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ou will allow me this vulgar
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you men, if
expression,

DISCOURSE. |z

By President B. YOUNG, delivered inthe | it pass.
Tabernacle, Ogden City, b M thﬂj:ﬁ

“what of your pecaliar

doctrine? hat did you comte to the moun-
June 4th, 1871. tains for? What did you .eave us for? We
SR | suppose it was onl account.of your peculiar
REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS, doetrine.” I reply, ‘‘Pausel Wait a mo- |
ki ment! When we left the confines of what is

IT is a great work to instruect ourselves and
each other:; and to bring ourselves into
perfect subjection, and to an understand- | ]
ing of prineiple. ‘Wa know what it is to | known only toavery few members of our
meet with obstructions, difficulties and | church; but since we have declared this
contradictions of various kinds; and this | revelation we have dwelt in peace and
people know pretty well what it is to have | safety, so we were not persecuted for that,
1o contend with the influences of the wiek- | sure. We did not leave Ohio, Missouri, Il-
ed world: but we bhave reason to rejoice | linois or any other State or meighborhood
and be exoceeding glad that we are not in | within the confines ot civilization for be-
the same cireumstances now that we have | lieving in the doctrine of a
been heretofore. We have peace here in | wiyes,
these mountains, and since we arrived in
these valleys we have been free from those
obstructions with which our pathway was
constantly strewn before. It is frequently
asked me why we Jeft the States and the |
society of our Christian brethren. My re-
ply has invariably been “We stayed with
you, just asl as you woald let us, and
when yvou would let us stay no longer we
had to hant up some other place, and we
came to the valleys not out of choice but
out of necessity.” It is true that we have
had some little things to contend with
here, but it amounts to no more than mrl |
of words. Our religion will bear investi- | offence or seemingly so; but in realit
gation, and we invite the m’ﬂ“ﬁm world | was the same then as now and now as
to inyestigate and to exchange ideas con- | —we as a peopl:
cerning faith and principles, - divine truth, and we are united in endeav-
Brother Wells has beentelling you about | oring to live according to the precepts
some of the influences that we had to con~ | thereof.
tend with in Illinois, This gentleman was| When Brother Wells was speaking he
not a ‘“‘Mormon when we went from Mis- | said the Christain religion had failed. I
souri to Illineis, neither was he when we | willsay Just what he meant to say,--namely,
left that State, and he was in a position to | that afm{'uaing the Christiap rahgion has
know what the feelings ofthe people were; | failed to bring the world into subjection to
his neighbors com the band that slew | molralaws, Lwouldn v that Christiani-
Josepk and Hyrum in the jail at Carthage. bas failed; the reli f Christ has not
He is acquainted with the circumstances. | failed, but those proféessing this religion
He says he has put them from his mind | have failed to bring the world into sub-
as much as possible, and does not think of | jection to good and wholesome laws,' You
them, I am happy to hear it, I wish we | may take up peolitics, for instance, and in
may never beunder the n nnu:f of again | our own country there are agreat many
referring to what we have p through; | parties who differ in their views and
but we shall be, there is no question; and | opinions with regard to governing a nation,
if we have to meet with influences ofan- | and on every hand they are contending
other character now, all that we have to do | against each other. This division exists
is to be prepared for them; and ifthe Lord | even among the professing Christians. The
brings us into circnmstances in which we | Catholics and Quakers are probably less
shall be as willing to live our reliﬁieun and | divided than others, but they are far from
pray, as some are to fight it will much | being one in politics; aud the same is true
better for us. We have many elders in | to a greater extent of the Episcopalians,
Israel who would much rather fight for | Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Bap-
their religion than pray. As for a son | tists, Methodists and so on, When we see
being saved in the celestial kingd%ﬂt‘lrl of | a religion, and one which is claimed to be
God without being prepared to dwell in a | the religion of Christ, and it will not gov-
pure and holy place, it is all nonsense and | ern men in their politics, it is a very poor
ridiculous; and if there be any who think | religion, it is very feeble, very faint in its
thaycan gain the Ermnua of the Father | effects, iaardly perceptible in the life of a
and the Son by fighting for instead of liv- | person. The religion that the Lord has re-
ing their religion, they will be mistaken, | vealed from heaven unites the hearts of the
consequently the quicker we make up our | people, and when they gather together, no
minds to live our religion the better it will | matter where they are from, they are of
be forus, If we live so as to eénjoy the | one heart and one mind. ‘fhose who have
spirit of the faith that we have embraced | no idea of the effects of the gospel attribute
there is no danger of our being deceived. the oneness it produces—to the influence
To those of our Christian brethren who | of individuals now living on the earth, in-
have come here, not to join a mob to Kill | stead of giving God the glory, praise and
or persecufe the Saints, but to see how | honor, |
many of those who have obeyed the gospel, The religion of Heaven unites the hearts
they can induce tojforsake the holy com- | of' the le and makes them one. You
rnandments of the Liord Jesus and to follow | m ther a people togéther, and no mat-
after phantoms, I say the quicker this war w widely they difféer in politics the
of words commenceés and the fiercer it is

ter
éﬁ:ﬂ of Jesus Christ will make them ons,
carried on the better it will be for the

if among them were found members
Saints. So we say come brethren, come | of all'the political parties in the counatry. I
with your big tant.?i your maaung-ﬁounéa,

1 { donot know how many different political
your arguments and all the philosophy you
on of, for we mﬁfla

called civilization the doctrine of plurality
of wives was not known by the world,
and was not taught by and was

I say this to all who hear me.

or they may perhaps grow up with the
idea that we were driven from our homes
in consequence of our belief in celestial
marriage., I want all our ynung. and all |
who believe the gospel and all who do not

believe it to know tha: we were driven for
believing in the Old and New Testament;
not for believing in the Book of Mormon,
but in the Bible and then practicing it in
our lives, This, and this only, is what we
were driven for.

clan

en,

parties now exist in the country, Ther
are in ve a n { used to be only Federals and Democrats,
that we would like the inhabitants of the.

then Whigs, Republicans, Locofocos,
earth to understand. We have nothing in

Barn-burners, and Free-soilers. Then the
the dark, nothing but what is good for man; | “Know nothings’ sprang into existence. I
and we would say to all try our religion.

believe the Ku-Klux is a new political or-
We have tried and we understand the reli

It is now called the “one- | great many I have met in
man power;’’ then it was ‘‘the ‘Mormons’ | —strong, staunch Christians, :
ther;” and this was the rock of|religion of that individual consist of? I
it | told you yesterday,—ignorance and impu-

ERET NEWS.

acter of the Savior, and the sectarian world

‘knock the hind sights off the | are infidel on this point. What dothey be-
But that is valgar and so let | lieve about it? I do mot know what they

believe, and they do not know themselves,
Many of them do not know that they be-
lieve anything. They would be glad to be-
lieve if they knew what to eve. But
not knowing what to belieye they say ‘‘We
do not know, we do not understand, we
cannot tell, We understand some thin

by reading the seriptures; but the min

ters tell us they have a spiritnal meaning.”
Now what does this favorite saying of the
ministers,—*‘‘a spiritual weaning,” convey
to the mind? Something or other that you

‘and I do not understand, that is all, Well
‘then, partially, I will say, to a certain de-

gree, it leaves us in infi elity. This is the
sitnation of the sectarian world to-day—they
do not know what to believe, and conse-

larality of | quently they are full of unbellef and doubt,

and we say that our children ought to know

want our young folks to understand this, | enough to teach the whole world with re-

Ea.rdto these things. The divines of the
ay, when they have graduated from the
schools, » sewminaries and colleges, so
far as their knowledge of heavenly thingn
gm, are a bundle of trash and ignorance.

meet with some ocecasionally, however,
who are very religious. I met with a gen-
tleman in my office last Friday evening,
who was very tenacious on some points
tonching morality. He put me in mind of a
mg travels,
What did the

dence,—that is about the amount of it,

ple believe in the scriptures of | Sach men would be Christians if they knew

how, they would like to be. But will they
receive the truth? Our doctrine and prac-
tice is, and I have made it mine through
life,~to receive truth, no matter where it
comes from, Is there truth in heaven?
Yes, it dwells there, it is the foundation of
the heavens, Is there truth on earth and
beneath the earth? There is. Is there truth
in the words of a good man? Yes, Iathe
words of a wicked man? Yes, sometimes;
and there is trath in the words of an angel,
and in the words of the devil, and when the
devil speaks the truth I should have the
gpirit to diseriminate between the truth and
the error, and should receive the former
and reject the latter. For example, you read
in Genesis about the formation of the earth
and the creation of Adam and Eve in the
Garden, By and by the devil comes along
and tempts Eve, by offering her the fruit of
a certain tree, assuring her at the same
time that the very day she ate of it her eyes
would be open and she would see like the
Gods. Did the devil tell the truth? He did.
Did he tell a lie? Yes, and how many of
them he told to one truth I have not taken
pains to examine, You take a wicked per-
son, an opposer of the truth, one of our
apostates for instance, and he will tell you
a little truth and mix it up with a great deal
of error; but we should know enough to
understand and receive the truth; thag will
do us good, and if we reject the error it will
do us no harm.

1his is onr position, and we say to all
christians ¢come and investigale our reli-

ion. Do we understand Methodism, Pres-
Eytarianism, Quakerism, Shakerism and
the wvarious other isms of the Christian
world? Yes. I learned these, as far as
their creeds go, many years ago, That
which they could not tell and did not un-
derstand, I never did learn, My objection
to theircre~ds and systems was that they
talked about things they did not under-

stand and could not tell a word about; con- |

sequently L was ealled an infidel.
give us the truth: but when stran come
to see maytheir first reflection is "I would
like to ask him a question if I dare.”
What is it? It is all about wives, My
conscience! what a generation of tlemen
and ladies we have! Their thoughtsand re-
flections are continually about wives and
husbands, Why the mind of a pure Saint
and Christian is above such things. If it

We say,

and I have heard that, in the
gions of the world; and in some remarks 1
made yesterday I ventured to say that our
youth know more of heavenly things than
old men do in the Christian world." Ifany
doubt this, just take our children and ques-
tion them, and if they have the co
and boldness, see how qujaklyrt.hﬁx
lead members of the sectarian world i
waters so deep that they éan not see the
shore, But if a war of argnment is desired
or intended, I do not mean contention, but
an exchange of ideas, we are wﬂli:F to
give to all ' who want them, the prineiples
of the gospel of life and s and they
can give to us all know of
nor less than a 8; of morals or ethics,
and is excellent as far ag it

is taught by any
whether he dz:»es or does
foss to know Christ. |

If we are brought into ecircumstances
ﬂrrivilﬂgl of telling
strangers what we believe in we are *rer{

where we have

willing to do so; but the Arst thing wit
them is: *‘Oh |
pecular doctrine!” How.

culiar doetrine?. Wil
it?”>. The reply is: *
haye a peculiar doetrine;”” and the
stand anxiously waiting
other to give it @ name. ' 1 sometimes sa

yes, doctrine,”

answer my own feelings to such parties,

would answer them and say, ‘“‘That 18 no-
thing; so far as a plurality of women goes

to fﬁ'lﬂ and meastres, instead of men, and I

as they have embraced it, which hm:gg.l

Buat the
gospel that we have embraced includes
every principle of morality and virtue that
rson on the earth,
‘not know or pro-

your strange doctrine, your
| n this is said to
me in my office; I say to them, ‘‘What pe-
v;uu please to name

ell, you know you

for somebody or
| : y: | lieve it, I am neither mere nor less than an
Is it plurality of wives you meéan?’” *“Yes,

tgas is &w If 1 were to

ganization;
city of Washington, the Anti-Ku-Klux,
another political party, has recently been
or . If members of all these yarious
organizations were to uboLF the gospel and
gather together, the religion of Heayen
would clear their bhearts of all tical rub-
bish and make them one in yvoting for prin-

is necessary to take a wife, take one; if it is
necessary to have a husband, bhave one.
If it is necessary to have two wives, take
them. If itis right, reasonable and pro- |
per and the Lord pérmits a man to take
haif a dozen wives, take them; but if the
Lord says let them alone, let them alone. |
How long? Until we go down to the grave
if the Lord demand it. If He require an

nk that any religion that will not do

this is very feeble in its effects. The chris-
tian religion, or what is called so, has failed
to subdue the world; but what will the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ do? If the “that
we preach, and which we are trying to set
before priest and people,—for we want all
‘to knew and understand it,—if it does not
‘have the effect of convincing men and
women of the truth sufficiently to induace
them to'yield obedience to its ordinances
and to embrace the doctrine of life and sdl-
vation, and accept the overtures of mercy,
Jlearn éhrint aod obey Him, it will drive
them to the wall of infidelity. Do we be-
lieve this? It must beso. Do others be-
lieve it? No, they do not. The christian
world do not know that they are infldels in
their belief in regard to the character of the
Father and the Son, and the holy priest-
hood and its laws and requirements. If
a man does nol believe that he ought to be
baptized for the remission of his sins, he is
an infidel to baptism. My definition of the
term infidel is that if any principle or doe-
trine is set before me, and I say I disbe-

elder or elders to take their valise and
travel and preach the gospel until the da
of their death, they should do it; and if
| they are not happy 0 so doing, it would
prove that they do not possess the spirit of
their religion,

This eman {0 whom I was speaking
on Friday was tenacious with to
the Sabbath: that was his whole theme,
‘He commenced about our runnints cars
‘here on the Sabbath day. I told him in
‘as few words as I could, that my feelings
were not to do it, and if I had
management of railroads I would m

for us to work

it. hy? Becaunse the Lord has
that it is mnot good
the seven days; it is good to work six and
rest the seventh. Our 'uxatem requires rest
after six tgnjra‘ Ialﬁr; ;::rt Fon?ﬁuanﬂy He
as set the seyenin a or that purpose,
rﬁut. 1 told him I could not control that
matter: the people want fo run from Salt
Lake to Ogdenand backagain to Salt Lake,
on Sundays and consequently, asitisamat-
ter ufne?aﬂaitﬁ,wu runthe carson the Sab-
bath, Said he: *‘ How canyou reconeilethis?”
Said I ‘‘it onght to be done, that is how I
reconecile it.”” XKnow whether you ought to
doa thing or not, and if you ought to do it,
do it: and if you ought not, let it alone.
That is the way tolive, You can not read

infidél to that principle or doctrine. Are
the sectarian world infidels according to
this definition? Yes, and if we had time
we would fake some ges of seripture
and prove it. Take, Ilur instance, the char-

I
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anytbing in the Bible sbout a rallroad
from Salt Lake City 0 Ogden, nor from
the Atlantic to the Pacific; you can mnot
read anything about te h wires, nor
whether they should work ou a Sunday
or lie still; nor anything about runuingoa
railroad; or a stsge, or about the labor
of the who. live now. By read-

ing the Bible we can learm something
about the way the ancients ulated theix
labors as far &s the Lord told them what

to do.”” It isome of the most simple things
in the world for peopleto understand what
course they should 1ake; what a pity they
do not all nnderstand it! If men would
live and humble themselves like children
God could dwell within them and could
dictate every heart, Bat to evjoy this we
must live before the Lord,sothst our minds
would be like a sheet of white paper such
asour reporters here are writing on, then
the Lord could and would dictate all our
movements., Live with aconscience woid
of offense towards God and man and the
spirit of inspiration would indite matter on
every such well regulated conscience. But
our consciences are made by our parents
and teachers;and jast as we are taught by
others are our consciences diclated. Buat
we should all live sothat the spirit of reve-
lation could dictate and write on the heart
and tell us what we should do, instead of
the traditions of our parents and teachers,
But to do this we maust become likelittle
children; and Jesus says if we do not we
cannot enter the omofheaven. How
gimpleit is! Live from envy, malice,
wrath, strife, bitter feel and evil
lpaakfng inn our families and about our
neighbors and friends, and all the inbabit-
ants of the earth, wherever we meel them,
Live so that our consciences are free, clean
and clear, This is as simple as anything
can be, and yet it is one of the hardest
things to get to understand, or
rather to practice; for you may get them to
understand it, but the great tﬂmiﬂ
to get them to practice it. If we, both
priest and pmpfa. will practice this, the
ipirit of the Lord ean dictate and te!l us
our duty,and when that is presented before
us we will goand doit.

Bat instead of such principles as these
occupying people’s minds now-a-days, it is
¢How many wives bave you, Mr. Young?
Oh, I do wamt to ask Mr. Young how many
wives he bas.'” ITadies who come into my
office very uently say: “I wonder if it
would hurt his feelings if I were to ask
him how many wives he has?”’ Let me say
to all creation that X would as liet they
should ask me that queéstion as any ether;
but I would rather see them anxious to
learn about the goupel Having wives is a
gecond consideration; it is within the

pale of duty, and, consequently, it is all
right,

Bat to preach the ml, save the
children of men, build up ingdom of
God, produce ﬂglxtoomm in the midst of
the people; govern and control ourselves
and our families and all we have influence
over: make us of ome heartand ome mind;
to clear the world from wickedness,—this
fighting and slaying, this mischievous
spirit now so general, and fo subdue and
drive it from the face of the earth, and to
usher in and establish the reign of univer-
sal peace, is our business, no matter how
many wives a man has got, that makes no
difference here or there. I want.to nuaf
and I wish you to publish it, that I would
as soon be asked hew many wives I have
got as any other question, just as soon; but
1 would rather see som ng else in their
minds instead of all the time thinking
“How man¥ wives have you; or I wonder
whom he slept with last night,”” I can
tell those who are curious on this point.
I slept with all that slept, and we slept on
one universial bed, — the bosom of our
mother earth, and we slept together.
“Did you have anybody in bed with you?”
“Yes,” “Who was it?” It was my wife,
it was not your wife, nor your daughter
nor sister she was my wife, and that
too legally. I can say that toall creation;
and every homnest man can say the same;

put it is not all who are professed Chris-
tians whoean say it, and 1 willsay, and I
am sorry tosay ii, not all profi “Mor-

mons’’ cam say Live so that your

‘heart 18 pure and boly, and if the Lord Al-

mighty gives you a wife take care
of her, and do not be like many of our
brethren. I heard a contention this morn-
ing between an old man and his family, I
am ashamed to say it; as I said to the
brethren **It is bad emough to see young
fools, but worse to see old fools. You
only meetwith a man occasionally who
knows enough about human nature to ﬁ:—
ern his own family. Men as ageneral thing
do not knmow the dispositions of their
wives and chil nor how to govern and
control them; and it is certainly a pretty
close, intricate point. I have bad some
peopia ask me how I and control
the people. -1 do it by g them the
truth and letting them do just as they have
amind to. I control my wives by telling
them thetruth and leiting them do ss the
like., WillI quarrel with them? No, I will
not. Some of them may have felt a
little discouraged at this. Idonot know,
however, that they had a disposition to
quarrel, if they have bhad, are sick or
it, for they bave found out they can
not raise the breeze. Devils, pigs, d
and the brute creation quarrel. Do intel-
ligent maen quarrel? Teﬁ and men and wo-
men will quarrel, and sometimes th
quarrel with their neighbors. I meet wi
some occasionally who need chasteningf
but as for quarrelling I do not think that

am guilty of it.



