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whirled ns ont of the spnow ipéo the
land of warmlh and eanebine, where
fosee, lilace and other evidences ol
snmmer abonnded. A mosgthe sunny
hil)s the tfaio siopped for & few mo-
ments from time to time, giving all the
boys ana girls an oppertunity lo run
abont the blllsides after flowers and
“apecimens.

Al Bacramento a stay of ao hotar was
made, giviog us n chance to have the
firs, meal outside of onr lunch baskets.
‘The company waeecattered at the vari-
ous restaurants, some of which were
Yery good,whlle others were very bad.
A short etroll about the olily and we
WeleonOe naofe OD OUr way,

Arriving at Oakland we foundan
@nuspally oold wind blowlng and
overcoata were called into requisition,
The chorus was celled to the churchn
for rebearsal, or more properly
speaking, for arrangement, after
Which tuey were tuken to the Galindo
hote] where they enjoyed one of Lthe
most excellent meals of the trip. The
hotel had been tasteiully decorated for
the opcasion, being festooned with a
mags of green boughs of the fragrant
engalyplue, among which were masaes
of flowers. The taubles were loaded
Wwith Aowers of every Elod, and ®t the
clege of the meal the |adtes were given
the privilege o©f 1aEing away the bou
quelp, The result was that]at the copcert
they reremnbied a baok of Aowers from
which = lot of brignt faces protruded.

Tae sudlence was large but the house
was pot paoked. Whal they Iacked 1u
numbers, howsver they Made upin
enthusiasm, fof every number oo the
Drogram wae demanded sgain, and at
the clcse of the perflofmance the #u.-

dience remained wuntil san extra
Lumber was Riven. Professor Steph-
epng saly If they were Jetermined

torematn they would give them &
taste of what we were just enjoying—
that ie statehood—and the cboir ionai-
1y outdid Lbemseives on *Utabh, We
Love Thee.!” Alter the concert sev-
eral of tne party took toe ferry for “‘ihe
oity,** as everybody in CQalliorois
#peaks of Ban Franciaco, others went
back to the train at the depot where all
enjoyed a guod night’s rest and sleep.

Enrly vext morning the cares were
abapndoned fof thoe time and )] went
over agross the bay to the unique ocity
of Ban Francisco. Arrlving there the
firet gash wa3 made for the various
restaurants to which we uad beeu Ap-
pointed. Most of them went to Wil
s0n%s, said to be the best 1o Lhe city.
The great majority of the crowd did
not bring awsy tuat lopression, bow-
ever, and afler the first or second trlal

ihin restaurant wan deserted
for the .pew (reamerie, where
al} were wall treated, and

where the service was pronounged firat
Clags. Assembly was called at 10:30 at
the Metropolitan Tempie of Music, and
anuii this bour the tione was speut ic
stroliing about the streele, getting our
bearlngs, Beveral parties (twelve in
€aph) were allowed lo go through the
Mint which Is just opposite tbhe nall in
Whaich the concerts were glven, und
bere for tue lirst timdv mapy saw the
manulaciure of coius, from the mejl-
ing of tbe metsl to the fins) *'whilen-
ing,* after which Lbhey are made up
into rode ready for exobhange.

After the rehearsal and arranging of
Besls a general ecattering took piace,
spome golog to viell friende, others lo

Golden Gale park, Sutro helgbts, the
museams aod art galleries, the docke,
navy ysrds, presidio, etc. At nightthe
concert yid oot draw B crowded bhouse.
buttbosepresent madeupinenlhusissm
what they lacked 1o bumbers. The
morning papers all agreed- that Lhe
choir was wonderful, and some of tbe
soloists were very good. The critice
yickeut out many small flawae, which
they mentioned, but on tbe whole
tbey mnll admitted the general excei-
Jence of the aftair.

Toursday, Friday =and Baturday
were spent very muoch ss the firet day.
Onp Bundery regular church eservices
were held at the same hall, and Elder
H. J. Grant addressed the songrega.
lion—whicb packed the house—and
bis diecocnree wan listened to with the
most marked attention, there being
spootaneous outbursts of applause
when detalls of the jonroney ef tbe
Mormon 8stilallion were given, Al
plght & secred concert was given to
the beet house of the engagement, and
ail rpresent were wild with de-
light. The c¢hoir members eeemed
to feel in good spirite and saOg
capitally, At the close of the concert
a rush for the Creamerie restaurant
waa mode and then for the train, anod
with s bost of good-byes to Ben Fran-
clsco, we were soon speeding towards
Monlerey, the arrangeimwenls haviog
been made to have our (raln hauled
down there for a few houfs 10 give us
s chaoce to see the Hotel del Monte
spd the beautiiul grounus surrounding
It. ome epent the time huntiog
shells wnd eeawcede, while others
sirolled among the flowers or lost
tbemeelves in the meze or labyriotb.
The company was photograpbhed in
froot of the notel and 1n varlous other
places, which forme an Iloteresting
souvenlr of the trip.

After a few hoursspent bere we epesd
along to Baao Joee where we were
to give s concert. Alter a viajt to the
auditorium we were treated to ap ex-
celient supper at the Hotel Vendome.
The concert was greeted hy a large
sudlence wbho were cbarmed by the
music, and everytbing bad to be res
peated, Breaki{ast vext morolog at
the Vendome, and aiter a little run-
nlog sbout town the traio puiled out
for Bacramenio where the final concert
was to bu given, The train reached
iherein time to let the cruwd look
abouttown and lospect the beautiful
state bullding and grounds bhefore coh-
cert time. The pame euthosiasm pre-
vailed here as Bt otber places, and for
s finale the Btar Bpangled Banoer wae
given, the audiexce being Invited to
loin  in singing it. When this
wae finlebed our taces were bomewald
turned aod we were sovn fumbliog up
through the mountaiong, reacbing Reoo
at 10 o’clock for breaktast, which was
cerved at various botele. From this
polnt the journey was made without
notewortby event, the train reaching
howe at 12 noop, having been just ten
deys from atart to finish.

At Ban Franclsco we met Elder
Tupoer, whao hes cbharge ut the misaicn
at Lbat plece., At Bau Jose we met Nat
Sears, who was in Callforula 16 stiend-
ance upou B felation who lies ill at
Balo Allo. We have met also John
‘Thomas, a druggist well knowao in 8alt
Liake, and who longs f{or the return to
Zlop. At Bacramento we were jolned
by Elder Heber J.Grant, and Elder

Teanoer who had accompanled us thos
far returned to Ban Fraocleco.

To endeavor to place a ocash valoe
apon the good accomplished by such
an event as this cholr trip, would be
like tryfng to number the stars in the
mijky way. We bave made thousands
of friends, increased our fund of knowl-
edge, wldened our comprebenzion and
added breadtb to our lave for our fellow
map. Thbe Bavier said, **Love one
apnother.” That did not mean that we
should love only a Latter-day Saint,
put that we shouid extend our love to
eovelop every haman being. A trip
like this does more good than csno be
estimated,

Except for the lllneis of our dear
Nellie Draoce Pugsley we had oot a
single thing to mar tbe happlness
apread like a mantle of pesce over each
aod every one of ue, JOHNBON,

EXPERIENCES IN MISSISSIPPL

RALETGH, Bmith connty, Miss,,
April 23, 1896,

Apn it is Dot often we see aoything In
the columps of your valuable publica-
tion from this conference, I take oc-
caslon to write a ftew lines, trusting
tbe same ma¥y prove of iolerest Lo
your many readers,

A year ago on the 13th of the present
month, I left my bome at American
¥Fork as 5 chosen ambareador of the
truth to the Sonthern Blates, and at
Chatlanooga was appeinied to |abor in
tne Mississippi conlerence, Upon ar-
rtvivg here the first 1wo monwns werle
gpent travellng with Elder C. A.
Matthews, in Jeffersou connty on the
tissiesippl rlver, This county bad
been thoroughly canvassed over and
we simply did some revisiting. We
found the people geverally belonging Lo
the old soutbhern aristoctscy—poor
but proud and while some of them
were {flendly and treated us well, the
great msjority had no use for us or our
meesnge. During our sojourn in Jeffer-
son Counly seven persons were haptized
into the fold.

For neariy o month preceding our
conference I traveled with Elder
Frapk T. Pomeroy in Copiab county,
where we found many friends aud re-
celved sxcelient treatment botwith-
standiug the jpfluence used againat na
by the leading newspaper ahd some of
tbe ministers of the county.

After couferenoe Elder J. F, Astle
aod I traveled over into Coviugion
county and there met EldersB8. H.
Jones and George B. Moore fresh from
Zion, Beptember 41h Eider Moore and
i ataried jor Smith oounty, which bad
been opened up and iabored lo for a
couple of weeka previous tv conlerance

by liiders Matihews and Kerr, Upon
arriviog 1o our fleld of iabor
wre onlled 00 the weditor of the

principal pnewepaper of the countly
wubscribing for nie paper and ebatting
with him some time io regard Lo our
people and dociriner. 1n the pext
gsue the editor etated tbat two Mor-
mon preachers had made their appear-
ance 10 tbe county and thal Lthey wers
puld by their Chuich 10 cuiggut pere
10 preach. He furtner remarked thal
tuktng 1nto conelderation the scarcity
of money and tbe difficulty some of
the churpohes experienved in paying
toeir winlsters, he reckoned the Mor-
mone would suit the people firet clese,

Bmith county s eltuated in the easta.



