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their predecessors im the ministry.
There are numerous instances where
nalives have resurrected their belief in
their ancient gods, at jeast in part
thinking that by this meansthey may
obta:n their rights and have their own
government re-estabished. An eflort
is being made so I am told on
the part of the present government and
its friends to convince the world that
the Hawaiian people are 1o {ull accord
with 1the new government, and that the
opposition is confined to a few “sorc
heads” only; but I am fully convinced
through intormation which [ have al-
ready obtained from the most reliable
sources that this is a mistake. The
natives generally speaking are opposed
to the change of government, and
though many of them were not in close
sympathy with the queen prior to her de-
thronement, they condemned in the
strongest terms the insurpation which
they think was practised in connection
wilh the overthrow ol the monarchy.

Friday, May 31st, I paid a visit 10 the
government bu.ldings 1n Hooolulu, when
1 had a pleasant interview with Honor
able Saniord B. Dole, the president of
the Hawaiian republic. He is a tail,
stately gertleman of milivary hearing
and pleasam address. He ‘wears an
extra long beard, which lias given occa-
sion Lo numerous jokes on the part o
his political uvppenents. In my inter-
view with him, he declared bimseli a
irdend of the Mormons, and having
visited the Laie plantation on several
occasions, he knew our people to be gt
a practical and industrious disposiltion,
and wished us success. He only ob-
Jected tu one thing, he said, in connec-
tion with our praclices, and that was
our inducing the nalives to emigrate
to Uiah, and then after their arrival
there neglect to care for ihem, ana
thereby put the Hawailan government
to the expense of paymmg their trans
portation back. [ assured him that 1t
apy of the natives had been persuaded
to go to Uiab against their will I was
not aware of it; and so far as neglecting
them after thewr artiva, I know this to
be a fict that no other ¢lass of emi-
grants had bcen cared for by the Saints
like the Hawaiian people. In ihe firs:
place the Churcn has bought a large
tract of land on the island of Qahu at
an original cost of something like §14,-
000, and this land had for thirty years
been worked as a plantation and stock
ranch by nussionary lanors in the inter-
est of the Hawalian people: and a tew
years ago also a ranch was bought by
the Chuzen in Utah fur the special bene
fit ol those natives who had emigrated to
the headquariers of the Church, and
bad ever since been conducted in the r
interest, under the direction of conipet-
ent men who bad lapbuered as missionar-
ies on the islands and knew how to
care for the Hawaiians. If, after all this
special care and outlay ol means in
their behalf, some of them get dissati-
fied and wanted 1o reiurn to their na-
tive islands, it must be fur other causes.
It certanly was not on account of any
neglect on the part of the Church or its
representatives to care tor them. The
president secmed pleased with my ex-
pianation and expressed a desire 1o
converse with our presiding Elder ou
the islands_as I suggested he could ob-
tain from him (i parniculars of our
missionary operations here better than
trom me who had just arrived.

LAY 1:30 o’¢lock p. m. 1 left Honolulu

with a mule team, in company with
President Matthew Noall, bis wife and
three children, bound for Laie, thirty-
two mies distant. The ride up the
beautiful Nuuanu valley was very in
reresting, and after traveling six miles
from Honolulu, we found ourselves on
the top of the so-called “palii” which
15 a precipice 1,200 feet high with moun-
tains on either side reaching a height of
over 3.coo feet. The view from the top
of the “palli”’ looking northward 1Is
grand beyond description. The ocean
can be seen also in looking southward.
Fhe road leading down the "palh* is
ciat out in the face of the solid moun-
tain most of the way and is very steep.
In less than half a mile the traveler
drops down over a thousand feet. Both
wheels of our vehicle were tied in mak-
iug the descent and a!l hands walked
down including the mules. Having
reached the foot of the mountain the
ourney was conlinuedin a northwesterly
direciion along - the coist, passing
through a number of native villages and
one sugar plantation. In three of these
villages, namely,Kaneohee, Kaalaca and
Kanhana, there are branches of the
Church. After a romantic ride, part ol
tne way traveling on the sands of the
sea shore, we arrived at l.aie about mid-
night,

In my travels today, and ride in and
around Honolulu yesterday, my atten-
tion was conlinually drawn to new
features Never before having visited a
country within the limits of the tropics
Lhad the pleasure for the first nme in
my lile to see sugar-cane lields, rice
fields, kalo patches, cocoanut groves
banana groves, palm trees, bread-fruit
trees, mapgo trees, elc, etc, not to
mention tropical jungles, and the many
varicties of shubbery, flowers and
grasses which are not met with in a
colder climate. But perhaps the most
interesting and strik ng feature of all is
the peculiar volcanic tormation of the
country itself. The almost perpendicu
lar mountains lerminate in ridges so
sharp and narrow 1that it would seem-
ingly be impossible for any one to
walk along them even in single hle,were
it possible to chmb to the top. The
mountains cover most of the island; the
fertile land suitable for cultivation being
very limited. .
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A LETTER FROM ENGLAND.

Having many relatives and friends in ¢

Zion, I now take the time to write to the
readers ot your vatuable paper that they
may be informed concerning the labors
ot the Elders in the Shefficld conference
which is heid at 187 Bentinch street,
Doncaster. We are all possessed with
the Spirit ot unity and love The Saints
all seem to have this same Spirit and
they all try to live their religion as weli
as they can although it is hard for some
of them to get labor when the people
know that they are Mormons. This
causes some to neglect their duties in
order to keep thetr work. We have one
young man tinat accepted the Gospel
last spring and 13 now out of work. The
parties he was working for turned him
away because he had joined those wick
ed Mormons.

It seems as though the devil is at
large, on the alert to darken the minds
ot the people. but [ think the Elders in
this part of the vineyard are doing a
good work in getiing the Gospel mes-
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sage before them, There are Elders
John Batty and Alexander Street apg
myself laboring here in the Sheffied
branch and we have-distributed 8.
tracts during the month of June. W
find that 1s the best way to get the Gos.
pel before the people. When we make
the first visit we kindly ask them 1o
please read our tract and we will cal)
again ina few days with another ogne
and will be pleased to answer all ques.
tions they wish to ask.

I have been in England eighteey
months and | have labored in this pan
ot the conference nearly one year now.
tis a very dark and smoky place and is
very unhealthy for us Elders who are
used to the pure mountain air. My
hea th has been very poor here but not
so bad but that I could get out and dg
my duty as a servant of God. There are
a great rany people living in this place,
The population is 343 coo greater thap
that ot Uiah. Itisa greal manuficiur.
ing place for iron and steel such as cut-
lery and file cutting and plates for war
shigs. Qther things are also manufac.
tured. There are about 2,000 saloons in
Sheffield and a person can see more
drunkenness in one week liere than he
would 1n some parts of Utah during his
whole life. The people drink even
1though their children bave to go hungry.
Men and women can be seen in  salouns
on Sundays just the same as cn other
days, in fact more so because they are
at work during the week and spend
most of their earnings on Sunday. This
1s true though there may be some who
read this that may doubt it. Still the
peopie tell us that they are saved and
cannot sin. They say tha1 all they have
to do is to believe in the Lord Jesuvs
Christ and they wil] be saved.

The children have so much tradition
drilled into them while they are young
that it is hard to get them to listen 1o
the truth after they become older. They
are getting farther away from the Gospel
of Jesus Christ every day, and yet they
cry unio the Lord to save them instead
of repenting and being baptized for the
remission of Ltheir sins that they wili be
fit subjecis for salvation.

Jesus plainly teils us that unless we
are born again we cannot even see the
kingdom of God. When we tell them
this they say that their ministers do not
teach them that kind of doctrine., We
tell them that it is because they have
not got the authority to act in the name
of Jesus Christ and administer in the
ordinances of the Gospel. When they
claim this authority we ask them if they
have been called of God as ,was Aaron;
and again why does not the Lord reveal
His mind and will to men now as He did
in former days; why does He not talk (g
men as He did to Abraham, Moses and
uther inspired prophets; why does not
the Lord call men directly hy His voice
as He did Moses, Samuel and Paul; why
does He not send angels to deliver heay-
enly messages to men now as He did to
Gideon, Zachanas and Cornelius;
why should not the Lord enlighten men
to tell ot Heavenly visions now as he
did Jacob, Peter, Pau!l and }ohn; why
does he not now inspire prophets lo
lead and guide the people in these the
last days and to perforni miracles and
show signs of coming events, and to
declare his will and interpret dreams and
visions and unknown languages as dig
Daniel. When we ask the people these
questions they say that theyare ‘ail done

awAy with now and that they arenc



