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the part of the Council) to act In canjunction with a com-

mittee on the part of the House of Representatives, to in-

torm his Excellency the Guvernor that the Legizlative

Aszsembly will adjourn this afiernoon, to meet on Monday

the 16th Inst.y at the Shawuee Manual Labor-School, In

the Territory of Kansas.? "

On the 16th of July the two IHouses nagembled, in pur-
ssance of the adjournu,ent at the Shawnee Manual Labor
Scehool, known as Shawnee Mission, and procceded to the
discharge of thelr legi=lative duties. In the meantime
the Governor had also repaired to Shawnee Mission, it
boing the place of his residence In the Territory, and the
~eal of the executive oflices as established and continued
v himself daring the whole period he exercised the Exe-
cutive functions, " .

On the 21st of July, a “inessage was recelved, from the
Giovernory by his private secretary, Mr, Lowryy directed
*I'o the House of Representatives of tue Terrltory of Kan-
rasy’ in which he saysi=-= " .

I returny to your Housey In which they originated, the
L1y entitleds $An act to prevent the sale of intexicating
Hgors and games of chance within one mile of the Shaw-
nee Manual Labor Schooly in the Territory of Kansgas,)’
atid the bill eatitled sAn act to establish a ferry at the
town of Atchison in Kansas Torritory,” without my ap-
provals. 1 see pothing in the bills themselves to prevent
iy sanctien of them, and my reasons for disapproval
have been doubtless anticipated Ly vou, as necessurily re=
salting from the opinion expresged ju my message of the
¢ih instant.?

The Guvernor then proceeds to argne the guestion at
xreat lengths  CWhether the Legislature §= now in sesslon
al a place which can be recugnized as a scat of govern-
mienty where the business of legislation can be legally or
legitimately carried on.?

l{e does not gusstion the falrmess and legality of the
vlections of the members composing the Legislature--nor
the regularity and validity of their organization---nor
thelr competency as a Legislature to pass all laws which
they may deem ne cersary and proper for the best interest
uf the people of Kansas, provided it shall b2 dune at the
rizht place. Upoen this point, he says:

It seems to be plain that the Legislature, now in ses-
#ln, 8o far as the place ls concerned, js In cuntravention
v f the act of Congress, and where they have no right to
sity and make no valld legisladon. Entertalning these
views, 1 can give no sanction to any bill that may be
passed; and if my reasons are not satisfactory to the Leg-
islative Assembly, it follows that we must act indepen-
d-ntly to each other.?

ln conclusion, the Governor sayei---

<If T am right in these opinions, aud our Terrltory shall
derive no fruits from the meeting of the present Legisla-
tive Assembly, T shally at least; have the satisfaction of
recollecting that T called the attention of the Assembly
to the point befure they removed and that the responsibil-
oll¥, therefore, resie not on the Executive.?

The Governor having thus snspended all official inter-
course with the two branches of the Leglslature, refusing
to examine their acts, with a view of either approving or
disapproving them, they appointed a Joint commitiee
of the two houses to draft a memorial 10 the President
of tha United States, asking his removal from the cofiice
of Governar, which memorinl was signed by the presiding
oMcers and members in Juint sesston.  The memorialists,
after reviewing the cause which. had led to such gerious
ditficultiesy and vindicating the right of the Legislature,
utider the organic acty to remove the seat of government
rrom Pawnee City to Shawnee Mission, concluded as fols
| iwsteme :

‘In conchusion we charge the Governor, A. IT. Reeder,
with wiiful neglect of the interests of the Territory, with
retidcavoring, by all means in his power, to subvert the
ends and objects intended to be accomplished by the ‘Kan-
ras and Nebraska bill;? by neglecting the public interests
and making them subservient to private speculation; by
atding and encouraging persons In factions and treason-
able opposition to the wishes of the majority of the citl-
rens of the Territory, and the laws of the United States
in force in sald Territory; by encouraging persons to vio-
late the laws of the United States, and set at defisnce the
commands of the general governmenl; by inciting per-
~ons to resist the laws which may be passed by the pres-
ent Legislative Assembly of this Territory.

For these and many other reasons, we respectfully pray
yvour Excellency to remove the sald A. H. Reeder from the
vxercise of the fanctions now held by him in sald Terri-
tory; and represent,that a continnance of the game will be
prejudieial to the best interests of the sald Territory. Aud
as in duty bonnd we will ever pray,’ &c., &c. b 4§

Signed by the officers and members of both Houses.

On the 15th of August, Guv. Reeder addressed a note
o the Department of State, acknowledging the receipt of
a communication from the acting secretary, under date
of the 28th of July, in which he was potified that in con-
s ience of

““Your (Governor Reeder) purchase of Kar=as half
Lreed lands, and more especially she undertaking of sund-
'y persons, yourself included, to lay out mew citles un
military or other reservations, in the Terrjtery of Kansas,
2nd more particularly as you have summoned the legis-
lative assembly of the Territory to meet at one of the
places referred to, denowinated In your ofticial proclama-
tion Pawnee city, 1 havey thereforsy by the direction of
the Pregldenty to notify you that your fuactions and au-
thorily as governor of the Territory of Kansas are hereby
t=rminated.*? s

On the 18th of August the journal of the Honge of Re-
presentatives sayal—

“The following message was received from Gov, A. 1L
Reedar, by Mr. Lowrys his private secretaryi—

To the honorabie the nembers of the Couincll and House
of Represenitatives or the Territory of Kansasi— °
Gontlemens—Although In my message to your bodies,

under date of the 21st instant, T stated that 1 was unab’e

t) convinee myself of the legality of your gcsslons at this

) iace, for reasons then given, and although that opinion

#till remains unchanged, yet, ina8fuch as my reasons

were not satisfactory to vour bodys and the bills passed

Ly vour houses have been up to this time sent to me for

approvaly 1t is proper that 1 should inform yon that after

your adjournment of yesterday, I received official notifls
cation that my functions as Governor of the Territory of

K ansas were terminated. No successor having arrived,

Qecretary Woodsen will, of coursey, perform the daties of

the ¢Moe of Acting Governor, A. H. REEDER.”?

Inssmuch as Governor Reeder dissolved his official re-
jations with the Legisiature, and denied the valldity of
thelr acts solely upon the ground that they were enacted
in the wrong place, it becomes material to ingnire
whather it was competent for them, under the organie
ncty to remove the seat of governaient temporarily from
Pawnee city to the Shawnee Mission., The 24th sectlon
of the organie act provides—

#That the Legislative power of the Territory shall ex-
tend 39 all rightfal subjects of legislation consistent with
the constitution of the United States and the provisiops
cf this act >

That the location of the seat of government .and the
ehanging of the same whenever the public interests an.
convenience may require It Is a ¢rightful subject of legis-
lation,®® 18 too plain to admit of argnment. Henece the
power I8 clearly included in this general grant, and may
L~ exerclsed at pleasure hy the Legislature, unless it
shall be made to appear that Congress, by some ether
rrovision, has imposed restrictions or eouditions upon Its
exorcise. The 31st sectlon of the organic act provides—

¢ That the temporary geat of government of sald Ter-
ritory is hereby located at Fort Leavenworlh, and that

-ch portions of the jublic huildings as may not he actu-

ally used and n2eded for military purposes may be occu-

piad and used under the direction of the Governor and
topislative Assembly, for guch purposes as may be re-

o virad under the provisions of this act.”?

And the 22nd section of the same act provides—

«“That the persons thus elected to the Legislative As-
«-mbly shall meet at such p'ac: and on such day as the
Governor ehall appeint for the first meeting.”?

These two provisions being parts of the same act, and
having referencs to the same snbject matter, must be
t.ken together and recelve such a construction as will give
fnll eff :ct to each, and not render either nugatory, While
therefore the Governor was authorized to convene the
Legidature in the first instance, at such place as he
ghould appolinty still he was reguired by that provision
which made Fort Leavenworth the temporary seat of
government with the view of using some of the public

I

bulldings, to designate as the place some one of the pub-.
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lie bulldings within the military reservation of Fort Leav-
enworth,

Had uot Congress in the the meantime Interposed and
chauged the law as here presented, the Governor wonld
not have been authorized to have convened the Legislature
al Pawnee cily,orat any other place in the Territory,
than some one of the public bulldings at Fort Leavenwort iy
ag provided jn the organic act.

In view of the fact that thie Secretary of War had inti-
mated an opinion that all the public buildings at Fort
Leavenworth were needed for military purposes, and that
the location of the seat of government ¢ven temporarily
within the Hnes of a military reservation, where the mil-
Itary law must necesearily jfrevail. would be inconvenient,
if not Injurieus to the public service, the following pro-
vision was adopted in the appropriation bill f the 5th of
August, 1854, for the purpose of enabling the Governor to
erect | ulldir gs for the temporary seat ot government st
some more gnitable and convenient point in the Territory:

““That in the event that the Secretary of War sha.l
deem it inconsistent with the interest of the military ser-
vice to furnish a sufficient portion of the military build-
ings at Fort Leavenworth for the use of the Territorial
government of Kansas, the snm of $25,000 shall be, and
in that contingency is hereby appropriated for the erection
of public buildirgs for the use of the Legislature of the
Terrltory of Kansas, to be expended unde: the direction
of the Governor «f said Territory.”?

Under this provision, taken In connection with that
clause of the organie act which authorized the Governor
to cunvene the Legislature at snch place as he ehould
appoint, he would have had the right to establish the
temporary seat of government, and erect the public build-
ingzs at Pawnee ¢ity. or any other place he might have
selected in the Territory imstead of Fort Leavenwerth,
but for the fuct that on the 3d of March, 18556, and be-
fore any portion of the meney had been expended or
even the site selected, Congress made a further appropri-
ation of $25,000 for public bnildings, with (he proviso—

¢*That said moner, or any part thereof, or any portion
of the money heretofore appropriated for this purpose
shall not be expended unti] the Legislature of said Terri-
tory shall have fixed by law the permnanent scat of gov-
ernment.”?

This provision did not confer upon the Legislature any
power in res; ect Lo the location of the geat of government,
either temporarily or permanently, which it did not pre-
vionsly possess, for the general grant extending to all
rightful subjects of legislation, necessarily included the
right to determine the place of holding its seggions. The
object, as well as legal e¢ffect of this provigion, was to re-
etrain the Governor from expending the appropriation un-
til the volce of the people of Kansas should be expressed
through their Legislature In the selection of the piace,
leaving the Governor to perform his whole duty under
section 22 of the organic act, by appointing the place and
day of the first mecting of the Legislature, 2nd of ex-
pending the money appropriated by Congress for the erec-
tion of public buiidines at such place as the Legislature
should designate for the permanent seat of guvernment
of the Terﬂlnry.

Under this view of the enbject it 12 evident that the
Legisiature was clothed with legitimate authority to enact
the law, In obedience to which Its sesslon was adjonrned
from Pawnee city to Shawnee Mission, and that its enact-
ments made at the latter place must have the same force
and validity that they would have posseseed had not the
removal taken place. Those who seek to find some tenn-
ble ground upon which to destroy the validity of the legis-
lative acts of Kaneas, seeing that they cannot galely rely
upon the alleged jrregularity of the elections nor upon the
wbsence of legal anthority In the Legislature to remove
the seat of govermment, flatter themselves that they have
recsnily discovered a new fact which will extricate them
from their difficulty, and enable them to accomplish their
purpose. Itis thaty by the treaties of Nov. 7. 1825, and
of Auguwst 8, 1831, with the Shawnees of Missouri and
Ohlo, a large tract of lnnd, inclwling the Shawnee Mis-
sion where the Leglslature held its seesion, and the Gev
ernor éfMablished the execmive offices, was secured to
those Indians, with the guarantee on the part of the
United States that sald fands shall never be within the
bounds of any State or Territory, nor subject to the laws
thercof; and that the 19(h section of the Kansas-Nebraska
act provides that

¢Nothing in this act cont ained ehall be construed fo In-
clude any territory which, by treaty with any Indian tribe,
is noty without the eonsent of sald tribe, to be inciuded
within the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or
Territory; but all sueh territory shall be excepted out of
the buundaries and constitute no part of the Terrliory of
h anzag.”?

Upon the anthorily of these clanses of the treaties and
of the act of Congrees organiging the Territory, it 1s as-
sumed that the Shawnee Mission, where the Legislature
enacted thore laws, was not within the limits or jurisdic-
tion of the Territory of Kansas, and hence they were null
and voild. Without admitting, even by lmplication, that
the place where the Legislature shovld enact its laws
would to any extent impalr their validi'y, it 18 proper to
call the attention of the Senate to the fact recorded on
its Journale, that on the 10th of May, 1854, only a few
days before the paseage ¢f the Kavsas-Nebraska act, a
wreaty was made with these same Indians, by the first
article of which all the lands granted to them by the said
treatles of 1825 and 1831 were ceded to the United States,
and being thus exempted from the operation ef the guar-
antees In those treaties, were by the terms of the organie
act of Kansas Included within the 1lmits, and rendered
subiject to the Jorisdiction of sald Territory.

The second article granted the house in which the Legis- |

lature arterwagds held {te ressions, and the land uvpon
which the house stood, to the Missionary society of the
Methodist Eplscopal Clhiurch Sonth, in these words:—

«Or the lands Iying eastof the parallel line aforesaid,
there shull first be gt apart to the Migslonary Soclely of
the Methodist Episcopal Church South, to Include the im-
provements of the Indian Manna)l Lal.or School, three scc-
tions of land; to the Friends®? S8pawnee Labor Schonl, in-
cluding the irmmprovements there, three handred and twenty
acres of land, and to the American Baptist Uniony to in-
clude the improvements where the superintendent of the
scheol now resides, one hundred and rixly acres of land;
and alsn five acres of land to the Shawnee Methodist
church, including the mieeting house and graveyard; and
two acres of land to the Shawnee Bapt*ist church, inciu-
ding the meeting honse and gravevard,? -

The other articles of the treaty provide for the . sury
of these lands and for granting two bhundred acres to
each Shawnee Indian, fo be held as private property,
subject 1o such conditions as Congress should impose, and
recognise the right of the Legislature to lny out roads
and public bighways acrose the Indlan lands, on the
same terms as the law provides far their location through
the lands of cillzens of the United St-tes. The Rev,
Thomas Johnson, who was President of the Kansas Le-
gizlative Council, and also agentof Lthe Missionary Socle-
'y of the Methndist Epiecopal church, to which the lands
and Improvements belong, authorized the LegiMature to
use and occupy such portion of the buildings of which
he held the lawful possesgion, as they shounld find con-
venlent In the exercise of thela leglslative funetions..

Upon a carelnl review and examination of all the facts,
laws and treaties bearing uron the pointy, your Committee
aré'clearly of the opinion that the Shawnece Manual La-
bor School was a place to which the Leglslature might
lawfully acljourn and enact valid lawe In pursuance of tife
erganic act of the Territory.

We do not deem it necessary to Ingnire into tha expe-
diency of theremoval of the s*at of government, for the
reason that It cannot affect the valldity of the legislative
procesdinga. It s suMceient to state that the reasons as-
signed by the Governcer against the expediency eof the
measure were, first, \

&The loss of time (more valuabls becanae limited) which
our organic law allots to the Legislative sesslon.”?

And, secondlv,

¢Because it will iInvelve a pecuniary loss in view of the
arrangements which have becn made at this place for our
accommodation,”

As an offset to the mnfortunate eclrcumstance that the
people of Kansas would be deprived, for the period of
ten days, of all the advantages and protectlon which
were expected to result from the whoelesome laws which
the Governor had recommended them to epnact wpon all
rightful subjects of legislatlon, and to the peconlary loss
which wonld be sustained Iln consegnence of the re-
moval from Pawnee City; the mewmbers of the Leglsia-

- of July, more than three menths afterwards, and that

bill, and pay one dollar;? euch 1s declared to be the evi-

' States) bat whether this tax is levied on his perfonal or

"This is without any foundation, They elected no officer

e

ture, in their memorial to the President.of the United
Stutes, asking him to remove the Governor, state their
reagons as follows for the allegation, that there was an
ulnecessarry loss of three months? time, sfter the elec-
tion, in eonvening the Legislature, and that Pawnee was
not asuitable place for them to meeti—

“After the contest was over and the result known, he
delayed the assemubling of the body until the second day

toos when the whole Union was convulsed on accwmnt of
alleged outrages In Kansas Territory, and yet no law for
the punishment or prevention of them. When at last
they did meet npon the eall -of the Governor, at a point
where they had previonsly, in an informal manner, pro-
tested against being called, with 2n avowal of their in-
tention to adjourn to the point at which they are now
assembled, for the reasons that the requisite accommao-
dations cculd not he had; where there were no facilities
for cammmunication with their families or constituents;
where they could not even find the common food to eat
unless at an enormous expense, there being no gardens
vet made by the squatters: where the honse in which we
were expected to assemble had no roof or floor on the Sat-
urday preceding the Monday of our assembling, and for
the completion of which the entire S8abbath day and
night was desecrated by the continual labor of the me=-
chanics; where at least one half of the members, em-
ployees, and almost »11 others who had assimbled there
for buginess or otherwise, had to campount in wagons or
tents durlug a ralny hot season, and where cholera broke
out in consequence of the inadequate food and shelier,
and where, under all these circumstances of anneyance,
they finally paseged an act adjowrning to this point—Shaw-
nee Mannal Labor School—where ample accommodations
are provided, and wherethe Governar himself had pre-
viously made it the seat of government—they were met
by his veto, which !s herewith transmitted,??

Your comamittee have not considered it any part of their
duty to examine and review each enactment and provi-
sion of th= large volume of laws adopted by the Legl<lature
of Kansas upon almost every rightful suhject of legisla-
tlon, and affecting nearl every relation and interest in
life, with a view,either to their approval or disapproval by
Congress, for the reason that they are local laws, confined
in thelr operation to the Interunl concerns of the Territo-
ry, the control and management of which, by the prin-
ciples of the feceral constitution, as well as by the very
termis of the Kansas-Nebraska act, are confided to the
peaple of the Terr‘tory, to he determined by themselves
through their representatives in their local Leglslaturey|
and not by the conegress in which they have no represei-
tation to give or withold thelr assent to the laws npon
which thelr rights and liberties may all depend. Under
these laws marriages have taken place,children have besn
born, deaths have occurred, estates have been distributed,
contrarts have been made, rights have acerned which it
is not compétent for Congress to divest, 1f there cun be
a doubt in respect-to the validity of these laws, growing
out of the alleged Irregularity of the election of the mem-
bers of the Legislature, or the lawfulness of the place
where its sessions were held, which it is competent for
any tritunal to Inquire into with a view to its decision at
this day, and after the series of eventg which have en-
sued, it must be a jodicial guestion, over which Congress
¢an have no controly and which can be determined ouly by
the courts of justice under the protection and sanction of
the eonstifution.
~ When it was proposed In the last Conercss to annul b e
acts op the Legislative Assemtbly of Minnesola, Incorpor-

g certain railroad companies, 1h's committee reported

inst the proposition, and Instead of annnlling the jo-
cal legisiation of the Territory, recommended the repeal
of that clause of the organie act of Minnecsota, which
regerves L0 Congresg the rght to diespprove 118 laws,.—
That recommendation was based on the theory that the
peaple of the Territory, being citizens of the Uniled States,
were entitled to the privilege of self-government in obe-
dience to the coustitution, and if, In the exercize of this
right, they had made vige and Just lawe, they onght to be
permitted to enjoy all the advantages resulting from theny
while, on the contrary, if they had made mnwlise and un-
Just 'awe, they should sbide the eomseqnences of thelr
own acl#; until they discovere!, acknowledged and cor ec
ted thelr errors. 1t has been alleged (hat gross misrepre-
rentations have been made In regpect to the character of
the laws enacted by the Legislatore of Kansas, calenla-
ted, if not designed, to prejudice the public mind at a dis-
tance agningét those who enacted them, and to create the
impression that it wae the daty of Congress to interpose
and annul them. In view of the violent and@ insurrec-
tlonary mearures which were being taken to reeist the
laws of the Territory.a convention of delegates, represent-
ing almost every portion of the Territory of Kansas, Was
beld at the city of Leavensworth on the 14th of Novems-
ber, 1856, at which men of all shuades of political opinlons,
twhigs and democrats, pro-slavery men and free Stale
men, all met and harmonizeqa together, and fergot thelr
former differences in the common danger that seemed to
threaten the peace, good order and prosperity of this com-
munity. This conv: ntion was presided over by the Gov-
eror of the Territory, assisted by a majority of the Judges
of the Supreme Courty and the address to the citigens of
the United Stater, among other distingunlshed names hears
the signature of the United States District Atterncy and
Marshal of the Territory,

1t is but reasonable to aseume that the Interpretation
which these functionares have given to the acis of the
Kansas Legislat in this address will be obivious ia their
efficial exposition and execution of the game. 1In refer-
euce to the wide spread perversions and misrepresenta-
tions of those laws, this address rays:

“The laws pasged by the Legislature have been most
grossly misrepresented, with the view of prejodicing the
public against that body, and as an excuse for the revel-
utionary movements in this Territorv. The limils of this
address will not permit a correction of all the misrepre-
sentations, but we will notice some of them that have
had the most wide-gpread cirenlation,

It has been sharged and widely ctrculated that the Leg-
Islature, in order 10 perpetnate their rule had pasced a
law preseribing the qualification of wvoters, by which It is
declared éthat any one may vote who wiill swear allegi-
ance to the Fuglhiive Slave law, the Tansasg and Nebraska

dence of citizenshipy such the qualification of voters. 1In
reply to this, we gay that no such law was ever passed
by the Legislature. The law prescribing the goalification
of voters expressly provides that to entitle a person to
vote he must be twenty-one years of age, an actual in-
hahitant of this Territory and of the county or d strict in
which he offers to vote, and ghall have paid a territorial
tax. There is no law requiring him to pay a dollar tax as
a qualification to vote. He must pay atax, It s true,
(and this is by no means an nonusual requirement in the

real property, his money at interest, or as a poll tax,
muakes no difference—ttre payment of any Territarial tax
entitleg the person Lo vote, provided he has the ather gunal-
Ifications provide.! by law. The act gecemi to be carefully
drawn with the view of excluding all illegal and foreign
votes, The voter musi be an {nhabitant of the Territory
and of the county or distriet in which he offers to vole,
and he mnst have pald a Territorial tax. The Judgzes and
clerks are required to be sworn, and to keep duplicate poll
hoxer; and ample provision is made for cntesting elec-
tfons snd purging the polls of all legal votra.

It is difficult to see how a more suurded law conid be
framed for the purpose of proteeting the purity of clections
and the sanctity of the ballot box. The law do## not re-
quire the voters té swear To support the Fuogltive S'ave
law, or the Kansas and Nebraska bill, uniess he (& chal-
lenged., In that case he Is required to take an oath to
gupport each of those laws., As to the dollar law, ro
called, 1t 18 merely a pol) tax, and has no mope connecudon
with the right of suffrage than anv other tax levied by
the Territorial authority, and is to be putld whether the par-
ty votes or not. Tt is & mere temporary measure, having
no force bevond this year, and was resarted to a8 snch to
supply the Territorial treasury wilhh the DCCeBSary meabs
to earry on the government. ‘

1t hes also been charged against the Jegi<latore that
they elected all the officers of the Territory for gix years.

for six years, and the only civil officers they retain the
election of. that occwr to us at present, are the Auditor
and Treasurer of State, and the District Attorneys, who
hold thelr offices for four and not six vears. By the or.
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¢'vil ofticers of the Terr'tory all expired on the adjourn-
ment of the Legislature, To prevent a iailure in the jo-
cal adminisiration, and from necessity, the Legislature
made a number of temporary appolntnents, such as Pro-
bate Jwlge, and two county commissioners and a sherifl
of each county., The Probate Judge and county commis-
sloners constitute 1he tribunal for the travsactjon of coun-
ty business, and are investedk with the power to appoint
Justices of the peace, conustables, county surveyors, recoril-
er and clerk, &c.

Probate judges, counly commilssioners, sherifis. &e.,
are all temporary appointments, and are made e¢lective
Ly the people at the first annual election in 1867. The
Legislature could not have avolded making some tempor-
ary appointments. No election could have been held
without them. There were no Judges, Justices of the peace,
or other officers to conduct au election of any kind, until
appointed by the Legislature, It was the exercise of a
power which the first Leglslative Assembly in every Ter-
ritory must, of necessily, exercise, In order to put the
local government in moticn. We see nothing in-this to
Justify revolution, or a resort to force. The law for the
protection of slave preperty has also been nuch misun-
derstood. The right to-pass such a law Is expressly stated
by Gov. Reeder in his inaugural message, in which he
says:

A Territorial Legislature may undoubttedly act upon the
Guestion 1o a limited and partial extent, and may tempo-
rarily prohibit, tolerate or regulate slavery in the Territo-
rv, and in an absolute or modified form, with all the force
and effect of any other legislative acts binding until re-
pealed by the same power that enacted it. There is noth-
ing in the act itselfy, as las been charged, Lo prevent a
iree discusslonof the sulject of slavery. Its bearing on
society, its moralityy or expediency, or whether it would
be politic or Impolitic to make this a slave State,can be
discussed here as freely as In any State In this Unlon,
witheut infringing any of the previsions of the law. To
ny the right of a person to held slaves under the law in
this Territory 18 made penaly but beyond this there ls no
restriction to the discussion of the slavery qguestion in
any aspect In which it Is capable of being considered.—
We do not wish to be considered as approving of all tha
laws passed Ly Lhe Legislature; on the contrary, we would
state there are some that we do not approve of, and
which are condemned hy public op'nion herey, and which,
will no doubt be repealed or modified at the meeting of
the next Legisluture., Bul this is nothing more than
what frequently occurs both in the legislation of Con-
gress and in that of the various State Legislatures. The
remedy for such evils i8 to be found in pablic opinion, to
whichy soomer or latery in a govertnent like ours, all laws
must conform.*?

A few days after Governor Reeder disgolved his officlal
relations with the Leogisiaturey, on account of the remo-
val of the seat of government, and while that body was
gtill In sessiony & mecting was called by ¢“many voters”
to acsemble at Lawrence on the 14th or 15th of August,
1553, ¢“to take into conslderation the propriety of calling a
Territorial Copvention, prellminary to the formation of a
State gover~ment. and other subjects of pubiic Interest,””
At that meeting the following preamble and resolution
were adopted, with but one diseenting volee:—

“Whercas, The pecple of Kansas Territory have heen
gince its settlement, and now are, without any lawmaking
powery therefore, be |t

Resolved,That we the people of Kansas Terrltory«dn mass
meeting assembled, ircspective of party distinetions, In-
finenced by a common necessity, and greatlv desirous of
promoting the eommon goods do hereby ca'l upon and
request all boua fide citizens of Kansas Territory, of what-
ever political views or predilections, to cortsyltl together in
their respective election d etriets, and In mass conventions
or ptherwise elect three delegntes for each representative
to which such district {5 entitled in the House of Repre-
gentatives of the Legis'ative Assembly, by proclamation
of Governor Reedery, of date 10th March, 1855, sald dele-
gates to assemible in convention at the town of Topeka,
on the 19th day of September, 1865, then and there to
consider gnd determine wpon all subjects of public interest,
amd pariTeolarly on that having reference to (hé speedy
rormation of a8 State constitution, with an intention of an
Immediate application to be admiited as a State into the
Unton of the United States of America,”’

This meeting, so far as vour committee have been alle
to a<cortain, was the first step in 'hat serles of proceed-
Ings which resulted ju the adoption of a counstitution and
State government, to be put In operation on the 4ih day
of the present month, In suliversion of the Territorial
government estabilished under the authority of Congrees.
The right to set up the State government in defiance of
the constilut-d authorities of the Territory, 18 based on
the mesumption “that the people of Kangas Territory have
been, since its settlement, and now are, without any law-
makiong power? in the face of the well known fact that
the Territorial Legislature was theu In sessiony In pursu-
ance of the proclamation of Governor Reeder, and the or-
ganic law of the Territory.

On the Bith of September, a ¢Territorial Delegate Con-
vention?? assembled at the Big Springs, to take into consgi-
deration the present exigeucies of political affalrs, at
which, among others, the following resolutlons were
adopted:—

¢:Itesolved, That this conventlon, in view of “its recent
repudiation of the acts of the so-called Kansas Leglslative
Assembly, respond mast heartily to the call made by the
People’s Convention of the 14th ult., for a delegate con-
veution of the people of Kansas, to be held at Topeka on
the 19th inpst., to consider the propriety. of the formation
of a State conktitution, and such matters as may leglil-
mately come before it. ,

Resolved, That we owe no allegifee or obedience {o
the tvrannical enactments of this spurious Legislatnre—
that their laws have no validily or birnding force upon the

ple of Kansas, and that every freeman amohgst us {s
at full lbecty. consistent!y with his obligations as a citizen
and a man, to delfy and resist them if he choose &0 to do.

Resolved, That we will endure and submit to these laws
no longer than the best Interests of the Territory reguire,
as the lrast of two eviigy and will reelst them to a bloody
isgne as soon as we ascertain that peaceal le remedies shall
Fall and forcible reslstance shall furnish any reascnable
prospect of success, and that in the meantime we recoms-
mend Lo our friends thronghout the Territory the organ-
ization aud discipline of volunteer compuities and the pro-
curement and preparation of armns,”?

With the view te a distinct understanding of the mean-
ing of 8o much of this resolution as relates to the “or-
ganization and digcipline of volunteer companies amnd the
procurement and preparation of arms, it may be neces-
ATy to state that there was at that time existing In the
Territory a secret military organization, which had been
formed for political objrcets prior to the all+ged Invasion
at the election on the 30th of March, and which held its
firat ¢é21and encampment at Lawrence, Feb. 8, 1856.7

Your committee have been put in posaeesion of a rmal!
printed pamphlet, containing the “constitution and ritnal

| of the grand encampment and regiments of the Kansas

Legloen of Kangas Territory. adopted April 4, 1856,27 which,
during the recent distmjbances In that Territory, .was
taken on the person of one George F. Warren, who
attempted to conceal and destroy the same by thrusting
it Into his mouth and Liting and ehewing it. Alibough
gaom:what mutilated by the stooth prints? ‘it bears in-
ernal evidence of being a genuine documents authent!-
cated by-the oiiginal signgtures of G, W. Huichinson,
Grand General? and «J,. R, Geodwing Grand Quarter-
master.??  On the 1ast page was a charter of the “Rkansaa
Legion,” dauthorizing the ssaid George L. Warren, from
whose month the decum-ll was taken, to form a new
regitoent. as follawei— :

CHARTER OF THE KANSAS LEGION.™

¢“United Scates of Amerien, Territory of Kinzas,—
Knew all men by thee presenis, that We the Grand
Encampmentof the Kansas Legion, of Kansas Territo-
rv, hanva created, chartered and empowered, and by
ihese presents do create. charler and rmpower, Geo. F.
Warren to be —, Regiment —, No. — of the Kan-
gax Legion, and as such they nre hereby invested
with v 1] and &' ngular the authority and privileges with
which each and evers reg ment is invested, working
under a eharter from the Giand Encampment, In wit-
ness whereof we hereuntd set pur hands this sixteenth
day ef August, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-

ﬂr" n-W. H-[TTr!l'l'lﬂ.nq_ ﬂl‘ﬂ-“ﬁ ﬂl'l‘l'i'lf'llm

ganic act, the commiasions igsud by the Goverpor to ke,

Attest—F, Goopwin, Grand Quiurteiuaster.’’



