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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CONSTITUTION AND NCHOQOLS AGAIN

The NEws bas published two letters
from BMr. Moftat, of Bouth Colton-
wood, ol the subject of the Constitu-
tion snd the pablic school system, and
brne mude reply to loquliries Ip each.
Now the gentleman comes with =
statement of bis view of the altuation,
in which be flgures out that dire con-
sequencer wlll follow to the public
school system under section 8, article
10, of the Constitution, which provides
that the schools jo cilies of the first
apd second olaes eball be maintalned
and controlled separate and apart from

tbhe countrea lu which said clties are
Jocated. Upon tbis point a brief re-
view of the real status will show, we
think, that our correspondent is
wholly mistaken in his fear of dlsaster,
se 8lep lo bis assumption of what the
proposed sapreme law of the Biate
provides,

Before proceeding with the proposi-
tlon of tex levies as the gentleman
presents it, reference may be made to
bis expressed fear that wealthy schoo)
districis will “bear such force npon
county selectmen tbat they wili refure
to levy a counly echool tax.” If there
weres any ioducemeant to lead oity
scbool districte to Invoke such influ-
ence, It exists in the present method
whereby, as he pute it, §15.000 ol Salt
Liske City taxpeyers’ money goes to
the support of the connoty schools. It
the city taxpayers were as Uliberal as
bie suggestion Jmports, tbe present is
tbe very system toinduce them to agt
inthat jine. The fsct thst thsy do not
#o 80t should be conclusive evidence pi
an inlention not to do s0, abd in thal
reapect olty Iaxpayers are less illiberal
then some who clamor agsiuet them,

Upon 1be otber propositien, examin-
ation of our correspondent’s statement
regatding the levy of taxes shows
misapprehension on his part ae to Con-
stitutivnal provielone. He pames:
1—Two mills for *‘ourrent expenses ol
theTerritory(Btate);?”2—Three mills for
#a Bitate sohool fund;*’ 3—~Three mills
-for current county expenser; 4—Two
mille for & ‘‘county school fund tp be
divided In tbe county precisely ap the
Biate fund.?” Now tbessare nut in the
Copetitation at all, but hy that docu-
ment are contibued in force as etatu
tory regulationr, subject to the wiil o
the Legislature. What bhe calls 2
“*state sohool fund’’ 15 not anch fund
under the Coxetitution, bot merely an
Incldent sabject to legislative manipu-
lation for adding to the State school
fund, which is described in section 3
of urticle 10, and 13 made Gp of school
Jand proceede, money from the snle of
timber, minerale, eto,—itsel! a very
large recource. As Lhe statatory regu-
lations, including the fourth enumer.
ation made, are oontinmed hy the
Constitution, then, if the whole ques-
tion lier in handling the coaunty
echool fund, ae ststed by our
correepondent, his entire contention te
swept sway, and the matiter ia left just
wbere It ls under Terrltorial rule--
subjeot to the wil] of the Lugislature,

Hegarding the ruggesiion that the
separate control named io section 6 of
article 10 is *‘an entering wedge which
means the destruotion ol tbe whole
free school) system,” the fallacy of the
proposition iz shown 1o tbe same ar-
ticie of the Constitution, which esye
*{be Legieluture thall provide for the
establiebment spd meintenance’* of
vuch aystem, and tbat *‘the common
tchool sbalj be free.’?

Even if the extreme position were
taken lhat the f*‘county echool fund,*
which baes been named as of such jm-
portance, bot whioh really ts no figure
In the case, belng subject entirely o
the Legislature and not provided fur in
the Constitution, were done away
with altogether, what is lhe eflect
under the Btate Constitutlon? Plainly
this: That by tbe Btate school taxes
the rich school districte, citiee and ali,
belp the poor ones; the rich counties
aid the poor ones, If Balt Leke City
bas the property which paye the taxes,
then those 1axen go to aid oot only
Balt Leke county echoole, but the
sonools of every poor distriot io the
State. Thatisthe undeniable facl in the
caee, under the Btate Constitution. The
potlic school eystem iz Dot a system by
counties at all, but by the Btate, and
supported by the whole Btate, under
leglislative provisiona not incoaosistent
with the Constitution, whbich di
tributes the school fund according to
school population, and requires a uni-
form snd equel rale of taxation
th ooghbout the Biate,

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF WOMEN.

A ourjous religlogs sect 1s sald (o
exist in Texas, Altentlon hre been
called to it by the visit of three of ita
members to New York recently. The
npume of the sect fs “Sanctified
Bisters,”” or “Sanctificationists.?’ As
the term {mplies, it consists of women
only. The founader is Mrs, Martba
MoWhirter and the Jlundamental
prinoiples of their religion are celibaoy,
common properly and an leolated ex-
istence,

A% en ipstance of what can he ag-
complished hy co-operation the finan-
cial smccess of the little commwunity in
Texas is remsriable. Nineleen years
ago the pociely waw formed. One uf
the first efforis made was 5o repder it
self-supporting. For tbis purpose each
memberemployed s method of herow u.
Ope woman, wbo had previousty lived
in afluence, bought wood as it atood
in tue forest, and with the aid of
anotber elater cut tbe timber and
benled the fuel to markelf. Others ac-
cepted podltions an domestice in house-
bolds in adjoining towne, their earn-
inge belng puoled for mutus] bepefit.
Otbers soltk country produce, and a lew
took lu laundry work to add a mite to
Lthe aseeln,

The communily now consiets of
thirty-two members, all of whom ijva
ut the Central hotel, in Belton, This
building s thelr own property, The
Central Hotel compaoy is a corporation

well and favorabiy knowan in financial
olroles, apd represents the united in-
teresin of the colonlsls. The estimated
wealth of the sect is $100,000. 'The
hotel buildiog and iurniebings ocost
$50,000. The reat of their capitsl is
distributed in email enterprises,

The labor necessary for the exjstence
of the assooialion is divided among 1ts
membere, One of them will teach tbe
cbildren. Onpe of the eisters is an ex-
pert dentiel, nud bas an office fully
eyuipped for working at her profession.
The 1ncome from the hotel ts the prin-
clpal source of revenue, but every in-
vestment seems to bave been a profit-
able one, rendering the orgarization
self-zupporting ana entirely independ-
ent. They are leaders 10 making pub-
lic improvements, abd all are among
the most active and progreesive clli-
zens, alwaye ready to advance the
interests of the lown. Mrs. Meo-
Whirter 1s a member of the board of
trede snd a director of the Opera
House syndicate of Belton,

There i8 Do formal wereblp ot any
ktnd practiced by the sistere, saye the
report from which these facots are
taken, but dslly devotional exercises
are part of tobelr creed, and tbey are
also largely guided by ‘'dreaws.’ A
recital of religious experienceby mem-
bers forme a Laeis for all thelr import-
aol sctions. They aleo olaim to be
poscessed of a delicate sense, which je
their greatest help, aud by it they
detect mlstakes made, and tbroagh it
cofrect them.

They try to improve themeelves in.
tellectually, and are regular subscrib-
ers to the leading peapers of the great
cities, In their library are all the
alendard worke, but the worke of Tol.
stol, Bellamy and other authors of that
class are most liked,

———

THE CAMPAIGN.

The fines are now distinetly formed
apd the greal politioal campaign in
which Utah Is laboring like a ehipin
the troughb of a lempestuous sea, fu
fully if pot noislly under way—the
ooley part wjll be here early enougb,
however., Here are two grest parties
and one that 18 not sp great arrayed
wnd marebaled, eack claimlog every.
thiog for itself and denylng all Lhings
to botb the others, ss uwrual on wsuch

occaslonr; meantime the coolbead-
ed oltizen who does not per.
mit himeelfl to be carrled awsy

by partisan claptrap and cheap bun.
combe looks on and smiles. It ail talls
on bim like n Juce shower on a well-
fod duck; be in going to vole uocordiag
to his convictlons, and no smoWuat of
Chinese tactica can change hlm for
long it at all,

Itien perfectly proper thing to dis-
cuss the jusuer in an Iintelligent spd
tairminded way dJorlog a campaign;
nelther ls there anything reprebensi-
ble in orderly and well arranged
parades with thelr concomitsnts of
music and red fire, since these serve to
awaken interest and cause eome who
are nol sufficiently posted to set abont
it at once, Therwv is, however,notbing
to commend i mierepresentalion sud
ridicale ol opposing candidales
suCh as goes on every day, and much
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