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tween 700 and Soo feet. Aside [rom the
appallingly savage surroundings and
horrible roaring of the almost rock
surrounded cauldron, the Voering-fos
possesses a weird fascination (rom the
mighty volume of water rebounding
from the rocky, narrow-pent bottom of
the gorge in a dense column of dazzl-
ing foam and vapor, nearly as high as
the waterfall itself.

Something like the journey to the
Voering: tos, that to the Skja- ggedal.fos
is made by land and water, but ponies
cannot be utilized. One must walk.
The scenery all the way from the hamlet
of Odde is surpassingly grand, compris-
ing many other important waterfalls,
lordly mouniain peaks, somber gorges,
and rearward, the vast spectral expanse
of the Folgefond ice-fields. The last
part of the journey is by row boat across
a& magnificent mountain "ake, 1,500 feet
above 1he sea, the Rigedalsvhind, into
which the Skjaeggedal-fos really pours
its waters. The total height of this lion
of Norwegian waterfalls does not ex-

ceed that of the Voering fos, but its
surroundings are more weirdly savage
and grand. The water descends at
first ina score of veil-like streamers,
dazzling white against ebony black. From
the vast and terribly thunderous abyss
where these leap and rebound with fran-
tic fury one mighty fall descends. From
the second great whirlpool the entire |
volume is discharged, something like
the Niagara rapids, though in steeper
cascades, into the Ringedalsvand stiil a
thousand feet below the bottom of the
great fall. From the foot of the latter
the entire spectacle is hke tremendous
streamers of white dropped from gliner-
ing glaciers, which crown the mountains
behind and above, at last gathered into
one mountain-high Aeecy fold, which in
turn is whipped and torn into vagrant
billowy masses to the steely blue lake
far below.

Not having traversed the glacier ﬁelds]
of Norway, [ can have no knowledge ofI

the vast and overpowering scenes that
may be gained from frozen heights. But
all things considered, und admitting the
liumano element into scenic effects with
its always warmth of influence, [ believe
the two finest views to be had in Norway
are at Molde, and the *King’s View"
from above Sundvalden. From an easily
accessible great ele vation hehind Molde
one can gaze not only upon human habi-
tations beneath. the sea sweeping in
through the tremendous walls of the
fiord, curious and quaint craft which ply,
along the coast, hundreds of picturesque
islands, bur a wvast amphitheatre of
mountains rising tier upon tier, until
lost 1n glittering heights which blend
with'the sky and clouds. Among these
weird, far heights are the fantastic Rom-
sdalhorn, the Matterhorn of Norway;
Snaehatten with its white and dazzling
hamlet; the weird and mighty horn of
Perpuatind; the serrated glittering pikes
of the Langfjeld, and those mighty still
unknown and untracked heights at the
head of that waterway ot black shadows,
the lone and sombre Sor Fiord. A no
more bewildering array of Alpine peaks
can be found in Switzerland; while all
Swiss scenery lacks the wondrous magic
of the sea.

From the inn at Sundvelden oue ma
ascend on fout the huge mountain whicg
gives access to King's View. The latter
portion of the ascent is exceedingly
difficult. When near the top, but not

expecting the sudden surprise in story,

on turning a sharp aogle of the rock,
the whole mighty picture is instantly
spread before you. First is a tremend-
ous fertile plain, studded with lakes,
the lakes with islands, the land between
with hamlets, farms, churches and all
the splendid evidences of human thrift
and home provision; and this vast plain
is encircled by lines of forest, then tiers
of eternal stone ribboned with water-
falls, then mountainos of rock, mountains
of snow, mountains of ice—the whole
melting into pictures as filmy, fantastic
and ecthereal as the substance of halt-
dreamed dreams. I know of no other
such extensive view in all 1the world; no
other at once so exquisitely beautiful, so
incomprehensively vast, and so surpas-
singly sublime. From /Etna alooe is
there scene {or even comparison. That
one the sea cramps and confines and
compresses into a narrow strip of land
in which live brigands and serfs. Here
are a free, happy and prosperous peo-
ple, on whom it aimost seems that the
God is actually smiling through the in-
eftable glow of dazzling mountain tops.
Epcar L. WAKEMAN,

ST. JOHNS STAKE CONFERENCE.

Conferevce was held in 8t Jobhm
on the 3rd sod 4th of December, 1853,
presided over by Elder Davia K.
Uda ), president of the Stake. Meel-
inys were hewd In the a:sembly nom
st 10 a.m. sand 2 p.on., und & Binke
Priesthood meeting ut 7 p.m. on Bua-
dny,

On DMoniday meetlogs were Leld at
lam and2p.m. There wereu few
brethren present frown the Soowflake
Biske, of wbom HEluers Jobn Huut,
Juhn R, Hulet aod L. M. Savage ad-
dressed the Couogregation. All the
Bl:hups 67 tLe Bluke were prescnl no |
repurled 1he conditinn of their warde.

The people generally are {eeling wiil
apuy  Lrylug
The ¢rops in some uf the puttlements
were guile poeor this searon, whiie in
uthers ibey were 1Bl

The pames of the general authord-
tier were ptesert.d to ihe cuuferencs,
aud aleo tbhe Biuke uwuthorities, ali o
whom were U auitimously sustained.
The statlftical report ot the Stuke for
the quarter endlug Nuvember 30th war
also read.

‘Uhe Instructions giveo by Elde
Davia K. Udsil, E. N. Freeman, aba
all the brethren who addressea ths
cobference was very tlmely and en-
couraging to the Balute,

CHaAB. JARVIE,
Blake Recorder.

ST. GEORGE STAKE CONFERENCE.

A very sutls(Bolory Quarterly confler-
vDee ol th.s BilRKe, Uuder [ prest.
deney ol D cier Do McAribhur apu
¢ unselors, closed. sbottly sitir 4 p. m,
oo the 11t

Prenmdoary meetings of (bhe High
Prieste sua Biake tniestbood, with it
Stake meetiog f the Rellel Bocisty,
convened fo B Geurge on Saiuruay,
the Yth jozt,

\We wer blessed wilh the presence
gt d free mintstry of Eiders Heber J,
Grunt su.d Rulon B, Weils ut the High
Priests? apu Binke Priesthoed gather-
ioy.

(L)n Sunday and Mooday eecssions of
the conference were held euch morolog

to live tueir religion. |

1

<
aud sfterncon; also on Sunday eveuin
the Htake conference of the Youry
Men’s and Young Ladier’ Improva:
ment associations and Bavbath # hools
was heild. o
At every ope of there Bunday auod
Mondny meetings, either Brotheg
Grant or Brother Wells, and at eome.
both of tbem, spoke te tne peuple. [
addit.ob to their ministry ol the Wori:
we bad the testimony and Lhe syno, sig
of the «xperience vi two receutly rec
turoed missivusries—Elder Jumes B;:
Bracken, Jr., from the Irish ruiaslogd
and Eider Ornion H. Spow, from ths
Southern Btates miswsion. - K
‘I'Buse of outr own home brethren whg
addressed the Bajute were 10 no wa
betilud the usual spint and pewer off
their holy coillogs iu mioisteriog the
good wurd. .
No chbunges were made in auy of owr:
S:ake or ward (fficers. The penernl
rutnorities of the Church abd the
Btake autborities were sustalued by
Lhe UbanimLUs Yote of the assembiagd,
Jases G, BLEAK, , 1
Cierk ot Coulereoce,

S

LADIES' CONFERENCE AT OGDEN,

_ Friday moroiog at 10 o’clock the
o joint yunrierly conlerenge of thi
Reel Soclellvs aud the Y. L. . [. A,
vf the Wiber Siake was held io ther
Truoeraucle, tbis chy. There were:
reprevecinliVed irem oesny all th
couuntry seltlements. Presiuent Jnug‘
s. Richards called the large sssembiy#
to order and gpoke fur & sDUrt 1ime,

At 1l n.m. Preshdeuts Wilford Woody,
rutl acy Joseph F, Baith, with E.Iue;r
F. D. Ri¢unrde, of the quurum of the'
Twelve Aposties, arrived from Sali;
Liske, Eomily 8. Richards wus nlgg.
present.  Thestand was wleo ool pieg)
hy the Prisidency of t e Btake,leading
Bisbops and members of the High
Cuucil, aiso by society presiuents and -
visitors. I

President 3bhurthil welcomed
visitors o s short epeecu. -

Sisters  Higbee, Blogham and
Riebards  toude some remarka,
whereupou  Premident Woourufl sy.
dressed Lthe cypngregation, dwelliy
priveipally upon the pust bistory of the;
Chuorch snod the fultillwent of tne pre..
uictions of the Propbets. He was fol-
loweu by President Joseph F. Smith,
who #puke 0of tue mixure of truth withs
error 1o Lthe religlons of the worlu. Qpe;
truil 18 oot enough o brivg suivation,
Beliu! slone in Curiet 15 not eoocugh,
oeither le 8 1aith not muuoilested by’
goou works suflicie) t untuv ealvation:.
These points were strikingly illustrated, -
Tue candidate for enlvation must keeg
all the commapuments ot God.

Recess was taken at 12 u’cloek
Bu ore 1| u’clock p. m, the bouse Was,
packed with people. Mauy remalued
1o the buildiog vuriog the fecess, ang
lupeh wue serves by the ludies 1o alf
wlio desired.

ThLe first spraker lp the afternoomny
meeling was President Woodruft, wig
deliversu n very inierestling diseourse
onw variely «f pragtieal polote. He.
waus tullowed by Bieter Emily Rich-, -
arde, who gavYe a report of her Iobore at
the World’s Fair. Otber speakers were
Bishop * M« Quarrie, F. A. Brown,,
Rutbhinda E. Mooch, and F. D.
Richards,  President Woodrufl pro«
nounced the bepadiction.
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