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gh some change in popular
';'."“ he present: him- |
)X some reascn or other, he is
ed to, and is told he cannot
A 8eat in this House, because
13 h‘ljiﬂﬂ of the major:ty he ia
My be plural marrisge to-day;
pe something else to-mor
r fome offente, real or imsgl-
the next day; 1t may be the
on to-day, the man who be
in marriage, and it may be
row the Shaker,the man who
fiot belleve in marriage. It
8 Lhe Catholic next day and

mlar caprice, if Congress ran
e new regulations for Dele
frem the Territories. Such
@& the inevitable condition if
nelusions adop'ed by the ma-
f this commiitee shall pre-

& bsen stated that I represent
toh; that T am the ambaseador
iarch. Mr, Bpeaker, [ repié—
38 people of Utah Territory. I
ent no church, and yet I re-
tevery church that exists in
jerritory. 1am not here as an
i#ador from any chureh. I am
gau:ze the volce of the lepal-
(lified people of Utsh Terrizory
ghosen me to represent them
Ithas been ssserted al-o thatl
i0 votes outkide of the com-
¥ of which 1am a member, 1
té that statement slso. 1t is
fue, it the testimany Of ¥ote:s
#lves can be beleved, for
jaye stated to me, many of
that they voted for me,
have a secret ballot in Utah
tory, and there is no meaus

are cast. I was voted fur, if
 believe’ what I am told,; by
‘non-Mormons. My last con-
at that was in the Forly-fifth
I received over 4.000
i TlLere has been an incresse
e non-Mormoh eleiuent =ince
lime, and as one prominent
from Utah eaid to me in this
recently,” ‘“‘Mr. Caonon, when
ish to gellthe seaf of the Dele-
from Utah we will send some
'here with more voles than
to get the reat,” This was
)Y & prominen t pos~Mormon of
erritory, and if the entire vote
jgen cast in the Territory at the
fleclion I have no doubt there
il b= nearly 5,000 in opposition
@t time, I am, therefore, a
gentative of the peopleof Utah,
f I do not reprecent them, cer-
y there 18 mo une to reprezent
s but I am bere because the
Conpgress say= that Utah Ter-
fis entitled to a Delegate on
[floor, and becau:e the law gaid
‘ehould vote for the Delegate,
pecause the voles were cast fﬂr

it In regard to licentiousnese,
erning which so much has been
L wish to say a few words, ~ Do
understand that Jf the
@of my Territory; those who
dohised of violating law in hav-
pors wives than one—I pay do
eman, in considering this ques-
ot understand that i heen-
pess and lechery were the ob-
o be sccomplished, that the
#@ could reach this in a much
per and much more popular
mer than by marrying women
gust:ining and making legiti-
- their children? Why it
P2 no . argoment upen this
§. The mere sugeestion brings
Hetion to the mind of any per-
who reasons that the -methods
jgne elsewhere ard which pro-
po wrath wonld be much more
¥ to have been adopted to ac-
pllsh such a'purpose If that had
| the ohject.

By shiould I stanu here and e
ded, abused, and denounced as
@ been for lechery, because of
nr wives? Was it necessary
‘wives ehould be taken to grat-
ensuality? I have no need to
‘any wife to accomplieh thst. 1
3 no need to take to myself the
en and responsibllity of a fami-
br that  purpose. The people 1
esent would not ceed Lo be kept
of the Union (that telug, we
iold, the great rea on that Utah
a0t sooner been admitied as one
36 Blates) if the molives which
© been attributed to them on
floor were the ones which have
mpted them to contract marri-
There would be no necessity
ace themselves in such a pecul-
poriiion if the gratification of
glonn were, ad"a lege, the gole
What, then, is it?

A

fr. Speaker, the people of Utah
ye profound eonvictions.eongern-
*many things. "Phey have left

homes more than once for the

to suit the ever-varying whim |

—

in a distant land. Marriage is an
nstitution concerning whieh they
ave strong convictions. It majy be
said that thls is not religion;but
whether it is or not, they believe it
to be religion. The Cathgolic bas
ideas as to what is religion., The
Episcopalian has his ideas algo upon
the same subject; so with the Pres-
by terians, the Methodists, the Bap-
tists, the Qusakers, the Unitarians,
and others; and who shall decide,
until the great day when men shal:
be judged and rewarded or punish-
ed for the deeds done in the bedy,
between them?

My constituents believe that God
ha- given a command c¢oncerning
marriage, and that He never gives a
mmand without aa object, and
at obifect in thia instance ia 10 re-
deem the human family from the
terrible evils under which in modern
goclety it ne, It may be askd
how redeem them? We amnswer by
making marriage honorable; by up-
lifiing it, by elevating it ‘above its
p esent ¢ ndition; by giwving every
worasn an nity to be s wife
and mother. To cut off opportunity
for prostitution &nd concubinage,
and 10 leave no margin for lust o0
prey upon. Lt may be said that the
sexes are sp evenly divided that
there is not sufilcient disparl:y be-
tween their numbers to justify the
adoption of such a principle.

The people of Utah do uot believe
that plura: marriage ought to be or
ean beuniversal. In Utah itself it
f* not poseible, for the males out-
nuxber the females., But give
every woman (e epporiunity to
marry, punish fornicauon and adul-
tery, and what woman would occu-

Winu the candidates for whoo! b py an i licit r-lation with the other

gsex? The people of Utah believe
th:t at the present time marriage
is falling into desuetude, ¥nd in con-
sequence corruption issp eading over
fhe land, and we have feit that the
country was big'enough toall :w usin

o herg, not foreing our vi-ws upon
others, to teat the eflect of the patri-
archal syetem of marri«ge in check
ng the tide of vice and preveuting
the spread of evils which modern
soclety acknowledges its powerless-
ness to extirpate.

I donot think it would be wike
under present circumstances, that I
should say anything more on this
question. You may depend upon if,
however, that there are more argu-
ments in_ils favor tban you haye
heard here or are likely to hear, and
that the men and women choosing
to emibrace that principle are able to
amsign good and sufficient reasons
for dolng B0,

I shall npot allude to it from a
geriptural standpeint. I may say,
however, that so far as the ¢ ndem-
nation uf the wo:ld is concerne!, we
are willing to be placed on the same
plane with Abrabham. And when
wo pray to go to Abrabam’s borom
we expect he will not leoz upon us
as aliens or law-bresker:; and when
we pray to go to the New Jerusalem
over each of whose twelve gates is
written the name of each one of the
twelve patriarchs, the sons of Ja-
coy we expect when we
threugh those gates we shall not be
ashamed to be known for what we
are.

Since the commencement of this
Jebate, the sfatement bas been
made 8> frequent 'y, that I feel as
though I ocught to say sometlhing in
regard to it in connection with tiids
case; I mean the statement respect-
ing the alleged cocduet of the reo.
ple of Utah in abeorbing all the
public lands, In the firet speech on
the Utah case, the aliegation was
made Lbhat the peopls of Ulah,io
pursuance of a well defined and get-
tled policy, had absorted sll Lhe
publie lande. It would seem as
though it were unneceseary forany
person, and for myeelf particularly,
to eay one word in relation to this
matter, it being g0 well known that
in Uial Territory, as well as in the
other Territories and Stafes cover
which the land laws, have been ex-
tended, every perscn can obtain
Innd that is not cocupied, every citi
zen who has the right to pre-empt
or hnmestead land,and that there is
no pewer in the Jocal legislatures to
adenale the landa or to lake away
the title and Destow it upon any in-
dividual. Acts of the Legislative
Assembly of Utah Territory have
been uoted to sustain the idea that
thgy have really given tlilo or
'ﬂo%ght. fo dispose of tie publie
lands. .. At no time and under no
cirtumeiances was any actlon of this
kind ieken with a wview to bestow
the ownership or title upon any

n who might occupy the land

-

or to whom any grant might bs
glven,

e of religion, and have been fore-
}o make themselves new homes

But our canyon roads had to be
made, and it required some action

"that ar-ofl’ Utah,net interfering'with

on the part of the Legislature toin-
duce men to bulld ecetly roads into
our mountains and to build bridges
over our canyon streams. I have
known canyon roads there costing
over $12,000 to be swept away in a
ringle storm.
were glven in the early days of the
Territory for such purposes, and al=o
for herd grounds and for other pur-
peses, that loval rights might e pre-
sorved, If such had been the design
it would have been futile. We lived
in Utah Territory for tweniy ycars
before the land laws were extended
over usj; we had to do the best we
could. As=oon as these laws were
extended over our territory we then
obtained title to our'lands. ‘I'hese

towns which bave |een spoken of

could only get the same smount of
land to their population that towns
in other parls of the United Stales
obtained, Where the iuhabitauls
number one hundred, the law says,
and less than two hundred, sites
shall embraco not exceeding three
hundred and twenty acres, and «o
on., The highest number that was
allowed was 1,280 nacres, That was
to a town confalning five thousand
inhabitants, Now, Sait Lake City
had outgrown the conditions for
which the town-site act was d.sign-
ed and the inhabitants could not ob
tain title under it to their homes,
My predecessor, Hon., W. H. Hoop-
er, succeeded in gelting a sp-cial act
of Congress pass-d to meet the exi-
gency. > .
The boundaries of the ineorporats
ed cities of Utah Territory were
made very extensive. There was a
good reason for thig, It is to be
found in the fact that the setlle-
ments of Utah Territory were dif-
ferently situated from thosze of
every other part of the country. We
had te do our farming by means of
irrigation. We had to adopt the
Mexican eyslem of liviog in preblgs
or vilages,
wise thing for municipal authority
to be extended over the /arms, the
flelds, the water, so that the water
cou'd be centrolled and come wilh
in municipal regulations, and thar
men who farmed In the counlry
might be within the towns, and
have the sucial advantages, the
school advantages and other advan-
tages that were there to be obtained.
Beside<, it was an Indian country
and we had te-live in villages lo
secure protection. Bat under the
old law no man could pre.empt in-
gide of an incorporated eity. This
was found out” after the land laws
were extended over the Territory.
It wa+ not suppored at the ime
th« se corporations were granted th-t
they would thus interf-re with the
settlement of lands outslde of the
town-side limits; and it put the
Mormon people a8 much as it did
all others to greaf inconvenienc-,
They could not obtain title to their
Jands any more than any one else
until a law waspa-sed by Congr. ss
which relieved the people in that
respect in th«t Territory and io al
the Territories; so that every set'ler
who came within the limits of an
incorporated ecity eould obtain his

pas«lend if it was open to pre-empiion

or homestead entry. 'I'hat is all
thiere is connected with this allaga-
tion that the people of Utah ha.e
plastered the whole country with
their incorporations in order to pre-
veqt seltlement,

Another point, Mr, Bpeakery in
connection with this case. Lef the
reeolution that hasbeen proposed by
the majoity of the Commili:e on
Elections be adopled and what will
ve the resull? Nearly eighteen
monthe have elapeed sincethe elec-
tien for this Congress, 'P:enn!ent
Hayes was President of the United
Staes av that time. 1'resident
Garfleld gucceeded! him. President
Artlinr now tills the executive chair.
During these three adminstrations’
the governor of Utah Territory, who
ruthlessly violated the law and rob-
bed the people of thelr franchises,
still occuples that position.

Let this seat of the delegale from
Ut:h be declared vacant, and you
any to every governor in the United
States who acts asa miuisierial of-
ficer in declaring the results ef elec
tioos, ““You can give certificates ¢
men not. elected with impunity if
we are in power, as was done in the
Utah cace, and no one will eali you
in question.” And the returning
board whieh goes to Utah Terriiony
under the lJaw fust passe!, if not
superior men, will feel emboldened
to do the same thing Wwith evey
man who may be eleeted under that
law. and who may be displeasing to
a Toajority of that board, They maj
assnme the pame righty add say 1o
the mwan, ¥You have received the
votes, but- we question ycur right,

our eligibility, and we refuse to
Ehn yﬂ% lhﬂF’nEI'ﬂﬂﬂﬁtﬂ.” Gentle,

his kind | :
Grantz of thia s | fraud, make it effective by your

And it was (hought aj

men ¢an you see what the effect will
be?. .

You may depend upon it that the
conseguences of this actlon, if the
reportgf? the majority of the com-
miitee Vo adoptedywill nob end with
Utah Territory. < Crystalize this

votes, and its consequences Wil be
far reaching and extensive. The
Delegate-elect from Utah may be an
insignifieant person, but a great
bprinciple 8 involved in this case. 1t
will met. be the Mormons always.
There ‘will be some one else, per-
haps, who will be unpopular. There
will be some party in the minority
ageinst whom strong prejudices will
be roused and slrong feelings évok-
ed. rlP'l;:.lﬂiﬂ case will be ciled asa pre-
cedent for refusing right and justice
to eurh persons, and it will be plead-
ed in justification that this Forty-
saventh Congress indorsed saeh ac.
tiom by susteining the report of the
msjority of the fommittee tn elee:
tions. A great wrong of this charac-
tar cannot be perpeirated even upon
the p- ople of Utah-without prcduc-
ing térrible t-pultey which will be
far-reaching and wida-_a pread,

There is one statement which I
fee}l thut I ought not to permit to
pass unchallenged. It was staled
updn thizs f.or by the genileman
from  Pennsylvaunis, [Mr. DBeltz-
hoover,] and he assigued it a3 &
|8tr Dg reason forjoining in the ms.
jority report, that in fhe Forty-third
Con I ha'i uneguivocally denied
that 1 wits what I have since sac¢.
k:owledged my-¢lf lo ke, And the
gentleman from  'fennes ee | Mr.
Pettibone] made that  the fouuda:
tion for his argcument. He read from
the statement which I mad in the
Forty-thitd Congiess, and - b - cer-
tainly hes an admirible way of read
ing anything o as to make it suit
the gurpose of his o0& WErzumens,
He redid: i 5.

1 deny that I am now Uving with four
| WIVES.

Apd then he pau-ed, Welly if
that were without qualificati- n it
would look as (hough the gentleman
from Pen:«sylvania was quite cor-
rect In eayling that i bad uvnequ vo-
cally denfed the accusation. DBuf
there-is som+<thing else in the een-
tence. There is aparen' hetical sea-
tenice—‘Yor that 1 am lving or vo-
 habiting with «ny wives” —which
may be omitted, It wi'l read then
in this way: '
Yo Ideny that T am now Hving with four
wives in deflance or Wwililful visiation of the
Aawe of Congress, eld. 1

I denied it then and I can deny it
now. 1 never defiantly or willfully
viclated any law. In responte to
the tenth allegation eontained inthe
atatement, 1 said: .

1 deny that I am now living or bave ever
lived in vielstion of the Jaws of God, mnn,

m¥ countryy decency, or clvillsgtion, or of any
law of the United Slates.

. BEvery lawyer kaows Lhat in
pleading for the pnrposes of the ac-
tion in controve gy, allegations are
denied and proofs are call-d f.r, or a
defendant might vielite the cld
commmon-law rule that a naan is not
bound to aceus- himeelfybutio liave
the burden of proof to rest upon hi:
opponent. But to show {hat Lhe
members of the commiiles In the
Forty third Congress understood ex-
ac ly my positien, for I want to
make it so clear that it cannofbe
digputed, that that issue waa raised
snd was accepted and was recogniz-
el as the true issue, I will read from
their report. Before doing 82 1 may
say that the full commitlee deeided,
notwi hstanding the accusation thal
had been made Lhat I was not enti-
tled to my seat becauze of marital
relations, that these relatious were
not a disqualification for aeeat upon
this floor, and the majority reported
these rezolutions,

L Resolved, That (:‘m:r%& 1L Maxwell was
not e@'egted, and 13 pot entitied, to & seat in
the House of Represcotatives of tho Fortye

third Congress a8 Delegate from the Terri-
tary of Uiwsh.

2. Resoload, That Geerge . Cannon was
elected snd returned as 4 Delegate from tho
Teiritory of Uiah to the eeat inthe Forty-
third Congress. ’

There the malority of the com-
miltes stopped,  Buta minority of
the committee reporied the [ollow-
ing resclution:

Resolved, That George' Q. Cannon was duly
ﬂ‘leu?g:l n.n& retorned as Delegate from the
Territory of Utath, and 18 euotitled 0 { seny
a4 A Delegate in the Forty-third Congroas.

The fssue in controversy, snd up-
on which the conlest was based,
was brought plainly before the
Houee, snd- the House by about a
two-third vote adopted the majority
repo t and the supplemental ‘minor-
ity report. In th- zeportwhich was
made by the minority of the com-
mittee it was stated thal=—

The majority of the committes have falled
and decline to report & resoiution to the ef

== !

fect that. George Q. Canpon was entlitied t
the seat upon the ground that he waas dis-
qualified by reason of the fact that he was
the husband of more than one wife, and, as is
assumed, Is guiity'of a violation of the act of
Congress, elo

You will see by this that the issue
was fairly brought before the Com-
mittee cn Eleetioss) 1t was not only
brought fairly before the Committes
on Electiong, but, it was brought
f.irly before this House. And this
House, with the full knowledge of
all the facts, thoronzhly conversant
with the statement made concgern-
ing mg uvpen this peing, and which
I neither disputed nor denied, this
House of a Republican Congress, by
a vole of about two-ihizds of the
memberg present, conflrmed me in
my sest,

In the Forty-fourth Congress the
same isspe was msde and the eamr e
reselittions were adopted. The IHoure
being pressed for time on accounliof
burine:s, the sub-committes did not

‘tepori o the House, thinking it un-

necessary todo go, a8 1 already had
my seat. |
[Here the hammer fell. ]

The Bpeaker. The time of the
geéntleman has exvired. _
Mr. Capnon, of Utah. I would

like the dndulgence of the House
merely to clear up ove other point.
There was no objeeticn, and the
time of Mr, Canuon, of Utah, was
extended,
- Mp, Cannon, of Ulabh., After 1
had been confirmed to my right to
% siat in the Forty-third Congiess ,n
re=nlution was introduced by a mem-
ber of the .commitie= on electinns,
making charges against me con-
rerning marriages and the commit-
te+ was authorized to inveatigate the
matter. The commitiee,in cubmit-
ting their report, made this state-
ment:

Your cocmmlitiee thick the cvidenee, un-
chaliepged &8 1t I8 by th® Delegate, estab-
lishes, &o.

That I8, that I waa living with
more wives thun one. The commit-
tee then repriried a resolution thas
Georgs (), Cannon, Delegats from
Utah, being found upon due ein-
sideration of the ¢vidence submilted
and not controverted by gaid Can-
non, to be an actual polygamist, &e.

The commiftee was authorized to
report-to the House, but when ic
d'd repart the House refused to con-
gider the report, and Lthe caise was
Jismised.

That was in the Republican Forty-
third Congreas,

Mr. Bpeaker, I find myself in {his
position: I am here as the Delsgate

from Utah - Terrilory regularly
elected, properiy qualified, fuily en-
titled io the seat, My constituents,
a3 well as myself, believed at the
time of my election that there was
no barzier. o prevent me from tak-
ing my seat. Nothing has occured
since my election to interpose any
such barrier. All these charges
which are made against my con-
atitusney, which I havenot time to
allude to in detail or to disprove, but
which 1 do state are false, all these
charges were in existence years and
yearsago, They were in exislence
in the Foriy-sixth Congress, in the
Forty-fifth, in the Fourty-feurth, in
the Foréy.third Congress. I have
sat here during those Congresses,
My right to my seat has been fully
vindicated by the House. I came
here under precisely the same eir-
camstances then that I come now,
Bat it s now said that a law of Con-
gress has been enscied which pre-
vents me from takihg my seat; that
by the operation of thls law I sm
excluded, and the seat i3 to be de-
glared vacant., If this proposed re-
solution be sustained, then I say
frand will be supplemented by this
method of strangling, of murdering
the representation of Utah Territory
on this flaor.

If the report of the majority of
this commitiee ehall be pustained, I
ghall leave this Hall of Represenia.
tives with a fecling and a conscienca
which will glve me far more satis-
faction in the days to come than if
were a member of this House and
voted in favoer of the adoption of the
report of the majority declar:ing this
geat vacant. Tam a resident of Utsh
Territory and cne of thoze peopls
who are everywhere spoken against
and against whom many vile charges
ara ‘mads, a8 were made agalnst
Ltheir predeceszors, the Church cf
Christy in the eatly daye, and as
Jesna predicted would be the ChEe;
yet I do respect my oalh, and I pily
any gentleman who with nothing to
sustain him but popular centiment
18 willing to trample upon the Con-
stitution and the law and to strike
down a people against whom popular
gentiment is strong.

[ Here the hammer fell. |

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
House, I thank yvou for vour kind

indulgence,




