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Journal doubts that Intellectunl ac-
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. us as it was in great sections of the
ancient world. It asserts that the aver-
age private citlzen of Athenn, for in-
* THE OLI? YEAR. have held well attended meetings in|stance, was incomparably abler than
Frankfort, Hamburg, Berlin, Dresden, |the average member of the Knglish
The vear that is about to pass into|Stuttgart and other ecities and every-|parliament. Startling as this proposi-

the annals of hlstory Is in some re-
spects a notable one. For TJtah, 1897
will be known asg the year of jublilee,

and that event attracted the attention
of the world to her peonle and the
happy conditiong under which they are
living, It is belleved that 1897 has in-
anugurated an era of prosperity to the
United States and the discovery of
the Alagkan gold fields gives promise
of large additions to the nation’s re-
sources,

Looklng over the world at large the
picture presented at the close of the
year is In some reapects a sad one, All
Eudrope is8 an armed camp. Christian
natlions distrust each other., because
their policy individually and coliective-
ly is one of taking from the weaKer
what these cannot defend; it i8 a policy
of oppression instead of protection.
'"The flames of war In many places cast
their glare over the pages of the his-
tory of the dyving year, and if appear-
abces do not decelve it seems that
further plots are being lalkl, the de-
nouement of which may come as an in-
ternationai embroglle that will make
the earth tremble. Hardly less discour-
aging is the fact that misgovernme
both natlonal and municlpal. seems
flourish and that efforts for reform
grow more sporadie. There is unrest
among the masses.  In the various
countries it takes different forms, but
nearly everywhere it is heard as the
commotion in the atr before an ap-
proaching storm,

But there is a brighter side. Labor
has had its well-earned victories during
the year, And sc has science in its var-
ious branches. The need of a natjonal
Ingtitute of learning has been felt in
this country and the work. though pre-
paratory, may be classed among the
important achievements of the year.
When completed it will be a shining
light among the constellations of
knowledge in the world.

The progress of the Church during
the past year has been remarkahle. In
fact, it has attracted the attention of
those who had formed an 1idea that
Mormanism wae expiring some vears
ago, and frequently remarks have
been made in pulpit and press that the
religion of the Saints I8 as active as
ever. And it 1s. At home the people
are manifesting a deslre to pget a
'deeper understanding of the doctrine
of truth and to practice it. as they
understand it. The servants of the Lord
have the confidence and the affection
of the people and 2 spirit of -unity
prevailsa, There 18 a willingness to
make saerifices for the proclamation of
the Gospel on the part of young and
old, and the power of the Almlghty is
revealed in their midst. .

From reports recelved from time to
time from the various missionary fields
it is gathered that the Gosapel work is
progressing abroad, Elders F. M. Ly-
man and M.F.Cowley have been holding
a number of conferences and meetinga
4n the various states of the Unjon and
nearly everywhere found crow(s eager
to listen to thelr testimony, while the
Lord has set Hls seal upon the work by
gigns and wonsders following the hellev-
erq.

In Europe the missionary work is
equally satisfactory. Opportunities
tor preaching the Gospel
Switzerland and the German empire.
Liberty to preach i8 being granted more
freely than ever to the EKlders in Qer-
many, and as a consequence more souls
are added to the Church, Elders Ru-

multiply in}

where found many people willing
listen to their message of salvation.

In Scandinavia the reports from near-
Iv every conference have bheen satis-
factory. Souls are constantly being
added to the branches. The Nether-
lands mission is flourishing, and in
Great Britain the feeling of indifference
seems to be disappearing.

Simllar encouraging reports have
come from the islands of the sea, while
an immense field of labor ls about to
bhe opcned up in Asia, from which the
Gosprl message may go oul to the mil-
llons on that continent and 1 h the
scattered seed of the house of Isrwel
there.

It is a matter of sincere grntltude
that there have been more additlons
to the Church during the past vyear
than Iin any previous twelve months
of its history, and that the doprs are
sibout to be opened to vast multitudes
that have as yet not heard the Gospel,

One of the most imporant eventa con-
nected with the religlous worid abroad
is perhaps the Lambeth conference, at-
tended by 200 prelates from every part
of the Britlsh empire. This ecouncll
virtually rejected *the overtures of the
Catholic church for reconciliatlon ana
declared that the only eceleslastical
unity possihle was ane of purpose and
egsential beliefs, not one nf ¢eremonial.
It may be regarded as an official ap-
praval of the fractured ‘condition of the
Christian world and a denial of the
need of the offices of Apostles, Teach-
ers, ete., for the unification of the
Chureh.

These are some of the signs of the
time. To those who have gone out to
meet the Bridegroom and are eagerly
walting for the midnight slgnal, they
indicate the approaeh of that momen-
tous time; they are a reminder that
watchfulness Is needed at this late
hour on the part of all who are wait-
ing for the appe.trance of the hope of
Israel.

to

OUR TIME AND ITS TENDENCY.

What are _ the real tendencies of
modern conditions of life? This is an
appropriate question at the end.of this,
in many respects the most remarkable
century of the world’s history. There
is a restless rush In every direction.
As by magic one wonder after another
is being eonjured up on the sBtage oc-
cupied by scientific research, and as a
consequence our clvllizatlon has be-
come as complex as the most Intrieate
and delicate machinery ever Invented,
Are we building on more solid founda-
tions than did the ancients, or is it
probable that the structures of ojr age
will decay and go the way of their pre-
decessors?

To many it appears as an axiom that
modern civilization is permanent. They
cannot éonceive of the posslbility of a
turning polnt in the forward and up-
ward course. We have advantages en-
joyed at no previous tlme by the hu-
man race; our ever growing knowledge

utitize Its material ahd intellectual re-
pources and prevent a recurrence of
catastrophes that overtock ancient
nattons wholly unprepared for them.
There is no danger of being overrun by
wild animals or savage hordes, and all
the energy avaiiable can be applied to-
wards the achievement of new results
for civillzation, for progress. This is
the view quite gencrally held.

I There is, however. another side to

tion may be to some, {t iz held to he
true; and the 8pectator, while arguing
that there 13 no doubt the stress of
modern {ite develops intellect, insists
that thia is in the mass, not in a pro-
found form; in the modern world there
is a growing dearth of .the rarer and
deeper kind of intellect, and the pres-
sure brought to bear on the few that
do exlst is not favorable to their de-
velopment; we do nat produce a Kant
ar a Spineza: only crities whoe write
about these men and can give us all
the latest views; we have not the minds
whase operations rhove in vast orbits,
but we have the eager minds which,
comet-like, dart into sight, astonish by
their luster and quickly disappear.
The article jn the Spectator concludes
as follows:

"The real truth seems to us that the
world s 80 made that we have to pay
a heavy price for everything. The
Greeks pald a tremendous price for
their ultra-individualism and devatlon
to art and apeculatlve intellect. We are
paying, and shall pay tnore and more,
a very high price for our recognition
of the supremacy of science, which,’
after all, does not cover the whole of
human life. ;We have to do not only
with that swwhieh is, but with that
whieh ought 'to be, with art and re-
ligion, with the twin {deals of right and-
beauty: and life will never be rounded
and whole. clvitizatlon will never he
secure. until these are co-ordinated
with that keen deslre to know which-
iz at the root of our scientific concep-
tion of society.”

In the dircussion of the question of
the merits of modern scientific progress
as compared with ancient speculations,
it is curious to notice that notwith-
standing the admitted superiority of
our age in this respeet, so-called an-
clent follies seem actually {0 revive.
and gather new strength as knowledge
inereasea. Alchemy, ehiromaney, as-
trology, theosophy and wvarious occult
sciences flnd probably more devotees
now than ever. People turn with ap-.
parent sincerity away from the prae-
tieal doetrines of the scientists to find
wisdom in the old mysteries of Budd-
hism, Confucianism and other anecient
cults. Crowds fill the halla where the
alleged marvelous feats of occultism
are exhibited. 8ocletles are belng
formed in the civillzed world claiming
to hold the Keys of the mysteries of
ancient mythological deities, and tem-
ples of learning are being erected de-
voted chlefly to the study of the un-
knowable, The result is apparent. As
scientific knowledge is increasing.super-
atition Is growing, too, and rather at
an alarming rate. The wheat and
tares both find nourishment in modern
conditions.

In view of this faet it is necessary:
to remember that knowledge alone i1
not a guaranty of the permanency of-
our elvllization. Tt §s the intelligence

Ied

that goes hand in hand with goodness
that Is elevating, ever ifting the hu-
man race upwards. Where one af the

of the world, they arguc, enables us to| two is crippled, a fall i8 inevitable, as

is the case with the bird attemipting
flight when one of the wings js wound-
and the fall wiil be all the more
dlsastrous the loftier the altitude from

lwhlch it 18 made. The important quea-

tlon therefore is, what 1s the status of
the moral nature that Is developing?
The keeneat observers are not free from
misgivings on this point.  Archbishop
Ireland is reported to have sald re-
cently that he believed that moral and

lon 8, Wells and J. W. MeMurrln of the the gquestion and this was recently pre- social purity, personal integrity, the re--
presidency of the Kuropean mission sented by the London Spectator. This pression of passion and the ,possessiohs:
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