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name of our God by our fortitude
and our endurance, and by our
maintaining the right. No great
principles, like those to which we
are wedded; no great work like that
in which we are ed, can be es-
tablishedin the earth, in the present
condition of mankind at least, with-
out great sacrifices on the part of
th?e mn;metatdm with ilt. t‘;\m Iil:lhe!.;i
not expect anything else than "
The Lord, through the Prophet
Joseph Smith, in early revelations,
told to the church: You are laying
the foundation of a great work; how
great you know not. And the same
words are just as nE:p]imblu to us to-
day, notwithstanding the growth of
the work up to the present time. We
with the light we now possess even,
cannot conceive of its greatness. It
has not entered into our hearts,
neither are we capable of conceiving

embracing this

that I could do that.
| He had other men or not; and I did

command, believing, as I have said,
that I should be damned if I did
not. Whatever may be my fate in

deprived of my geat in Uongress be-
cause of it; and whatever be my
fate hereafter, I have no reflections
against myself to indulge in con-
cerning my action in the matter. I
have dore that which I consciean-
tiously believe to be the will of God,
and I believe the majority of my
brethren and l::nuraﬂl:ﬂu done the
| same, have obeyed the ciple in
the same way. Do I mvn that
God will bear those out who have

principle. But un-
der the circumstances I could not do
that. I have never known the time | and obeyed the command of God,
I knew that
Ged had commanded me, whether

obey it because of this overpowering

regard to this principl!e—I have been

|
stepped forward in the wvanguard

and have dared to endure all the
coneequences, and been wllling to
endure all the penalties. Mark it,it
is true. I believe that which I now
say to you as flrmly as though an
angel of God had spoken it; and you
will see it fulfilled, every word of is.
Let not the fears of the world, let
not the threats of men extinguish
the love of God,extinguish the faith
{of God in your hearts and make you

tremble eoncerning these things.
Let no such feeling as this take pos-
session of you. I do not want to be
deflant; I never had that feeling;
but If I cannot obey, I must
suffer. That is the position I have
taken. If I cannot obey the law of
maan, I must suffer the consequences;
I prefer to doso rather than suffer the

|

of it. But we are laying its founda- | thas embraced that principle; do I |consequencesof disobeying thecom-

tisn, pevertheless; and God has
chosen us for this work.,. He has in-

R
tgnﬂ far in our endeavors to carry it
out, and He will continue to do so

ired us, and He has blessed m|

believs that He will sustain them?
[ know that He will sustain those
who have obeyed it; I know that He
will sustain this people. The Prophet
Joseph Bmith said, and so taught,
when he first communicated this

to the end; and victory and glory will
be the result of our faith and our

diligence in keeping His command-
ments.

There is one thing that I wish to|all progress would cease,
refer to; it tsndoll«Eto subject, still | kingdom could

I feel to touch upon he idea

it.

was suggested to me a short time | His associates, the Apostles,

azo0, while in conversation with one
or twoof the nrethrem who were
speaking about the influence that is
now being b ht nst the

priaci that there had come a
time in history of God’s people,
when if they did not obey that law,
that the
no further. And
He comman

it under penalty of losing tne Spirit
of (Rod; under penalty of their ceas-
ing toNplugrm in the work of our
God. ow, there was on the vne

roug _
church, how fortunate it was that
there were some who had uot obey-
ed the law of God in regard to plural
marrisge. There was, as I thought,
& spirit of self-gratulation awong
some who have not obeyed that law,
because they could now act as they

hand condemnation; on the otber
hand, the fear of the world,the
prejudices of the world, the 'ala-
meat which the world would inflict
upen those who should disobey laws
alresvy enscted »gainst sueh practi-
¢es. What could they do? Wae are

appeared to think, n some sort, as

to-day in precis-ly the same posi.

gaviors io the nle. I hope there | tion that other servants of God have
never will pntorpe:h- minds of the | been in, who hiave been required by

Latter-day Saints, a feeling of that| men’s jaws to do thin

kind, or division of feelin this | conscience and all their reason, and
poini's. 1'JZ b:lhvr; there .ﬁ“ﬂ:} ex- | the good spirit within them lli:ﬂuﬂd

cellent, very worthy, very true and
very faithful Latter-da

to the practice of plural marriage;
and it is not for me to cast reflec-
tions upon any of my brethren or

Saints of | W
both sexes who have not entered in- | cannot deny the truth of God,

against. Thatisour position to-day.

hatever men’s la~s may be we

revelationsof God. I cannot do
I wouid be damned and go to hell if
I were to do it. There is noalterna-

sisters about not baving obeyed that | tive for 1ae but to suffer all the

iple, unless there has been pos-
tive disobedience., It is not for me

penalties that man mey inflict u
me; and I cannot evade them ounly

to judge the circumstances, the
feelings snd ihe motives, and the
hearts of men and women, my

brethren and sisters in the Church. | be, true to myself, and fo my con-|

God will do this; -that is His pro
vince. Bat, on the other band, I
hope there never will be a feeling
g’ow up in the midst of the Latter-
day BSaints to congratulate them-

selves because of their reluctance, or | any law of man,
their refusal, to obey the command |ty that man csn intlict

they h pares
of God, and to think that they have will infliet upon those that will dis- |

done more wisely in refraining from
obeyipg that command, and that
‘their positiou is a better one because
of their lack of obedience; or, be-
cause circumstsnces have been such
that they have net obeyed or Leen
required to obey that law. 1 hope,
I say, that no such fecling will ever
e kKnown among us—to judge each

l

| native before me.
|my God, to be untrue to the

as God shall rve me. That ias
my position to-day. Whatever
man may do, I must be, 1 hope to

victions, and to my God. 1 must
endure all things; I cannot evade
them, And there are hundreds in
the same position, hundreds of men,
hundreds of women. And is there
is there any penal-
with the penalty that God
obey His commandments? I must
trust my God; I must rely upon
His protecting arm; [ must throw
myself under His protecting care,
or I must perish, There Is no other
course for me; that is the only a'ter-
To be untrue to

revelations of my God; to be untrue

other, and to comment upon each
other, and to indulge in self-gratu-
laitlun becanse of any tuiag of this
Eind.

The Lord has said: **Again I say
unto you, if ye observe to do what-
soever 1 command you, I, the Lord,

to the convictions of my natu:e; to
be untrus to the women—wives—
whom 1 have covenanted for time
and =ll eternity to love, to revere
and to protect, and to my children,
children borne tome by those women

 will turn away all wrath and indig- | —%o be untrue 1o these, or to endure

nation from you, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against you.”
Now, I want tosay for myself per-

sonally, if I had not obeyed that|8

command of God concerniog plaral

all the consequances that msn ma

infliet upon me for disobeying laws

| which are framed against my reli-

ion, I am willing to trust to my
dod. He has never deserted me in

marziage, I believe that I would
bave been damned. That is my
position; but I do not judge any
other man. 1am go orgsnized that
I could have lived, if necessary and
(God bad commanded 1, as a Catho-
lic priest 1s supposed to live,
without knowin woman. i
believe that with God’s help
I could have dune that all the days
of my li‘e, if it had bsen necessary |
for my salvation; but, on the con-
trary, when I had taken one wile,
after I bad returned from one of my
missions, & spirit rested upon me
that I could not resist; I felt that 1
ghould be damned if I refused or
neglected to obey that law of God.
It was not prompled by any im

proper feeling; it was not prorapted
Ly a feeling of lust, or a desirs for
women; but it was an overpowering
anxiety to obey the commandments
of God. Sincel have passed tbrouzh
the ordeals I have, connected with
this principle, I can s«e the wisdom
of it, and acknowledge the hand of
God in it. For i I had taken wives
withont being thus prompied and
impressed, there might have bsen
{imes in my experience when

the deepest trouble and distres-, in
the midst of the most flery ordeals,
He has been at my right hand and
on my left, as he has been at yours.
He has been around about us, and I
am still willing to trust Him. He
has never failed, kHis word and pro-
mise have always been sure and re-
liable.

Now, my brethren and eislers,
you wuo have not entered into this
covenaut, do not imagine, do not let
the adversary instil into your hearts
that you are now saviors to the Latl-
ter-day Saints. Do not doit. Let
me warng you against itj it is 2 dan-
gerous thought. You will find it
delusive, fur 1t 14 not true, 1f God
saves this people, as I filrmly believe
He will, it w1l be through those
men &and throuzh those women
whom mea have placed under & ban;
who men have gaid, shall bave no
power because of the laws that are
enacted sgainst them. I tell you,
the szlvation that will come to this
peopnle, whil bs through the faitaful-
ness of the mea of God and
the women of God who, In the face
of an opposing werld, contrary to

I | thelr traditions, o their educatliop,

would have questioned myself and
sald: Perhngﬂ you were too hasty In

to their pre-conceived notions znd to
i the popuiar prejudices of the day-.

which ﬂ:lt-i.l' \
the r
it,

pon | advantage,or that which we thought

that com- |

F

Y | threatening us with greater danger

—

mands of God, It is better for me
to do this than to do the other. 1
do not wish to defy man; I say, if
you wish to enforce the law, that is
your business. )
Now, brethren and sisters, let us
|go from this Conference in calm-
ness, pursuing our various
| tions, and endeavoring to profit
the teachines that we have had in

_ Y
who have In the midst of all this

| endeavor to keep it in view,

this. If it is not prevenied, then
the Zion of God is not established,
Is any one injared by iis preven.
tion? No. The time must come
when the talent of men of business
shall be used for the benefit of this
whole people, just as the talef of
President Taylor, just as the talent
of Prest., Joseph F. Smith and that
of President Wilford Woodruff, and
that of the Twelve Apostles, and
that of the leading Elders of this
church; as thelr talent is used for
the bepefit of Zion, so must the

|

business capacity be used in like
manner—not for individua! beneflt
alone, not for individual aggrandize-
ment alone, but for the benefif of
the whole people, t
masses, to rescue them from their
poverty. That is one of the objects
in establishing Zion, and anything
short o* that, as I have said, is not
Zion, it is not the Zion that the

talent of men who are gifted with |

other day, it happened that I was
alone, having only gone for our mail,
and as I passed thhrough the city I
noticed the people took more notice
of me,than i8 customary for them
to do but I paid no attention to
their glances of curiosity, thinking
they were produced because of our
not having visited them for some
time, however, I was miztaken as
the following incident will demon-
strate:

While seated upon a doorstep
reading some mail I had received, a
man under the influence of liquor,
came and seated himeelf by my
side, remarking that he understood
I was a “Mormon” preacher, and
would like some information regard-

%

o uplift the|lng what the world termed *Mor-

monism.” Iasked his name and

residence which he plainly teld me,
I thought he was not in & condition
to receive ““‘pearls,” 5o 1 acquainted
him of the fact that two Klders

Prophets have forseen, it is not that
which God has promised. We may
as well, therefore, every one of us,
shape our thoughts to this end and

tell you God will not prevent any-
thing very different fo this for any
length of time. He will scourge

the past. If this people counld only

the servants of God, | have carried into effect the teach-
10 obey | ings they have had from the ser

vants of Gou from the beginning,
how different would our positinn be
|to-day! Eldera have worn them-
selves pot. Presidents, Apostles,
and Prophets have worn themselves
out and have grne to their graves,
| laboring with this people,an« teach-
iog them worde of life and ealvation,
words that it would have been to

He will tear us up by the
roots; and a8 sure 8s God li
will be 8o, if we cannot come
without violent means of this kind.
He will have a peonle that will do
these thinga, and He will bring us

intoa rosition to do it, and any one

palf op hersslf; it - not sow
the hook,it 1a not the design of God.
T would feel very sorry if ¥ thoonght

their eternal interest to have liaten-
ed to and to have obeyed. We are
like the man who, moved with pity,
took the frozen - nake apd put it into
his bosom to restore its life, and in
a little while, after the warmth of
his borom revived the frozen reptile,
it stung him and killed him. We
s Tt Ll ont e e
viper oing us more infary
to day than anything else. If we
had listened to counsel, if we had
obeyed the commandments of God;
if we had been united, if we bad
not looked so much to our temporal

to be our temporal advantage, how
diflerent would our position be to-
day! Bat this people are like
children; the servants of God en-

l

it would doso. Isuppose I am &s
selflsh as other men. I would like
to benefit my own familv, I have
to war against this feelirg
have. T donnt know thatI amany
worese than other ple. but I know

for 1|8a

us, and drive us Jf necessary,|repre

who thiugs differently deludes him- | ity,
ritten in | Was

were going to preach near his resi-
dence on the following Sunday, and
he could then get what informstiou
he desired. He left apparently
tisfled but returned in & few min-
utes with a crowd or about 160 men,
led by one of the baser sort, as
drunk as men generally get. This
sentative,who had been chozen

by tie assembly, held a paper in
ves it|his hand which he inaultinff;_ atked
to it|me to read, and because I did not

chooge to comply with Lis earnest
deaires as hastily as he thought I
ought to, he bscame angry and
spoke to me as cue having author.
insisting on my reading it as it

for my benefli, Aboutf this
time quite a numter had gsthered
and I thought if I read his paper he
would leave and [ would have peace,
So I read an account of a “meeting
of Indigoation” that had been held

as all |8 few days before, at which a clsss

of individuals styling thomselves
‘‘some of the best clitizens of Buike

this feeling has to be warred against.
The tendenev of humsan nature is to
Jook after one’s own dear gelf. to

auy
upon the people of God. Yet I know
it 1s not aright feeline.

God bless vou, my b
sisters, snd fill you with the
Ghost and inspire those who s
to us by the power of God
name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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treat them and talk to them,
but h
They imagine that the coun-
sels they receive are prompted by
some spirit that is not exactly the
Spirit of Gol. Bat we will find|
that we have to come to it. I believe
that God will throw us in circum-
stances that will compel us to come
to the position that He has designed
we shall occupy, however
luctant we may be about it, I tell
you, there is more to be dreaded,
there is more to be feared—and you
may attach what importance you
like to my words, bnt I know they
are true—there is more to be feared
to-day in our midat from the growth
of wealth in a few hands, in a sin-
gle c'ass, than there is from all the
Jegislation that can be enacted
against us by the Congress of the

ow quickly they forget!|INTERESTING FROM NORTH

CAROLIENA.

I ——

MORGANTON, Burke, Co., N. C,
. Oct., 11, 1882,

FEditor Deseret News:

“And this Gos

then shall the end come,” snd for
the

and talents in

United States, more to be dreaded
by us as a people. That condition
is upon us, the growth of wealthsin
the hands of a few individuals,

than anything that can be
done by outsiders; more than the
Commissiongrs can do, more than
the registrars can de, more than the
judges of election can do, or all that
ean be done by the Congress of the
United States. [ kpow that this is
true. QGod does not design to
have a people of this kind. He
does mnot design that there

defending the

look | we were stirring u

after one’sown family, to use one’s|t
talent for one’s own and their bene- | 2D

| fit, without bestowing benefit | cease our

in the(bhe was

We are living at a time when |

pel of the kingdom | the
shall be preached in all the world|answer I remarked that the crowd
for witness unto sll rations; and|had not chosen a very pleasant re-

and Qaldwell counties” pasced
gome rezolutions to the effect that
sirife among
he people by teaching ourdocirines
d for o dcing were cordered to
preaching and Jeave said
counties. I was not surgrised at
this action as some ruwmors had

d | caured me to expect scmething of
Fe ol folv | thekind: Igave the puper back,
ok | thinking he was now satisfled, but

just the reverse. He no
doubt expected me to express senti-
ments of disapprobation conceruing
such movements, but I considered
it advisable to treat such nonsense
with silent contempt, and because I
did so he pronounced many curses
upon me, accompiuied with the
most bitter oaths. At lengih he
reached a point that caused me to
ask what authority he had, if any,
for I realized such szolions were con-
rary to ihe laws of the country, he

thousands are looking forward to|ggid the crowd authorized him to
re- | the words of our Elder Brother, viz.,

acquaint me of the transaction of
fiindignation meeting.,” In

presentative, but a poor tccl, and I

purpose of helping fo aceom-|aongidered such actions uniawful
plish this great work, I left my |gn4 not becoming men claiming
home Jan. 24; 1881, for. this fleld of | o civilized, say nothicg of Chris-
labor in western North Carolina.|tigns, It was not jong after I utter-.
Six Elders are laboring in this dis- | o4 theze words that I was chal leng-
trict of country spending their time | oq for g fight, but not feelingin a
promulgating and | fohtingy humor I did not accept the
nciples of eternal | hatlenge. He eventuslly conclud-

to

truth and all re)oice because of the|.q with ihese words: “We will
abundant harvest that bas been|oive you twenty days to lesve this

this
ght pro

rea
th

gain or the pleasures
by “reformed Christians.”
The people here are, as a general

seeds of truth in almost every di-
rection; places of worship have

shall be classes among wus, one
clase se

terests that nre not strictly in aceord
with those of the masses of the peo-

there is a lack of union. Men are
more disposed to compromise princi-
ple who have great monjed interests
at staske. Im fact, it is a character-
isticof humsan bpature that, as »
class, this class lsa compromising
class; thelr temptation iz to yield
principle, to yleld ground, and it
cannot be helped from the very
nature of thing=, becouse of their

gel’; I do nof preash something
you that T do not preach to mysgelf.
[ have to guard against if, and my
brethren have to do- go. It dose
not beleng {0 any one man or clsse
of msn, it belongs to human nataore
this feeling of which I speak,
God designs in the organization of

class lifted up sbove another, one|the country. whils others have been
ted from the rest of the|closed against us becaus. eome of
people, with diverse interests, in-|the

ple. Becausewhen tNis {s the case, |

circumstances. [ can eee it in my- | Christians
to 1

been at our dispceal in some parts of

¢“wise shepherds” having
figured result, instructed their flocks
to preserve the sanctity of the pul-
pit. We have had some opposition,
causad principally by ministers of
modern forms, but the good work

still goes on.
A%iucusah_n was held here Jast

July between Elder Bates and an
individval of the Methodist persua-
gion, the latier came out second
beet, and to-dey his defeat forms
the topic of conversat on,.

|

year, over 40 hava| ountry, and if you don’t go in that
per to serve God rather|jmes we will hickory whip you like
than man, considering their eternal { 4 300 » This is the twenty-third
exaltation far soperior to earthly | gy and we are rof gone yet and
enjoved | the probabilities are that mary days

will paes before we departf, for cir-
cumstances necesgiiate our presence

thing, careful fo enteriain strangers, | for come time. The men who have
and threugh their kind hospatallty | ;poeq these measures to exclude the
we have bcen enable to scatier the| widers from this

place fell short of
being in a conditicn to “cast the
firat stone,”

Rumors are out to the eflect that
mobs are being corganized (o drive
us from this glerious land of literty,
but we do nctapprehend any danger
and think, afier a few drinks, or
election is over, {there willbe & calm
or a millenniuvm of peace in this as
well as other Siates, where “spirits”
have governed willing tonguen. The
Maints in fhis vigcinity feel well, and
are effectually assisting the Efldem
in gpreading the truth, Some of
the Saints expect to leave this fall
and seek 8 home among the psople
of God, ‘*where the pure breezes
blow.”

Since the discussion many plous
have consulled one
another concerning the probability
of the “Mormons” t:king away
their place and their nation, and
have considered it a':*.mlqt&ly NECEHe
«ary, before the doclrine spreads
apy farther, to charge us etrictly

Fervently praying for Zions’ ad-
vancement, I remain, a8 humble
worker in the cause of truth,

{CHABLES J, BRAIN,

-

Jro, A, BA1L.E' AND M., K, PAR.
goN, Iand Agenta and Aticomeys,

His kingdonr: on theearth to prevant! with thle fact while in town thel

L

not to presch any more in their | Sali Lake City—Write to them en,
dat. inted | closing stamp and will give ine
midet,. [ was made acquain - ﬂml;nabout 4 dne




