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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

WE have had a very interesting
Conference, and a great many
thoughts, ideas and reflections have
been presented to the people ina
clear and pointed manner, and 1
have been pleased to see the unani-
mity and harmony that have existed
in our midst. And while I aitempt

F

to speak to you I shall ask an Inter-
est in your ers that I may oe
strengthened to peform the labor.

It is difficult for & people to under-

stand and to retain everything that
may be said in a Conference like
this, where there are so many sub-

| children of Israel
t they did not originate the|is

one of his descendants, fulfilled that
decree.

Again in later ages when the

in
method of their own deliv
nor point out the way for its accom-
Iingg:unt'. They were in a stats of
Bondagu and vassalage. God. raised
them up a Moses, revealed His will
to him, set him apart for this mis-
efon, told him what to do, and after
some little difficulties arising from
human weaknesses were removed,
Moses was accepted, and the Lord
became his instructor, and ;|:mmu|11Lt¢:svt:l,1
out in all instances the cource
that he should pursue, and
in what manner the children of
Israel were to be delivered, and He,
the Holy One of Israel, gave them
His law and ordinances and reveal-
ed unto them His will, and stood by
and sustained, guided and directed
them. This ralvation did not come
from the people, it did not originate

jects dwelt upon and 80 many prin-

ciples enunciated; but it is a great | the source of all truth, all Jight, all
blessing for us that we are situated | intelligence, all
possess the | The time at length arrived that the

a8 we are, and that we

inteiligence which has been commu- | Son of God was to come.

nicated from time to time. Many
t and precious principles having
raveailad untlg tm, -

n or us ry compre-
h:gﬁaym, that we may understand
the pozition we occupy before God,
before the world in which we live,

and before the intelligences thal ex’ | mother by an angel, and His birth
ist behind the veil in the eternal|was heralded to shepherds by an
We have a great and im-.| angelic host, and the wise men of
portant mission committed unto us, | the East were led by His star to

worlds.

and itis for us to seek to compre-
hend that mission and [ful-
fil the various duties and res-
Ponuibilil;au devolving wupon us,
fhe Lord has given unto us a form
of government, an organization,
priesthood and suthority to enable
us to perform these several duties,
and he has certiaiu plane, purposes
and designs to accomplish pertaining
to us, pertaining to this nation, to
other nations, and to the world in
which we live,—periaining to those
who have lived and are now in
another state of existence, and also

rtaining to those who shall yet

ve.

The time In which we live is de-
nominated in Scripture ‘“the dispen-
sation of the fulnesa of times,”
wherein it 1s said God will gather to-
gether all things in one, whether
they bs things in the earth or things
in the heavens, This dispensation
embraces all other dispensations, all

rinciples and powers, rights, privi-

, immunities and developments

that have existed among men in the
various msges that are past. This
globe did not originate with man,
nor was it constructed, designed or
manipulated by him, nor were any
of its organisms, sencient or inani-
mate; for we are told that in the be-
ginning God created the heaven and
the earth and all that in them is;
nor did this dispensatiopn with which
we are asscgiated, nor have any of
the dispensations associated with
the works, plans or designs of the
Almighty originated with man,
After man had fallen, and it became
necessary that he be driven from
the garden, it needed the interpoai-
tion of the Almighty, for as is said
in the Book of Job it was necessary
to ““deliver his soul from the pit; [
have found a ransom.” That ran-
som was the Only Begoiten Son of

God who offered himselt in the'be.|of everything that tended to develop
ginning to meet the demands of jus- | & knowledge

tice, to carry out the purposges of the
Almighty, and to be a Bavior and
Redeemer to man. Adam Was per.
fectly helpless in this respect,
and it neéeded the direct interposi.
tion of the Almightiy for the accom-
plishment of this object. In the
patriarchal, or antedilavian age,
when men were put in possession of
any hope, any intelligence, any
knowledge, or any revelation per-
taining 1o God, these things did not
originate with man, they came
from the Lord and were given by
inspiration; and when on account of
the wickedness and corruption of
mankind the old world had to be de-
stroyed, & way was provided for a
small remanant to be spared. By
whom? By man? No. .God dicts-
ted it. The DProphets prophecied
about it, 'They taught the antedi-
luviane as the people of thia day are
being taught, they warned them of
the impendipg ruin that would,
overwhelm them, of the prison
house to which they would gou, and
of the wrath and indignation of
Heaven which would be poured out
upon the peoples of the earth, It
came to pass as they had declsred,
But God provided a way for the per-
petuation-of the human family. It

t becomes | the sects and

with them, they owed it all to Ged

made in the image of God, and as

God is the God and Father of the |

were in bondage{epirits of all flesh, it is His right, it |gaged preaching this Gospel, but

His prerogative t{o commu-
nicate with the humsan family.
We are fold that there is a|
gpirit in man and the inspiration of
Almighty giveth it understand-
ing. God having made the earth, |
le to inhabit it, and

made the peop
made all things that exist therein,
has a right to

has a right to dictate,
make known His will, has a right
to communlicate with whom He
will and control matters as He sees
proper: it belongs to Him by right;
and He has seen proper in thece iast
days to restore His Gospel to the
earth, and, as [ gaid befcre, intelli-
gence cleaves to intelligence. We
read in the Beriptures concerning
man being a son of God. We read in
the Scriptares about men becoming
the adopted sons of God through
obedlence to the Gospel.” Hence it
is said: ““Now are we the sons of
God, and it doth net yet appear|

power and blessings,

Neither
the Scribes and Pharisees, the High
Priests and Baducees., nor any of
ties of the day
comprehended the things that were
about to transpire, and had nothing
to do with bringing them to pass.
His advent was snnounced to His

Bethlahem of Judes where they
found the infant Savior, whom they
recognized as the Me:siah, and to
whom they brnught presents of gold,
frankincensge and myrrb;and whom
they wnrahill;ped.

Is is sald in speaking of the Son
of God that he did not come to do
His own will, nor :oui-g out His
own p y nor to fulfll any par-
ticular p ¢f His own, but He
came to do the wlll of His Father
who sent Him.- Jesus in selecling
His disciples took one man here and
another there—a tax gatherer, a
fisherman, and others who it was
thought were the most unlikely of
any men to carry out the purposes
of God. He. left the great
men out of the guestion,
thet s the High _ Priests
and the
classes, and he selected His own
Iaborers to perform His own work;
and He subsequently told them,you
have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you and eet you apart unto
this mission. When a meseage had
to be proclaimed to the world in
these last days the agents were
chosen on the same prineiple. There
was any amount of teachera of di-
vinity, any amount of professors of
theology, any amount of reverend,
and might reverend fathersand all
clasges of religious men and religi-
ous teachers; but God did not recog-
nize them. He chose a young
aneducated man and inspired him
with the spirit of revelation, and
placed upon him & misgion and re-
quired him to psrform if; and he
was obedient to that require.-
menf, 1 speak of this to show
that we none of us had any-
thing to qdo with the Introduction
of this work, but that, as in all cther
dis ations in the various ages of
the world, God was the criginator

of Himself and of his
plans'and purposes; to unfold the

| past, to develop the present, and to
make manifest the fature.

To whom are we indebted for this
book, called the Bible? We are told
that holy men of old spake as they
were moved upon by the Ho
Ghost. And from whence did they
receive that Holy Ghosi? Not of
man, nor by man, but by the reve-
lations of God, through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. We soemetimes
feel to exalt ourselves a little in the
poeition that we occupy pertaining
to the Priesthood, pertain!t:g to our
organization, and pertaining to ordi
nances, etc. YWhat have we to glory
in? Nothing. None of us knew any-
thing until it was revealed. None of
as conld gomprehend any of these
principles only as they have been
paade manifest. Bat by obedience
to the Goapel we have received the
Holy Ghost, and that Spirit takes of
the thinge of God and shows them
tous. We have received this and
hence have been baptized into one
baptism and all partaken of the
self-same . Spirit, a8 Paul expressed
it, ‘“dividing to every man severally
a8 he will.” The question arises,

What is the object of this? It is
that the world should be visited

was foretold to Methuselah that his !
soed should be preserved to perpet-
uate the human family upon the

from time to time and communiea-
tions made to the human family, |

popular and pious of all.

ly | we have to perform to this nation?

what we shall be; but we know
that when He &heall ap , we shail
be like Him; for we ehall see Him
as He is.” By what means? Through
the atonement of Jesus Christ
and by tbe medium of the Gosp=l
which has been introduced in dif-
ferent ages for that puarpose. God’
having felt disposed to reveal the
Gospel in these last daye, has given
the same prinelples and powerr, the
same light, revelation and intelli-
gence that He did in former ages
for the accomplishment of the same
work and for the falfilment of His
purposes relating to the human
tamily who are His children. Henca
we occupy & very peculisr position
in relation to God, in relation to the
earth in which we live and the peo-
ple thereof—in relation to both—to
the living and to the dead.

It is proper for us to comprehend
the position that we occupy. We
sometimes arrive al curious con-
clusions pertaining to the wicked-
ness of the world, and a variety of
other things associated therewith.
And permit me to sey here, that we
| had no more to do with the peoples
of the world, or the placing of them
in the position they occupy, than
we bad in restering the Gospel. We
find ourgelves a few people mixed
pp with the world. We find too
that when the word of God is made
manifeat and the revelations of God
are developed, that many things as
they exist amongst mankind are
out of order.There is a great amount
of priesteraft, idclatry, correption,
oppression,tyranny, murder, blocd-

ed, covetousnezs, licentiousness
and every kind of iniquity that can
be conceived of, and that is more
clsarly made manifest to us because
the Lord has been teaching us
through the Prophets, and inspiring
us with other feeling:, and given
unto us to comprehend things more
clearly than others do. But what
bhave we to do with the people of
the world? We complain sometimes
that they do not treat us exactly
right. Well, they do not in all re-
spects, and I do not think thisis
very difficult to understand. But
there is nothing new about that,
God hes revealed unto vws His law,
and they do not comprehend it,
neither do they want to; nor did
the antedilovians. They were very
wicked, very corrupt and very de-
praved, very immoral and very dis-
honest; but that was s matter be-
twean them and the Ldrd, and He
dealt with them; and it is His buesi-
ness to deal with the nations of the
earth at the present time and not
ours further than we are directed
by himm., What is the mission that

It is to preach the Gospel, That js
one thiog. That was the mission
given to the disciples of Jesus in His
day: Go ye into all the world and
preach the Goapel; be that believetls
and is baptized shall be eaved; and
he that believeth ot shall bedamn-
ed. This mission i3 being carried
out in the fact of our sending re-
presentatives of this latter-day work
to all the civilized nations that will
receive our miseionaries, Buat we
are not pleced here t> con-
trol people; we are not placed
here to use apy improper inflaence
over the minds or cunsc'ences of
men. Itis notfor us to attempt to
do what Mshommet did—to say
that there was but one God, and
Mahommed was His propbet, and
by force' compel all others to ac-
knowledge it. To attempt to do
that would be to attempt to inter-
fere with the sgency of man; and
anything of that kind is aliogether
foreign to the charscter and spirit of

before and around me—and there
are soms thousands— have been en-

S

none of you ever used coercion,none
of you ever attempled to force any

man to ocbey the  Imessage
that you had  to declare.
If you did, you did  not

understand your calling. And when
you have been among the diflerent
pations preaching this Gospel, have
you sought to interfere with their
governments or with their laws, or
endeavored to stir up commoltion or
rebellion or trouble of any kind? No,
I am at the deflance of the world to
prove any such statement That
does not belong to our faith. When
the Elders are sent forth, Lthey go as
servanis of God with a meseage from
the Lord, to unfold the Scriptures |
and to bear testimopy of the thinga]

that they thamselves are wilnesses
of; and to administer the ordinances
ot the Gospel toall those who belleve
on their words. This is the position
that we occupy in these matters,
And what else do we do? We
gatuer the people together; and
they mno sooner receive this
Gospel than they are anxious to
gather with the pecple of God.
Why? DBecauee the Scriptures say
that they would? Because  the
Beriptures say, ‘‘gather my people,
those that pave made ¢ :venaut
with me by eacrifice’” No, but be-
cauge they have obeyed the Gospe!
and received the Holy Ghost, and
that Holy Gbhost has instructed
them pertalning to these mattess, as
it instructcd the prophets in' jorm-r
times that such an eveul would
transpire. The psople have gather-

e¢)nversation I had some year

, 8
with some Protestants who we
abueing the Catholice.” 1T remin
them of the fact that they desem
ed from them. They were call
the Catholic Church the mothe

| harlote. Well, said I, if that|

true, she has brought forth a scay
offzpring., History certainly infon
us that the Prolestants cams
from the Catholics, and therg
if the Catholie Church isthe mg
Ltheycertainly must be the daughj
and one wou!d think there gl
be some affinity between them,
1s not considered proper for pe
to rail against their mother.
It is well for us to comprehen
position with regard to the 1
Being gathered together,as a pa
we have assumed a political sig
for we not only brought cur re
and our spirits with us,but our |
also; and by thus being ga'
in this land we become nat
integral part of the United 8
We have received by the actol
government of the United St
territorial form of governmen
which we are suthorized to pemh
certain fonclions of a polities
ture, and to enjoy, as doallg
Trrritories, the free aund fullth
of American citizens therein)
thus have become a part of theb
politic of these United tales§
all the rights, privileges and}
manities pertaining thereto, g
ercised and enjoyed by all Ames
citizens throughout thisbroadk
and the ¢ »re gusranteed §
ms in  the constitution”
the United Stlates and by?
Copgriss of the United '8

ed together, and you could not heep
them back if you were to Uiy to.
They have been tiyiog. . You Enow
that Mr, Evarts wrote communica-
tions to the Europcan ministers re.
gue:zting them to use their inflaence
by way of putting 8 stop
to the *“Mormon” emigraticn.
It is rather a soriy ecomment upon
the government of this nation, that
bossts cf its being *‘the land of the
free, the home ¢f the brave, and
the asylum for the oppressed,” and
that & little over & hundred yeaars
ago the chief complaint against the
nation fioma whenece the colonists
came, was the lack of. religious tol-
eration; to think that they should so
far forget thelr original eondition as
to call upon what they term the of-
fete monarchies of YXurope to ussist
them in su qfrssﬁiug religious liberty
aad controililng human freesdom.
And when thissubject was brought
before Mr. Gladstone, the Prime
| Minister of Great Britain, a short
time ago by some pragmatica] zealot
in the Britleh Parliament cailing
his attention to the request of the

American Becretary, he very aqis-
tinetly told him that ‘““he was un-
able to interfere with the operations

| of the Mormons in England, as he

presumed their converts went with
them willingly.”” Thus wh:e the
American government is trying to
exert force and to interfere with re-
ligious matters and bind the con.
gciences of men, the British govern-
meot pleads for avd guaraniees wits
subjects religious and socisl liberty.
I am told that Mr., Evaris s
8 grea’ -grandson of Roge:
Sherman, one of the siguers
of the Deciaralion of Independ-

in an Jnstrument denonm
ed the Organic Ae'. Andl wil
this much for the United B§
with all ber faulis and infirmith
do not believe there is a nationy
fhe face of the earth to-day ®
we could have 28 much libeth
we enjoy here, and that is pres
little, God bnowse, We ar
sometimes that we live unden
ular government, and that they
of the people rules. It used fo,
who rules now? Well, no mg
we have got o make the besl
cau of it, We have a terlt
form of government, with ag
nor appointed by the admink
tion., L was going to say, God:
the mark, We bave judges|
other officers; and we haveam
nal legislature that makes oup

but these laws can be vetoed Iy
man., There is a great deald
solutism about it. But thes
the circumstances In whichwm
placed; and I guprosze it i= the
by & great many that we on
consider it a great gprivileze tol
lowed to live, We do think &
we are not indebted fo any off
for it; they did not give us ol
neither did this government,
are certain yprinciples that an
herent in man, that belong to
and that were enunciated ia an
day, before the United States

ment was formed, and they are
ciples that rightfully belongl
men everywhere., 'f'hey sre
scrited in the Declaration of |
pendence as inalienable rights
of which isthat men havest
to live; another iz that they
a right to pursue happiness

ence. Ishould pot have thought
that that gentleman would have so
soon forgotten the position cecupied
by his ancestor. Bat it seems that
guch is the fact, nevertheless,

I repeat, our mission is to preach
the Gospel, and then to gather the
people that embrace it. And why?
‘That there might be a meucleus
formed, & peopls gathered who
would be under the inspiration of
the Almighty, and who would be
willing to listen to the voice of God, |
& people who would receive and
obey His word whea it was made
known to them. And this people
in the'r gathered condition arecailed
Zion, or the pure in heart. I wish
we were pure in hear(; that is,l wish
We Were more £0 than we are. And
this 18 romeihivg that we nll need
to reflect upon, to consider the pit
from whence we were dug, sand the
reck from whencs we were hesn. I
have heard people say, they wers
born in sin, and cradlea in iniguity.
It is probabiy very true. Many of
us nave been rocked in those cra.
dles, and we have been nurtured
amidst infamies, and we have been
suirounded by ard enveloped in
evils of all kinds, We talk some-
times about Babylon—{ome ount of
her O my people, thal ye partake
not of her sins, ner receive of her
plaguzs.”” We need no! say too

our mission. We preach the pel

Because light cleaves to light, trath

to the people, and it is for them to
receive or refect as they may choose,

much about those peeple, for we

anoiher is that they have a 1
be free and no men has authod
deprive them of thote Gody
righte, and none but ty:ants w
do it. These principles I eay,
inzlienable in man; they belon
himj they existed before any ¢
stilutions were framed or apy )
made. Men bave in various!
striven to strip their feliow me
these rights, and digp ther
them., And heuce the. wars,
bloodshea and carnage that i
spread over the earth. We b
fore are not indebted to the Ut
States for these rights; we were!
¢8 men born into the world, b
the right to do as we pleace, B
as we please, as long as wed
transgress constitutional Jay
violate the rights of others,
Being organized, then, into J
ernment such 29 it js—thath
pame of a government, the ni
a legislatuie, the name of g
people—being organjzed o5 we
what nexi? We are neced
obligel to look safter our aff
men, cur politicsl affairs, O
gion to the world is a mis
peace, the Gospel proclaims
on earth acd good will to
Then, Leing organized in a g
mental capacity, we have &
righte, They profesa to glvel
to us, but they don't. They
deprive us of them whils pro
to impart them. Imight entst’

came oul from them ourseives; and
It would not be betoming cn cur

i

along line of argument he®
matter, I am merely ¥




