' "THE PAMIR FEATURE OF THE
EASTERN QUESTION.

ON the 11th 1nst. officinl dispatehes
were recelved in London from Cal-
cutta, stating that there had been
fighting between British forees and
the tribesmen in the neighborhood of
Gilgit, near the Pamir frontier, The
locality where the hostilities ocourred
1e also closs 'to the boundery line lately
claimea by Russla. The trihesmen
with whom the British troops are face
to face in arme are stated to be under
Russiun protection.

‘“We have made occaslonnl comment
upen the Russian movements, and
beld that they were & direct menace
to British India, to thehorder of which
the Pamir region is closely coutiguous.
The New York Worid of the 12th inst,
contains an interesting and elaborate
statement of the latest developments,
In@uding some detalls of the fighting,
concernjug which there wereonly bare
allusions in the regular dispatches.

According to the Wolld there is at
@ilgit » British agency, which s garri-
goned by Kashmirs, Indian Goorkhas
and a batlery of artillery. The tribes-
men of Hunza and Nagar, two towns
on the River Indus, almost opposite Lo4
each other, bave for some time heen
threatening the Chalt fort, held by a
detaghment of Kashmirs. This caused
Col. Durand, the British agent at Gil-
git, to make AD advance upon the
Chnlt fort for the purpose of relleving
the garrizor, Thie advance was mmade
early during the present month, for on
November 29th Colonel Durand wired
the Commander-in-Chler that he
phould move upon the enemy on
December 2nd unlees hg was previous-
)y attacked by the tribermen. He also
telegraphed that he feared that n
serious conflict was inevitahle,

Later information .apnouuced that
Fort Chalt was actually captured on
December Zod and thal seven sepoys
were kille®ind twenty-six wounded.
We here presentan extract exhibiting
gome upusually inieresling features of
the Huhting:

#Cplonel Durand, Captain Aylmer and
Lieutenant Babecock wero nerioua?
wounded. Severnl other officers. includ-
ing Lientenaut Gorton and others, were
slightly wounded. Captaio Aylmer and
Lieutenants Soisragon nnd Babeock dis-
pliyed extraordinary gallantry. Capiain
Aylmer led a sl.ornling party carrying a
gun-cotton petard, and o the face of a
shower of bullets Le dashed up to the iron-
hound: gate of the fort, aflixed the petard
to ir, lic the fuse, -retreated a shorc dis-
tance and then und the pleasure of hear-
Ing u deafenidg report. The petard had
blown the gato to pieces. Caplaiu Aylmer
and Licutenants Boisragon and Babeock,
followed by a bandful of Sepoys, then
made 3 dasb into the fort, and, after some
denpe:ie tghting caplured a field gun
which bad been used effectively ngainst
the atiacking pariy.” |
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diers nlso suceceeded in capturing nine
prisoners, The remainder of the trites-
men fled, leaving a number of dead in
the interlor of the fort as well as a good
many on the cuwide,

The arrival of the news of the con-
flict having 4aken place on the Pamir
frontier cuused much excitement in
the London clubs, Many ol Iudian
officers regardgd it as the most serioun
news that had come from India for a
long time,. Young officerd were greatly
elated And expressed the hope that the
long anticipated war with Russia was
about to begin,” It ie elaimed that one
officer of high rank, recently returned
from India, satd “there could be no
doubt that aftalrs on the frontier of
Pamir district had reached a most deli
cale and dangerous stage. The claims
made by Ruesia,’? he said, “must be
greatly modified before even n basis for
negotiations can be established between
the three nations concerncd—Russia,
China and Great Britain.”?

The importance of this ““affair of out-
posts’? grown out of the fACL of its being
recoguiized as ‘‘an open move among
many secret ones in the great game
that is being played hetween Russis,
England and China, with Eastern su-
premacy at stake,?’

In order to fuily understand the na-
ture of the conflict described ‘above,
it is nmecessary to be famillar with cir-
cumstances preceding #t. They ure
revived by the .Worid iu connection
with the accountgiven by that jour-
nal of'the capture of Fort Chrlt. The
notorious character of the intrigues of
Rugsia in the Pamir region was so
pronounced some time bagk that (o).
Durand, whose forces have just had
the encounter with the tribesmen near
Qilgit, was summoned to Bimla for a
conference with the Viceroy of India.
This conference took place in October,
and ns n result Durand recetved orders,
based upon probable events, whioh au-
thorized him to extend the military
-reod from: Qilgit to Chelt, This work
was begun as son ne the .Colonel re-
turned to his commbnd. It is consid-
ered possible by military men that the
present hostilitles origiuated in some
chance encounter beiweoon the tribes-
merpand the forces which werent work
building the road,’ Reinforcements
bhave beemn pushed forward to Gligit
ever simce the Viceroy became con-
vinced, iu hisconference with Durand,
that an~outbreak could not Jong be
averted, Their advance, however,
hae besn hampered by the prevalence
of snow-storms of uuusual severity,

The commencement of the difficulty
wasdn whiat will perbaps be remem-
bered as the Younghusband Incident,

The British officers’ and Bepoy sol-

whigh je*thus deseribed:
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‘‘Late last summer a pargy of Russians,
numbering eight officers, aixty bgrsemen
and forty infantry soldiers, made an ex-

loring  expedition  towarde Afghan

’bitrgl and the Chinege boundaries,
svhich all approach each other on ths
Pamir. Capt. Younghuskyand, # British
officer, and probably a Brigigh agent, was
then on a Journeyto Chingse Turkestan,
and hearing of the presence of the Rus-
sian detachment In questjon he started
out to meet it. At Bozal umbnz he mst
a Russian advanes post an g scnt word of
its presence to Gilgit, the ypeaest British
fort. The Russian party met by Capt
Younghusband® consisted f ten Cossack
infaniry soldiers in chirge of Bupplies.
Five Russian officers, n s rveyo! and an
escort of thirty mounted Comsatks, he
learned, had _Fone forwarg jn the diree-
don of Chitral. This last pyrty soon after
returned 1o Bozai Gumbayz and freated
Capt. Younghushand very well. The of-
ficer iu command, howavap informed the
British officer that Russia' clalined the
whole country up 0 the Knore Bahat
Pass. This party, under Col. Yanvoff
then went on to join 4 Rugrinn ndvance
party of sixty men and offjesrs Who were
on the Great Pamir.

"On the following day s pumber of
Russlan horsemen rode to Captain
rYouoghusband’s eamp, gp;rronnded his
lant, and their comimsnder, Colgnel
Yanoff, intormed him thgt -prders had
been received thnt mornjng from the
Russian Governor Geners) that Captaln
Younghusband and another British of-
cer with him, Lieutenunt pavison, were
to be deported to Chinese garritory.

‘Colonel Yanoff, howevyer, informed
Caplain Younghusband tiyat it be would
undertake to proceed thither without re-
entering ‘the Dewly-aDnexedterritory’ by
certain passes which kg pamed, the *
captain would be permittad tp KO alons,
otherwise he would be gucorted by a
detachment of Cossacks, [Jpder Protest,
Crptain Younghusband gagroed to do as
Sagrestsd and retired to ‘Iaghdumbash
Pamir, where be tnok Pracaut]ons to soe
that the Rnsstans did not ypove forward
on Hunza or sendarma to o Kangustls
without Liis being aware ¢ i, It would
appenr, however, that arm g yaveveached

unza, for it is from thag icenlity that
the present trouble commanced.

*When Captain Youngh pshand staried
for Bo-#i G‘:.lmbuy hegs@l:f,_bl,ieubenant
Davison, who is anid 10 hayg heeD travel-
ing in Eastern Turkestap during bis
lenve bf nhsence, to the Aljennr Pamir to
report to him the state ¢f pifairs there.
At the Alichur Pass Liey nant "Davison
was toitid by Colonel Yyupoff #nd his
Cousacks, nnd in spite of the protests of
Chang, the chinf Chinese qpeinl there,
the jientenant was taken Drisonel by ths
Russians, carried to Osh ,pg theoce to
Marghlian, At the lalter pjace he was
liberated at the request o Mr. Elliotts
secretary of the British gmpassy ab St
Petersburg, who haPpengg 1o be Lravel-
ing with the Russian Goveypgr (oneral.

“Licut. Davison evenghally reached
the Taghdnmbash Pass,wh ore he rejoined
Caplain Younghusbang, mhey Dboth
reached Gilgit ou Octobeyye 14th 8Dd re-
ported the whole affair to (31, purand.”

The latter had in the_meaillime
|been aotive and vigilg,t He de- ®
spatohed two officers ;4 ten men
Ienoh to cummunicate wity, the Afghans
for the purpose of indugypg the latter.
to biock the passes into. Qpitml- Both
of these expeditivns, hqevers [ailed
toacecomplish the object or thelr mis-
sious,

Wehave presented the foregoing de-
tails of nn Important jpiernational
i difficulty with consideral,jg rrjniess, uot




