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Dame He will bless them. An Elder
Who is called to speak should be
bumble that he may bear the Spirit
of God, and be able to give instruc-

that man lies the
greater sin. Ifone desires to make
amends and receive forgiveness
for his wrongs, that man who will

neighbor, in

tion from the souree of all ]Jgfllt. and | not grant such n request I8 in con-

Wigdom. The Saints shou

d also |demnation. None can elimb in nng

bave that Spirit, that they might | other way than by complying wit
Fecognize whether a speaker is ex- | these principles. Forgiveness can-

Tessing his own ideas or is follow-
Dg the dictates of the Holy Bpfrit.
The shec) know the voice of thelr
shepherd, and the Latter-day Saints
should always be able to distinguish
between those who speak by the

Y common wisdom. Thore who
talk to us under the inspiration of
the Spirit are not those who always
8peak according to the human ru
of eloguence, but they have that
eloguence which goes to the heart
of those whoare honest. It was
that Spirit that enabled Peter to
Bpeak so that every nation heard
him in their own tongue. Those who
Were resdy to receive the truth
knew the meaning of the words ot
the A&‘ust.]es,nnd inquired what they
ghould do to be saved. There were
others, who listencd to the same
Words, yet who accused the A postles
of having been drunk. They were
Informed to the contrary; still
many of them did not receive the
testimony, which beeame to them a
tondemnation, because they rejected
it. When an Elder of Isracl speaks
by the S[Lit'it, there 18 a relationship
between hlm and those who listen
fo his words.

We are surrounded, in our daily
Uves, with evll, which seems to be
mingled with good in all conditions
of thig life; virtue and vice appear
to go band in hand, for the grent

BY of separation has pot been
Ushered in, In the parable, the Lord
faid the tares and the whent must
Erow together,but in the day of har-
vest they should be separated ani
the tares wlil he burned. Today,
the honest man Mves next door to
the knave; the unselfish man by the
Unselfish one.

The Lord has said that it is diffi-
cult to find a Inan without sin; and
though man is surrounded by con-
ditions that tend to lead him astray,
the Lord has provided away for the
Tomission of the slns of those who
sincerely roceive the lnwupon which
that action is based. It is to
our interest to inquire under what
Conditions we can receive a forglve-
Desg of alns; and we should seek to
know the Lord that we may receive
the benefit of those conditions. To do

& man must confess his sins be-
fore the Lord in all humility. In
Aceordance with the great law of

UBtice, thoge who desire forgiveness
Must forgive those who Lrespass
8gninst them. The prayer of the

rd was, ‘‘Father, forgive us
our  frespasses, n3 we forglive
those who trespass agalpst us.”?

Those who scek this boon must
Rl50 keop in mind .the great atone-
Ment, and must ask for what they

“8ire in the name of Jesus. There
rée noue of us who do not need
Orgiveness. Let us forgive those
Who have trespassed against ue; and

Eom.i“§ before the Lord in humill-
Y, in Jewus? name, we will not be
east aside.

If » man will not forglve his

EOWEH‘ of God aud thess who spenk |

not be purchased by money; salva-
tion cannot be secured with gold.
But the rich and the poor alike can
receive, by conforming to the lnw of
God. ﬁepentanceis a_ gift from the
Almighty. We should supplicate
for this gift, for the man who can
repent carpestly and sincerely is on
the way to receive a remission of his
sins.

In the days of Elisha, a lttle
Israciitish malden, who had been
carried captive by Naaman, who
was afflieted and had not been able
to be cured, told of the Prophet who
rebuked disease. Naaman availed
himself of this information, and
came to Elisha, expecting the latter
to reeeive him as became a man in
his exalted earthly position. But
Ellsha sent his servant to tell Naa-
mnan to go and wash seven times in
Jordan. Naaman was insulted, and
thought the rivers of his own land
were good enough. Finally he was
prevailed upon to do as he waa
ordered, and when he had washed
himgelf the seventh time he was
made  whole, 1
think there ar¢ some of us
who are In the same condition
of heart as was Nonman when he
was an%ry at the Prophet. The
wowers that were exercised anclent-
} are with the Elders today, but
they ean only be used by obedience
to the principles of righteousness.
Only those who repent can receive
forgiveness.

A profune writer, Dante, describes
what he says were the spirits in
prison, who had rojected the law of
repentance. Under this condition
they were tormented; and their
great punishment was that they
could see what they might have
gained, and thus suffe the an-
guish of remorse. Dante further
described another class, who hnd re-
pented, but who were being pun-
ished for what they had done; this
clags received their punishment joy-
fully, knowing at their debts
were being paid, and that the

would ultimntt:l{ be liberated.
Still anpother class he gspeaks
of — those who stood clean

and redeemed, who had atoned for
thelr sins. There may be among us
those who, by sinning, do not recog-
nize sin—whoee wensitiveness is
destroyed by wrong-doing, and who
are going toward the condition of
decpest condemnation. Through
being accustorned to sin, they do
not leok upen it with aversion. We
should recognize this principle that
practice malkes perfectlon, and if we
continue in wrong our sensibilities
become blunted.

The warfare between right and
wrong never w more Hercely
than it does today, The conflict
was never hotter than in this age.
A Baints we have bwen gnthered
here that we may obey the Lord
with Jess restraint than if we wers
seattered in the world. But temp-
{lations are in our midst. We are of

sometimes |
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ourselves weak, and as one of the
Apostlea said last Babbath, from a
human standpoint there is no hope
for ug; but he also testified that the
righteous would be made triumphant
ll_}y the power of the great Jehovah.

hat testimony makes ite influence
felt in the hearts of the Laiter-day
Bainta. Itis nothing new to see the
Baints of God bLeset by enemies. We
sathered here to serve our Father.

hat is no secret; our enemies know
that is our profession. When I see
the clouds of the coming storm, the
Bed Bea of trouble before and the
hosts of Pharaoh behind; when I
see these, I ask, cannot the Lord as
well rajse up a Moses now ns He
did then? is arm "is a8 powerful
now us it was when Isrnel was in
the deserts of Arabia.

The I.ord docs not opernte by
great armies. When Gideon went
out Jehovah would not let him
[take a great force against the
i Midianites. This was that His
|€$Wel‘ might be mamade manifest.

a8 the victory less complete than
if there had been a greater pumber?
Verily, no. The Midianites fled be-
cause they knew the injustice of
their canse. The Saints today know
that their cnuse is just, that they
aro following the great Jehovah,
who has declared that this work
shall not be overthrown. The Lord
lias powers that we know not of.
| Man uses the powers of electricity,
i for instance, bu the knows not what
it is. Bhall inan in his ignorance
say that God has not still other pow-
ers? Nay. for He ean make the
thunderbolt gerve Him, and even
man in his wrath to prajse Him,
Did not the flower of this nation?’s
army come here Lo destroy the Baints
thirty yearsago? And did they not,
instend, Q‘:}ove n blessing to Gods
people? e are not bigoted when
we Bay that though the whole
world fight against us, He will turn
their wrath to His praise. The
hosts of heaven are with those who
serve God.

When the 8yrinn hosts surround-
cd the little town where Elisha was,
and they came to take him, taunting
him, the Prophet of God called fire
from heaven to destroy the captain
and fifty who were sent to take him;
a second time n captain and fifty
came and they were destroyed in like
manner; the third captain entreated
the I[’rophet to come down and he
did so. Elisha’s servant was shown
how it was done; his eyes were
opened,and he saw the hills covered
with the hosts of henven, The
Hyrian hosts werestrigken blind,and
the I’rophet led his people into
Samaria, and (rom there they were
delivered by Divine nssistance. 1 do
not think there is any cause for us to
despair today. Has the Lord lost
His strength? No; it is those who de
not trust in Him who have lost
their faith.

Let us eeek to do the will of
God, that we may have confidence
in Him. * Let us e pure and our
enemies cannot overcome us, for
Jehovah hns so declared. Let us
exercise charity toward our enemies,
and remember that vengeance is the
Lord’s. Let us so live that when
we are spoken evil of it will be false-
ly, and that men, seeing our good




