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God our Eternal Father [ am a
member of His Church, and associ-
ated with this people, who are so
deapised because they are His
people—these Latlor-day Saints. Lt
gives me the greatest of pleasure to
think of this; aud [ often thiok
when [ am away from home what
would be my reflections, and how
would [ frel if [ were not ussociated
with the Latter-dny Saints, if I had
no proapect before me for myself and
for 1y farnily apd for my friendis,
only the pruspect that I behold be-
fore the world, and that they are|
looking forwanl to; it sees to me |
if that were the ooly hope I had,
and if this were the only pruspect |
Lefore me, that [ would have no en:
joyment in life. 1 thiok that [
would te a very miseralile mnan, and
that [ —it sevems to me—wounlil have
no desire for posterity. Beecause
viewing the worll as [ view It from
my standpoiot, aud viewing the
future as | behold it, it would seem
as though there were very little to
live for. Now, in tuking this view
[ may be, in some respects, o pesgi-
mist, that i8 [ may look at the dark
side; perhaps it is Lecause of the con-
trast between the hopes I have us
n  Lauer - day Saint, with the
prospects that sre so bright and
beautiful hefore this church. and
the charncter of thore 1 see elve-
where. Asfaras this work is eon-
cerued I am an optimist, that is, I
take the most opefui and most
cheerful view of affairs snd of the
future. Everything conoected with
this work anid its future, and every-
thing conuected with its affictions
and ite trinls, brings hope, brings
consolalion, brings peace and joy to
my heart; and [ think how fortu
nate my children are to livein such
an nge, and to he so young, having
such a glorious future hefore them.
The only regret I have about the
passgge of time in my own case is,
one’s Jife is 8o short, apd there is so
much to do in establishing and
building up this work. It almost
makes one wish he conll live for-
ever to have the joy nnd satisfaction
of conteonding with evil apid seeking
ta estatlish righteousness and truth
upon the earth, and bring to pnss

the glorious reign of 1eace
which the Lord has promised,
when Sitau will be bound and

have no more power to go forth to
deceive the nalious of the earth and I
to aflict the righteous. And every
Loy and every girl belonging to the
Church ought to b filled with joy |
and thaoksgiving that they are so|
youung, and that they have such a
future befure them in conuection-
with its future developmeut. If
any are to be envied atallit Is
the rising generation amody the
Liatter-day Saints.

I have been nbsent a few weeks. 1
come back more deeply impressed,if
pussthle, with the hollow ness of af-
fairs outside this work; more im-
pressed than ever with the jm-
mensity of evil there §s in the world,
with the growth and developroent
of everything that is opposed to God
and to hollness. Wickedness is in-
crewing to a most extraordinary
extent, nnod righteouness and virtue
amd truth are fuding out of exist
ence, they may be snid to exist only

in name.

virtuous people, but they are
80 few that thelr jufluence for
grxd 18 almost lost in  the

whirfpeol of giddy life, and that
love which men and women ought
to have for their neighbors; that
care, that brotherly aflection aud
feeling which ought to exist bes
tween mun and man, and that sister-
Iy tenderoesa that ought to exist be-
tween all the daughters of God, is
scarcely felt and searcely to be found.
And I have turped my eyes towards
Zion,and nutwithstanding our many
faults—and they are numerous, for 1
an consciousof oy own.and | kuow
they belong to all of us—I turn my
eyes and heart to Zion with feelings
of inexpressible thankegiviog fo
God the Eternal Father that [ am
counected with such a people a8 the
Latter-day Saints, 1 thank God
thar He has built up His Church,
aud that He permitted me to be
born when it was built up; I thaok
Him tor the restoration of that
love from the heavens whivh was
80 (ast departing from the earth—
that love which binds us together,
whieh causes our henrts te be united
together; and that He has restored
the everlasting Gospel in its fuliess
aod in its punity with its primitive
power, and with the gifts that ac-
compnuied it when upon the earth
and taught by His disciples and
Himself. A nd theinfluence of that
Gosp:] and its fruits, which were
disappearing so rapidly from the
earth, are being brought to the sur-
face ntong this people, nod nre be-
ing cultivated here, and are being
u: veloped here, and they uare hav-
ing a mighty influence on character
here, in waking men more like the
pattern the SBavior wet.  KElsew here
in the work) you may look for those
fruits im vain. As | have said con-
cerping virtue itself, there are, no
doubt, people who try to cultivate
it; but they are lost iu the great
magy; their influeuce is compara-
tively unfeit; and thoughtful men,
who are desirous to see 4 better day,
mourn over the hopelessuces of the
prospect that presents itself lwfore
them and the poor rerults which at-
tend their eflorte to elevate their
fellowmen and to max: them better.

There are at the present time or-
ganizitious being formed for the pur-
pose of ecarrying out some of the
views set forth in a novel lately
written hy a gertleruan named Beli-
amy. The novel is called *Look-
ing Backward.”’? It bas had an
extrnordinary effect iu many quar-
ters, and orgauizations have bheen
formed in various plaves with the
view of carryiugout practically some
of the views gel forth therein. In
thinkiong about this I was struck
with a remark made e me many
eara ngo by the late Genersl Thos.

.Knne, ({enemll(unuiuhiﬂenr]y
life, when secretary of the United
States Legation st Paris, became
deeply interested In the labors aud
efforisof Fourier and 8t. Bimon aopd
other French socialists aud com-
mupists for the purpore of ele-
vating the Fireuch and intro-
duciug a better order of society
there, and they strove dill-
gently for pome time to carry out
their reformms. General Kane had
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Not bt what there are | been a close observer of these efforts

and the resuits of them, and on one
occasion, in speakiug about such
systems, he eaid: Mr. Cannoon, I
am satisfied of onethiog, that it 1s
impoesible to bave anything of that
charncter effective, or thut wili re-
sult in any jermanent good without
religion. There must be religion, be
said, aud thit must be appealed to,
and its aid must he spught and ren-
dered in or er to make suchschemen
for the amelioration of the coulitiou
of men successful.

I have been greatly impresed of
lute with that thought, nnd I am
Aure it is true; und however desir-
able it may be, or however great the
eflorts put forth of the character to
which 1 allude, they, I am sufe,
can result in no great suecess, or
anything lasting aud beneficial to
mankind, unlees religion, true reli-
giou, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus,
is agsociated with them. Its primn-
ciples alone will save maukind;
there is no other plan of ealvation,
either temporal or spiritual. thau
that which is found in the Gospel,
and there is uo salvation, temporal
or spiritual, excepting that resulting
from obedience to it. Lts prineciplesy
are from God; by its prinelples God
is what He Is today. By observ.
ance of its principles benven is made
lheaven, and is peopled by beings
who have obeyed the Gespel, aud
through their practical obedience
to the Gospel have produced heaven,
or ratier made themselves fit to
dwell in heaven. And through
thuse glorious prineiples, whiclh we
have received to some extent at
lenst, and through obedicnce to
themn, carrying them out practically
iu our lives, the chiliren of men
enn be elevated into the region of
God and angels, aud heaven ean ba
hrought about, to & certain extent at
least, upon the earth, thus ful
Blling the prayerof the Savior when
Heconimanded His disciplestopray,
¢Thy Kingdom come. hy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven,”
No man-made scheme, however
cunniugly and wigely arranged, can
bring this state of things about. [t
is true something may be doue to
help men; meu by combinlug
can help each other; but to briug
about perfection in this direction,
to bring alout results that will be

erfectly satisfactory, recourse must
Ee had to the principles of the ever-
Jasting Gospel; aud through them
alone, adrinistered through the
authority that He has restored, can
the corditiou of mankind bLe truly
ameliorated, or the buman family
be put in a convition such a8 men
in thelr aspirations and dJdreams
have yearned for. I[n this respet,
my brethreu and sisters, we have
great advantages. We bave ne ad-
vautage in regard to a code of
nmorals. I have heard beautiful dis-
courses, ns you no doubt have,
upon moral pric clples. [ have sat
and woudured why the peuple were
not better, having such grand moral
truths tanght to them. Eloguent
men, men of large conception and
extended views, men who have loved
their fellow men, have discoursed
most eloguently aod learnedly upou
the goomi effect of better moral
Hving., [ suppose that from every
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