
THE DESERET
FURTHER PLUNDER contem-

plated
FOLLOWING is the text of the new

edmunds bill framed for the pur-
pose of helping the supreme court
of the united states boutotout of a judicial
muddle itt is fittingfilling that the bil-
ious and bibulous senator whose
antiaati mormon 11 fanaticism has put
the court in a hole should try
todoto do something vigorous towards
helping it out after the enactenactingipg
clause the bill reads

that any and all funds or other
property lately belonging to or in
the possesposse bioueblon of or claimed by the
corporation mentioned in section 17
of the entitledact an act to amend
an act entitled an act to amend
section of the revised statutes
of thothe united states in reference to
bigamy audand for other purposespurposesfapproved march 22 1882 at before
or since the taking effect of said
act in respect of which funds aniand
property it shall appear that there tois
no lawful p isseestun nor lawful
private right shall be devoted to the
use and benefit of the public com-
mon schools in the territory of
utah and the secretary of the in-
terior savshallJI take and receive the
same and dispose thereof for the use
aforesaid in such manner as shall

seemeem to him with the approval of
the president to be motmost expedient
and the supreme court of said terr-
itory is hereby invested with pow-
er and authority to make all neces-
sary and proper orders and
forthefor the purpose hereinbefore men-
tionedti p

it must be evident to every criti-
cal reader of tuethe act of 1887 furfor the
plunder of the mormon 11 church
that it provided for the confiscation
of its real estate only and that
merely for such realty asa it had
acquired since july 1862 itiio excess
of the value of and not used
exclusively for the worship of god
or for or burial grounds

the seizure of the personal property
was an afterthought originaloriginatingoriginat ng
with the lawyers and the utah su-
preme court the superior couri
in affirming the decree found I1ierap

halhai gone teyobeyondiad the law and so
announced that action would be
deferred till the october term in
order if possible to find some way
out of thedifficulty

now senator edmunds comes to
the rescue with what we think may
be fairly termed judicial legislation
for it is18 not only designed to solve

problem but is judicial in
itsito nature and operation

the only pretext that Isia or can be
offered to legally justify this pillage
of personal property is the judicial
assertion

that there do not exist any natural
persons or any body association or
corporation who are legally entitled

to any portion of said as
successors in interest of said church
of jesusjeana christ of latter day saints
nor are there any trusts of a definite
and legal character upon which the
court sitting as a court of chancery
can administer the personalpersonal property
hereinbefore set out I1

this tois the excuse given by the
utah supreme court

I1
now mark

the fact that the same court in the
same decision in which this pretext
appears judicially As the
fact

that since ahe passage of the act
of Congre february 19 1887 the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints has existed as a voluntary re-
ligious sect of which the said wilford
woodruff is the acting president and
has had duly designated and appoint-
ed by the probate court of said salt
lake countcounty itiin said territory in
purspursuancetiance of the act of congress
aforesaid the following named trus-
tees W B preston robert T burtonbarton
and john R winder to take the title
to and hold such real estate as shall
be allowed such religious sect by law
for the erection and use of houses of
worship parsonagespersonagesnages and burial
grounds

here there are both natural per-
sosonsna and trustees to whom the
personal propproeitypetty might have been
administered if the court had the
disposition to soao order the unin-
corporatedcorporated sect was the natural
successor to the incorporated wetsect
after the dissolution of the corpora-
tion by legiel etive act the mem-
bersbers of both were the same the
corporation itself was but the agent
of the churchcli urca or association or nat
ural persons who owned the per-
sonal property it could not be
claimed that they had either ac-
quired or held it illegally for there
Is no limit in law to the amount of
personal property which a religious
association may possess the restric-
tion Is only in regard to the
realty

but the court also holdbeld that there
were moral grounds for seizing thin
personal property namely that ouon
the dissolving of the corporation

there did not exist any trusts or
purposes within the objects and pur-
poses for which said personalwsersonal proper-
ty was originally acquired as herein-
before set out whether said acquisition
was by purchase or donation to or for
which said or aany partrt
thereof could be used or totowlakicwhichr it
could be dedicated that were not in
whole or in part opposed to public
policylicy good morals and contrary to
thet e laws of the united states I1 I1

let us see about this the act of
incorporation which is cited in full
in the decree sets forth the objects
and purposes for which said prop-
erty both real and personal was
originally acquired they were
to be used managed or disposed of
for the benefit amproimprovement erec-
tion of housesbouses for public woreworship11
and instruction and the well betagbeing

of sail church that is the church
of jesus Cchristh riot of latter ddayay satsaintoants

it is further set forth in the act of
incorporation that each and every
actct or practiceice so established or ad-
optedopted for lawlav or custom shall re
late to solemnities sacraments cere

consecrationsconsecrationti endowments
tithings marriages fellowship or
the religious dutteduties4 of mantoman to hisbis
maker inasmuchtua as the doctrines
prineoprinciplesples prapracticescicestices or performancesperformance
support virtue and increase mor-
ality and are not inconsistent with
or repugnant to the constitution otof
the united states etc

here are a number of uses to
which this property could be put
which no fair construction of lan-
guage can interpret to signify objects
or purposes opposed to public pol-
icy good morals and the laws of the
united states only one use there-
in can be so construed that isin for

marrmarriagesiageR PP there is no definite
reference in the whole act to poly-
gamy uror plural marriage but sup-
posingpost ug that is meant by or included

tinin the term marriages PY strike
thatthai word out eliminate from the
act all allusion to marriages 1 I andland
are there not a large numberdumber of
I1 use and purposes 1 1 named that are
perfectly moral politic and lawful
even in the eyes of the most vigor-
ous opponent of plural marrow
providing he tois not ididioticlotic or lu-
sane

in-
sane

furthermore the same decdecision
adjudges and decrees that

the temple block be and the
same Is hereby set apart toco the
voluntary religious worshipers and
unincorporated sect and body known
as the church of jesus christ of latter day saints and that the said W
B preston robert aburtonTB urton anclandyjohnJohn
R winder trustees appointed by the
probate court of salt lake county as
hereinbefore set out do hold manage
and control said property so setnot aside
for the benefit of said voluntary re-
ligious worshipers and unincorporated
sect and body and for the erection
and use by them of houses of wor-
shipshi and for their use and conveniencecon ventence
in tiethe lawful exercise of gorshin ac-
cording

ac-
cordine to the tenets of said sedsect andbody

here are uses which the court
Judiju dUallycally recognizes as legal and
which are the same as set forth in
the act deddefininga I1 ug them as those for
which the property whether it be
real or personal was originally
acquired 919 1 they are not opposed to

public policepolac good morals and the
laws of the united states 212 1 or
neither the act of congress nor the
decree of the court would have set
apart this realty furfor the purpose
aniand why should dedication of real
estate to the use and convenience IP

of the latter day saintssainte I1 according
to the tenets of said sect and bodhilbody


