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FREE THOUGHT AND FREE
SPEEKCH.

FoR the first time in it histery the
State of New Jersey has endeavored
to put i1n force o statute agalnst blas-
phemy dating away back to colonial
times, The prosecution has been in-
cited by the doings of one Charles B,
Reynelds, who wus formerly o Meth-
odist minister, but becoming disgusted
with Methodism and skeptical in re-
gard to the Bible, he rebounded to the
extreme of infldelity and became as
anxjons to dissewminate bis disbelief as
he once was to propagate his falth.

Last summer Reynolds went to
Boonten, New Jersey, to hold what be
called “*free thought” mectings. It is
singular what & notion agnostics and
atheists have thatthey hold & meno-
peoly on *‘free thought.” Asif & man
cannot think #freely- whg  be-
lieves Iln a8 Supreme Belng 88 the
grund Architect of the aniverse, tbe
sourcze of light and law and love! He
pitched bis tent -- literally, upon a

jece of cround he had secured, and
nvited the public to come and bear
bim. Some of them responded. But
they cume with ancient eggs-and|un-
sounnd vegetables wherewith to salute
the speaker. They were chiefly Cath-
olicy and Methodists. We refer to
the audience, not their missiles. Rey-
nolds was unmercifully pelted and bis
tent was slashed with koives, He ¢s-
caped in the confusionand so avoided
& duckiog in a pond clothed with ver-
dore. -

Ap argument of that kind Is not very
intellectual, but it is one of the resorts
of some people who go by the name of
“"Christians’’ and claim to be in the
wan of nineteenth century, civilization,
a8 many “*Morwmon'’ Elders can testi-
fy from personal experience sud ob-
scrvation. the effect
of advertislpg Reynolds and draw-
ing to his ideas, set forth
in a pamplet he had publisked, much
morg attention than they woulé bave
sttracted if he had been let ulone to
enjoy that right of frec speech which
he accorded to every pessen in this
*free lapnd.”

Reysolds went to Morristown ln the
game State and eirculated his pam-
phlet, with the addition of a two-page
cui to tllustrate the Christianity and
‘liberality of the Boonton believers and
his adventures at that place. At the
back was the tent. His own figure was
the central one in front, He currleds
basket from which he was scattering
peurls befgre a lot of swine, some
warked with a cross and others with
an “M.” The swine appeared to be
coming from pens marked M. E. Hoq
Pen'' and*'Piy Sty of the Holy Virgin,'
and the pens were guarded by a
priest whose bucket was labeled
“*Catholic swill”’aud by & doininie with
**Methodist slop' painted on & bucket
he carried, Both of these figures car-
ried bludgeons, with wbich they men-
aced the hog feeder. Over the priest’s
head was a guideboard naming Boon-
ton &s the gpot pear which this scene
waa supposed Lo take place,

Morristown was soon la up Wproar.
But the people wiser, or ruther more
cunning, in their generatior than tne
children of Boooton, resorted to the
law instead of the egg-box and swill-
barrel, for weapors wherewith to
tight the disturber, An old and musty
statute was brought gt [fom the "dost
ol the past, and on ité provisions the
grand 1ury found an indictmept against
Reynolda, The law is as follows:

*If any person shall willfully blas-
pheme the holy nanie of God by deny-
ing, cursing, or contumeliously re-

roaching His being or providence, or

¥y cursing or contumeliously re-
Emaching Jesus Christ or the Holy

host, or the Christian religion, or the
boly Word of God—that 1s, the canon-
ical Scriptures contained in the books
of the Oid and New Testaments—or by
protane scofliug at or exposing them or
any of them to contempt or ridicule,
then every person so offending shall,
on conviction thereof, be punished by
a fine nut exceeding $200, or imprison-
ment 1t hard laboy not exceeding 12
mouths, or both."

QOn the 19th inst. the defendant was
brought to trial before the Circuit
Court, Prosecuting Attorney Wilder
W. Cutler appearing tor the Stateof
New Jersey, and the celebrated
Robert G. Inzersel! for the defcndant,
Public fecling ran hizh over the issue.
Liberal minded people deprecsted the
assault en free speech; the religious
elements combined in resentment
against the blasphemer. A jury was
secured after many challenges, and the
case was briefly presented, sixteen
witnesses testifying for the prosecu-
tign that they had recelved the pam-
phlet, though pone admitted that they
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bad read ity many of them were Pres-
byterians.

Col. Ingersoll attacked the law on
constitutional grounds, tbus golng to
the root of the matter. He showed
that the State Constltution provided
that no law sounld be passed to abridge
liberty of speech or the treedom of the
Bress, and that no person should evér

e denied any civil rizht on account of
religious principles. He sald this
cowardly law wug pnssed when imen
didn’t dare argue. ¥or generations Jt
slept on the statute~-books with its
Jdips drawn tight over itscruel teeth.
Any law desigped to epprees, and to
Aeny Lverty, - shonld never be awak-
ened. Here are some excerpts from
his speech, which we reproduce be-
cause they are pertinent to iiving Is-
sees in Utab and recommend them-
delves to every oue but bigots,jtyrants
and "*Mormon'-eaters:

Aman has 8 right anywhere to speak
disrespectiully of Juplter, although
several thousand years sge it would
bave been ubnwholesome to say much
against him in Rome. Yet he is as

abusge, obscenity and persenal insult,
must oe forever untrammeled in this
f’overnment of the whoie people.

rioging the matter home and to Joca
application, every human being<has th
right to entire liberty of beliet and its
advocacy on the qguestion of polyg-
amy. Thelaw only Fresumes to inter-
fere with actions. Though the prue-
' tice of polygamy may be made & peoal
| offence, belief initis as lawful as re-
jjection of jt. And so is iLs! defense by
tongue and pen. No law is valid which
iufringes uponitreedom of conecience
and liberty of speech that refrains
from invading human tights.

No court, or jadge, or officer of aoy
standiog under the Government of the
United States hus the legal rignt to

uestion a citlzen as to his belief and
3eny bim or deprive bim of uny politi-
cal right on account of that bellef. He
who nas the disposition to do tuis s
ubflt for an otficial position. He has
not iearned to respect the righte of
others. He is not in harmony with the
genins of Aruerican ipstitutiens. He
should not be permitted to wield any

owerfel a9 be was thun. It isthe
omans who are not elive,

"The Jews crucitled Christ because
they dido’t belleve in free speech,

‘““We have passed too mzny mile-
stones on the shining road of hnman
progress to turn back and wallow in
the mire.

‘“‘Suppose & man in MorTistown
reads the Bible through and makes up
his mind that it {8 not true, mnst be
clap his hand over bis mouth &nd run
out of the State before he can say sc?
In that way hypocrites are made; wmen
who agree with you from the teeth out
and in thelr hearts hate you,

"It is easy to float with the wind and
tide. But the man who swims against
them,with the lellows on shore throw-
ing rocks at him, wlll get plenty of ex-
ercise in this world.

“"England put Darwin’s sacred dust
In Westminster Abbey. f£f he had
lived in New Jersey he would have
spent atyenr ie the penjtentiary. The
spirit of this statete 1s that you shall
open rour meath like a1 yonwng ronin
and whatever comes,swallow it, worms
or shinzle nafls.

*1f Abrabam had lived in New Jersey
bhe would have got into the divorce
courts. §qlomon, with 500 or 600 wives
and 300 or iadies with whom he was
acquainted, would bave fallen under
the Edmunds law. And whea David,
in order to possess himself of Uriah's
wife, had Uriab put in the front of the
battle that bhe might be killed—is it
blasphemy {f wc say of David that at
least he was no gentleman?

'“What light 18 to the eyes, and
breath to the lungs, liberty {8 to the
soul of man. If you say no mau has a
right to think you have no right to
think that he thinks wrong. ithout
absolute liberty the idea of conscience
18 absurd, there can beno virtue, no
vice, noresa] religion, no justice, oo
E‘roqres, no love, or Loy in tkis world.

ake it away sod sll words have s
meaningless sound. With it a man is
& BUCCESS,

] sincerely Bope tbat mever again
under the flag of the United States,
that flag for which has heen shed the
bravest and best blood for liberty, may
it be necessarf for a mantostand be-
fore a jury pleading fer the right of
human speech.”

‘*You can never niake me belleve that
a God, graclous and all-wise, holds in
abhorence 8’ wan who has the courage
of his opinions, If the iaw 1stobe
enforced upalnst such men the prison
will beCome a place f honer.

**The liberty of man is holler than
eny book., The rightsof man are more
gfacred than any creed man has made.
Everything true, noble, and free makes
up the Bible of the world.”

On the 20th inst, the Prosecuting At-
torney replied, and the Court summed
op in arguments that bad the effect,
through the jury, of convicting Mr,
Reynolds who was flned $26. The
reasonisg of br. Iogersoll, however,
an the polmts we have presented was
not combatted. The cuase was pre-
wented in this way: The law made
blasphemy peoal; I the defendant
had committed . that offense — of
which tbe pamphlet and the witnesses
were evidence, a verdict of goHty must
be found; the jury could ust decide
npon the validity of the law, they could
only act upon Its provisions. The
Ceourt said:

A4 man might hold what opinmens he
chose, bnt if he nttered l};ro!ane things
against God or the Chrlstian religion
in & scoffing or railing manner, calce-
lated to wound the religious sentiment
of the commaunlty, he was gullty of
blasphemy nnder the law, No jury
coutd do as it pleased. It hadto take
the law asg it found it, not a3 it wounld
have it.”

We refer to this matler, not out of
any sympathy for the defendant per-
sonally, or with blasphemous language
in general, but because & principle is
involved in his trial that must be faced
and decided upon everywhere in this
land of liherty and of law. We do not
endorse &ny atiack upon cherished
doctrines or vencrated ceremonies

which purpoeely  shocks ana
outrages scntiments that are
sacred to rellgious sounls, Freedom of

speech sbouid not be permitted totin-
trench npon any one's rights. Rufan-
ism should oot be allowed to go un-
checked in the domain of reﬁigious
thought aby more than in the practical
walks of life, But on the other hand,
orthodoxy must not be glven the scep-
tre of arbitrary power noer entrusted
with the lives and liberties ¢f the
heterodox.

Opinlon and the free expression
thereof, it it does not:proceed to

uuihority oyer bis fellowmen., He I8
ub’apachronisam. He belovgs to by-
| goneages. The light of the latier days

s too bright and strong for his bat-
| iike vislon. He shouid be relegated to
private life and be counted among the
things that ure onsolete.

The iline between liberty anod law-
lesspess can be ensily and clearly de-
fined in reference to laneusge as well
a8 more demonstrative actions. Jtis
the invasion of the rights el others
that the law seeks te guard, Indl-
viduals and society muest be protected
{from improper assaults. Bellef in &any
theory, however absurd or mounstrous
it may appear 10 the mujority, cannot
be assuiled by law por cap its pos-
session or entertalomeut be mide 4
test of any kind under this Govern-
ment. Theadvocacy of this belief is
a8 free a8 the beliet itself, if its ex-
pression does not violate personal
rizhts or pubiic decorum. There i8 no
law of Utahor of Congress or of any
State in the Unlon against the advocacy
of marriage in any form, sud every bar
or impediment sought to be placed in
the wuy of free thoueint and {reespeech
onthat question, is hotonly a striking
mark of gross intolerance bat 18 4 vio-
lation of the supreme law of the land
for which there is no legal or morai
justification,

IN THE NICK OF TIME.

Tue arrival of au executlve order
granting & reprieve or respite, after
the black cap had been drawn over
the head, and the noose adjusted about
the neck of the condemped individual,
i5 a climax that has beeh wronpght up
times uennmbered by tbe writers of
third-rate sensational flction,

But & genuine case of the kind hap-
peved io real life recently in the State
of Georgla, A telegram from Atlanta
gaya that & man named Lepzett was
entenced to hang at Reldsville, Far-
nall Connty, that Btate, on Friday of
last week, for murder. The governor
respited him Thuraday. Reidsville is
forty-tlve miles from a rallrosd or
telégraph station. Leggett’s lawyers
started borseback with the resplte
Thuorsdsy afternoon and arrived at
Reidsville eiter the noose hud beep
placedabout Leggett’s bpeck and the
bluckcap drawn over his face. The
sheriff was preparing to pull the trap
when the lawyer arrived and, waving
the paper in the air, stopPed the exe-
cution and sgwed bis client’s neck.

{, a8 bas been said, the most dis-
tressing featore of death i3 the dread
ot and preparation for it, Leggett's es-
cape WAS too narrow to save him from
toe worst part of his Impeudlag fate.
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A HARD BLOW TO THE PFAN-
AMA CANAL. i

THAT was a pretty severe blow which
wag dealt Lesseps’ Papama Canal
project when the workmen struck a
torrent of water the other day, Allthe
works were flooded for miley, the
banks caved in, and appearances were
that the excavation for a4 egreat dis-
tancé would be onc no longer, when
the water disappeared, as it would be
fllled to the level, Those who are un-
acquainted with the tepography of the
country through which this engloneer-
ing scheme is belng ren cannotcom-
prebend the magnitude of such a dia-
aster; wmillions of dollars’ worth of
work has been swept away in & few
bours, ‘and }f the lahor should be
done again, the probability of
a repetition of the present trouble is
more tham likely, and 1t logks like
throwing money saway t? attemptit,
It is one of the bardest places to work
in in the world, the climate being over-
powering, the vegetation rank and
containing more or leas poisonous
rrowth and venomons reptiles and
erocious wild obeasts abou ndin?}i The
mortality ameng the workers hasal-
ready reached fearful proportions,and,
all things considered, one would be
apt to conciude that scienceé and per-
severance are sacrificing too much for
{ too little in undertaking to desl suc-
cessfully with either end or the equator
of the globe, or the vicinity thereof,
Those who are of a seatimental or
fatajistic turn of mind may be
able to see In De Lesseps' fall-
ure the enumciatlen of a recorded

decree—that the two Americas shall
never be disunited, thet the waters of
the ocean sball never fiow between
them, It was only some efghteen
years ago thot & solemn warning was
ivep to crowned heads notto make
urther attempypts to overthrow repub-
lican institutions on the seil of the
New World and build up monarchial
pystems upon the ruins, and the waro-
ing was sealed with Maximilian’s
blood; this, toe, may have been i sen-
timent, but it was so vigerous that it
swept the Franco-Austrian lovader
from the soil and showed that It was
not to be spcered at as a trifling factor
in humsn economy. The Count de
Lesseps bas encountered no armed and
hostile foe, bent upon the en-
forcement of the {enroe dec-
trine, bul be was met with the
moral oppositlon of the people, the
frewning obstacles of jnapimate and
tike lurking menaces ol animate pa-
ture, and st last, it would ssem, Prov-
jdence itzelf hus interpored a barrier
which il pop practically insurmount-
sble is at least .& sufficient determent
to hold the enterprise in check for a
long time and make it questionable
whether capltalisis will rlask further
losses in tbe prosecution of seo dis-
couraging a task.

ONE-SIDED JUSTICE.

Tue verdict in the case of May White,
prosecuted noder indictment for
sdultery, adds one more instance to
the multitude which bhave gone to
prove that the administration of jus-
#ice inthe district conrta Is an unmitl-
gated farca. Times without number jt
bas been proved to a demongtration
that so far as its applicationis con-
cerned, the law baos been used for the
ponjshment of ‘*Mormons,”’ while 1he
grossest offenses can be perpetrated
with impunity by other classes of citi-
Zens.

It is ditlicult to jmagine a case in
wtich the evidence wus more conclu-
sive thab the ope referred to. The
marrisge of the defendan® to James M,
White was proved by the testimony of
the 0ffvial wkbo performed the cere-
mony, Witnesses testitied that ibey
found her in joiot occapancy of a room
with Frank Ebpgler, under clrcum-
stances pointing strongly to the adutl-
erous character of thelr asSoclations,
Une witpess, U. S. Deputy Marshal
Pratt, also testitied to the fuct that the
Wwomsn bad admitted her gullt apd
stated that it was ne use for her to
Bght the case.

o the face of these facts, look a\ the

result! The case was given to tbe
jury, consisting of .eleven non-
“Mormons” 'and ene *Mormon,"”
yesterday aftermoon. From  the

the gtart the eleven were for acquittal,
and one, the “Mormon'! for a verdiet
of guilty. The odd man whko was o
favor of the enforcement of the low
ytelded and within thirty migutes the
jury returned inte court with a verdict
of not guilty.

Place such instances asthis along
side of the yigorous and vimdlctive
prosecution of ‘*Mormons,’” who are
convicted on the most aitesnated evi-
dence and herded [nto the penites-
tiary, and what is the conclusion? No
other can be arrived at than that the
courte of this Territory are usedasa
species of crushing, anti-**Mormon'”
machinery, 10to the oils of which non-
**Mormons®’ heed net enter.

It was boped that, in view of the
expropied intention of the Chiet Ex-
ecutive of the Republic to see that the
laws are entorced against nll classes
alike, there would have been an
aba.ement of the one-sided justice
which bas, b{,n long series ot apuses,
brought the Utah courts inte merited
popular contempt. [t appears, how-
ever, that the flugrant outrage {s 10 be,
perpetusted, vnless some decisive sc-
tion }s taken in relation 10 those who
unjustiy discriminate in’ the enforce-
ment and administration of the law,

It is useless for oflicials to try to
throw the odlum of such results as
toat reaclied in the case immediately in
point upon the jury. Hud there been
an impartial adminigtration of the law
throughout, the morale of juries would
Dot bave sunk to the debased level it
hus redched, In this reﬁard Attoroey
Gee, connsel for May White, sdminjs-
tered a stinging blow upon the official
cheek of Assistant District Atterney
Varian and indirectly upon the ear of
the Court. He said that be (Mr, Va-

rian) hbad declined to prosecute a
uumber of cases o Ppersons
charged with lewd and lag-
civions conduct and moved

for the dismissal of the defendants,one
of the grounds for this action peinghis
allegation that the witnesses were not
entitied to be believed. Mr, Gee said the
witnesses ip the case he was defend-
ing were of the same class. The slim
spology offered by AMr. Varian
wis  to the effect that the
cases referred to were of a differ-
ent character to that goder trial. They
doubtless differed in some of thelr fea-
tures, but the offenses charged were
bona jfide infractions of toe law, and ft
was his duty to prosecnie snd that of
the court to try them, Had the ec-
cused been "Mormons’ they would, |
without doubt, have been prosecute
with vigor and vindictiveness, .
Just such proceedings as those re-
ferred to by Mr.Gee have given antl.
“Mormons,’" of whom jories are al-
most entirely composed, the ldes that
those belonging to thelr own class
should escape unwhipped of justice,no

matter a8 to the character of the evi-

dence adduced against them. On the
other band that ‘‘Mormans® accused
of offenses should invariably be found
guilty, if there 18 & shadow of evidencs
upon which to bung & verdict ef that
kind. Such results as that resched In
the May White case is what might be
expected asa product of the way
which the courts ot Utar have been
manipulated,

————ai—a———————
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THE EXCURSION SEASON,

We are in recelipt of o commaunication

from a correspondent who offers g

oumber of soggestions relative to

remedies for the evils that are com-.
nected with excursions, bathing and»
Eindred forms of recreation. The-
writer deplores the danger te whichy
our yonth are exposed through the:
evi]l axsoclatlons of such amuosements,,
and one remedy which he snggests li.
the beautifying of Liberty Park, the-
Worm  Spriogs and jgrounds, aadt
other public property owned by
the city, in- such a mag.
oer a3 to make them attractive:
| placea of resort, and aske if a speclail
| tax ceuld not he raised for this pur-
pose if the city's present revenve 18 not:
sufficient, The argument of our cer-
respondent that the commnonity ougbt:
to be willing to msake some sacrifice
for the preservation of its youth, musg
be conceded, as a}so must be his r -
position that the expepse of wisiting
pleasure grounds close at hand wonld
be less than that which "attends a trip:
to one of the Lake resorts. i

Bnt it i3 diflicult to upderstand ot
what manner swnch improvements of
city property would dperate im
efecting ucure, or even s mitigation
of the moral evils of which our cor-
respoadent speaks. . Pleasurc resorts
created by the city would hava to be
open to ell classes of citizens alike,
hence we should have at Liberty Fark,
the Warm Spriogs aud all places of'the
kiud established ander the auspices of
the city government, the same "“mixiog
of the hairs with the butter™ whick is
scen at the present” batbing and pleas-
ure resorts. PDoubtless also the "im-
provement of those parks wouold lead
to the establishment of drinking places
adjacent, even If not ailowed on.the
grounds. '

The way te avold the evils of
bad company is to keep out of It.
Parents, gardlans, and the agencles
of Sundsy schoolsand of the Church
cab, by the use ot tact and good jadg-
ment, do & great deal to prevent evil
inflacnces m galning a footholé
among, Of an ascetidancy over the
yonth.

THE APPROACHING FOURTH..

IT will be observed by a statement,
poblished elsewhere ip thls issue, that.
a pumber of cltizens sre making an.
effort to work up & Fourth of July cel--
ebration in thiscity. If we view the-
position correctly, il they anticipate:
that their labors will becrowned with:
large success, they will be conslder-
ably disappointed, for reasons that are
apparent on the surface of thlogs. It
is upoecedsary to dig deep in order to
discover them,

Spesking of the great majority of the
people of this clty and Territory, there
is ne commuplty in tais Republic who
entertain greater reverence for the
mighty and patriotic work ac-
complished by the fathers of the

nation. They were master spirits,
divinely inspired lo 8 large degree for
the purpose of founding a free govern=-
ment nuder which it is poasible for alk
men to possess and enjoy their inahen~
able rights.

The villifications of theiw enemles to»
the centrary notwitnstanding, & more
loyal people to the genuipe instito~
tions ¢f the country than the ma-
ority of Uiah i3 not to be
ound, and when they were in pos—
session of their patural rights uader
the truly American syastcm of rule,
none wele more ready to enter 1nto the
celebration of the anniversary of the
oation’s birthdsy with sialrlt,thorougn-
Bess and enlhusiasm. Iin bygone days
such seasons of rejoicing were ascom=
pletely and heartily recognized as in
an(g t of the Uniona.

late years a change bascome over”
the {ace of affairs, Those same peopler
have, to & large extent, been deprived.
of their rlght.s, liberties and privileges,.
and have been to their immense dia-
advantage treated unequally under the:
Iaw. These wrongs have been pro-
duced by the macbinations of & knot of
political coObnspirators, who are the
enemies of those institutlons for the
estaplishment of which the fatbers-
struggled, fought, bled acd died. The-
wrongs under which the colonists-
groaned and which cansed them to re-
voly, were largely similar to those
whicir of late years bave been impossd.
vpon the Latter-day Saints. e are’
assured that many of the people:
feel s deef fdegree of  regrel-
that the principles of bumae liberty-
established by the foundera of the na-
tion have been disregarded in the®
treatwent they kave received, and this:
sorrowiul sentiment is 4 bar to theirr
enterlug whole-beartedly into the cel-
ebration of the birth of that freedom,.
the full emjoyment ot which 18 to them
denled. i
When the clouds roll by, and the




