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CORRESPONDENCE.

Pritten for this Paper.
IN FAR-OFF NEW [ZEALAND.

HIKURANGI WHANGAREI, N. Z,
November 17th, .1893.—I1t is nearly
glx mooths elpce 1 peoned a
few lines to your readers and proba-
bly some of tbem would like to koow
whbat bas become of us, For introduc-
tion I would say tbat Elier Morgan
aud I did not reach the Great Barrler
after all, on agcount of beadwinds and
s heavy ses, ao aiter remalning untl!
the Aprll 22pd company of emigrat-
ing Bainte nnd Elders had left for Zion
aboard tbe 8. 8, Monowal we returned
to our quarlers aud beld S8abbatbh meet-
log with the Aucklanc Baints, being
jolned by Elder Hamhlin f{rom the
Thames district, wbo came to Auck-
land to be treated for hiseyes. The
Hpirit of the Liord was present and we
all rejoiced togetber in tbe Goepel
and testimony of Jesus.

The following day we journeyed to
Riverheads sboard the 8, 8, Plavet to
the bome of Mr. Alexander Stuart anu
wife, where we were most cordialliy
welcomsed nnd shared their hospitality,
remalolog over npighi. it  raineu
buckets full, as tbeesying ig, aud we
were tbapkiul for sheller from the
angly elements,. We resuwed our
journey afoot to Elder Hardy’s bome
at Horseshoe Buesb, whers ; Mrs.
Haruy was very kind to ue. My horse
Ebvoony, so-called from bis color, nu-
fortunately got ‘‘tieu wp with supple-
iacke” in tbe bush here and was ln &
most pitiable plight wbhen uUlecovered,
=od tolaliy vatit for service, which pu.
us in an awkward poaition. Elder
Hardy came to the reecue tbough,
prefiering the uee of 40 unimal forour
portheru trip.

Ho next moroing I left oo horeeback
for Murniwal, jo cowpspy with bis
two son, Ubarles ana Georgd, and se-
curing toe horse lent to ae, siarted to
return. The ralu came dowu ju tor.
rente, and I was soon glorioualy wet,
and uarkpees came 00 before 1 rencheg
the Busb. I conciuded to aek the
howspitality of some setller ulose
by, eo, calling out ip tbe peculiar mun-
ner of tbe colonlale, [ succeeved in
brivging out s Mr. Donalu Howlands.
Finding out my condition, be was
very kind; voon L had my Lwo koraes
gruzjug comfortably, apd was sltling
down o supper with the family, enjoy-
jng 8 chat with them upun the Mor-
mon question,

In toe mesntime Elder Morgan bad
becorne worrled abiout my nou-uppear-
ance that nlght, Lut ke waxs all smiles
when 1 roue up to Brotbher Hardy’
about 10 8, m. oext yay, Being anx-
ious to returo to our flejds of Isbor, we
left tmmeulately for our Ngapuhbij
home,slevplog under a “*tolars®® tree Ju
tbe rai, 1hal evening, belng refused =
ehelter by a settler 1o the Pubhoj. Next
day rode fifteeu miles and got some
breaktasl, muking a bard nide lor
‘Whangateau, where we had two kinu
Muori friends, Wesleyane, nnmed Ho-
anl and Meri Kewege. Here we
stayed four days, pritoners on account
of u big storm that brought torreuls o1
water and moud dswo every: bill and
gully. Poole begaume lakes, crewvks

rivers, roads nigh Impasgable, and
tida! rivera entirely so, and we were
plesged to be in such pleasant quarters
until the storm abateu.

From tbat on t)l]] we reacbed our
bea¢quarters at Opuswbangas notb-
ing important veeurred worth
relating, except an encounter wiib s
Rev. Horefall at Hakaru. Tbe usual
well kn.wao eubject came up, but the
peulleman didn’t reap any glory out of
it. He asked wby we came out bere
1o pre=ch to the people, instead of stuy-
ing at home in Uiak. The answer
given was enoughb to definitely settle
bis mind that we were not out aller the
sbekels, but to save souls. Two olu
ladies, the Miws=s Newlon, starled
to bis aesistance, ouly to find tbem-
selves outof thelr element immedintely,
All this ogcurred at the bouee of a
ostive named Pirimons, jo tbe gum
tlewus wesl 00 Hakaru, wiio uad bevn
*Jost member*’ of the Church for three
yeure. | never got a waore bearly wel-
come in my lite thun from that lumily,
1 bad left Elder Morgan at the “*whare’?
o!f Henare Piribl wnite I bunted them
up. My temporal wanie being attended
to by Biwter Mitita, after the minister
left, I bely “Karakia?® with them anu
talked about tbhe (Gospel apd eung
bymuns with the tamily 111l nearly miu-
night: retired to rest feeling well repald
for my fong and muddy tramp to Loeir
humbie uwelllng, and next day re-
juined my companion. On ourarrival
at Opuswhunogs we met Elder Edward
Atkiny ot Tooele {pow at homein Z on),
who wus Lo presiue in the distrigt ti
relensed 10 July; alsoCharies B. Bart-
Jeit, of Aebley, Uintab county, the new
presiveut lor the Buy of lIslands, We
were full of joyto weet,puch as snly mis-
gioparies in the field ure permitted to
experience, snd ol gourse we had to re-
inte Lo eachb other everything wirih
teillog, aoe Brotber Finlaysou’s fam-
Ily were altentive listenere,

Alter a few Unys’ rest, enjoying our-
selves Jn eacll others’ woCloly, we left
tor cur separate flelds, KEtaers Barn-
tett and Morgsn went off to Te Hora
while myseit and compupiou touk
apother irail leacging to Hora Hora,
where shortly atterwards Hoani Mel
Kaeo, tbe branch president, vied, and
was burled by his davghter’s slJe 1n
tbe *‘wahi tapu” by .be sea at Tae-
baturu. We have 1wt quite & few
members this winter, all uatives, from
various causes, some from geiting tou
much *treatment’® {rom the uative
doeter, or “tobunga Maori.?? [t seems
almost lmpuseibie to stamp out there
olu superstitions, though we occupy
the ground with the prionciples of the
Gurpel s fast as possible,

- Opn July 12 [ hid Elder Atkio gooc-

'bye a8 bu ateppred on the bout that took

him whoard tne H. 8B, Welliogtou
which lelt immedialely for Auckianu
to connect with the M, 8, Mouwowal.
QOn toe 16tb,bidatng New Zesniaud aopd
it people auleu, he ieit fpr Ziow soy e
pow at home with his family. 1 feit
keenly our eeparstion, though we hau
been bu! ten weekstogether, and when
1 bad to jouruey slone I renlized what
I bad lost, But measntime Eljer J, H,
Willard Gofl, West Jordan, ba,
resched our headquarlers, where' be

stayed a mooth with Brother and
Bister Finlayson who were KklndLess
iteeif to him. ‘Though the weatber
'was, as is usual, wet, it took but little
time to rejoin bim, and when I did,
I found Presldent Btewart tbere also,
awaiting the distriet cooference to be
at TeKabiwai July 29 and 30. Bad
weatber prevented ite belng s success
in point of attendance, yet in all else it
was good. Being called to preside in
tbis district then, I felt my lack of
knowledge of the language, still [ have
managed to get on very well consider-
iog, and realize that the Lord bns
blessed me. J was very nervots whben
called up to speak in Maori, but 1hat
hes mostly all left me wow., The
henlth of the nativee is good, which “is
very pleaslng to ue, for no “Kaioga’?
bae been left witbout pome addition to
the death rolltble winter. Farm work,
plantlng, ete., je bebindband on ac-

count of upsessoneble  weuslber.
Qne man &t Hikurangl hag
grass rotting on the feld, there
being no sun to cure it Only

three weeks 1u October and November
bave we bad of good weathef, Seltlers
are compialning about matters belnpg
s0, and [ sm of tbe opinion we bave
‘‘more climate (o tbe sqoare fool’?
than any other country I ever heard
of. I read some and bave neard much
about the climate bere, but the coloni-
als don’t boom it up ltke they used to
in by-gone days, for it has seemingly
uudergone s most radical cbange. I[n
the Waikato we bhad floous; further
soulh the sensop j# six weeks Iater,
whils the north is out and lnjured sll
round. The price ot “Kauri gum?’ is
dowo out of sfgzbl, tbus depriviog
many of a livellhooo; crope are [nilioy,
taxes and the necessaries of life are
gulug up, Bave the dairyman’s butter
and egee. Butter s 12 cents per pound,
new laid egge :2 cenis & uvzen, while
old polatoes nre $§.45 per busbel any
well nigh sl rolten at that. If the peo-
ple in this district had, strictly speak-
ing, to raise their own breadstuft it
would go bard with them, ms it is only
t&o steps to u bread famiove If Lheir
supplive irom the pouth were cut off,

Yet there s no deartb ol preachers;
lbey are as thick as hops, ia clerical
robes anyd oul, all trying to cllmb the
slippery ladder to fame 8g ofators, But
tberr tine flowlng language is not often
associated wilth those pure and simple
trutbs which Jegus tamught aod com-
munded Hie disciples to preacb, Tbe
Elders ot the Church of Jesus Cbrist
today come in for a goud pbare of
attention and abuse 8t the hanus of
so-velled Cbristian mioisiers. Instead
o! me«ting the ispue like men, they go
aroupd where they fear tbe Lord’s ser-
vaute bave sowed the seeds of life,
aud when we are away, arop in tares,
boplng tbereby to choke oul the good
woe are striving (0 do. Prejudice, not
truth, is their atropgbold; still, for ai)
tbat, victory s not perched on their
vapoers, A Mormon Elder giuses as
greac u -care amony thess preacoers as
a bembsbell In the eamp of a vau-
quished tuemy. None 0! Lbem seek an
Intreuuction to us, taking care not to
atk us to meet them publicly. Many
pouple in this laud are opeuning ibeir
eyes to tbe bypocrisy and ¢ant vi many
of tbese genilemen jo broadclotb, and
meantime our opportunities incresze
tv do geod and preach the glad tidings
of great joy,of s-rlten Redeemer andithe



