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severely frowned down anywhere. It
does not, however, appear that wo are
now In any danger from that source,
notwithatanding the financial plank of
the Democratic platform; ite endorce-
ment by thejpeople and its autborship
alone should, we think, be a sufficient
guarantce in the right direction, as
was exhaustively sbown in a recent
irsue of the NEws.

THE FORTHCOMING MESSA'GE.
The denth of President Harriron’s
father-iln-law was given s 8 reason for
the protable lateness of the annual
metsage a few days ago; now we have
the snnouncement that it will not be
delained at all, but will be eent to Con-
gress by Tuesday next atthe latest.

There |8 more than uaeunl Interest in
the forthcoming document, for several
reatons, prominent among whioh ie
thut it is the last of the %ind Mr. Har-
rison will ever nrepare, snd therefore
may partake somewhat of the nature
of n valedictory; slso that it may ex-
hibit rome traces of the contending
emotions with which his bosom has
been filled of late. . Howeverthat may
be, it will andoubted]y be a patriotio,
capable document.

A Washington correspondent, who
¢laims to be in o position to know, says
the message wiil natarally make few
recomtendntions for legislation, hut
his recmme of the condition of pablic

business wlill be suoph as to show
that the admlinlstration, In giv.
fng vp power, hias no regrets. The

Prepident will mnke it cleer that the
legisiution which the people seem to
want should come from the party that
wiil soon be in complete power. In
dircuesing the finanecial conditions he
will indirectly answers some of the
pariienn critioisme that are heardabout
the condition of the treasury, and in
llkely to point oat wherein the expen-
ditares of the goverpment have grown.
He may recommend the suspenslon of
farther payment on public worka antil
the public finances justify it; at the
:gme time will prebably show how

e

expenditures are In  excess
of the revenues, becamse "of the
removal of the sugar tax, and

leavae it to the people to Judge whether
they wnant the tsx removed. In
other words, nccepting this corres-
pondent’s prefiguring as correct, the
President will impliedly if not directly
agk that the policy outlined by the
Democratic .uatlonal platform and
which the people have just endorsed
by 627,000 pluralily, be given full force
nnd effect, to the end that if faulty it
practical application will develop its
faults and thus the remedy can be sup-
plied later; whereas, If not put to the
crucial test, the experiment which the
people have elected to try will not have
been given the opportunity whioh
wguld be satislying to them. There
ghould be no fault-finding, it would
seem, over snpgh saggestions, being no
clearly in line with the requirements
and wisheso! so great a preponderanes
of tho voters.

The question whioh we of the Far
West are concerned in more, perhaps,
thap any other, is that of rliver. The
correspoudent ad vises ug on this head
that there has been some dlscassion
over the advlaabllity of the Piesident

recommending the repenl of the Bher-
man siiver law, on the ground that it
hes served lta rurpose. Buch a re-
commendation, we are advlsed, would
have a good effect on the Internatipnal
monelary conference now In session In
Brugtels. Thesilver states haveshown
by their votes that the Bherman law ir
not satisfnotory to them, and as the reet
of the coantry never demsnded it the
President, it is claimed, cannot but be
in socord by recornmending its repeal.

It ts not abeolutely certain that he will’

do a0, yet there are pald to be indica-
tiona that he leans te such a recom-
mendation. [t does begin to look,
howevar, na though the confersnce
might forestall the President In this
important matter; certainly it seems an
ifallver were about to sdvance severanl
polntsin the scale and remain there,
and whether the resuit shall be acoom-
plished by congreesional of interna-
tlonal action or by both does not so
much matter.

We are loformed that the cholera
epldemic wili be dlscuesed, and Con-
gress will be advised to legislate more
gpecifically, porsibly to the eatablish-
ment of a national quarantine. While
power was found for the executlve de-
partment,the desirability ot having this
power clearly defined, we are told,
points to & wational quarantine as the
safest way of avoiding confliot with
local health officers and of making the
quarantine effective for the whale
country. Immigration naturally
growe out of the cholera dlscussion,
and on this point the advieability of
Congress defining the positlon of this
country will probably be shown.
President Harrleon, it is olalmed, will
not recommend the total prohibition of
immigration for ten Years, as some
have advised him to do, hut he wlll
emphasize the necessity of further
restriclion than 1s now lmposed.

Having come 80 near to what the
Chief Maglstrate intends placing be-
fore the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in the way of suggestions
and recommendsations, there does not
seem to be muach left to look for ezecept,
perhaps, in the way of review; and as
to tbia and all the rest of it for that
mutier, it might be as well to walt for
the document itself. President Harri-
son has a babit at iimee of keeping his
own counael and of doing and eaying
things to sult himeelf. The NEkws
will publish the meesage entire when it
comes.

THAT VEXED QUESTION.

It Is astonishing how often questioos
regarding the manner of choosing the
President and Vice Presldent are

asked, there being scarcely 8 news-
paper in the Iland a year old but
what has been requested to furp-
ish such jinformation At least
once, erome of them severai times,
Ope cause, perhaps, Is the fact that
those who essay the task of anewering
do not always take the trouble of look-
ing up the points concerning which
informaticn is desired, and thus the
questioner, socuef or later, finds that
he js in possegpion of fustruction which
dces not Instract. The Ogden Standard,
of Wednesday, contained s response to
a question ol the kind spoken of, con-
slastlh» g of an extract from Johoson'a
epitomce of the oconstitutional and legul

fof RV L A
provisions upon the subject, of w
the followlng ie a part: 3 bhich

The Conslitution ordains that the ele
tors shall meet in their respective star.c_
on the first Wednesday in December, aes
vote by ballot for President ani \}iegd
Presidont, one of whom nt least nhall o
b6 an inhabitant of the same state “-i?t
themsel ves; and they shall make dlIstin, h
lists of all persons voted for as Prm,ft
dent, ote,, and of the Dumber of voa.
for each, which lists they shall aj ey
and certify and transmit seated to t fu
seat of government of the Ul'm:ee
States, directed to tha president of tod
Senate. The electora of ull the wtpy :
constitute the electoral college. A mes
jority of the whole number of elec:ol-a'-
votes is Doceseary to elect the Preaide
and Vice-Presldent. They meet gt lgt
capitals of their rcspective siatos, Tho
electoral voies are opened and counteq o Y
the second Wednenday of Fshruary bn
both houses of Congress, whigh meet 1y
the chamber of the Representatives, D!
the actinl mode of performing their duat
the eloctors do not exercise any judgmg
or discretionary power in the choigg L
Prenident and Vice-Presldent, but o
their votes for the candidates pr st
vionely nominated hy their parto-
nsually In a natioDal convention. ¥

It the Standard writer had relleg
upon his own mind and ability
auswer, instead of trusting implipj;
to other authority, he would not hy
been guilty of the blunders whigh ure
thus given to a confiding reader i tha
gulse of information. The first Bt“tee
ment in the extract s untrae, gpe f-h‘
{}onstitutlon does nothlng of the klnd?
t mentions no time when the elegig,?
shall - meet, leaving that to the ]H‘;a
making power, which has provme&
that the eleptors shall meet at the tim
stated. The second sentence atatag hu(:',
a small purtof the case, in that it fai]
to show that the certificates Are mﬂus
natin triplicate and does not show be
what means they reach the seat of ovy
ernmeni; one set {8 seut to the Preaideni
of the Senate by mail, another set roe
to him by n speclal messenger chmua8
by the electors, and the third ig ﬁleg
in the Unpited Biates court (o th
district in whick the elect.im:’
has been held. The Btatement
that lhe electors meet af g
capitals of their respective stabe:
18 not necessartly corregt, theg
Copstitution providing that they megt
at such place as the legislature ma
direct; and the acsertion that the eleg
tors exerolse no Judgment or dlscretlon‘.
ary power but vole for the candidates
of their party previously nominateg ta
misleading at least. The electorg ;;m
got compelled by any s w {except party
fealty}to vote for anybody who Wy be
nominated; theéy sre presumed tg ho
utterly unblased in thelr actlon apg in
their united jJudgment to eelect such
men as are presumably fittest, The fapt
that they hnove on nearly every oc-
oasion of Iate years voted fgr the
men previpuely nominatel by the
nstionsl conventlon of their party
does not show that they are bound
to 4o B0 by any meane; anid the impit-
cation thut they act like mo many may
tonettes, simply registering the wili of
thelr party, has a tendency to deprive
the exaltqd statlon of a presidential
elector ot ifls importance and dignity
and to make of the eolemn act of vot-
ing simply the enacting of a role in a
not very serious drama. [t conveysa
wrong impression and 1s therefore not
information at ali.



