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most inteflectual and useful expenditure
of the time, from then until three o’clock
the next morning, was to sit down at the
tables and play cards. A gentleman
whose wife was at a distant settlement,
in order that she might be present to
enjoy this game of cards, had sent all
the way to her home and invited her to
come by rail and take a hand in it. My
informant was invited to play also, but
refused, but was there and witnessed the
others’ enjoyment until a late hour and

finally retired to bed, but was informed |
the next day that this party had kept up

their card-playing until three o’clock in
the morning.

Here is an instance of people who
have gone to administer in the ordinances
of the House of God for their dead, oc-
cugying their time in the worse than idle
habit of playing cards. Isay that this
was an evil. Isay that evil will grow
out of such practices as this; and I say
that every Latter-day Saint, whether he
goes to the Temple or stays at home,
ought to constitute himself a teacher in
relation to this matter, and set his face
like flint against this evil and pernicious
practice. The best you can say of it is
that there is no good init, except to kill
time; and if people have time which
they can murder in this manner, they
have more leisure on their hands than
ever [ have. I call it the murder of
tinie; and not only so, but the murder of
the spirituality of men and women that
engage in such a practice. Its natural
tendency is to evil, and not to good. I
asked one person what good there was
in it, and I wastold, *‘Oh, it killed time!"
This is the only virtue thatI have ever
vet heard in regard to card-playing. I
‘do not signalize card-playing as a per-
nicious thing in contradistinction to
other practices that simply tend to con-
sume time, to waste precious moments
and to dull the sensibilities of the head
and the heart. Anything that tends to
a morbid desire for that which is not
beneficial is a sin in the sight of God,
and it ought to be cried down, whatever
it is. It 1s no more card-playing than it
is checker-playing, if checker-pfaying is
indulged in to the wasting of time. Per-
haps the one is as pernicious as the
other, although I have not noticed in
my life the same tendency to evil in
playing checkers for amusement as there
is in playing cards. As I understand,
it takes four or more to make a good
party at card-playing, and they get to
cheating one another and practicing
fraud in order to win. You cannot do
that in checkers. I know a little about
checkers myselt, Iprotest againstevery
practice that has no better recommenda
tion for it than the wasting of precious
time. I pronounce it wrong. And I
say to the Latter-day Saintsthat idleness
-is one of those things set down in the
revelations of God to this Church as
evil, which we should not indulge in,
“for he thatis idle shall not eat the
bread nor wear the garments of the
laborer,” and ‘‘the idler shall not have
place in the Church, except he repents
and mends his ways.” Card-playing
creates idleness, and worse than that.
Much might be said to show you the
great dangeT there is of people -who in-
dulge in this practice being led fio
$tép to step until they become gambler
—and Worse than that; for one crim
leads tor another, and when men
started upon the road of crime, how
small the beginning, they
rated d the longer t!
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that path, until they fall fipally into utter
ruin.
ROUND-DANCING.

I am going to preach another little
discourse in regard to round dancing.
I have been outin the country lately
visiting the tonferences, and at one
place | understood that the President of
the Stake had finally concluded that the
Presidency of the Church had let up
with regard to their objection to round
dancing, and he had actually gone and
danced In that way himself. ~ Wherever
I have been, the Presidents of Stakes
have enquired of me asto what is the
wish of the Presidency of the Church
with regard to this practice of round
dancing; for they say that in the parties
in Salt Lake City and those held in the
theater, round dancing is all the rage
and “is it possihle for us to prevent this’.
practice here when it prevails so much
at headquarters?”  The question is
have the Presidency of the Church let
up on this matter, and do they counsel
the people now to round-dance all they
please? Now, I do not suppose that any
more evil would grow out of two inno-
cent persons dancing a waltz (if inno-
cent persons do such a thing), than
would out of the playing of a géme of
cards. ‘Two or three persons might sit
down and play a game of cards and no
evil come out of it, for that ance; but if
they indulged in it until they became in-
fatuated with it, then it results in harm
and may lead to destruction. Sg in re-
lation to round-dancing; people become
infatnated with it. Itis a practice, to
say the least of it, out of which noth’ing
can possibly conie calculated to amelio-
rate the condition of mankind or to
elevate the moral standard of men and
women.  Therefore, the Latter-day
Saints ought not to tread where no good
can be found. We ought not to cross
the line from our own ground on to that
of the adversary; for when we do we
place ourselves in his power and he will
take advantage of us if he can, I
think I may safely say here, speaking as
[ do in the presence of the authorities of
the Church, that the Firsy Presidency
do not encourage, do ot endorse, and
do not recommend round-dancing.' On
the contrary, they deprecate i, They
are sorry that some of our voung people
disire it and will indulge in it in spite of
counsel; and we hope and pray that the
day will come when they will pay
stricter atlention to the counsels of men
Wh? have experience, and whose only
desire is the welfare of the vouth of

Zion. We de not give you counsel with
a view of curtailing your legitimate
enjoyment. We would rather increase

your enjoyment in every proper way
But this is not sumething that will add
to your eujoyment ultimately, because
the tendency of it is toward passion
lust, and immorality, Some may cali
me an old fogy for making this declara-
tion; but I have beén young myself, and

have passed through the stages of
youth, as many are passing through
them today. T have had an experience
perhaps that some of my younger friends
have not; and I say,” without fear of
successful  countradictig n, that round-
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dancing is an evil, beca i1se, if for noth-

ing clse, there isno good in it, Further
than’, that, it 1s wrong because evil m —y
come oul it, ap ften very great
evil, too 5 a result of this familiar
fit ) men and womef in the dance
heit native mode and that respectful

d ch er, and proper de

corum which should exist between men
and women, are broken down.

become familiar with each other's touch

They

and feelings in such a way as to lead ont

to greater evil,
an evil in Zion,
as speaking the minds of the Presjdency
of the Church on this subject, that wg
deprecate it, and wish that it did mot
exist among us, and we would like you
to curtail it as much as you can and if
possible stop it. We do not want youw
to be unwise in this matter. A skilfa}
horse trainer who has a fractious horse
does not draw the reins tight all at once
but he pulls up gently, guiding an

directing and, so far as possible, steer=
ing clear of the obstructions in the road,
until in time he 1s successful in quieting.
his fractious animal and getting it under
control. Deal gently with tl!nge youth.
Act cautiously and warily with them,
and kindly withal; for it is our love,for
them that causes us to speak in this
way. We want to save and exalt the
youth of Zion, and bring them back into
the presence of God. Therefore we talk

this way. We say to .
Stakes, Y the Presidents 0

Bishops,
and the Seventies, to the Hj riests,
and to the Eldersin Israelizl;etpan exs
ample in these matters that 1 have re
ferred to, and wield an infiuence where
you labor that will be felt for good. It
Is necessary that this should be done.

SECRET SOCIETIES,

Therefore, I say it i
And I think I can say, ’

to the High Councils, to the
to the presidents of Seventies.

There is another little thing I want to-

speak upon. It isin relation to a subject
that has been repeatedly broughtsto"ﬂie
attention of the Presidency, and especi-
ally to my attention while I have beer
attending the conferences in the outet
Stakes for the last few weeks. Last night,
after meeting,a good brother approached
me. I trust he is here, because I want
to talk to him. He is an eminent man,

in some respects. He has beep on mis* .
sions, I believe, and has borne many |

responsibilities at one time apd another "

in the Church. He put into my hand &
copy of the constitution and by-laws of
a certain society which is seeking 1O
enlist the Latter-day Saints as its mem-
bers. When he spoke to me about it
Isaw in a moment that he was thor
oughly imbued with the idea that t©
join this secret association was the
proper thing for Latter-day Saints to do-
I read it in his countenance and saw it
down deep 1n his heart, This alarmed
me. I have been alarmed g little about
It a good many times, from the repré:
sentations that have come to us in rela-
tion to this matter. I eould read yoM
the principles laid down in the constitl
tion of this particular association, but
do not wish to name i, because 1 WiS
to make no distinctions, nor to antag’
onize one against another. 1 do not
consider one better or worse than an
other® For m
tion: that as for me and my house, W&
have enlisted to serve God, and 1 have
cometo the conclusion long since that
1t is impossible for me to serve God an
Mammon. I cannot carry water on Do
shoulders without spilling sonie of ite
cannot wear the yoke of Christ and the
yoke of Belial at the sume time, and call
the yoke of Christ easy and His burde?
light. Soue of these articles in !
constitution are most excelflenf. There

€ no better contained in the Gosp a?e
its .¢'m‘ 51 1ply because they
taken directly from Gospel. They

el D on earth and good Wi

y part, I hold this post
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