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IT is a great work to instruct ourselves and
each other and to bring oukourselvesselves into
perfect subjection and to an understand-
ing of principle wewe know what it isia to
meet with obstructions difficulties and
contradictions ofor various kinds and this
people know pretty well what it is to have
to contend with the influences of the wick-
ed world buttout we have reason to rejoice
and be exceeding giadglad that we are not in
the same circumstances now that we have
been heretofore we have peace here in
these mountains and since we arrived in
these valleys we have been free fromirom those
obstructobstructionsionslons with which our pathwaypathwiLy was
constanconstantlyaly strewn before it is frequently
asked llieilieme whyde left the states and the
society otof our christian brethren my re-
ply has invariably been we stayed with
you just as long as you would let us and
whenwhon you would let us stay no longer we
had to hunthunturup some other place andaud we
came to the valleys not out of choice but
out of necessity it is true that we have
had some little things to contend with
here but it amounts to no more than aayarag

of words our religion will bear investi-
gation ana we invite the christianChristfanatlan world
to investigate andana ta exchange ideas con-
cerningeernek

I1 falthfaith and principles
brother wellswolfs has been telling you about

some of the influences that we had to con-
tend with in illinois this gentleman was
not a mormon when we went from mis-
souri to illinois neither was he when we
left that state and he was in a position to
know what the feelings of the people were
his neighbors composed the band that slew
joseph and hyrum in the jail at carthcarthageage
adishe is acquainted with the circumstances
he says he has put them from his minimindmind
aaas much as possible and does not think of
them I1 am happy to hear it I1 wish we
may never be under the necessitynecessity of again
referring to what we have passed through
but we shall be there is no question and
if we have to meet with influences of an-
other character now all that we have to do
is to be prepared for them and if the lord
brings us into circumstances in which we
shall be as willing to live our religion and
pray as some areto fight it will be much
better for uaus we have many elders in
israel who would much rather fight for
their religion than pray As for a person
beinbeing saved in the celestial kingdom of
qed without being prepared to ddwellwell in a
pure and holy place it is all nonsense and
ridiculous andanand if there be any who think
ththaythey can gain the presence of the father
and the son by fighting for instead of liv-
ing their religion they will be mistaken
consequently the quicker we make up purour
minds to live our religion the better it will
be forfon us if we live sosa as to enjoy the
spirit of the faith that we havelave embraced
there is no danger olourofour being deceived

totd those of our christian brethren who
have come here not to join a mob to kill
or persecute the saints but to see hehovhog
many ofthose who have obeyed the gospel
they can induce ttforsaketb the holy com-
mandmentsmandmanaments of the lord jesus and to folla
after phantoms I1 say the quicker this war
of words commences and the fiercerfierce it isisi

carried on the better it will be for the
saints so we say come brethren conle
with your big tents your meeting houses
your arguments and all the philosophy you
are in possession of forwefor we have a religion
that wowe would like the inhabitants ofbf the
eartheaith to understand we have nothing iuin
the dark nothing butwhat id good for milumilnman
and we would say to all try our relirellreligionglou
we have tried and we understand the relirell
gions of the world and in some remarks I1
made yesterday I1 ventured to say that our
youth know more of heavenly things than
old menmon do lain the christian world if anyariy
doubt this jjustast take bur childrenchilcUerl and ques-
tion them ana itif they have the courage
andanad boldboidboldnessnes see how quickly athey will
lead members of the sectarian wworldorldorid intohito
waters so deep that they caacan not see the
shore but if a war ofargument is desired
otor intended I1 do not mean contention but
an exchange of ideas we lireare willing to
give to wllall whowha want them the principles
of themhd gospel of lifa and salvation and they
can diveto us all they the gospel
as they have embraced it which bisno more
nor less than a system of moralsmetals ovor ethics
and is excellentas far aasi it goes butbat tnthe
gospel that we have embraced includes
every principle of morality andaud virtue that
is taught by any person on the earthoarth
whetherrhehe doesdoe or koedoedoessnotnot know or

toter know chrlschristt
if we arearef brought into circumstances

weerd we have the privilege of telling
strangers what we believe in we are vervenveryveny
willing to do so but the arst thing with
them is Oh jour strange doctrine your
pecolar docdoetrinell Hohow woftenoften this is said to
me in mytny office I1 baysaysay to themthena what pe-
culiar doctrine will youyon please to name
ilit the reply I1is well you knowlenow you
hayehave pecullarpeculiar doctrine and the ladlesladies
stanastand anxiously waitingwalting forflar somebody or
other to give it a namenamer I1 sometimessometimesf sasayy
sikJssitit plurality of wives you r yesyes

yes that is tho doctrine 11 jf I1 wereweye to
answer my own niefiefeelingselings to such parVarpartlepartietletie I1
would answeranswer them and say that is no
thing so far as a plurality of women goes

you men ayou willwll allow me this vulgar
expressionexpresslyri knoekknock the hindblind sights off the
mormonscormonsMormons but thatthit Is vulgar andaddao so let
it pass

but say they what ofor your peculiar
doctrine what did you the moun-
tains for what did youyoueeoeeueaeuu forfur we
suppose it was onoil accountn bofof your peculiar
doctrine I1 reply wait a mo-
mentgentl when wolentwe heftleft the confines of what is
called civilization the of plurality
of wives was not known by the world
and was not taught by us and was
known only to a verykery pewfew members ofor ofirouroin
church but since we have declared this
revelation we have dwelt in peace and
sasafetyflety so we werewerd not persecuted for ththatat
surgsure we did not leave ohio missouri il-
linois

i

or any other state or neighborhood
within the confines ot civilization for be-
lieving in the doctrine of a plurality of
wives I1 say this to all who hear me I1
want our young folks to understand this
ortheyor they may perhaps grow up with the
idea that we were driven from our homes
in consequence of our belief in celestial
marriage I1 want all our young and all
who believe the gospel and idlall who do not
believe it to know that we were driven for
believing in the old and new testament
not for believing in the book of mormon
but in the bible and then practicing it in
our lives this and this only is what we
were driven for it is now called the one
manpowerman power then it was the mormonscormonsMormons
clan together and this was the rock of
defenceoffence or seemingly so butblat in reality it
wasas ththee same then as now and inowaynow as then

we asackt
1 a people believe inthein the scripture of

cdivine truth and we are united in endeav-
oring to live according to the precepts
thereof

when brother wells was speaking he
said the christain religion had failed I1
will saybay just what he meant to say namely
that professing the christian religion hasprofessingfallefailed to bring thedie world into subjection foto

that christiani-
ty has failed the vreligion of christ has not
failed but those professing this religion
have failed to bring the world into sub-
jection to good and wholesome lawse you
may take up politicsr for instance and iniq
ourur own country there are a greatthreat many
parties who differ in their views and
opinions with regard to governing a nation
and on every hand they are contending
against each other this division exists
even among the professingg christians the
catholics and quakers afoaioare probably less
divided than others but they are far from
being one in politics and the same is true
to a greater extent of the episcopaliansEpiscopalians
presbyteriansrians congregationalists bap-
tists methodiits and so on when we see
a religion and one which is claimed to be
the religion of christ and it will not

I1
gov-

ern men in their politics it is a very poor
religion it is very feeble very faint in its
bileeeffectsts hardly perceptible in the life of a
person the religion that the lord hasha re-
vealed from heaven unites the hearts of the
people and when they gather together no
matter where they are from they are of
nifeorve hearthearl and one mind those who have
nopo idea of the effects of the gospel attribute
the oneness it produces to the influence
DCof individuals now living on the earth in-
stead of giving god the glory praise and
honor

thothe religion of heavertheaven uniteunites the hearts
joathoft V people and makes them one you
rnaanay gatherheir a people todtogetherther and no mat-
tert irhabw widely they diffor in politics the

ea of jesus christ will make them one
levevevenoven ifaf among them erewerevre found anmembersembers
of aalthe political parties in the country I1

know how manymapy different political
parties now exist inla the country therthere
diedeged to be only Feddfederalsralsnals andans democrats
henithen whigshi republicanse licansr

jsahna bbunnersburners andfrewoe boilers then the
11 knowthothe notnothingssn s intofato existence I1
ibellbieveev tthee kuu klux1 is a nennew political or-
ganization and I1 have heardheark that in the
city of Washingwashingtontott the anttantl ra klux
another political party has recently yeenbeenbeen
organized if members of allati these various
organizations were to obey the goeglgospel antand
gather together the religionignibn of beaveavenen
would clearclean theirthear hearts otof allaila political rub
bishblah and mkeme them one in voting for prin-
ciples and measures instead of men and I1
thinkthank that any religion that will not do
this is very feeble in its effects the chris-
tian religion or what 14isisi14 called so has failed
to subdue the world but what will the gos-
pel 0of jesusesus christr s do if thee gospel that
wee preacepreach and whichchic wee aarmare frtryinging to set
before priestrl standand people norforr woa want all
to knowno anandana understandn ltit if it doesoes
have the effect of convincing menen and
women of the truth susufficiently to induce
them toyietoyletoyfieldto yieldld obedience to its ordinances
and to embrace the docducdoctrinetrIne oflife and slisal-
vation and accept the overtures of mercy
learn christ and obeyobay him it will
them to the wallwali ot do we be
lievethisothis it must besobe so do others be-
lieve it no they do not the christian
world do not knoknow vv that they are infidels in
their belief in regard to the character of the
father and the son and the holy priest-
hood and its laws and requirements if
a man does not believe that hebe ought to be
baptized for the remiremissionstion of his sins he is
annix infidel to baptism my definition of the
term infidel is that if any principle or doc-
trine is set before me and I1 say I1 disbe-
lieve it 1I am neither msrenor lessless than an
infidelI1 tot ihnilathatat principle or doctrine are
the sectarian world infidels according to
this definition yes and if we had time
we would take some passages pfaf scripture
and prove itIL taktakedeforforfon instance the charebar

acter of the savior ndand the sectarian world
are infidel on this point what do they be-
lievelieve about it I1 do not know what they
believe and they do not know themselves
many of them do not know that they be-
lieve anything they would be glad to be-
lieve if they knew what to believe but
not knowing what to believe they say I1 we

not know we do not understand we
cannot tell we understand some things
by reading the scriptures but the minis-
ters tell us they have a spiritual meaning
now what does this favorite saying of the
ministers a spiritual meaning convey
to the mind something or other that you
and I1 do not understand that iaIs all well
then partially awillI1 will say to a certain de-
gree it leaves us in infidelity this iais the
situation ofthe sectarian world todayto day they
do novnot know what to believe and conse-
quently they are full ofunbelief and doubt
and we say that our children ought to know
enough to teach the whole world with re-
gard to these things the divines of the
day when theyther have graduated from the
schools seminaries and colleges so
far as their knowledge of heavenly things
goes are a bundle of trash and ignorance
I1 meet with some occasionally however
who are very religious I1 met with a gen-
tleman in my office last friday evening
who was very tenacious on some points
toitchingtouching morality he put me in mind of a
great many I1 have met in my travels

strong staunch christians what did the
religion of that indiaindividualdual consconsistt of I1
toldld you yestyesterdayerdaerds ignorance and impu-
dence that is abouta ontout the amount of it

elelie menen wouldouid bee christiansbristianslans if they kneknew
how they would like to be bubbbut will they
recedereceive the truth our doctrine and prac-
tice is and I1 have made it mine through
lifeilfe to receive truth no matter where it
comes from laIs there truth in heaven
yes it dwells there it is the foundation of
the leavensheavensheavens Is there truth on earth and
beneath the earth there iais Is there truth
in the words of a good man yes inthein the
words of a wicked man yes sometimes
and there Is truth in the words of an angel
and in the words of the devil and when the
devil speaks the truth I1 should have the
spirit to discriminate between thetho truth and
the error and should receive the former
and reject the latter for example you read
in genesis about the formation of the earth
and the creation of adam and eve in the
garden by and by the devil comes along
and tempts eve by ofyeringoffering her the fruit of
a certain tree assuring her at the same
time that the very day she ate of it her eyes
would be open and she would see like thothe
gods did the devil tell the truth gedidredidhe did
did he tell a lie yes and how many of
them he told to one truth I1 have not taken
pains to examine youyon take a wicked per-
son an of the truth one 0of our
apostates for instance and behe will tettattellteil youon
a littleittle truth andaud mix it up with a greagreat itealdeal
of error but we should know enough to
understand and receive the truth that will
do us good and if we reject the error it will
do Us no harmbarm

this is our position and we say to all
christians come and investigate our

ionlon do we understand methodism pres
6 quakerism and
the various other iamsisms of the christian
world yes I1 learned these as narfar as
their creeds go many yearsears ago that
which they could not tellteil and did not un-
derstandderstand 1 neverevern did learn my objection
to10 tiittilt it creeds and systems was that they
talked about things they did not under-
stand and could not tell a word about con-
sequently I1 was called an infidel we say
give us the truth but when strangers come
to see first reflection iala 1I would
like to ask him a question ifit I1 dare
what is it it is auall about wives my
consciences what a generation of Sentgentlemenlemen
and ladlesladies we havelhovel their thoughtsthoughtsandreandana re-
flections are continually about wives and
husbands why the mind of epurea purepune saint
and christianChrist lanlin is above suchstich things if it
laIs necessnecessaryarydry to take a wife take one if it is
necessary to have a husband have one
if it iaIs necessary to have two wives take
them if it is right reasonable and pro-
per and the lord permits a man to take
hairhalf a dozen wives take them but if the
lordluord says let them alone let them alone
how long until we go down to the grave
if the lord demand it if heile require an
elder or elders to take their valise andana
travel and preach the gospel until the day
of their death they should do it11 and
they are not happy i a so doing it would
prove that they do not possess the spirit
their religion

this gentleman to whom I1 was speaking
on friday was tonatouatenaciousclouscious with regard to
the sabbath that was his whole theme
he commenced about our running
hereonherehore on the sabbath daydily I1 told hinihind
as few words as I1 could that my feelings
were not to do it and if I1 had

of railroads I1 would
it why because the lord has said
that it is not good for us to work
the seven days it is good to work six and
restnest the seventh our system requires resttest
after sixsit days jaborlabor and consequently lrelie
hasbag set the seventh apart for that purpose
butbat I1 toldtola him I1 could ilotriot control that
mattermattei the people want to runvan from salt
dakelake to Ogogdendenandandana back again to salt lake
on Ssundays and consequently as it iais a mat-
ter carson the sab-
bath

sab-
both said he how cannou reconcile this
saldsaid I1 it wiitought to be done that isow I1
reorecreconcileancile it know whether you ought to
doadon thine or not arid if yau ought to do it
do it anandana if you oughtmight not let it alone
that iaIs themaythe way to live you can nonot read

anything in the bluieelwie abdoul a railroad
from salt lake otyouyaptyptyv to9 ogden nor dromfrom
the atlantic to tha vouyoa meucaa not
read anything about telegraphteetoe graph wiresvireq nor
whether therthey should work oucu a sunday
or lie still nor anything about running a
railroad or a stage or about the labor
of the who live now by read-
ing tiiethe bible we cane learn something
about the waytray ththe ancients regulated thelltheli
labors as far as the lord told thedaibera whatwhit
totododo 11 it inoue cathe most
in the world for people to understand what
course they should sakelake what a pitypar thethey
do not all underanderunderstandstand it if men would
live and humble themithemselveselvesbives ilkelike children
god could dwell within them and could
dictate everyheart batelai to enjoy this yawe
mustmast live before the lordbiord so thacthat ourouri minds
would be ilkelike a sheet of white paper such
as our reporters here are writing on then
the lord could and would dictate all our
movement Live with a conscienceclence voldvoid
ofoffense towards god audand man and the
spirit of inspiration voaidwould matter on
every such well regulated conscience bat
our consciences are made by our parents
and teachers andjastjust as wevre are taughthy
others are our consciences dictated but
we should all live so that the spirit ofreve-
lation could dictate and write on the heart
and tell uswhat vove should do insteadinstead of
we traditions of our parents and teachers
bubbutbuttoto do this we must become likeilke little
children and jesus says if we do not we
cannot enter the kingdomofheaven how
simple it is live free from envy malice
wrath strife bitter feelings and evil
speakingspeak ng iain our families and about our
neighbors and friends and all the inhabit-
ants of the earth wherever we meet them
live so that our conseconscienceslences are free clean
and cleardear this is as simple as anything
can be and yetyett it is one of the hardest
things to get people to understand or
rather to practice forfo you imay get them to
understand it but the great difficulty is
to get them to practice it if we both
priest andRnd people will practice this the
spirit of the lord caacan dictate and tellustellteil us
our dutyand whenwhon that is presented before
us we will goandana doltdo iftitt

but instead ofor such principles as these
occupying peoples minds now a 1 iaIs

howflow many wiveswires havellavo you mrur young
on I1 do want to askasb mr xoungyoung howhovi manynany
vivesvicca behe hasbas01 ladies who come into my
office very frequently saysas 1 I wonder ifit it
would hurt his feelings if I1 were to ask
him how many wiveswires helie hasha let me saysas
to all creation that I1 would as lietiler they
should ask me that question as any otheir
but I1 would rather see them anxious to
learn about the gospel ravinghaving wives is a
secondary consideration it iaIs within the
palepaiealeaie of duty and consequently itift is allan
right9 bobbot todo preachpreas the gospelgostol save the
fehildren of men buildupbuild up the kingdom of
godd produce righteousness in the midst of
fhethee people golem and control ourselvesou wolves
and our families and all we have influence
over make us of one heart and one mind
to clear the world from wickednesss this
fighting and slaying this mischievous
spirit now so general and to subdue and
drive it from the face ofor the earth andioand tobtol
usher in and establish the relga of univer-
sal peace is our business no matter howbow
many wives a manmarmaithashas got that makes no
tereneedifferencedi here or there I1 lantto say
and I1 wish you to publish it that I1 would
as soon be asked hewhow many wives I1 have
got as any other question just asa soon but
1J would rather see something else in their
minds instead of all the time thinking

how many wives hatehave yonYOU or I1 wonder
whom he sieptslept mithith last night I1 can
tell those who are euriouscurious on this point
I1 slept with all that slept and we slept oaon
one universal bed the bosom of our
mother eearth and we slept together

did you0u havohave anybody inimbedbedbea with youyon
yesyest who was it iblas my wife

it was not your wife nor your daughter
nor sister unless she was my wife andant that
too legally I1 can say that to all creation
and every honest man can say the same
but it is not all who are professedprofessel chris-
tians who cancam say it14 andsad I11 kill say and I1
am sorry to say it not all professed mor
donaltmons cancam say this live so that yourtourour
heart is pure and holy and if the lordlorialal-
mighty gives youyom a wifeI1vaif0 take good care
of berher and do not be likeuhe many of our
brethren I1 beard a contention this morn-
ing between an old man and his familyfatally r
am ashamed to aaysay it as I1 said to the16
brethren it iaIs bad enough to see young
fools buthut worse to see old fools you
only meet with a man occasionoccasionallyautaUy who
knows enough about human nature to gov-
ern his own family men as ageneral thing
do not know the dispositions of their
wives and children nor how to govern and
control them andana it iais certainly a pretty
closedose intricate point I1 have had some
people ask me bohowbow I1 manage and control
the 1 I doltdoitdo it by teungtelling them the
truth and letting them do just as they have
a mind to I1 control my wives by telling
them the truth and letting them do as thetheyweelikeme will I1 quarrel with thennthem kono I1awill
not some of themthen may have felt a2
littia discouraged at this I1 do not knobknow
however that they had a dispositionpositiondb to
quarrel ifit they have badhad they amaro sicksicie of
nitiforit norfor thoythey havelave joundfound outoat that they cancam
not raise the breeze devildevils pigs dodogsetand the brute creation quarrel do intintel

men quarrel tesyes and nienmen aadand wo-
men will quarrel and sometimes thepthey
quarrel with theirneighbors I1 mee
some occasionoccasionallyallail who needmeed chasteningcha
buthut as forvir quarrelingquarrelingeingging 11II do mobmot talatathatshat I1
am guilty ofor it


