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jal be following the doctrine and com-
mandmentsmand ments of men and if you follow
the theory of man to man you must look
for salvation

we frequently hearbear the most learned
divines ot the day telling the people

come to jesus tonight tomorrow
may be too late your spirit may have
lettleft you by the morrow a d if you have
not confessed jesus as the christ you are
doomed to everlasting torment the
poor deluded souls then give the preach-
er their hand and if they desire baptism
they accommodate them by sprinkling a
few drops of water on their heads which
has no resemblance to a birth john 353 5
burial romans 6 5 or resurrection

the roman and colossian saints
were buried with christ in baptism
and when anything iiss buried it is com-
pletely covered thenh en this is the end
of all argument if we are desirous of be
ing buried with christ in baptism we
must be completely covered

after so long a deviation from what
was intended to be a lewfew words on the
subject of salvation of the dead I1
return to that theme by quoting the
words of jesusesus to the ruler
john 35 verily verily I1 say unto

thee elcexceptpt a man be born of the water
and of the spirit he cannot enter into the

of heaven
how it is generally conceded that

there is nothing impossible mithw ith god
this however is a mistake for paulpau

informs us there is one thing impossible
even with god and i e he cannot
lie titus 12

now after jesus telling nicodemus
that in order to enter the kingdom of
heaven a man must be born of water
Li e baptism in water and also of the
spirit we still find clergymen telling
people that baptism is nonessentialnon essential for
say they one man was saved without
having any water applied and why not
others and this one man whom
they quote to support their vain and de
elusivelusive theory is the pertinentpenti nent thief upon
the cross whom jesus promised to be
with him in paradise luke 2939 43

said paradise is claimed by uninspired
teachers to be heaven it now becomes
my duty as far as possible to correct this
erroneous idea which is one teasonleason for
the growing skepticism in the world to
lava

itrt it can be proved that jesus after re-
lating to nicodemus the conditions
necessary to be met to secure salvation
viz to be born again told the thief
that he would go with him to heaven
when he the thiet in all probability
never had been baptized then we can
prove that we cannot depend upon the
words of our redeemer remember
meHM promise was not to be with him

in heaven but in paradise now
let us designate where the savior and
the thief went on the self same day of
their crucifixion for that was the day
they were to be together in paradise
on the third day after making the thief
thothe above promise the same jesus arose
from the grave and was met by marymarv
magdalene who upon learning it was
jesusesus would have embraced him whom
she termed I1 master but the command
of fesuijesus was touch me not for I1 am
not yeyet ascended to my father john

chapter here are his ownOWA

words telling that worthy woman that
he had not been to heaven or where the
father dwelt which is in heaven

peter the chief apostle I1 think all
will admit is a competent person to tell
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us where jesus was during the three
days that the spirit was separatedseperated from
the body he peter 20 informs
us that christ hadbad suffered for sins the
just the unjust and lorfor no other reason
than that he might bring us to god
and that is why he went and preached
to the spirits inin prison and iromfrom peter
46 we learn that they to whom he then
preached might live according to men
in the flesh but be judged according to
god in the spirit

here then is ziethe last account we
have of the thief in the old anti veluvian
prison listening to jesus preach to those
lebellious spirits who had rejectrejectedeq the
counsels otof god by refusing to accept
the conditions of salvation they hadbad had
but offered to them and for tailing to
repent and to accept the prophet noahs
teachings which came from god they
had been shut up in prison for two
thousand years until jesus of nazereth
in fulfillment otof the words of isiah 2422
visits them what ajadvantagevantage I1 ask
would it be to them to hear the gospel
if there was no chance of obeying itil
it would only tend to increase their
misery and this principle is not consis-
tent with the character of deity isaiah
hurthur predicts that the mismissionion of
christ was to bring out the prisoners
from the pit and they that sit in dark
ness out of the prison house isiah 42
6 7 and that he would proclaimproproc clainiain liberty
to them isaiah

read the words otof jesus john
and then take in connection therewith
the words otof peter 1820 and at a
glance we see the fulfillment of the
many predictions some oiof which already
have been referred to concerning the
preaching of the gospelgopel in the spirit
world

in mathewmat hew 45 6 we learn that before
the great and aredreadfuladful day of the lord
elijah the prophet should be sentseat to
turn the hearts of the lathersfathers to the
children and the hearts of the children
to their fathers least the whole earth be
smitten with a curse nowmow the question
naturally arises as to how this work is
to be brought about many tell us that
john the baptist when he came before
the Mesmessiahbiah came in the spirit of elijaheliiah
but it that were admitted which I1 by no
means allow then he utterly failed in
accomplishing that torfor which be was
sent for there was no turning together
otof hearts salvation for the fathers is
secured by the children performing
a vicarious work for those who perhaps
never had the opportunity of accepting
the gospel in the flesh it can alsoalib be
secured for those who hear the glad tid
ings but fail to understand and obey
them in this life this last class
like the disobedient otof noahs day will
have to go to prison until they have paid
the uttermost farthinglart bing for their dis
obedience

A vicarious work always has been in-
stituted in the days olof ancient israel
the priest offered sacrifice to the people
christ atoned for the original sin which
could only be accomplished by the in-
finite atonement which was made by
him

Tthathat the corinthian saints well under-
stood and practiced baptism for the dead
is evident from the followinglowingiol passage

else why are ye then baptized for the
dead if the dead rise not at all why
are ye then baptized for the dead
corinthians 1529 this passage has
caused theologians more anxiety than
any other in the bible in vain have

they tried to evade the principle so
clearly taught in this passage

in the year 1836 the prophet elijah
appeared to joseph smith and informed
him that the time spoken of malachi
45 6 had fully come and that the work
to be accomplished preparatory to the
second coming of messiah was that otol
salvation for the dead and the energy
with which the saints enter into this
work is a living testimony to the world
that there Is virtue in the mission of
elijah if in this life only we haverhave
hope in christ I1 olof all men would be
most miserable said paul but know-
ing that there was still a chance for pro-
gressiongression beyond the grave he rejoiced
in his persecution but the things of
god are only known by the spirit of
god and depending upon the wisdom
of man causes the delusion
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I1 wtleft my home in mt pleasant san
pete county utah on october
1896 1I1 went to salt lake city where I1
was set apart to fill a mission to the
northern statesslates on the evening ot the

I1 left torfor kansas city and tvviM
there was appointed to labor inanin fooda
du lae wisconsin in the A wisconsinisconsin
conference with elder F M stestevenson
of lewiston utah who was released to
return home on the lath of december
1896 E der edward W croft of paris
idaho was then sent to take his place
and in connection with the last namednamed
elder I1 have visited quite a large por
tion of this city

in visiting the people we find a great
deal of prejudice existing against ourotar
people and in many instances find abwtha
some who are very bitter against what
are known as the mormonscormons can scarcely
give a reason why they are so and inia
questioning them we learn that they
knowinow nothing concerning us only whatwha1they have read in newspapers they
never having seen a mormon and never
having read one word of their belief orof
of the doctrine taught by them

on arriving in this city we called owon
the mayor B F sweet who received
us very kindly and gave us the
unity of trtradingacting and preaching asan

much as we pleaspleasededs and said he was
well acquainted with some oiof the leaders
of the church who he thought were
very nice gentlemen he had donedom
considerable business with them and
found them to be strictly honestbonest he
is the patentee and manufacturer of the
common sense sleigh which is used so
extensively in our state he showed
us through his large factory which
covers about two acres was very gentle-
manly with us and wished us success in
aur labors

there are in this city quite a number
of good honest people some of whom
treat us very kindly and although re0
have been creturesumeded a number of churcheschurch
which we have tried to obtain forthfor the
purpose of preaching to the people the

I1 plan of salvation we are by no means
discouraged as we have held quite a
few meetings inin private houses and findfimi
that it we can only get a chance to ex
plain the principles that we advocateadvocat
we always make friends our labors so
far have been as successful as we could
reasonably expect as we are the firafarat
mormon elders who have labored inim


