T

1}

GOD AND MAN.

d to my works, neither to my
‘lIs my Wwork and my ;dm:'yri to
tulity and eiernal 1o

«Thére 18 BO ©

- for the
i 466 the Tmmor

brlnp;l.o,

of man.
dn, spoken by Giod to Mo-
he“;t::orm(‘mgl, indieute 1hat His
s wll for the ulti-

works and words are
mate henefit of
cause He s the

man, And why? Be-
Father of u:wfai apilrits ?r
. athers have affectionale
:Llrﬁlet:; zg?iorllude tor theit.children.
Bhould childreD becoms unfortunsate,
entailing misery upon them,the tem;.ler
chre of o Joving father 18 especia 5
manifested towards them, &# is, and
ever has been, the cibe with Qod an

fallen man.

The term A0,
woman &lso—the
one ne NoCesERLY
exislence.

We spenk of @
must be :}potl;tin o

o
3’313{, aw“(; fnJependent of the t.enl].
potal ereation. Therefors the A postle
reasona ip this wise, *We have fnther?
after the flesh whom Wwe mvuirenee,
bow much rather pe in subjeoct O’EI to
the Father of our apirite and live.

That which I8 gpiritusl is lso eter-
pal. He who i8 without begmninhsi ot:
days or end of time, begels that \;' o
is like unto himseelf: One part o :mml
therefore is oternsl, and the morln‘l
patt must becorce® {mmortal to blen
with und forever be asgociated with th'u
eternal, Thias is the labor gr man’s
life, to exchange the wortal for the ir;x.
morta! and thereby be prepared for the
ebe;lgﬁ; the question arlges, how ls this
to be donel We must learn how to
come in pussession of the morte{n],
which la Jdeath with all its entailments,
snd then take the direotly opposite
course to secure opposite results. °
are now in time with mortaiity and
denth; these nre the Pppusltea of ete:i
nity, with {mmortailty and etero
iife.

We are
transgression of t

as here used, includes
male and female, the
as the other to man’s

od a8 Falher, snd we
of By cblidren—child-
apiritual oreutlon,

joformed that by sin—
he Iaw, came death
with il it consequencesof mortality,
aud thet by obedlence, the grace and
favor of Qod may ocome unto cternal
life.

All, then,
in the one ging
divine law, whio
the Father uof gur
mortal :nd eterual. To lenrn the law
and keep It becomus the whole duty of
man, necessary to bis highest possible
attalnments.

To demonstrate the truth of this rea-
soning, we have only to refer to what
bas besn the bistory of man, and what
logical facts proolaim muet be his
futute. Qod, our Fatber, who is the
Creator of all tbiogs, crented the
beavens and the earth to be a tempor-

of immortality e included
le fact of obedience to
b is the law of God—
gplirit, who ia fm-

ary home for Hischiluren, and gave
to them & material organizatiou in
which tho epiritual could dwell and
form ano eleroal union As oOne
prioclple or plement can Dever
exist jn perfection  without re-
jation 1o another, B0 it became
pecessary that the spiritusl and

Id be united In an eter-
made parlaker
's being

temporal shou
pa} bond, in order to be
of the fulnesa of the HFather
anJ glory.

When man was placed upno the
earth, provided with all s Father’s

‘ot Delty s eternal as 18 )ustice.

HE DESERET WEEEKILY.

wisdom could devise for His ¢hildren’s
happiness, there wus 8 law given to
blm which if broken, the penalty was
to be death—a separation of the body
from the spirit—counteracting or due-
troying the very purpese for which be
¢ame to earth. More than this, he was
to se cust out whers be could not sev
his Fatber’s ince. This was both a
temporal and spiritusl deaib; an entire
separation of body and apint, und tbe
child from Fatber'’s presence.

What a fesrful condition to be
plunged into by one sinful act of man,
when in the exercise of bis mgenocy
and selt-control be chose what would
bring .to bim evil and aissolution,

instead of tbe good secured
by [ Father?s tavor. Man
was DOW hopeless wod  help-
legs., Death, his mortal vremy, now

sured him 1n the face, bsunted his
brief mortal existence with no visible
meuus of escape from the terrihie con-
sequences of violating the Father’s
law —an act tor which be could offer
Lo eXcuge, it being & Degatlve law so
for as be wre poooerned. 1t Wwas a
requirement of him pot to do that

-whioh requireu an effort ob his part;

bence no ples of justification could be
urged. The now ehume-faced culprit
could only plead that be had of his
owu free will listened to the tempter's
volce rather than to a Fatber’s law.
A violuted law demanded justice; an
attribute of the Qreat Kteroa! whose
word was lirrevokable—“Thou sbult
surely die.”” HSuch is man today and
ever has bten—subject to death and
shut out [rom his Futber’s presence,

And is there no hope for msn? Ob!
what a biessed word is bope, a Viruia

t
may uow claim ite zights o= fallen
mad—may zow find a feld woerthy of
its unbounded favor 1o & plan devised
hy which the lost may be recovered—
the failivn be redeemed.

The tidings of that plan comes
beralded to entth; B sacrifice s pro-
vided to ntone for ein, and If you will
now ohoows to accept my law, and do
my wiil, you wshuli again enter into
and abide my presence, niter the de-
mande of justicea bave been satiefied;
and you shsll symbolize the ssorifice
which I have prepared by sbhedding
the blood of the firstlings of your
flock, and 1 wili satisfy the demands
of justice in your bebalf by sending my
first born Son, whose blood shall be
ehed for you in the meridian of time;
for without the sbedding of hlood there
is Do remission of sins; and that must
be ignocent-—an oftering free from
gullt—of one wbo bas power over
death and oan restore body sand spirit
to their former weternn] union, that
my work in the crestion of man may
not be frustrated, but be to bis fm-
mortality and eternal life, and to my
glory.”?

The promised Deliverer uppeared
midway between thetime of msn’s fall
and the time of bhis final restoratiom,
with power to demonstrate the fact that
by virtue of His moisslon the gpirits sand
bodies of nll men should be reunited nf-
ter death; tbat there sbould be an end
to the power of deatb; snd without the
exercise of uny agenoy oo bhis part be
sbould be made mnn again and
be biought into the presence of the
Father, to give sn account of the ucts
of his fife, as to having accepted or re-
jucted the atonement madv 1o bie
hebalf.
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Evidence of acceplance wui to ba
by obedience to law. as the only com-
petent test; while disobedience o law
should be evidence of his chojice to re-
main Bubject to the power of death,
Remaining in sin and thereby ap-
proving the cunditions which hrought
death, will not prevent nmn from ap-
pearing in tbedivinu presenoce, as man,
with spirit and body, raised from the
dead to render a final acoount of deeds
doue in tbe body; but s the Father ia
unchangeable and will not uliow aln
to dwell in Elis presence,all these muat
then again bv cast out from his pres-
ence the second time, This is called
thesecond death, from which there
has never been anything revealed
giving bope of redemption to thoee on
whom the ventenoe shall be passed.

The firut sentence passed upon man
in the Qarden of Eden was tuv rible in
its far reaching cobsequences, b8 &
world of woe aud Jesth bas witnessed
from that day to this; but far more
lerribic must bLe the consequences of
thxt condition which the second
death promises o those over whom
it shall  bwve power, with
Do ray of hope for n relesse {rom ite
torment, the extent of which never bas
nor ever will be revesled tv mun.
Among all the sufferings of the preseunt
wo may bave hope of fusi deliverance.
Not b to to those who urv mude pur-
takere of that second death.

Man’s coudition aod relation to bis
Maoker are such that the first principle
of his nuture to he put into aotive ex-
eroise 18 that of faith. To worship an
unseen God fuith f¢ necessary; for that
Is the awsurance we have of that which
is unseen, We must belluve that He
is hufore we ¢apseek Him wlith suy
hope of vhtaining fuvor, or that He wiil
reward those who diligently serve
Him, by keeping His commandments;
or punish those who are yuilty of dis-
obedie. ce to Hie Law. :

A Belux worthy of our worship and
adoration **must be one with whom wu
have an affiuity, one possessing similar
qualitios and attributes, in order thut
mutunl aympathy may c¢onstituie a
bonit of fellowsbip by which each be-
oomes urcessary to tbhe other’s bappi-
ness, Thls §s charncterlstic of the re-
lationu of purente suid childreu, nnd ie
svidence of tbe restoration of the re-
Iation between God aud mnn, which
existed in the beginning before the fail
of man was compessed hy the . uvil
one,

With thts fulth in God bops s al-
ways astociated; It 1s au ntteodant
virtue, and as necessary to o liviog
Taith wa the mortality of mnn is tothe
Father's glory. These co-workers And
charity—which iu the love of (dod—are
implanted tn man for bis exerpise of
them on esrth, and they ever abide
with tbv Father in the boliest ¢ou-
dition of spiritusl existence. Haltb
prompts to obedience, hope sustaine and
is a3 an anchor to the soul in jte most
trying adversity, and oharity, whioh
is love, in the fuifiilling of the law;
plaoing man in harmony with God and
the heavens, and seoure to him all the
good and happiness lhat can be de-
rived from them, or that LheY are capa-
ble of hestowing.

Poseesalng these virtues, love be-
comes the charscteristio of humanity,
an it is the most prominent excellence
of the Deity, Itis written, “God I8
love,” and it tnust be under the con-




