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Dess to the principles of the Gospel.
This is the only place in the Cassin
Stake where water is tnore plentiful
than faring Iand.  The valley is
quile narcow and the lapd switable
for cultivation lies in parrow strips
between the erecks and the foot
of the mountains.

Che emallest ward in the Cussia
Btuke consists of nbout twenty fam-
iles of Saints residing in the Marsh
Basin, iu the immediate vielnity of
Albjon, the county seat, and is
known as the Alhien ward. Bishop
Wm. T. Harper presides. The
majority of the inhabitauts of that
section of country are non-**Mor-
mons.*’

Throughout the Cassia Stake we
found a spirit of vuion and peace
prevailing among the Baints, ns a
generul thing. ‘They are mostly
Four as regards this world’s goods,
1acing met with 80 many disap-
pointments and Lardships in their
eudeavors to briug these sterile
wilds under cultivation. Mosgt of
the people aresuch as have been iu-
duced to leave the more thickly
populated sections of Utuh aud seek
elsewhere for “room where they
may dwaell,*?

Yesterday moruing early: Elder
Kimball and myselftook leave of the
good people of Elba, and traveled by
way of Raft River, Rouud Mountain
Hpring, Rice’s Ranch and Pilot
Bpriuge tothis place, were wearrived
after dark, having traveled during
the day about A5 miles. Boon alter
arriving here one of our horses, be-
Ionging to the B. C. M. & M. A. of
Brigham City {the house which
Elier Kimball represents). died,
leaving us here in the midst of the
wilderness unable to proceed any
further untli another animnl can be
secured, but we are in the meantime
kindly entertiined by Mr, Peter
Gillesple, who has charge of the
ranch here,

Houtz’s Ranch i loeated in the
Great Curlew Valley mi the sink of
Deep Creek, 21 miles northeast of
Kelton l&n atation on the Central
Pacific By,) It i8 a fine summer
ranch, but we are told that the
wiulers are very severe, apd the
snow fall is unusually great,compar-
ed with that lu adjacent valleys.

ANDREW JENBON,

Hourz’s RANCH. Box Elder Co.,

Utah, April 25, 1880.

TRADITIONS OF A LOST RACE.

LFrom the New York Times.}

Whether the inhabitants of the
Yucatan Peuinsula, to whose
architecturnl skill the mysterious
temples and graven gods of that new
old world ure attributed, were au-
tochthonous or were the offshoots
of some one of the classified races
of antiquity will probably pnever be
determined until an interpretation
18 made of the records that are
carved in hieroglyphire upon their
historie¢ stone tablets, monoliths,
idols and temples.

These ancient heaps have never
been thoroughly explored, but such
research as hns been made only
demonstrates the depth of the mys-
tery—the complexity of the historic

problem that is preseuted to the in-|
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;belllgence of this lster day for solu-

tion. The arclieological reninins

are unlike these of any other race or

lace on earth—they are peculiar to
g’ucutan; and there have notb .yet
been found any evidence of a litera-
ture or of methods andstyles of
architecture which in the remolest
munner identify these people with
any of thehistoric rages.

AD almost universal predisposi-
tion to accept the Mosaic record of
the origin and deacent of mab as
conelugive, coupled with the diffi-
tuity of aceeunting for his origin in
any other manner than as descended
from Adam, has prompted certain
pedants to jump prematurely to the
couclusion that those ancient Yuea-
tecaus were hut the descendants of
the *‘lost tribes of [8rael’’ or of some’
ous of the Bemitic races. There is
nothing in the monumental remains
of these prehistoric Yucataps to
bear out the hypothesis of Asiatic
origin. Even the fragment of tra-
ditiou that l1as surs ived the vandal-
ism of the Spanish invaders contra-
dicts this hypothesis. [t relates to
the tribe of “Indinns* ecalled by
themselves the Quiches—a semi-
civilized, numerous and powerful
tribe, whom the Bpaniards tound in
possession of a fertile region in the
present Btate of Guatemaln, with
fortified eities and towuns.

Of this luterestiug people no rec-
ordy, no menuments remain except
itheir fast-crumbling stone houses
and protected esettlements, ¥Unlike
the race inhabiting or ence Inhabit-
ing the peninsula to the uorth of
them, they had no method of re-
cording history whatever, and left
no ingeribed tnhlets or mouuments,
no gculpture, and wvo symbolic im-
scriptions that have ever been dis-
covered, Their Luildings give evi-
dence of no such progress iu archi-
tecture as had been made by the
Yuecatecans, and there were uo
monuments of a fervent idolatry
aud saerificial religion such as eb-
tained among the Yuecatecans—the
builiiers of Uxinal, Palenque, Copan,
Quirigua, and the many other ouce
populous cities, of which there re-
wain only the parts that were built
of stone, and these ouly in broken
henpa. all overgrown with the lux-
uriant vegetation of the troples.

Unlike theothers,furthermore,the
Quiches handed down a consistent
traditional history of their origin

and progress to the time of their.

overthrow by the Spanisrds. And
this tradition, aceepted for what it

- is worth, clalms for them a descent

from the house of Terael; but this
same tradition says that :fley found
the country n]read}r juhiabited by
several tribes of *Indians” when
they invaded it and settled in it—
thus testifying to the existeuce of a
race older than themselves in the
country, and whose origin is not nc-
counted for. Their capital was
Utatlan,.a ¢ity built uponand arouud
an artificial terrnce of vast extent.
It was sitnated in 2 fertile basin sur-
rounded by snow-capped mountains,
Its only highway of approach was
protected by a fortress or stroughold
in the mountain pass, which the
Sprmiah invaders christened Santa
C'ruz del Quiche, and which was
built of stone on the top of a triple
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lerrace, vver 120 feet high, that was
congtructed of earth aud wasorigin-
ally faeed with masonry.

According to the tradition which
has survived the destruction of the
Quiches as a people, and which was
vl such exceptional, interest that it
wag deemed worthy of survival even
by the Bpaniards, the Kings of
Quiche and Kachiquel aud their
people descenued fromn the Toltecan
Ludians, who, wheu they came to
the country, found it already inhah-
ited by people of different nations,
but of one race, The story that was
handed down to them from father to
sou through the geueratious ascribed
to the Toltecane a descent from the
house of Israel. When they were
releasedl hy Moses from the tyranny
of Pharaoliin kgypt,and had reached
safutﬁr in the wilderpess acrose
the Red Hea, they lapsed into 1dol.
atry. To avoid the reproofs of
Moses, or from fearof chastisement,
and being fully determiped to ad-
here to their rites of human sacri-
fice—to the worship of Moloch— they
separated from Moses and his people,
and under the guidance of Tanub,
their chief, - parsed through many
vicvisgjtudesand by contiuuous travel
through many years “loward the
riging of the Bun, from oue continent
to the other, to a pluce which they
ocalled the SBeven Caverns, a part of
the kingdom of Mexico, where they
fouuded the great city of Tula,

From Tanub sprang the Toltecans
and frown the roysl house of Toltec
sprung the first Kings of Tula and

uviche. Nimaquiche, the Afth
monarch of the Quiche line and.
the bhest beloved of his people, was
directed iy au oracle to leave Tula,
with his people, who had greatly
multiplied, and journey southward,
beyond the kingdom of the Toltecs,
to a land which should be giveu
them for their own, The oracle

leased the people greatly, for the
and was crowded and strife be-
tween the unstious was becoming
constantly more difficult to avert.
They journeyed long, over a vaut
extent of couutry, until they arrived
at the lake of Atitlan, near nud
around which they secttled in a
country they called Quiche. Here
they became a prosperousand hapupy
people, bullt cities, cultivated the
fertile Iands, and begau to cultivate
the arts of peace.

Kicg Nimaquiche died and Ax-
copil, his son, succeeded him. A x-
copil had two song, and ou a day
when three suns were shining in
the heavens he divided his kingdom
in three parts, and established each
of his sons king over a new king-
dom. Before the death of Axeopil
his two gons were at war. This was
settled by his mediation, and there
was peace for two generations, Then
began war and bloodehed that did
not cease fur generationey, The
story of the beginning aud pYogress
of these wars bears a certain crude
similarity to the homerie chronicles
of the abduction of Helen aud the
Trojau war.

Bazam Achan, fifth king of Qui-
che, had a lovely daughter. the
Princess [xconsocil, whose personal
charms and sweetness of disposition
endeared her to all who were fortu-
nate enough to be admitted to her



