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military interference with the “Ghost.-
1y*? ceremonlesof the Indians, for the
purpose of stopping them. If thisciamor
Is listened to, trouble is liable to grow
out of the question, asan attempt to
extinguish their proceedings will
doubtlesz have the effectof making
the red men angry and resentful, For
the sike of humanity, every means
should be meed to prevent war and
bloodshed. To re-emact such tragic
and Woful scenes as were associated
with the campaign of a year apo
would be a great calumity,

“WONDERLANDS OF THE WILD WEST"

WE have bufore usa copy of a new
book which, aside from its genecral
value, ought to have a decided lucal
interest. The bare mention of the
name of the author—A. B. Carlton—
would indicate this of itself, Its gitle—
“The wonderlauds of the Wild West,
with sketches of the Mormons,” is fur-
ther suggestive in the same direction.

‘The contents are of wide variety, so
that the reader is not wesried by hav-
ing to dwell too long upon one theme.
A portion of the work is descriptive,the
sabjects being the grand and gorgeous
Bcenery of the generous West, Many
“of the word-plctures are vjvid portray-
als of Utah jandscapes, and al!l are the
resclte of the personal impressions and
observationa of Mr, Carlton. He dwells
bricfly upon past ‘‘Mormon” history,
and then comes down to his own time
in this Territory from his first appenr-
Ance here as a member of the Utah
Commission, Racy details are given
for the purpose of skowing that fre-
quently tbat body, owlng to the abrupt
political divisions .existing In the com.
munity, often found themselves be-
tween the “‘de’jl and the deep sea.’*

The narrative and combined com-
mentatory parts of the book wot only
make refreshink reading, but renders
it valuable for reference. Besides va-
rious rulings and instructions of the
Commission upen local political ques-
tione, the work embodies the Congres-
sional legislation 1o reference to
Utah, and dwells upon some of the
pecullar judicial proceedings In cases
cuming under the Edmunds act, cun-
spicuous among which is the segrega-
tion process, which wae finally smashed
by a decree of the Bupreme Court of
the United States.

Mr. Carlton isu mnan of geaial and
sociable’ disposition, and being from
‘hiz first coming to this Territory,
snxjous to learn something by personal
investigation, concerning the “Mor-
mon’* people, he took the only con-
sistent course to satlsfy his curfosity.
He mingled with them, attended some
of thelr soclal gatherings, their meet.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

lngs beld for publie worship, their holl-
day celebrations, etc, He gives, in a
pleasing way, in the volume before ur,
the results of his investigations and
serutiny.,  He apeaks from an inde-
pendent standpoint, the desire to be fiir
permeating his statements throughout-
Hegenerously asks that the *“Mormons??
‘be accorded ordinary fairplay, aud in
| treating upon the Manifeste on the
subject of polygamy, be condemns the

Baints are notsincers upon the question
it invelves,

The book contains a number of ex-
cellent iljustrations, among which are
portraits of Joseph Smith, Brigham
Young, John Taylor, Wilford Wood-
ruff, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F.
Bmith. The others are ecenie, with
here and there pletorial representations
of Indians. George Q. Cannen and
‘Sons, of this city, are general ageuts
for the sale of this work, which covers
nearly 350 pages. Its price is two
dollars, and 1t ought to have a ready
sale, It is a suitable book for Utah
people to send to their friendas at a
distance, as well as belng excellent for
home consumption

:BURIAL CUSTOMS, ANCIENT AND
MODERN.

I~ an artlcle relatlng to the dlsposi-
tion of the dead, the Ban Francisce
Chronicle giver some Interesting par-
ticulars, Cremation and burial were
practiced at the earliest epochs, but it

then ¢cremation came in through super-
atitious modes of worship,

The Egyptians emhalmed thelr dead
with costly formalities, The Ethio-
piane placed the corpse in u glass
column, where It remained for a yeur,
after which the remains were buried
outside the city. The Parthians buried
their dead in the vicinity of heaps of
manure, The Assyriane put the re-
mains in honey as & means of preser-
vatlon, The Perslans left their dead
to be toro by dogs and birds befere
burial, The Scythians before burying
the body, during forty days carried it
about in a cart to the dwel]ings of all
persons who had knowo Lhe deceased,
The German tribes before the intrnduc-
tion of Christianity among them
burned their dead,

The Hebrews treated their desd with
more respect than any ancient people-
Caves s burlal places were preforreu
te inbumation. Cremation among
them lmplied more or ivss of dishonor,
When they came to live (o iarge citles,
the dead were buried in cemeteries
outside the city walls,

The Greeks practised hurial and cre.
matjon,

bare suggestion that the Latter-day.

Tbe Romans at frst buroed

is thought burial first prevailed, and |

their dead, but later on ecremation
cume to be the prevaillng custom. It
was carried out with ceremonies of the
most solemn and formal charactler.
Part of the proceeding s still pbaerved
in the burial service of the Romanp
Calholic church, though cremation has
long since fallen into disuse.

The Parsees of India, stiil expose the
bodies of their dead to be devoured by
birds of prey. The English have suce
ceeded io Jepriving the burning of the
dead in Hindostan of mostof its horrors.
Cremalion is coming into-favor with
the modern world, both in Europe and
America, The Roman Catholics and
Protestants are opposed to cremation,
the latter, however, are not &0, firmly
set on the matter as thé former. The
Catholic priests absolutely refuse to
officiate at n.cxema't!on ceremony. The
Jews are still guided by their Rabbis
in the matter, and therefore do not ag-
cept the modern iunovations.

Whether it be throngh tradition or
education, or both, people who haye
been tralned in the Christian faith
bave a repugnance to the burning of
their bodies after death, The “Mor-
mons,’? as they are commonly called,
prefer the natural method of dissglu-
tion. The violence of fire seemslike dec-
ecration of the human form, while the
placing of the sleeping body in itz bed
of earth, to crumble slowly back to the
dust from whence It came, recom-
mends iteelf to their minds and does
no indignity te their faith ot thelr
sentimente,

As to the resurrection, it niatters oot
what may be done with the organism
from which life has departed, The
elements are at the comn and of Him
who fashioned them %into form. To
every seed will come hiz own body
whether it has been burned, buried, or
drowped in the deep. But cremation
smacks of the barbarous and shocks
the seositive feelings of mourning
{friends, and is certainly out of nature’s
course with the "organized elements
that have served a grand purposu in
the changing scenes of life,

DISAFFECTED BRITISH AMERICA.

THE situation In British America
seems somewhat critical, The trouble
is Dot confined to Quebee, but New-
foundland has again commenced to ex-
press her diseatisfaction with the ex-
isting condition of affairs,

A recent dispateh from Lendon states
that Heary Labouchere in his paper
Truth says that it is the manifest des-
tiny of the Dominion to become a
new United States, or to become uf-

tached to the grtat Republic. He
aleo sayr that such a change
would be benpeficial both o Great



