopomy ol tkmeé or
eftort to epeculate fartber thsn the
record sbows about acts whioh ere
logically kpoown to have heen pera
jormed, but of whlob the record (alis
to give a precise date or tell of some
of the notors therein, John the Bap-
tist wsus hiessed by sn angel to the-
misaion whioh be tulfllled as the fore-



