the most,

?ot By agreeable kind, althdugh

disastrous in its results.
Koo 38 Wwe were pulling out of
Aneas (Yity n heavy, well-dressed
an stepped up to & member of our

ity who hnc{’ just taken his wal-
¢t from his pocket in order to get
ticket, nnd fntimated his desire
horw rrow money. He was muet,
Bt"“ﬂver, with na refusal. The
wanger then asked for change for
“:i“m,” and was again answored

th n respectful 1o, Thereupon
® soatehied the wallet, whiel con-
a](]jmd 310 and the railway ticket
1::1 Made for the door. This was
Blantiy opened by a confedernte
om the outside, but the victim of

hig

18 robbery eaught the thicef
zf.f,‘f“ he coulg raach  the

i The two fell upon the
Pattorm together in the coursu of
gle struggle, but assistance was soon
t reﬂ to each party, the assistant
Hef trying to get his companion oft
6 tindn, while soveral of our com-
m_".&' endeavored to lield on until an
m{‘fﬁt could lw accomplished, 'The
w) *®T, howover, slipped out of his
dn:-)l Couta nnd disappeared in the
ingess. The property he Joft be-
Bd wag estimnted to be worth $20,
ide Was punt back to the police for
Ntification. When last sten blood

Y8 runping down the fuce of
ruSiLive thi(g:i', 0wl v fuce of the

The American Language.

Er‘&mﬂl’icnncﬁu ia not n mere mod-
Which provement or corruption—
lap, Chcver we lke to call it—of the
ish‘g‘:’“ge which is spoken in these
Quirt]u 8, says the London Telegraph.
in o the contrary. Dr, Freeman,
t'!lnt:le of his essnys, has pointed out
Chng while in some respects Ameri-
Olrge ire n great deal ““newer?? than
eong_l\’t's, in some othurs they nare
died‘dﬁrnb_ly older. Mueh that has
our }?Ut_ol our politics,our societles,
Pives ubits and customs, still sur-
lan, it the states, Se il is with the
knf‘u“gﬂ- As every Investigator
ish ¥E, much of it is not new ling-
it ali, Lut genuine old English.
DPOI;lnl;:inll forms, old local
Whia® 2 inlectical peculinrities,
"l?llfal Bave become otsolete or imere
f‘l-aa!i’] M8ms with us, have kept their
Smmneﬂﬂ in the New Lngland
the » Bnd thence have spread over
OVEF"‘:ntlnont-—to spread in time
Wha !18 world. A good denl of
inm 5. @ 'egard as Yaukee vulgar-
thay Boud, honest Anglo-Saxon
angd l""ﬂﬂ current in conversation
({yﬂomks for centuries before the
Tha o zer sighted Plymouth Rock.
Englpel Petual “f guess” of the New
20 :aﬂderisumseln point. “Iull
kays e was of age, I guess,”
“yone CHBUCET, concerning  the
{:ﬁgﬁ%’ Bquyre?? of the Canterbury
ard) ﬁg - Horen Biglow would
¥ bive uged the phrase differ-
'milarly, sueh words as
eve ";[(ld “brash’? and ¢@slick’’
W g D “squirm,®? which strike us
uMdp"t':)mlly racy of the states, are
Bpeec f-hlﬂ day in the cominon
Dorthe,.. - the common 1‘)e3ple in
the Worﬁ and castern Kngland. In
Rlst, g, 8 of that eminent philolo-
tioy, of m 8ltek, one may find men-
thag i, " person heing “smoked?—
Hmo“eitm“de o butt of—just ns tn
and Ficlding and others of
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"our Inst century mnovelists. An
American will use “‘sigk’? or **mad”’
just as thelr forefathers would have
done in places where we should em-
ploy “ill’’ and ‘“‘angry.**

Wo owe our cousins n certain
inmount of gmtitude for re-clothing
with conversational reapectability

‘many of the highly-convenicnt
words which had somehow dropped |
out and heen replaced by much less |
direet and much luss ux[)rcssivel

substitutes. Whether we need he‘
so much obliged to them for the

odds and ends which they hnve
picked up everywhere and put inte
current circulation I8 more ques- !
tionnble. For the American i8 the
most larcenous of linpguists. He
has “been at o feast of Innguages
nnd stolen the scrnps.” The slang
of the Chicago or Ban Francisco
lonfer has levied contributions on
half the Aryan and two or three of
the pon-Aryan tongues. All the
clements that go to make up the
cosmopolitan  population of the

Union contributed something to the
medley. There is a little French,

a good deal of **Duteh,?’ 1 fairquan-
ity of Spanish, a sprinkling of

Beandinavian, ft.nlizm, a hint at

Chinese, and something more than
o perceptible dnsh of the tongue of
the 1 man. It is altogether a
[strange amalgzm, this American
Inmpunge—not unlike the equally
remarkable mixture out of which
in due course the Anierican people
ia to be evolved. But at present

|both the people and the languagu
are in the process of making, and it
is pretty certain that they will ex-
hibit more remarkable de:velopments
still before the manufacture is com-

pleted.— Ex.

Sponging a Tiger.

When Pezon, the Hon tamer, wns
at, Moscow witj) his menngerie, he
hnd oecasion to emgloy n nmujii:, n
flne specimen of n Cossack, to clenn
out the enges of the wild beasts. The
Cossack did not understand a word
of French, and the terms of the con-
trnct weresettled indumb show. By
way oflnﬁ},ructing him in his new
dutles, P’ezon went through n sort
of pantomime with the broom,
sponge and water bucket. The
moujik watched him closely and ap-
ared fully to unlerstand the de-
iis of the lessoh given.

Next morning, armed with =»
broom, n bucket and n sponge, he
opene\i the first cage he came to nnd
| quietly stepped in, a8 he had seen
| his master step on the previous day
into two cages of harmless brutes,
bat this one happened to be tenant-
ed hy a splendid but untamed tiger,
that lny stretched on the floor fast
asleep. At the noise made by open-
ing and cloring the door the crea-|
ture raised ite head and turned its
green eyes full on the man, who,
all unconscions of his danger, stood
in the corner dipping his big sponge
into the bucket.

At that moment Pezon came out
of his carnvan and was struck dumb
by the terrible sight that met his
gaze. What could he do to warn
the man of his danger? A sound, n
movement on his part might enrnge
the preat beast and hasten ita attack
on the defenseless Cossack. 8o Pe-
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zon stood awaiting developments,
ready to rush to the secene when the
crisis eame. The moujik, sponge in
hand, coolly approached the tiger
and made rendy to rub him down
with the stolidity of a military boot-
black pollshing his captain’s boots.
The sudden applieation of cold wa-
ter to its hide cvidently produced a
very agreeable offect on the tiger,
for it began to purr, stretehed out ita
paws, rolled over on its back and
complacently offvred every part of
ita body to the vigoroustreatment of
the moujik, who went on scrubbing
with mighE nnd main,

All the while PPezon stood there
with his eyes wide open and as if
nniled to the spot. When he had
finished his job the Cessack left the
cage ns quietly ns he had entered it,
and it required the most energetie
and expressive gestures en the part
of the lion tamer to prevent his re-
peating the experiment on n second
wild Least.—London Timies.

Cliff Dwellers.

One of the most attractive portions
of Colorado, if not in theentire west,
isthat part of the State in which are
found the ehff dwellings of a long
extinet race, The district in which
these ruings arelocated covers nn area
of nearly six thousand square miles,
ehicfly in Colorndo, but which in-
cludes narrow Lelte in the adjacent
territories of New Mexice, Utah and
Arizonn. 'The ruins ot this region,
gays the Cincinnatl Commercial Gaz-
ette, lilie most others of the extreme
west and south, are the remnants in
a grent measure of stone structures.
It is evident, however, that a great
portion of the villages and dwellings
of the lowlands which compiise the
distriet have been of material other
thon stone, frequently, doubtless, of
rubble and adobe combined. The
cliff houses conform in shape to the
floor of the niche or shelf on which
they nre built. They are of
firm, neat masonry, and the nan-
ner in which they are attached or
cemented to the cliffs is simply mar-
velous. Their construction has cost
n great deal of labor, the rock and
mortar of which they are built hav-
ing been brought hundreds of feet
up the most precipitous plnces. They
have n much more modern loo
than the valley and cave remains,
nand are probably in gencral more re-
cent, belonging rather to the close
than the earlier parts of a long pe-
riod of cecupnation.

It scems probnble that a rich re-
ward awaits the fortunate archieolo-

ist who shall be zble to thoroughly
nvestignte the historieal records
thnt lie huried in the masses of ruins.
the unexplorxl caves, nnd the stili
myslerious burial placesof the north-
west. But it is quite improbable
that any certain light will ever be
thrown on the origin of this curious
race or its history — K.

Prophetic Trees.

In parts of Germany, when at
evening the clouds rise and hear
some resemblance to n grent tree—
that is, when there is, a8 it were, n
pillar of vapor between the horizon
nnd the overarching canopy of cloud,
the peasants call it “Abraham’s



