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name he will bless them inelderan elder
who is called to speak should be
humble that he may bear the spirit
of god and be able to give instruc-
tionwn from the source of all light and
wisdom the saints should also
havenave that spirit that they might
recognize whether a speaker is ex-
pressing his own ideas or is followflagmg the dictates of the holy spirit
thehe sheep know the voice of their
shepherd and the latter day saints
should always be able to distinguish
between those who speak by the
power of god and those who speak
DY7 common wisdom those who
talkalk to us under the inspiration of
the spirit are not those who always
speak according to the human rulesorof eloquence but they have that
eloquence which goes to the heart
ofelf those who are honest it was
thatroat spirit that enabled peter to
peak so that every nation heard

him in their own tongue those who
were ready to receive the truth
knew the meaning of the words olof
thehe apostlesApostlesandand inquired what they
should do to be saved there were
others who listened to the same
words yet who accused the apostles
of having been drunk they were
informed to the contrary still
many of them did not receive the
testimony which became to them a
condemnation because they rejected
ttit when an elder of israel sspeaks
byy the spirit there is a relationship
between himbini and those who listen
to his words

we are surrounded in our daily
lives with evil which seems to be
mingled with good in all conditions
of this life virtue and vice apappear
w go handbaud in hand for the greatmt
ay of separation has not vebeenen

usheredbredinin in the parable the lord
saidd the tares and the wheat must
grow together but in the day of har-
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vestvest they should be separated ani
the tares will be burned today
the honest man lives next door to
thehe knave the unselfish man by the
unselfish one

the lord has said that it is diffi-
cultalt to find a man without sin and
though man is surrounded by con-
ditions that tend to lead him astray
the lord has provided a way for the
remissionemission of the sins of those who

sincerely receive the law upon which
that action is based it is to
our interest to inquire under what
conditions we can receive a forgive-
ness of sins and we should seek to
knowow the lord that we may receive
thee benefit of those conditions todoto dotthis a mann must confess his sins be-
fore the lord in auall humility in
accordance with the great law of
justice those who desire forgiveness
must forgive those who trespass
ainestgainat them the prayer of the
lordord was father forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive
thoseOBO who trespass against us
thosechobe who seek this boon must
also keep in mind the great atone-
ment and must ask for what they
desireelire in the name of jesus therearere none of us who do not need
forgiveness let us forgive those
who have trespassed against us and
cominicoming before the lord in hamilityty in jesusesus name we will not be
cast aside

ifI1 a9 man will not forgive his

neighbor in that man lies the
greater sinbin ifone desires to make
amends and receive forgiveness
for his wrongs that man who will
not grant such a request is in con-
demnationdem nation none can climb in anany
other way than by complying with
these principles forgiveness can-
not be purchased by money salva-
tion cannot be secured with gold
but the rich and the poor alike can
receive by conforming to the law of
god repentance is a gift from the
almighty we should supplicate
for this gift for the man who can
repent earnestly and sincerely is on
the way to receive a remission of his
sins

in the days of elisha a little
maiden who had been

carried captive by naaman who
was afflicted and had not been able
to be cured told of the prophet who
rebuked disease naaman availed
himself of this information and
came to ellsha expecting the latter
to receive him as became a man in
his exalted earthly position but
ellshaelisha sent his servant to tell naa-
man to go and wash seven times in
jordan naaman was insulted and
thought the rivers of his own land
were good enough finally he was
prevailed upon to do as he was
ordered and when he had washed
himself the seventh time he was
made whole I1 sometimes
think there are some of us
who are in the same condition
of heart as was naamann when he
was angry at the prophet the
powers that were exercised ancient-
lyI1 are with the elders todayay but
akeythey can only be used by obedience
to the principles of righteousness
only those who repent can receive
forgiveness

A profane writer dante describes
what he says were the spirits in
prison who had rejected the law of
repentance under this condition
they were tormented and their
great punishment was that they
could see what they might have
gained and thus suffered the an-
guishaish of remorse dante further
describeddescribed another classclam who had re-
pented but who were being pun-
ished for what they had done this
class received their punpunishmentishmen joy-
fully knowing that their debts
were being paid and that thetheyliteratelytelywould ultimately be liberaliberated
still another class he speaks
of those who stood clean
and redeemed who had atoned for
their sins there may be among us
those who by sinning do not recorecog-
nize 1sin whose sensitiveness is
destroyed by wrongdoingwrong doing and who
are going toward the condition of
deepest condemnation through
being accustomed to sinbin they do
not lookleok upon it with aversion we
should recognize this principle that
practice makes perfection and if we
continue in wrong our sensibilities
become blunted

the warfare between right and
wrong never waged more fiercely
than it does today the conflict
was never hotter than in this age
As saintssainte we have been gathered
here that we may obey the lord
with less restraint than if we were
scattered in the world but temp-
tations are in our midst we aream of

ourselves weak and as one of the
apostles said last sabbath from a
human standpoint there is no hohopee
for us but he also testified that yethe
righteous would be made triumphant
bbyahat

ththee power of the great jehovah
that testimony makes its influence
felt in the hearts of the latter day
saints itisit is nothing new to seethesee the
saints of god beset by enemies we
gathered here to serve our father
that is no secret our enemies know
that is our profession when I1 seegee
the clouds of the coming storm the
red sea of trouble before and the
hosts of pharaoh behind when I1
see these I1 ask cannot the lord as
well raise up a moses now as he
did then vhisIs arm is as powerful
now as it was when israel was in
the deserts of arabia

the lord does not operate by
great armies when gideongide on went
out jehovah would not let him
take a great force against the
Midia this was that his
power might be made manifest
was the victory lefoleas complete than
if there had been a greater number
verily no the Midia redfled be-
cause they knew the injustice of
their cause the saints todayay know
that their cause is just that they
are following the great jehovah
who has declared that this work
shall not be overthrown the lord
has powers that we know riotnot of
man uses the powers of electricity
for instance bu the knows not what
it is shall man in his ignorance
say that god has not still other pow-
ers nay for he can make the
thunderbolt serve him and even
man in his wrath to praise him
did not the flower of this nation as

army come heretohere to destroy the saints
thirty yearsears ago and did they not
I1insteadCT proverove a blessing to gods
people wewe are not bigoted when
we say that though the whole
world fight against us he will turn
their wrath to his praise the
hosts of heaven are with those who
serve god

when the syrian hosts surround-
ed the little town where elisha was
and they came to take him tauntingtau
him the prophet of god called bre
from heaven to destroy the captain
and fifty who were sent to take him
a second time a captain and fitlyfifty
came and they were destroyed in like
manner the third captain entreated
the proprophethet to come down and he
did so UliseliphasElishashals servant was shown
how it was done his eyes were
opened and he saw the hills covered
with the hosts of heaven the
syrian hosts were stricken blindand
the prophet led his people into
samaria and from there they were
delivered byV divine assistanceistanceam I1 do
not think there is any cause for us to
despair today has the lord lost
his strength no it is those who do
not trust in him who have lost
their faith

let us seek to do the will of
god that we may have confidence
in him let us be pure and our
enemies cannot overcome us for
jehovah has so declared lilet us
exercise charity toward our enemies
and remember that vengeance is the
lords let us so live that when
we are spoken evil of it will be false-
ly and that monmen wingseeing our good


