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the dire results that must jnevitably
fluw from such a coodition of affairs.
Will the Latter-dny Maints awake to
the situation .and try to stem the tor-
rént that threatens to engulf these that
are dearer to us than lite itself?

The choir sang the anthem:

God of Israel, hear our Prayer.

Benpediction was " pronounced Ly

Elder Geo. B. Wallace.

Evening Sesslon.
Service commencod at 7 o’clock.
The choir sang:
Lord, Thou w:li henrme when I pray,
I nm forever Thianal
1fear before Thee all the day;
Q may I naver sin.
Prayer was offered hy Elder Edward
Btevenson, after which the choir sang:
On the mountun topa nppearing
Lot the saered hernla atggrt-. E
ELDER ELIAS MORRIS

waa the first speaker. He said be had
been greatly edified by the timely
teachings of this conference; maay
thinga that he had thonght seriously
upon had been plainly and prefliably
portrayed. The instructions with ref-
erence tn ordinations to the Priesthood
foucd an echoio his heart. Qur young
men should comprehend clearly Lhe
Jmporinnce that attaches to minor
poritions of trust before they assume
greater ones. They should be well
. qunlified to fill any officein the Prieat-
hood before being ordained to it.
Promotions (rom the lower to the
higher order of Priesthood should be
made with the greatest of cautio: and
according to the faithfuloees and unp-
derstanding of him who is promoted.
The Priesthood cannot be purchased
with money, Individual merit and
qualification © nalone wshould be re-
warded.

ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON

next addressed the congregation. The
jnetructione of the coniference had
been such as to reaswaken thoughts
upon which he had seriously reflected.
Allusiona had been made to the reporta
of the Elders’ guorums of this the
largest and mest important Btake of
Zon. Inconsequence of it being s>
coneplcuyue it should be ap example
tu all the others. The genernl laxity
in the Etders’ quorums was to be de-
plored. What could be dope inthe
way of euring this neglect was a per-
tinent guestien. Allusion had been
made to the fact that mnny who had
been ordained KElders were without
previous experience; this was a viola-
tlon of a naturnl and divine law-—that
of graduation. 'To confer an office of
80 high a character upon an untrainey
and consequent’y unqualified person
wae like placiog au uptutored chiid in
an ndvanced ciass at school,

Ifa young man, desirous of belng
married, was unfitted to receive the
Priesthood, then was he also unfitted
to receive the blessings that pertajned
to the covenant of elernal marriage, [t
the union was consummated outside of
that covenant, the parties had ne elaim
upon each other or upon their children
after death, unless steps should pre-
vlvusiy Le taken lo render the aswocia-
tlons continuous.

The affection with which a mother
regards her offspring le iltustrated
when the band of death is fald upon
her litlle one, even ln cusen wliere the
separation is merely temporary. Her
heart is torn with poignant grief. Al
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iotelligent Latter-Day Baints compre-
hend the broad significance of the bond
by which the sexes are united in the
new and everlasting covenant. Those
who are wedded outslde of it will lud
that the separation between themgelves
and children will be made perpetus]
unless secured to them as God had or-
dained, i

The spenker next dwelt upon the
eocial condltlons of the community,
and expressed the belief that they
were lending the young people and fno-
cidentally older ones away (rom an
appreciation of the hleasings and bene-
fita 0 the Gospel, and from their dutles
a8 3aints. Tue Liord, In the early rise
of the Church, evidently foresaw the
present situation, and through the
Prephet Joseph warned His people to
“heware of pride,> lest, in the day
when many of them would be rich,
they shouid become “like the Nephites
of pld.” That ancient peopls who
dwelt on this continent seught lor
wealth and many obtained it. Be-
cause of their riches, fine clothes and
superior facilities for education, they
became proud and held their heads
high in the air, regarding their poorer
brethren and eisters as If they were
made ol inferior material. Similar
conditions exist in our midst today
amoong profcesed Latter-iay Sajnts,and
the situation was not a delectable spec-
tacle. Clase distinctions were becoming
marked, and people were so proul
ol thetr finery that they delighted to
have it described before the gaze of the
public. This was a deplorable exhibi-
tion of human wesknpess. Christ, the
Redeerner of the world, when He left
the courls of glory and appeared in the
capaeity of 8avler of mankind, in His
week and lowly condition,was spurned
as unfit to enter what were regarded ns
the bighest circles of Jewish soclety.
Were He to appear now, in the same
faghion sa tben, it I8 doubtful whether
He would be copsidered fit to mingle
tn bigh-toned society of this gily today.
composed In part, at least, of some who
profess to be His fullowers. SBuch dis-
tinctions in the community were ohject
1 ssons, especially to the young. 'They
led the youth of both sexes in the direc-
tion of frivolous and extravaganthab-
its. A purson had informed the sprak-
er that he knew of a number of young
men wWho wspent everything . they
earned, and perhaps more, in urder to
have the opportunity of floating with
thie bhigh society stream. BSBuch an am-
bition wae far from lofty,and exhibited
(8 narrow view of the graud object of
human existence. There were many
agela) conditiones ealculated to draw
people away from the path ofsalvation,
and were greatly to be regretted, but
the duy of rectification wenld come,by
the operation of God’s economy in re-
lation to His work.

PREBIDENT ANGUS M. CANNON
said that the High Councll had passed
a resolution to the effect that the
young men should be trained and
graduated in the lesser priesthood be-
fore being ordained to the office of
Elders. Many who have been ordain-
ed 1y the latter office have been
coreless and indifferent. Theeeshonld
repent or be anspended from the
Church. TheRavior in His adminis-
iratlons to the Prophet Joseph said he
wanted men who would keep His
commandments and carry out His in.
struetions.

—_—

_The Lintter-day Balnts were a blessed
peopie. This once barren waste had
been made fruitful and productive,
Qur people were prosperous and happy,
despite the pressure that had been
brought to bear agaiust them. One
fact we should take to Leart
was that we were hecoming
wore Hke the world. The coutro} of
our city was in the hande of strapgers.
Qur men were no longer emploved on
the rallronds they had bullt; they were
belng made hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water. This wan not an encour-
mging apectacle,

Riches were all right whe put to
proper use, but they would avail a man
nothing if he lost his salvation. OQur
families were heritages lrom (Jod, As
thelr custedinne we should be vigilant
in our watchcare over them. We
should s0 live that when sickness
comes we couid ark God (or His hless-
Inga with the aseurance that they
would be freely given. Blasphem
ahould Le shunped in every form. If
we heard etrangers sposk of earthly
‘alhers an they do of God, we would
resent it as the greatest ingult,

Twelve tliousand dollars had been
contributed towards the completion of
the Temple Juring the last five months.
More than $100,000 woeuld be required
for that purpose. The Liatter-day
Baints should sese to it that the saared
edlfice wns flolshed lu a proper man-
ner.

President Cannon advised the people
to be honest in the payment of their
tithes nnd offerings and the Lord
would bless them, nnd their chiliren
would see that they were sincere in
thelr pretensions. He continued for
some tline speaking on many import-
8Ot points, nnd giving excellent in-
tructions, some of his remarks upon
prevalent social dlstinctione among the
Baints being delivered with much force
and emphasls, He deplored the en-
Licements that were eeducing many of
ihe young from the faith and dutfes of
the Gospel, and requested all whe
loved the truth to exerciee an influence
for good. The discourse was impres-
slve and appropriate, and a brief Aynop-
slrn cannot convey an adequate jden
of it

The choir sang the anthem:

Let the mountains shout for loy.

Benediction by A postle Abraham H,
Cannon,

Conlurence then ndjourned for dix
months,

DEATH OF ROBERT THOMAS.

Bunday, February 25th, at § o'alock,
Elder Robest Thomas, of Peovo, died
at his residence In that town. The
deceased eame to this valiey in 1847,
entertng it, in compahy with Oraon
Pratt and Ernstus Boow, on the 22qd
of July of that year, two Jays
ahesd of the main body of Pjo.
neere, He was also a_ Pioneer of
Provo. He settled on the site of that
city in the spring ot 1849, He was
Major of the Nauvoo Legiou an i took
part in all the confl'cts with the In-
dians from the earliest Jays of the
gettiement of Uiah. Tbe funperal
service will be held tomorrow, atl
o’clock, jo the Provoe meetinghouse.
Brother Thomas wasa man of sterling
integrity.



