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TTHEPHEim FEATURE OF THE
EASTERN QUESTION

ON the letb11 th lost official dispatches
were received in london from cal-
cutta stating that there had been
fighting between british forces and
the tribesmen in the neighborhood of

near the frontier ththee
locality where the hostilities occurred
is also clowclose to the boundary line lately
claimed by russia the tribesmen
with whom the british troops are face
to fateface in arms are statedelated to be under
russian protection

we have made occasional comment
upon the russian movements and
held that they were a direct menace
to british india to the border of which
the pamim region is closely contiguous
the new york world of the dinst

contains an interesting and elaborate
statement of the developments
loudingln some details of the fighting
concerning whichh there were only bare
allusions in the regular dispatches

according to the wooldwold there is at
a british agency which Is garri

k
by kashmiraKash indian Goorkhas

and a battery of axartillerytillery the tribes-
men of bunza and two towns
on the riverbiver indus almost opposite to
each other have for some time been
threatening the cwtcat fort held by a
detachment of kashmiraKash this caused
col durand the british agent at gil
git to make an advance upon the
ahalt fort forthe purpose of relieving
the garrigarrisonsone this advance was made
early during the present month for on

november colonel durand wiwiredred
the commander inncn Cahleblet that he
should move upon the enemy on
december 2ndand unless hp was previous-
ly attacked by the tribesmen he also
telegraphed that hebe feared that a
seriouserious conflict was inevitable
later information announced that

fort ahalt was actually captured on
December od and that seven
were twenty six wounded
we here presentpresentanan extract exhibiting
some unusually interesting features of
the fighting

colonel durandydurand captain aylmer and
lieutenant babcock were serioseriouslyusi I1

wounded several other officers includ-
ing I1lieutenant gorton and others were
slightly wounded captain aylmer and
lieutenantsLieutenantR Bois ragon and babcock dis-
played extraordinary gallantry captain
aylmer led a storming party carrying a
gun boiton petarpetard and in the face of a
shower of bullets le dashed up to the iron-
bound gidegate of the fort affixed the petard
to itir lit the fuse retreated a shon dis-
tance and then bad the pleasure of hear-
ing a deafening report the petard had
blown the gate to pieces captainCaptaiii aylmer
and lieutenants Bois ragon and babcock
followed by a handful of then
made dashadasha into the fort and after some
desdeaperperVette fighting captured a field gun
which had been used effectively against
the attacking partyparly tv

the british officers and sol

litersdiers also succeeded in capturing nine
prisoners theithe remainder of the tribes-
men fledbed leaving a number of dead in
the interior of the fort as well as ita good
many on the outsideout

the arrival of thethe news of the con-
flict having taken place on the
frontier caused much excitement in
the london clubs many old indian
officers regardedregard pd it as the most serious
news that had come from india for a
long time young officers were greatly
elated and expressed the hope that the
long anticipated war with russia was
about to begin it is claimed that one
officer of high rank recently returned
from india said there could be no
doubt that affairs on the frontierfrontierfron tiei of

district hadbad reached a most deli
catecale andand dangerous stage the claims
made by russia P hebe said must be
greatly modified before even a basis for
negotiations can be established between
the three nations concerned russia
china and great britain IP

the importance of this affair of out
postspoow grows out of the fact of its being
recognized as an open mmoveve among
many secret ones in the irestgreat game
thatthai is beinebeing played between russia
england and china with eastern su-
premacy at stake f

f
in order to fully understand the na-

ture of the conflict described above
it is necessary to be familiar with cir-
cumstancescumstances preceding it they are
revived by the world in connection
with the account given by that jour-
nal odthe capture of fort ahalt the
notorious character of the intrigues of
russia in tibe region was so
pronounced some time back that fcol01ol
durand whose forces have just had
the encounter with the tribesmen near

was summoned to simla for a
conference with the viceroy of india
this conference took place in october
and as a result durand received orders
based upon probable events which au-
thorizedzed him xoto extend the military
rood from to ahalt this work
was begun as soon as the colonel re-
turned to hisbis commandcommend it is consid-
ered possible by military menman that the
present hostilities originated in some
chance encounter between the tribes
meland the forces which were at work
building the road reinforcements
have been pushed forward to
ever slice the viceroy became con
vinced iniii his conference with durand
that an outbreak could not long be
averted their advance however
has been hampered by the prevalence
of snow storms of unusual severity

the commencement of the difficulty
was in whwhatat will perhaps be remem-
bered as the incident
which is thus described

litelate last summer a party of russians
numbering eight officers sixty horsemenand forty infantryfantryiii soldierssoldiera made an ex-
ploringI1 elpeexpedition towards afghanstoringhlitron and the chinese boundaries
which all approach each other on the

capt it9 british
officer and probably a british agent was
then on a journettjourneto Chichiaese turkestanTurkTorkestan
andd hearing of the presencepre of the rus-
sianslan detachment in question be started
out to meet it at bozal umbai he met
aajrussian advance post and sent word of
I1itsita presence to the britisheilish
fortfori the russian party met by capt

consistedconsi of tonten cossack
infantry soldiers in charge of supplies
five russian officers a surveyor and an
escort of thirty mounted Cocossacksmacks he
learned had gone forward in the direc-
tion of chittal this last party soon after
returned to bozai gumbazgumba and treatedcapt very well 1the of
floer in command however informed the
british officer that russirussia claimed the
whole country up to thie bhore bahatpass this party under colthen went on to join a russian advance
party of sixty men and who were
on the great

on aliethe following day a number of
russian horsemen rode kapp to cacaptaintain

camp surrounded his
tent aud their commander colonel

informedint ormed him that orders had
been received that morrmorningting from the
russian governor generallgeneral that captain

and another britishBri offi-
cer with him lieutenant DavdavisenDavislooncn were
to be deporteddeporte1 to chinese territorycolonel hovhoweverrever informed
captain ehrat if oebe would
undertake to proceed thither without re-
entering the newly by
certain passes which hlae nailednali aed the
captain would be permittedpermit tad tpto 8go alone
otherwise he would be escorted by a
detachment of cossacks under protest
C taip agreed to do as
suggestedd and retired to
kamii where he took precautions to see
that the russians did not move forward
on bunza or sendseed arms to thewithout hihie being aware of it it1 would
appear however that arnaarkrog havve reached
bunza for it is from that locally that
the present trouble commenced

when captain started
for bose gumbay he abut lieutenantLl
davison who is said to0o hawehave been travel-
ing in eastern turkestanTurk estanestam during his
leave bf absence to the ai chur to
report to him the state jof affairs thereat the alicher pass lieutenant davisonwas found by colonel andnd his
cossacks and in spite of the protestspretests of
chang the chief chinese there
the lieutenant was taken prisonerprison 1 hyby the
russians carried to osh0 sh and thence to
Marghmargolianlian at the latter place he was
liberated at the request of0 mr elliottrEllio
secretary of th british abas at stpetersburg who happened to bbe travel-
ing with the russian governor jeneralCeOe

aleutut leavisontfavison eventuallyevent ually reached
Pass where hebe rejoined

captain they both
reached digit on october and re
ported the whole affair to ool durand

the latter hadad in the iveanmeantime
i

time
been active andand vigilantt heee dee 11

two officers 1 n I ten men
each to communicate with the afghansAfghanit
for the purpose of indu tlethe latter
to block the passes into both
of these expeditions however failed
to accomplish the object of theirabr mis-
sions I1

wehave presented the foregofaregoing de-
tails of an important international
difficulty with considerable feltie VAAnot


