CHARACTERISTIC SMALLNESS.

THE commitment of Mr. €. W.
Penrose, by Judge Anderson, for
contempt because he declined to au-
swer a qQuestion which the Court
ruled to be proper; aroused a greab
deal of sympathy inthe community
for that gentleman. The whole
movement which led to his being
placed in custody of the U. 8. Mar-
shal is political, but into it religious
and social affairshave been dragged
by the ‘‘Libera)”’ party, sowme of
w hose most active leaders have con-
ducted the proceedings thus rar.

While Mr. Peurcse’s offense is
constructive contempt, he is, to all
sntents and purposes a  political
prisoner, being in durance because
he declined to personally give pub-
licity to his domestic affairs. He isa
gentleman ot well established ability
and standing in the community, and
all decent people even among those
who difter with him in religion aud
politics, will regret the position in
w hieh be is placed.

It ie an unspoken understaudinyg
among the Jjournalistic fraternity
that outside of differences arising
from divergence of opinion upon
public matters, there should exist
among them, whenever occasion
demands it, a cerfain degree of pro-
fessional amenity. When one mem-
ber is presumed to be at a disadvan-
tage, especially if he be placed in a
tight position on account of being
adjudged guilty of a mere techuical
offense, such as refusiug to answer
n question regarding his domes-

tic relations, it is mot the
rule for journalists with souls
to jump on him with both

feet aud gloat over what they
might consider his discomfiture. To
act in such a brutal fashion would
not be nagnanimoeus nor profession-
al. Insuch case the least indiea-
tion of generosity that could be
manifested would be a semblance of
deceucy in the shape of silence.
There i8 nothing of that manly
sentiment in a half-expressed wigh
that lhe posltion of the persoun
placed at a disadvantage be ren-
dered worse and more irksome.

But fresh water cannot be drawn
from a dry well. On the same
premise you cannot extract com-
mity from where it does not appear
to exist. Consequently circum-
stauces have long ceased to
Justify an expectalion of any-
thing like magnanimity from
the leading ‘‘Liberal’” journal
ofthis city towards those it esteems
to be its antagonists. It earries on
the conflict in & personal sense with
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[an opponent whose hands are tied.
It is not pleasing to see journalism
thus disgraced.

These comments have been super-
indueed by the following, which
appeared in this morning’s issue of
the chief “*Liberal’> organ of this
city:

“Penrose was not taken ouf to the
Penitentiary until 8 o’clock, and the
action of the officers in aliowing him
to remain in the city mntil that hour
was severely criticised by some. Dep-
uty Marshal Vandercook, who has
charge of the office in ihe absence of
Marshal Parsons, explaiued this by
saying that the penitentiary wagon
had to wait until that time for a pris-

oner, who was brought up on the
train.” ;

hibited under cover of the expres-
sion: “‘was severely criticised by
some’’—did not exist to any extent
beyond the corpus of the writer of
that paragraph. We are of opiuion
that it was confined to the more un-
manly and vindictive class of ““Lib-
erals,” to whom magnanimity to-
waril political opponents is almost a
deadly bane. Ira little of that lofty
sentiment were to be injected into
their composition the effect might
be disastrous, so perhaps it may be
well enough to leave them to wallow
in the juice of their own malignity.

THE USUAL DISH OF SENSATIONS.

IT aprEARS that Alvin Crockett,
a reputable citizen of Cache Coun-
ty, has heen arrested on a charge of
having been counected with the al-
leged murder which oceurred at
Payson in 1857. Qeorge W. Han-
cock has been committed without
bail on a similar charge.

It is perhaps unnecessary to re-
mind our readers that the main
facts in the case are as follows:

A young man named Jones com-
mitted the horrible and unnoatural
crime of inecest with his mother. Ag
a result of this foul deed, a child
was born. The community where
the offense wasg perpetrated were
disgusted and greatly iocensed
against the parties. This condition
of moral sentiment culminated
in a mob surrounding the house
where the brutal mother and son
lived and dispatching them. For
alleged participation in the doings
of the mob Mr, Hancock aud Mr.
Crockett have bLeen arrested on a
charge of murder,

As a matter of course the act of
the mob was lawless, and therefore
wrong. In thut respect it wason a
gimilar footing to like trausactions
that are daily occurring in almost

We hope the indecent haste ex- |

every part of the United States.
The public journalg furnish almn-
dant proof in that regard.

Most of the cases of recent ove
currence differ {rom the stale Pay-
son affair in the fact that numhers
of people are being lynched now-a-
days all over the Union who are
merely suspected of committing
gioss or heinous crimes. 1u the

Jones case the guilt of the partics

was clear and indisputable.

There is still another distinction
between the old Payson aflair and
many similar circumstances taklng
place at present throughout the
country: In many of those current
cases, prisons are broken open and
officers of the law overpowered be-
fore the obnoxious criminals can be
dragged out and strung up or shot to
pieces. These preliminary auxili-
aries are all additional lawless and
criminal elements, tagged on to the
Jynching proper. 1t does not ap-
pear that auy of these extra con-
ditions attnched to the antiquated
Payson homicide.

There is still another feature that
has a distinguishing aspect about it;
modern lyuehing cases, even when
aggravated, are seldom traced up
that the participators may be lezally
dealt with.

Then why is it that the Payson
matter is being resurrected and
worked over? Is it because of its
ancient character? Well, not for
that reason exaetly, notwithstand-
ing that there is a class of people in
this Territory who deal exclusively
in eriminal antiquities. They must
rake up the dead embers of the past,
beeause the live coals of the present
furnisli no opportunities. We are
now in the Jast balf 6f November,
and Congress meets in December.
The anti--Mormon?? bloody shirt
must be waved in the face of the
National Legislasure. Hence we
are im the wvery harvest of sensa-
tions manufactured from old and
tattered materials, which are
clutched, patched over with blue
and red rags, and flaunted by the
minority political party in Utah.
Thig is the stock in tiade of the
“Liherals.”

We bave no other idea than that
this accounts for the resurrection of
the Payson case, which is bu?
a part of the <“Libera)”” dish
of rotten eggs amd decayed
fish served for political purposes to
Congress and the country. It is a
constituent of the regular December
anti-*Mormon?’ meal upon which
the country and its Legisiature is
fed at opportune intervals It is a
wonder thnt the nation does not



