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“ENLIGHTENED PUBLIC SENTI-
MENT.”

Editor Gazetie—“Society hasa per-
fect right to prohibit offenses against
an eniightened publie seutiment.’?
The foregoing is an extract from the
late decision of the Supreme Court
ot the United States, in the appeal
of the Latter-day Baints from » de-
cisiou of the Supreme Court of Utah
which justified confiscating the
property of the Mornnon Church.
Let us see what this means. By an
“‘eplightened public seutiment’’ is
doubtiess meant the public opinion
of the ma_!'orit.y of any nation or
people. This principle certainly
has the sanction of antiquity in its
favor. As far back as history can
take us it ias been in force; and it
seems strange, very strange, that
the misguided Mormnons should ob-
Jject to it.

To show how universal has been
the application of this principle in
all ages, and liow unreasonable the
Mormons uare in opposing It, we
present a few examples from sscred
and profane history, promising, how-
ever, that they are not =a tithe of
those we might produce. Going
back no farther than Noah, we find
he predicted a flood, and warned
people to prepare for it. But public
opinion at once voted him a fool,
or insane. How could such a thing
‘be? Lt was siinply absurd. So the
pablic went on in its regulation
manner, while poor Noanh drank to
its dregs the cup of unpopularity,
But somehow it came abnut thal
Noali was right after all. We cap-
not at this date tell exaetly how it
was that public opinion was 8o mis-
taken in thig nintter, 52 pone of its
advoceates lived to give lo the world
theirside of the question.

But of one thing we are certain:
public opinion was umversally
against Noah, and ag= good, loysl
citizen he should have given in and
acknowledged his error. A man
named Daniel oncegot into a  bad
pusition through venturing to brave

ublic opinion. It had been made a
aw of the land that no one should
pray to any God except the one
adopted and patronized by the “en-
lightemed public sentiment’ of the
nation. Wilh brazen effrontery
Daniel prayed to the God of his
fathers, thus showing an unpardon-
able contempt for public opinion,
and auopen di~ulicdience to the law!
Buch hardinouy, such evident treas-
on, merited the severest punishment,
snmething worse than disfranchise-
ment or confiscation of worldly
ruar, and he got it; he was thrown
to the lions as a tid bIt, u sentence
fully endorsed by ‘society.'* To
cap the climax of offense, the Gol
to whom Daniel prayed actunlly de-
livered him from death! \Was ever
before -uch Jdisregard shown to the
dictum of an ‘‘enlightened public
sentiment?’

Lo later times we find that Jesus
of Nazareth was put to death hy the
power of public opinion; true, Pilate,
the Roman goveraor, in giving him
to death, said he could find noevilin
hiin, bat the wenlth and enlighten-
ment of his nation were unequiv-
ocally agalnst him; and according to
the decision of the supreme court his
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execution was perfectly justifinble,as
it officially announcea that society

! they chose to brave it on the paltry

plea that their manhood was at

has a perfect right to prohibit offens- | stake—Ilet them suffer—Le made ex-
es against an enlightened publicsen- | smples to deter others from like folly

timent. As to the means to do this,
it is immaterial; we are led to sup-
pose, anything will «do; *‘the eud
justifies the means,”” as the Jestits
proved to their own satisfnetion at
least, long ago.

Btrange as it may appear, although
Jesus was put to death with the full
ugaction of ‘‘society,’’ there were
some who would not take warning
by his fate, and although ‘‘society*’
endeavored to remove so foul a blot
L.y hapnging, burnicg, sawing asun-
der apd by other mesans equally
efficlent, those ignorant, misguittd
people who had no status whatever
in soclety, but were unanimeusly
voted ite offscourtngs, steadily con-
tinued to grow in number until the
Roman empire was obliged to take
the matter in bhand. Undeniably
the Roman empire at this time was
the most enlightened on earth. It
contained with in itself all there was
of enlightened government, of liter-
ature, and of art, and under such
circumstances had an undeniable
right to prohibit so grave an offense
agalpst “‘public sentiment’’ as the
religious helief of thege Chrigtinns.

8o in the name of morality, reli:
gion and ‘an enlightened pub-
lic sentiment,’’ various emperors
employed all their power to put an
end to the heresy. Hundreds of thou-
sands of these pernivious aretch-
es were killed with every torment
society could invent, Not only were
the fagot, the rack, and the mare
merciful ax employed, but tender,
refined maidens were thrown into
the culliseum. to be chused shriek-
ing around the arena pursued by
bloody-fanged wolves amft.igers, and
finally torn in pieces before an atl-
miritig audience of the most enlight-
ened society in the then known
world.

But alas! all this peraistent effort
of society was in vain. The blot
would not be washed off’ hy hlood.
however abunidantly used; it only
fixed the blot more indelibly.
Btrange. that a people so professedly
meek as the earty Christians should
be so obstinate, and regardless of the
wishes of society.

During the following centuries
men continually braved “public
sentiment,’’ being called sometimes
Hussites, Waldenses, Albigenses
and Wickliftites; but death by fire,
the rack, and torture inflicted by
an outraged public opinion con-
clusively proved these heretics
wrong; a conrlugion disputed by
none except the few remaining
hrethren of the dead, who as much
as possible—and very properly—
withdrew from society and lived in
caves and forests as outcasts their
property confiecated and a price set
upon their heads.

Let no one say that this was cruel
antdl unjust. These people had
voluntarily outraged the “‘emiight-
ened publie sentiment’’ of the age,
and severe measures musl be em-
ployed against them. If they suf-
fared, it wns their own fault. All
they had to do to save thelr lives

wasto give up their notionr anii ba
in accord with public opinion. If

or self-will.

Among such peace disturbers
Marctin Luther gained a notoriety
very unenviable in the estimation
of society in his day. He certain-
ly was very contumacious, and had
no regard for “‘public s ntiment,”’
which was almost unanimous that
he should be Lorped alive—the pre-
valent method of convincing here-
tice—but unfortunately for society
he was ableto die in his bed, This
was Bad, but it seems that we can’t
have everything our way in this
world.

The Puritans must bave been a
bad lot in Engiand, for we find that
they, too, dared think for them-
-elves and oppose [%)uhlic epinion.
But they had to suffer for it, many
of them dying as exiles on the
dreary coast of New Hngiand.
Berved them right; they should have
heen like other people,

But they got even by persecuting
the few Quakers among them who
were so insane ag to dissent Nom
the established public sentiment of
Massachusetts, They were promptly
banished, under pain of death if
they ever returped to  Boston, but
the public opinion made short work
of them upon the gnllows, and eo
mociely vindieated itself.

And now descendants of these
Puritans would persecute the Mor-
mons, justas they themselves hau
heen in England. The ignorant
Mormoug c¢laim that the Constitii-
tion guarantees equal rights to all
gitizens of the republie, irrespective
of color, religion, absence of religion,
jolitics, education, or color of hair
and eyes,

They simply ask e%ual rights; they
ask to be considered innocent until
indicted and convicted of crime by
establiehed course of law. They plead
fur the same protection of the law
or punishment by it as other citi-
zens—no mory, no less. How ahsurd
auch & demnnd, when the highest
court in the land enunciates the
principl e that constitutional law ie
not to govern in such matters, but
an ‘‘enlightened public sentiment’'—
in other words.popular clamor!

But a very disquietisg remem-
berance here beginsto trouble us in
this Mormon yuestion, iu view of the
fact, as proved by past histery, that
no persecution, however unrejienting,
ever did effect its purpose.  This is
truly discouraging. Theblood ofthe
martyr has always pourishel the
Chureh,aud his last faint, trembling
sigh, born to heaven amid flame and
snolke. has more than once swelled to
a tornado.

But thaugh we cannot extinguish
Mormonism in this age in blood and
flame something must be dope;they
are democrats] That is much wor e
than being deladed religionista—
that would be nothing-—but demo-
cratg! they must at least be dis-
franch sed. Help, republicans! This
is no time for equity, fairnessor
justd. I hespoils of office and of
powner ure nt Biake. We must re-
tain them if we trample all true re-
publicans under foot and tear the
Constitution to threais—J/ H. M
in Phentz (Ariona) Gozelte Meay 30.



