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general Chureb autborities. and pro-
posed Lo the members of the Church,
was accepled by them, they gave their
agaent to it,and It ja regulurly estsbh
fiched ag & rule of the Cburch by the
snnoaucement of tbe law 1o the people
and tbelr aeceptaoce of it. In il your
ides tbat common coneeut meaos
unsnimous consenl? If so, You are
wrong. Uovernmenl by nuanimous
coneent is cul of the guestion, utterly
impracteoable. Thete le no fseue that
cen arise in the Churob but what ecan
be eettled within tbe Cburch, To go
ogteive the Chiarob to settle any d fi.
culty that has arieen witbin the
Cbnrch means war upon the Obarcb—
an atter jnck of confidence Iin the la.
ati‘ailon whbich you and [ believe
God bes founded! I pray you no
longer entertain that thought.

Your proposition for the setllement
of tbe supposed difficulty is a novel
one, viz., tbe electlou of Mores
Thratober to the United Btates Senate,
which event, you eay, “*would Le
accepted by the selfesufficient leader
whose perecnal ambitlon to become
tbe diotafor of the Church is widely
believed, ss » warsing of [from] the
people, that mlthough their voloe ip
now impolent 1o the cyancils of the
Chureh, in tbe affairs of the Btate it
1s omuipotent.*’

1 wee extremely sorry when 1 read
thut remerk, and I wondered what
cloud of darkness gyuld poesibly bave
come over your miod; and in charjty
I must think yor wrote that peseage
withoat thcugbt, I pase over the in-
justice fyou do the member of the
First Presidency} to wnom you refer,
and come direotly to the conslderation
of your propoted seitlement of the smp-
pceed diffionlty, by the eleolion of
Brother Mnses Thateber to the Beaate.
You compiain ot the NEWS having
sejd that bis election tothe U,8, Senate
by the coming Utah Legisiature would
be sn *'ingult® to the Church} whereas
in your judgment bis election would
be a eettiement of the questions thai
heve srigen through the *'mantfesto,’?
and thet**tbe grest body of the Chureh
would feel bonored rather tbap nealt.
ed at tuch a heppy coneummation.'?

Let nseee: 1—The general Church
authorities formulated a role to be fol-
lowed by the leading Cburch officials
in respect to polities, which obtsiped
tbe approval of all the general author.
itles of the Chureb, except one of the
Apoetles, who was absent on 8 misrlon,
and snother Apostle who refuses to
aocept it because, as he alleges, »nd
that in the face of the protest of his
brethren to tbe contrary, it is Jutended
to be and will resultio the dominstion
of politles in the Btate by the Oburch,
and 1e, in fact, tbe forglog ot cbaine
for Lbe ensluvement of the people.

2—The aforesald Apostle refused to
sign it, but it went before the genersl
Conlerence of tbe Church snd wae
upbeld by the common consent of the
Church then assembhbled; snd the
A posile who refused to sign the docu-
mentembodying the rule l& pot pre-
sented hefore the opconference for
acceptnnce ag an officer o; the Charch;
tbet the rule promulgsted by the
autborities and accepted by the gene-
ral Conferecce might be more widely
accepted by the QOburch members, and
oul of respect for the very prinoclple of
oommon consent (whbich you seem io
think is abrogated by the polloy of the

Chbureb in this matter), the dooament
is preeented to the Siake conferecues
and, I think, even to the ward ocon-
farences of tbe Charch, so thet no
rule ever promulgated before by the
Cburch bae been more widely ac-
cepted by the Baints thuw thix ope,
por was tbe prinelple of common

conéent ever more (borcugbly ree-
vected. Bix mootbs - passed, and
apother general Conference of the

Chuatech is held; no action I8 takeo io
tbe case of Lhe suspended Apostle, but
extended explansiiope are made ar
to wby he ia smespended. Meaptime,
a politios]l csmpalgn s fvughbt oat,
In the pist the tuspended A postie
has been prominently in politics, any
Lhe year belore wee his party’s caodi.

date for Unpitsd Bistes Beuator.
But Iin tbhe campalgo of last fall
be i8 npot made n oaodidate for

the sunate, tbough B wsenslor Is fo be
chisen by the leglalature eleoted,
Notbing s said of bim In his party’s
platform, or the prinolple be js sup-
poeed In some way to represent by hie
oppoeition to bis bretbren. Thiscam
paizn wae Bt ils helgbht whben the
October Conference was held, at which
tbe rersnns why the A postle was pus-
pended fMom office were given, Bitill
Lbere was oo exception taken by tbe
political party of which he was &
member., No volce even from the
Mump waa heatd in prolest, B0 Iar as
I bave lesrped,—nolhing from the
editerial columus of his party’a press
appeared, Bul after the eleotion fs
over, and i wen by tbe Demooretle
parly, not on the issue, however, of
exception being taken ty the course the
Chatch bad pursued with reference to
Moses Thatcber, bul on guite difierent
ipsues,—tben Brotber Thatober eleps
forward and eprings upon the mem-
bere-elect to the Legislature an fssue
upon which tbey were not elected, and
asks them for their support, In bis
ioterview publlebed io the Balt Liake
Tribune, in which be spnounces his
willlngpers to become 8 capdidale (o
the Benste, he is quoted 8s eu¥lng:
“L preler private to pubiic llfe, snu
the pesce of the soclal @ircle (o the
etr 18 of politics, [II bed nof beep
placed In a position involving s great
principle, I could not be templed .0
acoept even the bigh office of United
States senator. But il Utsb, it-soung
Utsh feels that my selectlon would be
a vindicatloo of that for wbich I have
ocontended, and would aid in prevent-
fug the forging of chains upon the
people of thie Biate, I sbould rocept
the offics 0! senator should it be tex.-
dered me,’”” Brotber Thateber does
not ask to be elected oo any I eueof
the campalgn or because o! any peci.
lsr fitness of qualification he poscesse.
sbove ptber candidates, (tbouzh, in
my judgment, be Jdoes pusiess somk
quuittications superior to those of the
other candidatee’”’) but eolely because
of the slljitide be hae apeumed towards
the mo-called “manifesto.’” [Remem-
ber, that the overwhelming majority
of the Democrallo parly are of the
Mormon faith, Remember that the
Mormon people bhave almost unan-

imonely adopted the wo-called
“manjfesto? as a8 QOburch regn-
Iation; snd Moses Thatcher and

hie friends 8ek lhe members . ejepl
to tbe Leglsfature to peuvd him to the
Benste beonuse of his opposition to a
rule of tbhe Churcbh whioa they tbem-
selves ampsented to, Under these olr-
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cumstapces [ dp n.t hesitate to eay
tbat bis election to the Untled Btates
Benate wonld be s groes insult to the
members of the Mormon Cburob,for be
is virtoally aekivg thelr representatived
to elect him to tbe Bensale becanee he
18 8tll) opposed to & rule which they In
their capacity as QUburch members
bave sceepted by a free vote as 8 rule
of thelir Cburch.

1f he thioksthet they have spcepted
that rule uode-sfuress, or yleided to it
beceuse of thelr werkpees, or the over-
beuring tyranny of their leadere, then
ha 1peqits their menhood and tbelr n.
lelllgence, But sbould he sncoeed ju
beiog elected because of hie vpposition
to this Cburch regulation, lel no one
euppose thal it would be a vindication
o! Brother Thuicber’s coutse, for the
members.elect of the comiog Logisla-
1Qre are not elected with reference to
1bat question.

It that gquestion bad been before
tie people of Utab tn the lual eiection
and the Democrstio party had cham-
pioped the cause repreeented by Moerea
Thatober, viz;opposition to the Churoh
tule in question, favorsble ag wete all
other conditione f r Democratic puc-
ocess, there s not B mun of senee bnt
that knows there would have been wo
Demoeratio vie ory io Uwsd thila yesr.
Toe jesue be aska to be elecled on 158D
improperone io and of ftseil, becauee
be usks to be eleoted for bis v position
to a cbureh, It is duably an teproper
one because it was uol an lssue of the
campeign which resnited in 8 Demo-
eratio vietory, It Iz, in suddition, jm.
politic for the Demaocratie party, us it
would be in the nalure of B direct and
positive insult to the great majorily of
tbel party, and would not sngur wejl
for future Democratic control ol the
Biate of Uteh, Were 1 su evemy lo
Dem crecy, tnestend ol now aud al-
ways a0 ardent supporter of ir, I might
urge the Democratic legislators-elect to
take the course mow urged Upon theom
by the oblef organ of Rapubiloanism;
but B8 I aesire tp see the ground
gojoed by the Demoptatic party of
Uwsb maioleloed, I would to 1he best
ol oy poot abilities diesuade themn from
folluwing the course you propose. The
great principle of feparation uf church
and elale is in no dunger; nor is thers
any forging of cbaine lor elther the
Jimbse or minds of young Utab. Let
uA as RODD 88 poeeible bhave peace.

Very lruly yours,
B. H. RoBERTs,

NOTES OF STRANGE THINGS.

HELreR, Uiab, Janusry
7th, 1897,

I commenced tbe | iuruey of life No.
vember 5th, 1819; was torn in Erle
county, Penneyivanla, near the state
Ilue between Peonsyivania and New
York. The county was sparsely sel-
tled at that time. Ln tbat reglon of
ocouniry the pecple bad to make all
tbeir clothing and “whatever they
used,

[u 1825 my father moved six miles
wes!, turpugh u dense (orest, look a
olajm of one hundred acres of land,
apd commenced to clear and oultlvate
it and meke s home, The following
year aopnther femily moved In and
lponted two miles west of us. Father
apd myself went tc see our neigbbora,
and tbe meeting was pleasing to all.
When mes! time arrlved we were in.




