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right leg—yet, when I try tp anaiyze
my =sensations, I feel that leg there.
Why, I feel the foot this minute more
distinctly than I do the left one, which
iz there before my eyes. It {(the phan-
tom) hurts me, while the other does

pnot. If I could not assure myself by
the touch and sight of the stump,
nothing could convince me that the

right leg was gone. 1 am having con-
stantly to reason with myself in order
to convince myself of the unrealness
of mny sensations.”

An may be expected, when the Il-
jusion §s so clear, accidents cannot be
avoided at all times. The story s told
of &2 horseman who had lost an arm
and thinking he was taking the rcins
in the hand he did not have, dropped
them on the neck of the horse, which
leapt to one side, threw the rider and
badly injured him. Another story is
related of a gentleman who had only
one arm and while dressing one morn-
ing loat his equilibrium. Starting to
fail he put out the phantom arm to
steady himself and had a severe fal]
AR A Cconsequence.

The experience of an old soldier
who had lost half of both feet Is pe-
cmiar. The Druggist says;

This man would sit for a half hour
at a time rubbing the ends of his
shces, where his corns formerly were,
and swearing at the paln the phan-
tom corns were glving him. He
would frequently declare, *There’s go-
ing to be a change of the weather—
my corns are hurting me.’ On belng
rewinded that he had no corns, he
‘Never mind!

would sav, I feel ‘emu
all the same.’"”

The common explanation of wruch
phenomena {8 that any Irrtation

of the nerve that formerly’ connected
the imb with the brain ts by the iat-
ter accounted for in the same way as
it wwould be, were the mlssing limb
there. To some this explanation has
not meemed Batigfactory. The Bub-
ject has not yet received the attentlon
it probably deserves. It may lead the
investigator bevond the domain of
matter into what Tennyaon calls "the
abvemal deeps of perzomality” and fur-
nish a key to psychologleal mysteries.

CAN NEWSA BE COPYRIGHTED?

A sult [In equity has been planted by
the New York Herald against the San
Francisco Chronicle to obtaln an in-
junction prohibiting the latter paper
from reproducing from the columns
of the former news matter which the

Herald has copyrighted. The defense
of the Chronicle is based upon
grounds, the first of which Ia an edj-
toriail announcement contained in the {3-
sue of the Herald dated Feb. 27, 1898,
as foliows:

aAp the Herald has stated over and
over again, its news, with our compli-
ments, js at the disposal of any paper
fair and square enough to glve credit
for it”

The Chronlele clatms that, after mak-
ing Auch an announcement as that, the
Herald !s estopped from proceeding
against any paper that has given due
credit for news reproduged from its
<olumns, and this the Chronicle claima
alwaya to have done. But the second
ground of the Chronicle’s defense
rajses a question of far more im-
portance to the entire newspaper press
©of the country. It is the contention
that news matter, narratives of facts
and events, can not be copyrighted.
Thie lssue thus jolned hetween these
two wealthy and powerful journals, is
fraught with the most profound inter>
est to every newspaper in the United
States.

two

paper to print the facts relating to
some Btartling event, such for example
as the blowing up of the Maine, could
prohibit any other paper In the whole
country from publishing those facts
without paylng a royalty to be fixed
by the newspaper lucky enough to have
such a “’scoop”, The royalty would have
to be pald or all the other papers in
the Unlon would have to wait twenty-
elght years, the perlod covered by a
copyright, before glving the news,which
by that time would be liable to exude
an odor of staleness, The preposterous
results ensulng from the copyright of

newp are thus described by the Chron-[

icie of the 19th Ilnst.:

“It Is now some fifteen years since
the pretense wag first set up that news
could be copyrighted: yet, during the
whole interval since the claim waa put
forth, no attempt has been made to en-
force 1it.
moment that if it were possible for a
newspaper, by the simple expedient of
paying the fee of one dollar exacted

for eopyrighting anything capable of

recelving the protection of the law per-
taining to copyright, to secure the
valuable privilege of monopollzing the
circulation of a plece of news for
twenty-elght years, the matter would
not have long since been placed bevond
all possibllity of dispute? That the ques-
tion is still an open one is prima facle
evidence that no one belleves that the
claim that news can be copyrighted
cAn he made to stick. That the Herald
has no confidence in its ability to have
the copyright law construed so as to
cover news may be Inferred from the
admisalon which we find in the above
quoted permission, that any paper Is
welcome to use its news that is fafr
and square enough to give credit for It.

‘It I8 not necesrary here to discuss

what may be eopyrighted further than
to say that the law seems to be clear
thats it must be a product of the intel-
lect, something in the nature of a crea-
tion, and that it must have the element
of permanency of value. A piece of
news has none of these characteristics.
It Ia simply a relation of facts, and {ts
value Is desatroyed by the very meot of
pubtleation. There 1s no reason. there-
fore, why the protection of the law
should be accorded to anything of the
kind. On the contrary, pubiie policy
demands that no a&uch restrictions
shoulid he placed upon the dissemina-
tion of Intelligence, If the clalm of the
Hernld were sound it would be posaible
for that or any other journal, by a re-
sort to the eopyright law, to prevent

the publication by any other paper of, |

let us say, the President's message, If
it happened to secure n copy
of its officlal publication. Indeed, the
Herald goes a step farther and claims
that If it cables the queen’s speech or
an address of the president of France
to the United States, and copyrights the
editlion In which it appears, no other
paper may ~rint them, although they
may have been generally circulated in
the countries where they were original-
1y delivered.

“To suggest such ponsibilities i3 to
throw into plain relief the utter absurd-

ity of the Idea that news can be copy-

righted. Tt is an attempt which every
journal in the land has an interest in
resisting, the Herald as well as five
thousand other daily papers, whose pro-
prietors would a1l be subjected to vexna-
tious muits If the practice of copyright-
ing became genergl, for it must not be
assumed for a moment that only the
New York papers ean resort to such a
process. Newr originates in other parts
of the world than In that city, and to
attempt to confine its publication to the
paper diacovering It would constitute a
muzzling of the press which Amernlcans
would never tolerate.”

The argument that a paper which in-
curs the expense of first obtaining
news, nnd has the enterpripe to do thls,

Does any one suppose for a'

in advance

']uw. is tar more than offset by the argu-
menta which show what the public
would suffer and be deprived of were
such protection granted. Every paper
in the country, poseibly barring some of
the big eastern dailles, will hope to see
th:i:l New York Herald defeated in this
suit. -

MAHKE TIME TO WRITE.

It i8 a2 common complinint, often met
with by missionariea and others abroad,
that people who have emlgrated to the
New world are apt to forget their
friends In the old home. At the mo-
ment of departure when tender ties
were severed and the pangs of separs-
tion keenly felt, promijses to remember
and to write were glven, no doubt
honestly and In sincerity. New sur-
roundings, new friends, feverish activ.
ity in the various llnes of business
were not anticipated. They came,
however, and with them neglect, per-
hapa, of fulfllllng sacred promises. This
ia wrong and often Injurious in more
directione than one.

In the eloquent language of Bishop
Thoratd, quoted by an eastern ex-
change; .

"“1s there an old acquaintance whom
you seldom see, but whom you ought
not to forget; who knew and loved you
when you were both chlldren together,
and who still prizes -your friendship,
though It Is of little use to him? Now
and then write to him. ‘Thine own
friend, and thy father's friend, forsake
not.” 1s there o servant, retired from
your service, who has nursed your chil-
dren, been a kind and true friend to
you in sad and dark hours, who |im
growing old, as ¥you yourself some day
will grow old, with few chang in a
dull life, and few pleasures In a poor
one? Occasionally send a message to
that dear though humble friend, if not
always in your own hand, at any rate,
I by your wife or child. = It will stir
thoughts of slumbering happiness in a
,kind heart that has loved you with a
love as good as a rich man’s love, and
served you with a service that no merws
| wages could repay. Or have ¥You aged
parents, iving far away, it may be, in
some remote home, whose monotonous
and ever-shortening life is never &so.
pleasantly broken &8 by news of you;
whose midnight thoughts and noonday
niugings are ever full of you; who grow
young and brave in the thought of your
success, and whose conetant prayers
have much more to do with it than you
know of? Never let them feel that
you are {00 busy to think of them, or
too important to care for them. V[stt
them svhen you €an; you will not have
them much longer; but regularly
make time to write* )

THE PRATT DECIRION,

A careful reading of the decislon of
the State Supreme court in the Pratt
case eonfirme the Lellef that further
resistance to the clnlma of the petition-
er will not be offered by the defense,
that no motion for a rehearing will be
filed, and that the de jure chlef of
police will be allowed to enter upon the
actual performance of the duties of hls
office without delay. There appears not
the faintest possibiliity that the oppon-
ents of the chief can gain any advan-
tage to themselves by prolonging the
litigation, and there are many and co-
gent reasons why It should be dropped
at once, The people of the city are tired
of it and the police department is In
lurgent' need of a recognized head.

The court majntains that the chlef
and nlso the  membera of the police

If news can be copyrighted, the first ought to be protected by the copyrigh? department hold their positions during
Vs
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