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“The DrsERET NEWs at one time
named oue of the registrars in connec-
tion with n guestionable transaction,
but before the Commission had time
to investigate, the charge was publicly
and explicitly withdrawn as to the
registrar named, and a majority of' the
members of the Commission were of
tho opinion that the general charge as
reitgrated, without naming tho per-
wons claimed to he engaged in the
work, was probably as devoid of foun-
dation ns the former explivit charge
was confessed to have boen.”

This statement i3 entirely and
most shamefully false. The DEIERET
News did noé name one of the re-
gistrars as described, neither did it
withdraw auy such =ilegation,
cither publicly or privately, or in
apy manuer. We here *publicly
and explicitly” deny the charge,
and challeuge the Utnh Comm ission
to produce from the ceiumus of the
Deserer NEws either the item
which pamed the registrar or that
which withdrew the accusation.

The cbject of the falsehood is seen
by what follows in the report.
Allusion is miade to the correspon-
dence between the Commission and
the editor, and while the importance
of the DesgreT NEWS is Jdwelt
upost, the evident effort of the re.
port is to east doubt upou the veraci-
ty of the NEWS and to exoperate
the Commission frem the stigma
that ought to attach to that body,
for ita failure to investigate the
charges thal were subsequently
made agninst the registrars who
were engaged in the notorious Rio
Grande Western railway registra-
tion. As the latter part of this cor.
respondence has mnot before been
made public, we here reproduced it
from pages 16 and 17 of the report:

SaLf LAKE City, May 1, 1800,
Col. G. L. Godfrey, Chairmaa Utah
Commission:
Gentlomen.—On the 7th of Febrary
I had the bhonor to receive from yon n
communication of whieh the annexed
ia a copy:
“SaLr LaKe Crry,
Febrnary 7, 1800.
“AIr, Charles W, Penrose, Elitor Des-
ERET EvixiNa NEws:

“Dear Sir.—In your paper of yoster-
dny evening in an olitorial beaded
'Questionable Siucerity,’ vou make
among others thig dirce: eharge, ‘that
two of the registration officars of this
city mado atrip oD a special ear over
the Rio Grande Weatern and regis-
tered by wholesale gang after gang of
emplayes found at varlous points be.
tween here and the Colorade line’
And further charge, ‘ilie 1membera of
the Utah Coinmission, it is presumed,
bave full information of this flagrant
erime.” The Commission and ench
meamber thereof emphatieally denies
having sneh information.

“Wiil yon have the kindnexs to
furnish the Commission immedintel
with the namas of the reglstration of-
fleers referred to in your arlicle and
e t b

‘oura respectfully, order of
sha Commiseion, 2
(. L, Gopruey,
*Chairman.”

‘ To this I zt ence raplied as follows:

“QrFICE OF THE DESERET NEws
COMPANY,

i $8aLT Laxe, February 7, 1890.

[*“Col. G. I.. Godfrey, Chairman Utah
Comimission.

“Gentlemen.—Your favor of dven
date in relalon to an artiole which
appearel in tho DEsErer EvENING

Fws of the €th fnstant is received.

“*Atthough I never wrote or inspired
the article refarred to, and <id not see
it uotil it was in print, I do tfot wish
to avoid any responsibillity which
attaches to me as editor oi the Dwps-
ERET Eveninag NEws. I thercfore ro-
ply to your assertion direelly.

“You say thatI ‘makeamong vthers
this dlrect oharge: 'That two of the
regisiration officers of thiseity made a
{rip in a 8pecial car over ihe Rio
Grande Western and registerod by
wholesale gang aflter gang of em-
ployes,' e'c. 1 ctip from the article
the exact langnage used, a4 follows:

‘ti[t is believed to have come to be
as wall understood to cvery cilizen as
is the season of Lthe year or thestate of
the weather, that two of the regstra-
tion officers of this city made
4 trip in a special car over the
Rio Grande Western and registercd by
wholesale gang afier gang of employes
found at various points between here
and the Colorado line. The members
of the Tltah Commuission, it is pre-
gsuomed, have full information of this
{lagrant erime.’

“You will observa that instead of
making any ‘direct charge’ of the
kind yon mantion, the DESERET NEWS
simply commented upen something
that is a topic of ¢ohunon couversa-
tion. The charge did no® originate
with the DespurT NEWS nor withany
of its writors.

It is fair to presuine Lhat the Utah
Cominissioners present in this eity
have as “full information of this lag-
rant ¢rime’ as is current in the com
munity. And I must confess my sur-
prise at your sta’ement thatthe ‘Com-
mission and each member theoreof
emphatically denies having any such
information.””

I also respectfully suggest that if
the Comnmission rexlly desire to go te
the bottom of this notorlous aiflair
there oust be better means of reach-
ing it than through ucwspaper chan-
nels. The names of tha appointees of
the Commission who arc gaid to have
perpetrated one of the most shameful
attempts at franl ever committed in
the coontry are bandied about by the
Eublic, and, as the DESERET EVENING

EwS has intimated, must surely have
vome to the ears of the Conunission,

I am, gentlemon, very respectiogly
yours, CHAS, W, PENROSE,

Kditor DEsERET NEWS.

< Atthattime T was gatisfied that the
.raports cotnmonly circulated esncern-
ing illegal registration slong the line
of the Rio Grande Western Railway
were true. Buttbe direct evidences
which have been obtained in proof of
| those reports were not then within my
reach. Even il thoy had heen at iy
disposal it is probable that 1 should
buave deemed it prudent te withhold
theua for a time, in consideration of
the intense party feeling that then pre-
vaited, and the indispositiou to deal
{'untly with tha Pcople’s Parly ex-
1ibited by all who possessed posver to
correct the wrongs that were being
i perpatrated.

| Asdthe contest jsnow over and the
hitterness it provoked is somewhat
allayed, and am I think you should he
informed as to some of Lhe disgracefl
| {&els known to lpany members of the
People’s Party wno eonsider llm:y

have béen-defrauded, T submit to yon
certifiéd coples of a fow out of a Inrgé
numbér of afidavlts which I have ex:
aminéd, which are bona fide, and
which will be carefully preserved for
future referenee. The affidavits in re-
gard tothe train registration, some of
which T send you, coupled with the
fact that the names of the men illeg-
ally roglstered appear on the regisira-
tion lists without eny address an
ehiefly in the Second Precinet, estab-
lished, in the minds of those who have
well corigidered the matter, the asenf:
unce that three ot least of yoir regis
tration officers were purties o tho
frauds

T alsce send you a fow ot of a very
large nmniber of aflidavits concerning
the conduet of the registrars, sitiing as
a court of firgt and 1ast resort and de-
priving bundreds of legal voters of
the right to cast their Lallots at_the
Salt Lake City election.

.And turther, T add some samples of
huudreds of other nifidavits, showing
that the judges of election violated
the Jaw in rejecting votes offered un-
der the provigion of section 2007 Re-
vised Stalutes of the United States,

With this information at hand [ feel
it my duty o place so much at loast as
I now wsend at vour disposal; not,
however, with the view of making
ting eorrespondence pablie, but that
you may not, throngh silenco on my
part, be left in ignorance of the wrong
that has been done te the majority of
the voters of this city, and the tulpa-
ble conduct of those oiticers of your
appointment who are now enjoving
the peenniary rewnrd of thelr anlaw-
ful work. Very respectiully,

’ CnARLES W. PENROSE.

The report agys further:

What purported to be atlidavils of
several partles nocompanied tho cont-
munication, but as none of the parties
{:urporting to have made them wore
cnown . to, or cver heard of by, the
Comimission, with onc exception, the
Commission had no means of know-
ing whether they weore deserving of
waight and eredenee, oven if the
facts alleged in them were worthy of
notlee.”

The ‘‘ope exception’ mentioned
is the affidavit of James B. Ray,
which the Comimission singlea out
because he was said to have been a
detective in the employ of Capt.
Bonfleld ‘and some reflections were
cast upon his eharacter, But they
made no effort to find out the ‘‘zev-
eral parties’ who swore to the facts
of the alleged registration and thelr
identification of the registrars who
conducted it. Many of these are
well knhown and reputable citizens.
Ef the Commaission had been imbued
with any desire to investigate this
matter, ample evidence would have
Leen furnished by those whe had it
in their possessiyb at the time. As
so0n ag it came within our reach wo
placed a portion of it in tho hands
of the Commission, sufficient to
convince any ordinary mind. We
could not do so before. We re:
served some for good and suMcient
teasons. We did pot expeet any
leffort from the Commisslon in Lhe
)proper direction.

. We sy the Commisson mapi-




