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god our eternal father I1 am a
member of his church and associ-
ated with this people who are soBO

despised because they are his
people these latter day saints it
gives me the greatest of pleasure to
thinkchink of this and I1 often think
when I1 am away from home what
would be my reflections and how
would I1 feel if I1 were not associated
with the latter day saints if I1 had
no prospect before me for myself and
for mymv family and for my friends
only the prospect that I1 behold be-
fore the world and that they are
looking forward to it seems to me
if that were the only hope I1 hailhad
and if this were the only prospect
before me that I1 would have no en-
joyment in life I1 think that I1
would be a very miserable man and
that 1I it seems to me would have
no desire for posterity because
viewing the world as I1 view it from
my standpoint audand viewing the
future as I1 behold it it would seem
as though there were very little to
live for now in taking this view
I1 may be in some respects a pessi-
mistst that is I1 may look at the dark
side perhaps it is because of the con-
trast between the hopes I1 have jig-
a

s-
a latter day saint with the
proprospects that are so bright and
beautiful before this church and
the character of those I1 see else-
where aaA starfar as this workork is con-
cerned I1 am an optimist that is I1
take the most hopeful and most
cheerful view of affairs and of the
future everything connected with
this work and its future and every-
thing connected with its afflictions
and its trials brings hope brings
consolation brings peace and joy to
my heart and I1 think how fortu
nate my children are to laveinlive in such
an age and to be so young having
such a glorious future before them
the only regret I1 have about the
passage of time in my own elmcase Is
oneaone a life is so short and there is so
much to do iuin establishing and
building up this work it almost
makes one wish be coul I1 live for-
ever to have theroythejoy and satisfaction
of contending with evil aridand seeking
to estalestablishdish righteousness and truth
upon the earth and bring to pawpass
the glorious reign of beace
which the lord has promised
when 8 tanitan will be bound and
have no more power to go forth to
deceive the nations of the earth and
to afflict the righteous and every
boy and every girl belonging to the
church ought to refilledbe filled with joy
and thanksgiving that they are so80
young and that they have such a
future before them in connection
with its future development if
any are to be envied atallat all it is
the rising generation among the
latter day saints

I1 have been absent a few weeks I1
come back more deeply impressed if11

possible with the hollowness of af-
fairs outside this work more im-
pressed than ever with the im-
mensity of evil there is in the world
with the growth and development
of everything that is opposed to god
and to holiness wickedness is in-
creasing to a most extraordinary
extent and righteousness and virtue
and truth are fading out of exist
encoence they may be said to exist only

in name not but what there are
virtuous people but they are
so few that their influence for
goodgod is almost lost in the
whirlpool of giddy life and that
love which men and women ought
to have for their neighbors that
care that brotherly affection audand
feeling which ought to exist be-
tween man and man and that sister-
ly tenderness that ought to exist be-
tween all the daughters of god is
scarcely felt and scarcely to be found
and I1 have turned my eyes towards

and d jugour many
faults and they are numerous for I1
am conscious of my ownardown and I1 know
they belong to all of us I1 turn my
eyes and heart to zionmori with feelfeelingsnga
of inexpressible thanksgiving to
god the eternal father that I1 am
connected with such a people as the
latter day saints I1 thank god
that he has built up his church
and that he permitted me to be
born when it wasas built up I1 thank
him torfor the restoration of that
love from the heavens which was
so fast departing from the earth
that jove which binds us together
which causes our hearts to be united
together and that he has restored
the everlasting gospel in its foulness
and in its purity with its primitive
power and with the gifts that ac-
companiedcompa nied it when upon the earth
and taught by his disciples aridand
himself and the influence of that
gospel and its fruits which were
disappearing so rapidly from the
earth are being brought to the sur-
face among this people and are be-
ing cultivated here and are being
dvdevelopedeloped here and they are hav-
ing a mighty influence on character
here in making men more like the
pattern the savior setmet elsewhere
in the world you may look for those
fruits inIB vain As I1 have said con-
cerning virtue itself there are no
doubt people who try to cultivate
it but they are lost in the great
mass their influence is compara-
tively

compari
unfelt and thoughtful men

who are desirous to see a better day
mourn over the hopelessness of the
prospect that presents itself before
them and the poor resultsremits which at-
tend their efforts to elevate their
fel and to mak them better

there are at the present time or-
ganizations being formed forthefor the pur-
pose of carrying out some of the
views set forth in a novel lately
written by a gentleman named bell-
amy the novel is called look-
ing backward 1 fl it has had an
extraordinary effect in many quar-
ters and organizations have been
formed in various places with the
view of carryi ng out practically some
of the views set forth therein in
thinking about this I1 was struck
with a remark made to me many
yearsrs ago by the late general thos
L kane general radekane in his early
life when secretary of the united
states legation at paris became
deeply interested in the labors and
effort fourier and st simon and
other french socialists and com-
munists for the purpose of ele-
vating the french and intro-
ducing a better order of society
there and they strove dili-
gently for sometimesome time to carry out
their reforms general kane hadbad

been a close observer of these efforts
and the results of them and on one
occasion in speaking about such
systems he said mr cannon I1
am satisfied of one thing that it is
impossible to have anything of that
character effective or that will re-
sult in any permanentierermanent good without
religion there must be religion he
said and that must be appealed to
and its aid must hebe sought and ren-
dered in or er to make such schemes
for the amelioration of the condition
of men successful

I1 have been greatly impressedim presed of
late with that thought and I1 am
sure it is true and hohoweverever desir-
able it maybemay be or however great the
efforts put forth of the character to
which I1 allude they I1 am sure
can result in no great success or
anything lasting and beneficial to
mankind unless religion true reli-
gion the gospel of the lord jesus
is associated with them its prin-
ciples alone will save mankind
there is no other plan of salvation
either temporal or spiritual than
that which is found in the gospel
and there is no salvation temporal
or spiritual excepting that resulting
from obedience to it its
are from god by its prinprinciplescaples GgodIT0
is what he Is today by observ-
ance of its principles heaven is made
heaven audand is peopled by beings
who have obeyed the gospel and
through their practical obedience
to the gospel have produced heaven
or rather made themselves fit to
dwell in heaven and through
those glorious principles which we
have received to some extent at
least and through obedience to
them carrying them out practically
in our lives the children of men
can be elevated into the region of
god and angel and heaven can bbi3
brought about to a certain extent at
least upon the earth thus ful
filling the prayerpraye of the savior when
he commanded hisbiscidisciplesI1ea boprayto pray
thy kingdom come thyby will be

lonedone in earth as it is in heaven vp

no man made scheme however
cunningly and wisely arranged can
bring this state of things about it
Is true something may be done to
help men men by combining
can help each other but to bring
about perfection in this direction
to bring about results that will be
perfectly satisfactory recourse mustaebe had to the principles of the ever-
lasting gospel andand through them
alone administered through the
authority that he has restored can
the condition of mankind be truly
ameliorated orr the human family
be put in a condition such as men
in their aspirations and dreams
have yearned for in this respect
my brethren and sisters we have
great advantages we have no ad-
vantage in regard to a code of
morals I1 have heard beautiful dis-
courses as you no doubt have
upon moral caples I1 have sat
and wondered why the people were
not better having such grand moral
truths taught to them eloquent
menmein men of large conception and
extended views men who have loved
their fellow men have discoursed
most eloquently and learnedly upon
the good effect of better moral
living I1 suppose that from every


