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THE OLD FOLKS.

THE nonual treat to the ohd folks,
whieh is now an ipstitution of Utah.
wlll be given this year in Salt Luke
City. The Union Pacific Railroad
has generously agreed to furnish
free passage for the nged benefici-
aries from Ogden anpd intermedi-
ate  poinota. The Committee
intend to give 0 pgrand festi
val in the Exposilion building.
This, if properly fitted up, as no
doubt it will be, will male a magni-
ficeut place for the purpose, and ac-
commodute not only all the veteran
wuests but a host of spuctstors. July
15th is set for the day oo which
Teah will delight to do honor te its
slear old gitizens whe are op the
down hill of life, and it is the Inten-
tion to make this oceasion one of the
happiest and biggest entertainments
of the kind ever arranged by the
committee. We learn these par-
ticulars frum the genial C. R. Bav
age, who has always been active
and energetic in prowmoting these
recreations for the aged, with which
his name will ever be plesgantly as-
sociated. It is to be hoped that the
frlendawho have heretoforeextended
a liberal hand to 2id in these praise-
worthy efforts, will uot be bhack-
ward in contrihuting to lhe enjoy-
ment of the aged of all classes, par-
ties, creeds and complexions, inthis
year of grace vighteen hundred and

ninety.

THE NEW EDMUNDS ACT DE-.
NOUNCED.

TeE New York Sun is emphatic
in its denunciation of the Edmunds
supplemental measure for the con-
fiscation of the property of the
Chureh of Jeans Christ of Latter-
day Sainta. It hoids that it would
be ouly common lairness and de-
cency to vest in the representatives
of the Church the funds arising from
the eonfisention. After relating
what occurred in the Senate whep
the hitl was put npon its passage, the
Sun says:

“*The three dissenting Republican
Senators are to be congratulated apon
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baving sufficient firmness and uour-qupubh’can. like ninety-nine out of a

age to resist the commauds of Mr
Edmunds, We do notthink tbhatibey
‘will ever bave canse o rogret it, nov
will the Democratic Party deserve
anything else than honor for resisting
an oppressive and unjust messure.
Let the Republicans get and keep all
the eredit they can from sentimental-
ists and fanatics for passing it. The
DemocraticParty is true to the Consti-
iution in refusing te punish religious
opinion by confiscation. The Repub-
licans atternpt to divert attention from
the real character of their proceeding
by proposing to use for the main-
tenance of common sachools to Ulab
the funds arising (rom the confiscation
of the propeity held for churciz pur-
{o]oses by a part of the inhabitants of

tab. The virtuous saititude of the
Republican rty in the matter sug-
gedts o burglar who assumes airs of
moral superlority because be bas
dropped a pari of the swag into the
contribution box.

““The Church of Latier-day Saints
bhas few friends anywhere, and per-
baps none among cnlightencd men
and women. Yet whatever have been
its errors, its impostures, or its crimes,
the mass of its believers have been
honest men and women, industrions
and thriving colonists. But had it
been composed entirel{ of jailhirds,
there wonld still bave been no neces-
sity for confiscating their church
property. It is not right to do evil
that good may come. The Republican
party may dyer. bave cause to regret
that it has disregarded justice for a
littlo cheap applause.”

——

THE RIGHT NOBLY DEFENDED.

TiE following which appeared in
the Denver Republican under the
bhead of “National Houesty,*’ does
great credit to that journoul:

VIt is strange that A newspaner of
the standing of the Springfield, Masas.,
Republican indorses Senawer Hd-
munds’ ptan for iransferring the es-
cheated property of the Mormon
Cuureh ever to the publie schools of
Utah. Itis«till more strange that it
nrges that provision be made to pre-
vent the Mormens from controlling
the public schools of the Territory
aftor this money shali be transforred
to the school fund.

‘‘Omne does not bave to be a defender
of Mormonism to see in this a close
resemblance to the golicy pursued by
the persecutors of the Protestants in
the sixteenth century. It is the old
theory over again, 1hut a government
has a right 10 take away the property
of people whose views on eccrtain

uestions do not accord with thore of
the governinent. That this is unjust
and inmor#1 cannet be denied by any
fair-minded man.

“The fact tha. the Mormon chureh
tenches polygamy has very little 10 do
with the casu. Apart from its teaching
of the doctrine of polygamy the Mor-
mon church bag as much right Lo exist
and to hold properly as any other
church organization in i(be United
States. 1t 1is alse true that a great ma-
jority of the Mormons are not polyga-
mists, and thai the greater part of the
properiy of that eburch was contribu-
ted by or collected frem people who
are not polygamists. ‘I'he church as a
religiona organization and the Mor-
mons who are pot polygamists have
rights which are as much entitled to
the protection nf the government as
the rights of any ether church or of
any other church membeors.

*The troth s, that the Springfield

bundred of the other bewspsapers of
the country, is biinded by prejudice
against the Mormons. No man shouild
make an opponent’s religion an excuse
for mistreatment of him.

*“The men who are guilty of polyg--
amy in the Mormeon Church ought t&
oe punished, but the men who are nej-
zuilty of polygamy ought nof to be.
reated as though they were guilty
If the prorerty of the Mormon
Church shall be takem from that,
church society and turned over to the
public schools of Utah, or if it shail
Do in any other way taken oui of the
hands of the Mermons, the act will
stand a< a national reproach. Confis®
cation can never be justified, except it
be aaa last re<ort in the natioual de-
fense. To say that the Mormons are
B0 greal a menace to the American:
government that the confiscation of
their property is justified, is absurd.

FREE SCHOOLS AND TUITION FEES

IN another column will be found
a Jetter which hss been sent to:
county superints wdents by Jacob
Bureman, the T¢ ritorlal Commis-’
sloner of District Bchools. It will
be geen that this emall person carries
his littleness right aloug in every
capacity in which he findsa field to
operate. i

He commences his epistle with
carping vomplsints about the seliool
law, coupled with petty objectious
w hich be does not fortifly with proofs
or instances, and whish are just
about what might be expected frow:
a person of his mental callbre.

Que thing he_seems desirous of
emphasizing, with the purpose, no
doubt, of ¢reating difticuity among;
trustees of different school districts,
instead of endeavering to prowote
harmony and unity of purpose for:
the benetit of the people and the
cause of educajion, that is, the
construction which he places on the'.
section of the law in regard to tuition
fees.

The law provides concerning the
school board:

“Sec. 43. It shall have power to ad-
mit 10 the schools in the district, pu~
gils from other districts, when It can

o doue without injoring and over-
crowding such schoels, and aball’
have power to make ragulations for
their admission, and to charge and
collect reasonable fees for their tuition.
It ahall have power to arrange witlt .
the board of an adjacent district for
sending to such distriet such pupils ag
can he conveniemly taught therein,
when for any cause such pupils cannot
be convenieutly taught in the district
in whioh they reside, and for paying ,
their tuition. It sball also have power
to make preper and needful rules for,
the assignment and distribution
pupils 1o and among the schools in
1he district and their transfer from one
school tir another.’’

Now hear what the comnmissigner
HAY 8!

‘In endeavoring to reach correctin-
terprelations of its different sectiond
and provisions and to reconcile an
barmonize the whole, it is necessary



