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procuring it is worthy of man’s highest
powers the task of inducing the people
generafly to observe and honor the laws
of God therein contained is still more
worthy and desirable.

It is probably true, however, that
never since the Bible was compiled and
accepted by Christian nations as the
word of God, has there been greater
need for revision and re-translation.
Not because of its many errors, or be-
cause of its insufficiency to teach men
the way of life and peace ;i but because

of the inereasing corruption and wicked- |

ness of all elasses, and the venality pre-
valent, even in the pulpit. A revision
that would please universally, must be
one that would expunge or materially

modify the Decalogue, and be less scath- | out a pro

ing in its denunciation of the adulterer,
thief, murderer, perjurer and e;vet:'f
other class of evil doers. Such a -

The telegraphic dispatches, for some
time, have said that the work of placing
the city in a state of defence was being
conducted in the most vigorous manner;
and that a thousand guns would soon
be in position; and to-day we are in-
formed that the forces to man the de-

fences number 80,000, The fortified
line of the French capital is twenty-six
leagues in circumference;its forts are di-

vided in such a manner as to prevent divine debt. What will
any approach to the city, and it is esti-

m that 1,200,000 men would be re-
quired to besiege the place; and though
victory, thus far during the war, has
been so uniformly in favor of the Prus-
sians, it is not to be supposed that they
will ever gain possession of Paris with-
ted and bloody struggle.
In the meantime there are various
rumors about the Emperor. Some say
that he is very ill, others that a

sion of the Bible there is no doubt would | plexy has terminated his mortal career;

be acceptable to the

ople and priests, evil bein

enerality of both | others that his name is no longer

heard

so preva- | in Paria, and that he is civilly and im-

ent, and elergy being so delicate about | perially dead, whether physically so or

denouncing it!

8o or not. If he be not already dead, it

The Latter-day SBaintsare begining to | would probably be better for him if he

be felt and acknowledged

every nation, and their watchword is
**To the law and to the testimony, if
they speak not according to them it is

as a power in | were so.
the Christian world. They go forth to | grace, dishonor and

Death is preferable to dis-
e loss of imperial
wer. The French people are extrenr -

y jealous of their martial fame and
glory, and their forees having been led

because thereisnolight in them!”’ They | to a most ignominious series of de-

preach the si

ancient gnadpe

precept an
lural marriage, to all of which a
hristendom and its hireling

revision of the s
expunge, or modify these several

ciples,would be sure to meet great
from priests and. people, and

m‘pla tﬁarinﬂiplu of Christ’s | feats while he has

which shounld | believe this is true if defeat
rin- | tinues. He risked all on the hazard of
vor | & war which he forced needlessly upon
nnless | Prussia. The termination of his rule

n in sapreme

ey also sustain, by | command it is not very likely that

practice, the doetrine of | the nation will ever tolerate him

postate | as a ruler again; and it is declared

_ priests are | that the perpetuation of his dynas-

arrayed in den;ll!{ opposition. And a |ty is now an impossib
ptures

We
eon-

ility.

those engaged in the work of revision | would by no means imply the defeat of

and retranslation furnish a ve
containing these changes and modi
tions, they need

that of King James. Is not the anxiety

cause of this proposed revision of the
scriptures? @ certainly think it is.
Men have shown a determination fo
bend the scriptures to suit their notions
and whenever they were plain and
pointed upon any particular subject,
they have endeavored toattach another
meaning to them. We have had a
recent illustration of this disposition in
the case of Dr. Newman, who visited
here. A prominent man in his sect,

should bLe interpreted to suit his views,
and he expected everybody to accept
his ipse dizit as the words of an oracle,
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FRENCH REVERSES CONTINUE,

The war dispatches fo-day are nu-
merous and, as usual, contradictory,
and it is difficult fo ascertain from them
the true position of affairs at the seat of

war: those from Berlin, and Prussian | lations that have been

n, | the people of France; and if, during
ca- | the progress of the present struggle the
hope that it | expulsion of Napoleon and his dynasty
will be more honored practically, than | from the throne and country

should take
, beyond hisimmediate

-—if——
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I am
egation, though not ex-
ecting them to give audible answers.
udging from what I know and under-
stand of the Latter-day Saints, I can
answer these questions satisfactorily to

myself and, probably, to the satisfaction
of most of the ple.

|
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disposed to ask a few questions
he was determined that the Bible|of this mg‘;r :

Do we believe in the secriptures of

'Divine truth?—those which are eon-

tained in the Old and New Testaments

in the Book of Mormon, the Book n}

Doctrine and Covenants and other reve-
given to this

sources claim overwhelming defeat and | people? I cananswerthisin the affirm-
slaughter of the French, while some | ative, by saying that we eertainly do.

from French sources are of a more hope-

This leads my mind to the reflection

ful character, and represent that the | that if we believe the scriptures and the
Freneh position is not nearly so despe- | revelations I have referred to, we also

rate as represented.

There is little | believe that Jesus is the Christ; and

doubt, however, that reverses of the | believing the seriptures and that Jesus
mest serious character still follow up |is the Christ, we must believe other

the French army. We are informed |things also.

If the scriptures are true,

that, after a hard fight, Bazaine had |it proves that sin is in the world, and
been defeated, driven back to Metz, and | the question arises, Is it necessary that

was surrounded by the Prussians and | sin should be here?

that he must capitulate.

is alarming tidings for France!

What will the

This, if true, | Latter-day Saints say? Is it necessary
Mec- | that we should know good from evil?

Mahon’s force, at the commencement | I can answer this to suit myself by say-

of the campaign, was all but annihilat-
ed, and Bazaine and his forces now
compelled to surrender, it looks as
though the war must soon be brought
to a close, with disgrace and defeat the

ing it is absolutely necessary, for the
simple reason that if we had never real-
ized darkness we never could have com-
prehended the light; if we never tasted
anything bitter, but were to eat sweets,

most ignoble to France. Never, per- | —the honey and the honeycomb, from

haps, have the forces of any nation met
with such a continued succession of re-
verses and disasters as the French,
since the declaration of war with Prus-
sia. No wonder Napoleon cries ‘‘trea-
son’’ and declares that he has been be-
trayed; if it were possible to believe in
collusion between his generals and the
Prussians the constant victories of the
latter would confirm such an impres-
gion.

“Paris’’ is now the watchword of the
Prussians; and there is every probabili-
ty of the French capital being invested
al an early period by the victorious
(German. Reports fo-day speak of fight-
ing at Chalons, and at that place,
where preparations have been making
#or a grand stand against the advance of
the Prussian, there is no force adequate
to cope with him, If victory decide in
Lis favor there, then there will be no-
thing to prevent his march on Paris.
But what then? 1t is said that no ade-
quate regsistance can be made there; but

this is most probably a Prussian report. l world of mankind have not only trans-

the time we come inte this world

| until we go out of it, what knowledge

could we have of the bitter? This leads
me to the decision that every fact that
exists, in this world, is demonstrated

| How are we to be exalted? We have

by its opposite. If thisisthe fact,—and
all true philosophy proves if, it leads
me to the conclusion that the transgres-
sion of our first parents was absolutely
necessary, that we might be brought in
contact with sin and have the oppor-
tunity of knowing good and evil. It
may

Lord God szid, “Behold, the man has
become as oue of us, to know good and
evil.”” Are we the sons and daughters of
that God whom weserve? We answer

we are. Do we expect to be exalted
with our Father in heaven? We do.

sinned, and fransgressed the law of
God. The Christian world and the

!
:

deemed strange and singular by |on the face of the earth, and I will defy
the Christian world that we shou/d be-|them (o make a table move or get a
lieve such a thing; but the scériptures ' communieation from hell or any other
inform us, in Genesis iii; 22, that the ! place while I am present.

gressed the laws of God, but they have
changed the ordinances and broken
every covenant that God has given
them. Then I ask, Is there a debt con=
tracted between the Father and His
children? There is. Our first parents
transgressed the law that was given
them in the garden; their eyes
were opened. This created the debt.
What is the nature of this debt? It is a
pay it? I ask,
Is there anything short of a divine sac-~
rifice that can pay this debt? No; there

is not. %
ratify myself, and to

1 say this to

gmtify my brethren and sisters. A
ivine debt has been contracted by the
children, and the Father demands re-
compense, He says to His children on
this earth,who are in sin and transgres-
sion, it is impossible for you to pay this

PPo-|debt; I have prepared a sacrifice; I will

send my Onl tten Son to pay this
divine debt. Was it necessary then that
Jesus should die? Do we understand
why He should sacrifice His life? The
idea, that the Son of God, who never
committed sin, should sacrifice His
life, is unquestionably preposterous to
the minds of many in the Christian
world. But the fact exists that the
Father, the Divine Father, whom we
gserve, the God of the Universe, the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the Father of our spirits, provided
this saerifice and sent His Son to die
for us; and it is also a great fact that
the Son came to do the will of the
Father, and that He haas paid the debt,
in fulfilment of the seripture which
says: ‘‘He was the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world.” 1Isitso on
any other earth? On every earth. How
many earths are there? I observed this
mnrnin? that you may take the par-
ticles of matter composing this earth,
and if they could be enumerated they
would only be a beginning to the num-
ber of the creations of ; and they
are continually eoming into existence,
and undergoing changes and passing
through the same experience that we
are gﬂming through. 8in isupon eve

earth that ever was created, and if it
was not 8o, I would like some philoso-
phers to let us know how people can be
exalted to become sons of God, and en-
joy a fulness of glory with the Redeem-
er. Consequently every earth has its
redeemer, and every earth has its
tempter; and every earth, and the peo-
ple thereof, in their turn and time, re-
ceive all that we receive, and, pass

through all the ordeals that we are
passing through?
. Is this easy to understand? It is per-

fectly easy to me; and my advice to
those who have queries and doubts on
this subject is, when they reason and
philosophize upon it, not to plant their
position in falsehood or argue hypo-
thetically, but upon the facts as they
exist, and they will come to the conclu-
sion that unless God provides a Savior

Can all the wisdom of the world devise
means by which we can be redeemed,
and return to the presence of our Father
and elder brother, and dwell with hol

angels and celestial beings? No; it is
beyond the power and wisdom of the
inhabitants of the earth that now live,
or that ever did or ever will live to pre-
pare or create a sacrifice that will pay
this divine debt. But God provided it,
and His Son has paid it, and we, each
and every omne, can now receive the
truth and be saved in the Kingdom of
God. Is it clear and plain? It is to
me, and if you have the Spirit of God,
it isas plain to you as anything else in
the world. Why are you baptized for
the remission of gins? Is there virtue
in it? There is. Why do we lay hands
on the gick? Is there virtue in doing s0?
There is, and the wicked world as well
as the Saints prove this, Since Joseph
Smith received revelations from God,
Spiritualism has taken its rise, and has

—one system proving another,—spirit-
ualism demonstrating the reality of
animal magnetism, Is there virtue in
one person more than another? Power
in one more than another? Spirit in
one more than another? Yes, there is.
I will tell you how much I have: You
may assemble together every spiritualist

Yes, there is
more spirit in some than in others; and
this power,—called by the world animal
magnetism,—enables those possessing
it to put others into the mesmeric sleep. |
When I lay hands on the sick, I expect
the healing power and influence of God
to pass through me to the patient, and
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administration. Jesus said, on one oec-
casion, ‘“Who has touched me?"” A
woman had erept up behind Him, in
the erowd, and touched the hem of His
garment, and He knew it, because vir-
tue had gone from Him. Do you see
the reason and propriety of laying
bhands on each other? hen we are
prepared, when we are holy vessels be-
fore the Lord, a stresm of power from
the Almighty can pass through the
tabernacle of the administrator to the
sysitem of the patient, and the sick are
made whole; the headache, fever or
other disease has to give way. My
brethren and sisters, there is virtue in
us if we will do right; if we live our re-
ligion we are the temples of God where-
in He will dwell; if we defile ourselves,
these temples God will destroy.

We shall now sing and dismiss the
meeting. We do hope and pmﬂ] you
Latter-day Saints to live according to
your best knowledge; and we pray God
our Heavenly Father, in the name of
Jesus, to give you faith, graceand forti-
tude to do so; and His Spirit that you
may be able to see the glory of His
Kingdom, and then compare it with
the Eingdoms of this world. What is
the glory of this world? Just gather it
all together, and it is nothing but a
shadow! All tue kings and potentates
on the earth with all their power, pomp,
greatness and grandeur, will pass into
oblivion;—they will pass completely
from the remembrance of the children
of men; they were, but are not. This
is the inry of the world; but the glory
of the %ingdnm of God was, is and for
‘ever will be!

The Lord bless you: Amen.
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It may appear strange to Jew and Gentile,
to saint and sinner, to high and low, to
bond and free, but with all our weaknesses
and imperfections we,the Latter-day Saints,
are the hope of the whole world, Our bro-
ther who has just spoken says there is
semething to be done, and I say that God
has commenced to do it, upon this conti-
nent. The Lord hasrevealed His will from
the Heavens; He has bestowed His priest-
hood on the children of men; He has sent
forth His holy angels with the gospel to
proclaim, and this gospel has been pro-
‘claimed to the children of men, and a few
have received it; and strange as it may
sound to the ears, and inconsistent as 1t
may be to the hearts, sympathies, judg-
ments or feelings of the christian or of the
heathen world, without us they cannot be
saved; with all our weaknesses and imper-
fections, and as far short as we may come
of the perfection that we understand and
which is necessary to possess before we can
enjoy the celestial kingdom of God, this is
verily true, :

to pay this debt it can never bepn.id.f

spread with unprecedented rapidity; |
and they will lay hands on each other, | 3504.

The few observations that we have heard
this morning are rich, and many of them
full of divine matter, and asdpacml.’_ly with
regard to the christian world. This book,
that we call the Bible, the christian world
profess to believe in. Let me tell them
that they must either acknowledge, ttg:qn] y
and franxly, that the Latter-day Saints
have the gospel, taught by Christ and His
apostles, or they will go to the wall as in-
fidels; it cannot be otherwise. There are
but two parties on the earth, one for God
and the other for theworld or the evil one.
No matter how many names the christian
or heathen world bear, or how many sects
and creeds may exist, there are but two
parties. one for heaven and God, and the
other will %o to some other kmgd’nm than
the celestial kingdom of God.

Our brethren go forth in weakness; and-
our elders have traversed the earth,and have
offered the gospel unto every nation that
would open its doors to receive it. A few
from various nations have obeyed it and
have gathered themselves together; but
of this number few live strictly according
to the words revealed for the guidance of
the Saints. The gospel of the Sen of God
is the only thing that will do the peop.e
It is all happiness, submission,

indness and love; it 18 glory to God in the
highest, and good will to man on the earth.
But even if we had not the Holy Ghest
within us, look at the moralsthat are tanght
in this book, say nothingabout the divinity
of the doctrine of the Sen of God; take it
morally, is it not the best code for people
to live by ever lmrtra ed or placed on pa-
per? We say it is; and we may look at it in
any light we please.

%’hﬂﬂ the elders of Israel go forth to
preach the gospel to the inhabitants of the
earth, though it may be dene in weakness
and with a stammering tongue, the Spirit
of the Lord attends the preached word and
bears witness to the honest in heart, and
teaches them that thisis the truth. Nomatter
how many priests, or who contend against
the gospel and say ‘““we do not acknowledge
that Jesus is the Son of God, we believe
He was a philanthropist, or a divine man

the disease to give way. 1 do not say
that I heal everybody I lay hands on;
but many have been healed under my

in human shape, so far as mnature can
make Him so, but to acknowledge :bhat
He was the Son of God we cannot;”’ it



