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cometh a death, even a second death, which
is a spiritual death; then is a time that whoso-
ever dieth in his sins, as o a temporal death,
shall also die a spititual death; yea, he shall
die as to things pertaining unto righleousness;

Then is the time when their torments shall be
as a Jake of fire and brimstome, whose flame
ascendeth up for ever and ever; and then is the
lime when 1hey shall be chained down lo an
everlasting destruction, according to the power
and captivity of Satan;he having subjected them
according to his will,

Then [ say unto you they shall be as though
there had been no redemplion made; for they
canfot be redeemed according to God's jus-
tice; and they cannot die, sceing that there is
80 more corruption.  (Alma xii, 16-18.)

In this connection I will also read a
little froni the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. (Section 76, 31-48.)

Thus saith the Lord, concerning all those
who know niy power, and have been made par-
takers thereof, and suffered Lhemselves, through
the power of the devi], to be overcome, and tg
deny the truth and defy my power—

‘They arc they who are the sons of perdition,
of whom 1 say 1hat it had been better for them
never 1o have been born,

For they are the vessels of wrath, doomed to
suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and his
angels in eternity;

Concerning whom I have said there is no
forgiveness in the world nor in the world to
ecoie,

Having denled the Holy Spirit after having
received i, and having denied the Only Begot-
ten Son of the Father—having ecrucified Him
unto themselves, and put Him to open shame.

These ate they who shall go away into the
lake of fire and brimstone, with the dewvil and
his angels,

And the only ones on whom the second
death shall have any power;

Yea, verily, the only ones who shall not be
redecmed in the due timc of the Lord, after
the suffering of his wraih;

For all the rest shall be brought forith by the
resurrection of the dead, through the triumph
and the glory of the Lamb, who was slain, who
was in the bosem of the Father before the
worlds were made.
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Who glorifies the Father, and saves all the
works of his hands, except those of perdition,
who deny the Son after the Father bas revealed
Him;

Wherefore He saves all cxcept them: they
shall go away into everlasting punishment.
which is cternal punishment, to reign with the
devil and his angels in ecternity, where their
worm dieth not, and the fire s not quenched,
which is their torment, ]

And the end thereof, neither the place there-
of. nor their lorment, no man knows,

Neither was 1t revealed, fcither s, neither
will be revealed unto man, except to those who
are made partakers thercof;

Neveriheless I, the Lotd, show it by vislon
unte many, bul siraightway shut it up again;

Wherefole the end, the width, the height,
the deplh, and the misery hereot, they under-
stand not, ncither any man except them who are
ordained unio this condemnation.

Now I want to go back and repeat a
few words that I read berore:

Wherefore 1 the Lord God caused that he
should he cast out from the Garden of Eden,
from my presence, because of his transgression,
wherein he became spiritually dead,

I want lo impress upon your minds—
“wherein he becanle spiritually dead.’’
Now what was his conditiun when he
was placed in the Gurden of Eden? He
had access to the Falher. He was m
His presence. He walked and 1alked
with Him face to face, as one man walks
and talks wilth another. This was 1he
condition of Adam and Eve when 1hey
were in the garden. But when they
pariook of the forbidden {rujt they were
cast out and banished from the presence
ol God, into outer darkness, subject to

the power of Satan “Wherein they ba-
came spiritually dead, which is the first
death,” And it was impossible for
Adam in that condition to extricate
himself from the position in which he
had placed himself. He was wilhin the
grasp of Satan. He was in the confines
of hell, He was *spiritually dead"—
banished from the presence of God.
And il there had not been a way of es-
cape provided for him, his death would
have been a perpetual, endless, eternal
death, without any hope of redemption
theretrom. But there was a plan laid
for his redemption. It was decreed by
the Almighty that he should not suffer
the temporal death until he should be
taught the way of escape from the
spiritual death that had come wpon
him by reason of sin. Therefore the
angel catile and taught him the Gospel
of salvation, held up betore him Christ,
the Redeemer of the world, who was to
come in the meridian of time possessed
of power to conquer death and o re-
deem Adam and his posterity from the
fall and from the grasp of Satan. No
son of perdition, I take it, can be more
completely lost than was Adam aiter
the fall, so far as he himselt was con
cerned. Somebody else had to reach
down and help him up. Some other
and higher power than his had to bring
him forth out of the condition in which
he had placed himself: for he was sub.
ject unto Satan and powerless and help-
less in and of himsell. The Gospel was,
therelore, preached to him, and a way
of escape from that spiritba' death
given unto him. That way of escape
was through faith in God, repentance of
sin, baptism for the remission of sins,
the gift of the Holv Ghost by the laying
on of hands. Thereby he received a
knowledge of the truth and a testi-
mony of Jesus Christ, and was redeemed
trom the spiritual death that cante upon
him, which was the first death, and a
complete and perfect deaily, 50 far as
spirit was concerned, although he lived
and moved and had his heing, as he
did belore he partook of the forbidden
fruft and became spiritually dead; he
had his entty and his organization.
But he was spiritually dead, and he had
to be redeemed from that condition.

Now, why I put so much stress upon
this point is that I may impress upon
you the word of God as declared to us;
tor He says:

Wherefore I the Lord God caused that he
should be cast out from the Garden of Eden,
from my presence, because of his transgression,
whereln he became spiritually dead, which is
the first death, even that same death which is
the last death, which is spiritual, which shall be
pronounced upon the wicked when I shall say
—Depart, ye cursed.

Thus we see that the first death which
came into the world is also the last
death which shali be pronounced upun
the sons of perditluon, What is ¢
Banirhment from the presence of God.
Banishment from the power of God
Banishment from the glory "of God.
Banishment from 1he joys of heaven,
Banisbment from all progress. Banish-
ment inio outer darkness. Banish-
ment into hell, which is as a lake of fire
and brimstone, where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched, be-
cause the soul lives and is bound to
live on, suffering the damnation of hell.
This is what I understand spirituat
deathis. I do not undersiand 11 to be
the separation of the body and the
spirit again. I 00 not understand it to
be the dissolution of the spint into its

native elment, I understand the second
death to be the same as the first death
—spiritual death; the same conditlion

that Adam was in and that he had to he .

redeemed from by the blood of Chrig
and by faith an obedience to the cgum.
mands of God. By this means Adam
was redeemed from the first death, ang
brought back again into the presence
of God, back again into the tavor of
the Almighty, back again into the
cbannel of eternal increase and prog.
ress. And if a man, afier being placed
in this condition, shall deny the Holy
Ghost and )esus Christ, putting Him,
again to open shame and Crucifying
Him afresh, then that first death whicpy
feil upon our first parewts will again be
pronounced upon that man, and j is
not written that he shall ever be de.
livered from 1t.
there is any forgiveness for it, mor any
redemption therefrom.

I did not expect tospeak upon this
subject when I arose to talk to yuu, and
I bhad not prepared mysell to dwel)
upon it. There are, perhaps, scores of
passages in the Bible, the Buok gf
Mormon and the Ducirine and Covenans
relating to this subject. Noman can pos-
sibly commit the unpardonable sin ip ig-
norance. A man inust be brought 1o a
knowledge ol Chrisi; he must recejve g
testimony of Chrnist in his heart, ap4
possess light and power, knowledge
and understanding, befure he is capabje
of comniitting that sin.  But whep g
man turns away {rom the truth, viglates
the' knuwiedge that he has received
tramples it under his teel. puts Christ
again to open shame, denies His atune-
ment, denies the power of the resyr.
rection, denies tne miracles that He nag
wrought for the saivanon ol the humap
family, and says in his heart, 't |5 ot

It is not written thag

true”’, and abides 1n that uenial of the -

truth, atter having received 1he pegyj-
muny ol the spirit, he commits the yp.
pardonable s, This is blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost, for which
ihete is mo lurgiveness in this wortd
nor the world to come. He
live on, an immortal soul bat cap.
not die, and yet that cannut [iye
in the presence of God. He will pe
banished into outer daikness, to suffer
ihe consequences of his vwn acts. Ngt
the €onsequences vl an unjust, purtial or
wickeu judgment; but the CulistQuences
of his own wickedness and transgression
ol the laws 01 Gud  And he will kngw
tnat his punishment s jusy, which w,|)
but add myre and more tu the sgrryw
and angwish incident to his condition.
He will know that he mertsil, and ynpag
there 1s no redemptivn lor him.

"Why,"” says one, 'is not Gud mercj-
fult? Can He be just and yet infl ¢, such
punishment upon H:s own conudre ;™
Let me tell you that God coes nor apd
will not inl'{lcl it upon them,
who ¢nter into this death will bnd that
they have inflicied it upon themseives,
and that Gud has nut done . Toey
have dune it because they luved unrighi~
eQusness, Lthey luved not the truth, and
abude not in tbe iruth. And ther
judgment will be just, and they will be
conscious that it 1s just. No one ptrhaps
will feel moure s.rrowtul uver therr
dreadiul taie than the loving Gud who
gave them lfe and being in the world,
and wbno created us als to become form-
ed and fasnisned in the image =»nd

wilb
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Those .

hikeness of ms Onity Begoiten Son, in |

whom lht_re was ho guile, and who was
wilthout »in unto salvalion. We were
foreordained and predestined to become



