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Eleven years ago the fearful explo-
sion occurred which precipitated the
Czar into eternity, Near the scene of
‘the deed was written the word ¢-Nihil.
fem.” It was then that this word
wag  accepted by the  Ameri-
can people a8 one synonymous
with outrage and murder., The
acceptation was erroneous. The Nihi-
liste did kill one Czar, it 18 true, and
are trying to kill another, but they are
justified. The lecturer then woarrated
several instances of wilful and eruel
murder on the part of the Czar and his
mirions. He also dweit onthe nemer-
ous and causeless transportations to
Siberia.

Ivau Turzenef, in his book ** Fathers
and Sons* first ueed the word “Nihi-
fist” to designate a clnss of sociallsts
which he portrayed. Through a mis-
conception of the meaning and history
the word, the Nlhilistaof Russin are
regarded by many asa iol of aparch-
fsts bent on destroying property, re-
liglop, order nnd government. But
the fact ig, they are, said Mr. Arm.
strong, enlightened, pitrotic reformers,
whose whole aim is liberty of thought
and action.

The first dawning of political free-
dom in Ruesia occurred about 1816.
The soidiers who had confronted Na-
poleon veturned to Russin with .new
{deas about political liberty., The Con-
stitutipn of the United Htates was tnken
a8 & model, and a movement was in.
augurated to establish n new republic.
In 1825 the revolution was attemuyted,
but promptly suppressed. Nicholas
carpeted the plaza of his Winter
Palace with the corpsea of the ipsir-
gents. It wasthus thal every vestige
of liberty was trampled out in Russia.

The lecturer gave a8 vivld desoription
of the police regulationg, and of the

resa Iaws of Ruepla. He read transls-

ions of both from the Russian text.

Even the  hotel keepers and
lodging house ownerg must act
ns  secret police. The  Czar

can suppress apy newspaper in the
Innd, and also preveut ite owper from
starting ancther. The worksof Huxley,
Spencer, John Stuart Mill and several

others are not permitted to be read in |

Russin. Ewen history, geography
and modern literatnre are oot tayght
lo the schools.

Mr. Armstrong read the platform of
the Nihilista, They were contending
for the samething which the fathers,
of this republic fought for. They were
not Atheists, Anarchiste, nor Com-
munists, but simply political reform-
ers, seeking universal suftrage, consti-
tutional freedom and representative
guvernmenr.

The lecturer spoke nbout two hours,
and gave such u realfstic accuunt ot
the social and politlcal condition of
Russia as wiil not be socon forgotten Ly
those who had the pleasure of hearlng |
his discou rse.

Thiere ia trouble brewing for the Far-
mer’s Alliance. At Fort Wurth, Texas,
recently a meeting of farmers was held,
nnd the subtreasury scheme and third
Rarty movemeut denounced. Now the

lisslouri alllance in conjunction with
members of the Texas alliance have
issued a call for a conveantion to be held
io 8t, Louis, Sept. 15, 1892, Thbe pur-
pose of this convention is to protest
against making the Farmer’s Alliance
n political body.
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SALT RIVER VALLEY, ARIZONA,

I confess to have .been pomewhat
prejudiced against 8alt River valley In
Southern Arizona by the reports I had
heard concerning its climate before 1
visited it. [ had been given to under-
stand that, owing to \he extreme heat
which there prevailed, [ wouid jevpar-
dize my health if wot actually endan-
ger my ife by visitiog it—thal
I would be overpowered by the
heat withio n few hours aflter my
arrival and thut my whole cuticle
from the effect of prickly heust, would
present the pame florid bue as n whisky
guzzler’s nose, while the intense itch-
ing to which 1 would be suhjected
could only bealleviated by submerging
my body in water, a somewhat difficult
thing to do as all the water in the
couhiry was used for- irrigating
the land except what was kept in
““ollas?’ for drinking purposes, none o1
whieh were large enocugh to tuke n
bath fp.

One of my friends who olnimed to be
familiar with the climate, oo learoing
of how gradually [ had been getting
used to heat by vislting in the order
named portions of Colorado, New
Mexico, Northern Arizopa, Old
Mexico and the Gila Valley before at.
tempting to o to Salt River, ventured
the opinion that my experience in ris-
ing temperntures might enable me to
stand that ‘of 8alt River Valley,
but if so [ would be able to
slide from there right Into Hades
without noticing any’ change in
temperature. I told him my transpor-
tation did not provide for my visiting
the last mentioned place without that
was another pame for San Franecisco,
snod courageously decided then and
there to ko to Salt Riveratall hazards,
and if the prickly heat was upeodur-

able to take a bath If . neces-
pary fn the same manoer |p
which my old friend W, C(C,
Biafnes once constriicted a dam

which be de Aed his peighbor Johnson
with the aciduous lacteal cognomen to
touch—hy sitting down in anirrlgating
ditch, Well, [ went.

1 was fortunate in meeting on the
cars, while on hls way home from
Deming, Brother Jas. F. Johnson, of
Mera City, who became my entertain-
er nnd guide while in the valley and
made my visit anexceedingly plensant
one., Oa reaching 'l‘eméw, the nearest
railroat]l wtation to the settlemen's
of the Baints, he secured a teamto con
vey us to Mesa City, adlsta: ceof seven
miles, and then commenced feasting
me on the mosttempting watermelons.
grapes, plums, figs, ete,, which con-
tinnea during that and two succeeding
days, my Iindulgence bejng limited
only by the capaeaity of my stomach,
which is not so smull ns it might be,

I found the warmest things aboni
the country to be the hearts of the
inhabitants, many of whom were
old acquaintances in Utah before they
went to Arizona, and who huve lost
none of their old-time cordiality by
their coange of residence. I wus mos)
agreeably surprised by what [ saw and
learped of the country. - I consider it
one of the best and most desirable 1
have ever seen—a region that has not
been fully apprediated by the SBalnts
wenerally or sg few wolld not he re-
aiding there nmow, aod with such a
amull proportion of the valley in their
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Fossesslon, almost the entire vailey
1aving been open for wsettlement when
the Saints first went there. Indeed, I
hurdly think the present inhabitanta
realize to the full extentthe advant-
ages they would have over thgse re-
slding elsewhere i they were but to
develop the paturnl rerources of the
country. As it is, they counld not
easily be induced to lenve the country;
for, with the exception of during about
three months in the year, when it
is rather too warm to be pleasant
the climate is most delightful, ﬂnd,ow:
ing to the productiveness of the zoil
less labor §8 required to make o ]ivlng'
than in most other places. While mont
of the Baints in that locality cultivate
the soil for a subsistence and the
mujority of them huve good flelds and
gardens and have don® mueh to
Jemounstrate the capabilities of the
country, their efforts in that line have
generally been of a desuliory charae-
ter., They huave raised a lttle of
everything almost rather than made
a specialty of those particular products
fur which the ecuntry is best adapted,
Nor would I question the wisdom of
this course in the past, for the people
who settied there were not wealthy,
and a subgsistence [wae the first con-
pideration with'them; besides, it waa
measurably uncertain in the past as to
what would be the mwst profitable
crop. Nodoubt should longer exist,
however, that the country iz mueh
better adapted for the production of fruit
than cereal?, or that the former ig
much more protitable to raise than
lucern, which 18 cultivated so exten-
sively. The truth g, that Balt River
villey is one of the choicest places on
thie continent {or raieing semi-tropleal
fruit., Fig trees cun be ralsed there as
easily as poplars can in the moest fav.
vred parts of Utah, nnd bear heavily,
Pomegrapate trees grow 8o thrift-

ily that they imake tha bhest
kind of a hedge and are eulti
vated for that purpose. Grapes aould

oot do better anywhere, and are more
extensively cultivated (han any other
kind of fruit. Peaches, nalinonds
plums and apricots thrive vxcellently
and there is little doubt but oranges
will do quite ns well hereas in any part
of Culifornia. The average annpual
temperature is seven degreeshigherand
the average winter- (emperalure
nearly four and a half degrees
higher than at Riverside, the most
famous orange growing district of
California. Besides, tbe senson here
is from five Lo gix weeks earlier than
in any part of Californis, whjch would
prove an immepse advantape jp the
matier of obtaining a wmnrket, the
chances for which would also be en-
hanced by the fact the Halt River
s located 8o much bDearer east-
ern markets than California s
I iraveled from Tempe to Ban Ber-
nardino with a couple of wealthy and
wxperienced California orange growers
who had been spendiog some time in
3ait River valley, Iovestigating the
s01), water supply, ete, in varlous lo-
calities, with a view to purchasing and
entering extensively into orange grow-
ing there, and discovered that they
were greatly elated uver the prospect
tefore them. QOope of then admitled to
me confidentiatly that he was confl-
dent that the valley would surpass any *
part ° ot Challiornin  as am orangee
prroducing Jdistrict. He alse luformed me



