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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

the Temple louay. April 6, 1853,
arrives nnd Brigham Young assieled
hy his counselora presides at the layiug
of the corner stones, thirty-nine years
Inter Wilford Woodrufl laye the oap-
stone of the bulilding, aond one year
afterwarde, mssisted by his counselors,
dedioates the building uunto the
Lord. Burely there GRAs bees more
than human design in the conueciion
of pur venerable President wiih the
work now at ite eonsummuation!

Deserving of detailed desrription as
is the pcene that wae witoessed that
lovely April day forty years ago, we
arepermitted todwell upon 1v utlightly
ns we pues. Lt is & rare, swoek slory,
but it has bees many time- toid, **The
sup, the sky, the atmnosphere, Lhe
earth,’’ wriles ¢ne who was present,
‘‘appeared neither too cold nor teo Kot
nor iukewarm; all peemed filled with
lire; adapted to each soul, to cheer anu
make happy every indivioual uf the
mADY thousands ol &e), middle-aged
HO youth, who hau mesembled from
the wear wnd remote parts of the ju-
bablte 1 valicy.!” ‘There was musi¢
in plenty from the three banis 1o at.
tendance; there were flags aud hannes,
military cowpanies aud guards, presi-
dency and patriarcns, nposties and
seventies, ULisnops and elders, srchi-
teots Aaud workmen., Toe processiou
moved from the Usternuscle (the ole
building long since removed ) eastwara
Boross the biock, and, passing Lhrough
lines of guarde, halted at the soulneas:
corper 0f the Cemple ground, President
Young and counselors with Patriarch
Jobn Bwith laid the corner stone, the
former deliveriugy Lhe oratlon sud
President Heber C, Kimbail otlering
the prayer. The svuthwest coroor
stope wus lald by Presiding Bisnhop
Edward Hunter, his couuselora swa
the presiding auth ritien of the lesser
priesthood; Bishop Huuter deliveriug
the oration and Bishop Altred Cordun
offering the prayer. The wpuribhwest
corper atone was oexl put in place vy
the presivency o! the High Prrests’
quorum, aud the presidency and High
Councii ol the siake. John Young
delivered the oration and Ueorge i3.
Wallace offered the prayer. The
Twelve Aposties, the presidency of the
Beventies and the KElders’® quurums
officintey at the fourth coruer, the
northeast,and Parley P, Prat delivered
the oration aud Orson Hyde offersd
the prayer.

The work eo well begun that day
has gone on with but tew serious inter-
ruptions until the present. lrcum
stances have conepired Bt times to
retard i, and during the enrlier yeurs
nimost iasuperable ohsracles made its
progresa glow, But when in plece of
three or four yoke of oxen being negre-
sory to the transportation of a siugle
stone from the quarry twenty miies
distant, there ocame the ch nge o!f
conditions wrought hy the railroad,
the walls grew with greater rapidjy;
and when ut length the time came for
the laying of the capstone, the event
A0 auspiciously celehrated 4 year aygo,
the apxiety ot the people to complete
the structure seemed to burst forth like
a pent-up tlood. Bince the 6th of
April, 1892, there has acarcely bee . a
bhoueehold in all {arael in which there
bave not been daily thoughis and
prayera concefoing the compl-tion o
the Temple. - The whole people, from
:the highest to the lowest, from the

oldest to the youngest, from the rich-
e¢st to the po.rest, took the matter
earnestly to heart; and lo the faith
and enetgy of & uuited people the
bullding stands forth to Iay a fHinishe:
and time.delying monument.

We may not omit here an alluslon
to the ceremonfes of April last, when
hy unanlmous vnte the assembied
thourands pledge | themselves to fur-
nigh the roeans jor the cormpletion of
the Temple o that the dediosiion
mizhi take place & year later. As on
tne aume date Thirty-nine yeara beiore,
the day was beautiful, and the services
were impre-give in the highest degree.,
They took place in the preseuce of the
larvest asseinblage ever gathered in the
Territory, the number vu the growads
being estimated &L about 40,000,
bestdes many thoussnde more whoy
crowded the wdjoiniog streeta and
envaered every buitding in the viginity.
A before, the Priesthood in procession
moved out easiward from the Taber-
nacle and took places uyon and arvund
the stand arrauged for them. A cop-
per plate, inscribed with historical
dats, wus exhiblted to the muititude;
apd this, with varioua Courco publi-
catione and photographe, was iaid in
with the capstone. Presideut Joseph
F. Smirh offered prayer, after which
there waa music froms the shoeir, Prea-
dent Woodrufl then stepped forward
and eaid: *“Attention, ail ye hou-8 of
larae), gad all ¥y~ nationa ot the wvart) |
Weo will npow lay the topstone of the
Temple ¢f our God, the foundation of
which was iaid aud dedicaled by the
Prophet, S8eer and Revelator, Brizham
Young.”> President Woodruff then
pressed _a bution, opuning an e'«otric
current to a cootrivance connected
with the oapstone, the latter being thus
relensed and placed In position on the
topof tnvcentrai essttower. [Cne im-
menee cons urse of people.le | hy Pres-
dent Lisrenzo Soow, shouted ibe hw-
sanor in concert: “‘Hosanua, hesanana,
hosanna, to God and the Liawh, Ameo,
Amen, Amen,’* This way done three
times, eacth shout velny aceompunied
by B waving o handkerchiefs except
when the names of Go | auu the Lamb
were uttered. Then there was more
slpging by choir and coogresation
and by the gles olub, remarks by
Elder Lyman, music by the bsnd, an
anthem hy thechuir, anl the beuetic-
tlon oy President (George Q. Cannsn.
immediately after theae gereinenie~
the work of sarmounting the cauvstone
with the fiyare represecti g the angel
Mcronl was proceeded with, Be oie
night the figure bad been placed in
position, and its drapery, the fla:
wiiich enveloped it as it was hoiated
into p'ace, was removed, ‘The laclng
of the oroamental apires ou tbe otuer
wwers was continued until all were
in place, each beiug provided with
slectric lighte; the tower walls were
washed, poloted aod recerved the fiu-
ishing touches, and yradually Lpe
scaffolding wus remmoved, leavine the
bullding crmpleted an 1 with nsthiug
to par the sight and stuwiy of ite
muynlfice t heauby.

With the fullowing figures we close
our account of Lhe exlerior of the
building, The whole length, includ-
ing towera, ia 1861 feet, and the widlh
99, Thera are BLX towors, three on the
east ani three on the west end of the
structure. Other measurements may
be summarized as foilowe:

To end  Te to,
of rock- af &
work, spires,
Helght of central east tower...210 1. Wiy
Heigat of central west tower...204 fL. 219 1t
ﬁeight of side east towers.......183 . 200
eight of side west towers. ... 182 ft. 1M f¢
Height of Walls.....ccov e ieciennenn BT EL,
Thickness ot wallg at bottom... 8 ft
Thickness of walls at top........ 8 It
Thickneas 0f buttresses.... 7 1it.

The whole resting upon a footing wall
16 feet thick and 16 feet deep, The
buildiug covers an aren of 21,850 feet.
The figure of the angel Moroni, which
surmounts the central east tower, is of
pizsntlo-propoctions, helnz twelve feet
five and 4 half inches in beight, The
iden gonveyed by the atatue is that of
8 herall or messenger, in tho act of
blowing a trumpet, an embodiment of
the fact 0. Moroui bringiue the Gospel
o the earth in this latter-day diBpensa-
tiou. The figure is admirably provor.
tinned and ita pose is graceful, [t is
mwa i of hammered copyer, is gilded
with pure woid leaf, and surmounting
s erywon is an incandescent lamp of
100 canule power.

THE INTERIOR.

The stabllity and grandeur of the
bullding as noted from the outelde are
found to bs supplemented on the
iualiie by the quailties ! ricbness and
convetlence. Nuthing that  counid

contribute to its comfort aud elegnnce
has been neglected. It amazZes by its
ma#ei ve solidity, and charms wito its
exquisite heauty; by the ingenuity
and ¢ mpletenese of it appointments
it delights the most practical, and in
its perfection of taste and barmony it
dazzles the most artistic and refloed,

Koter with us 1ta portals, and jet us
lead you alonyg the broad corridors ang
through the stately rooms, jollowing
the route that will betakeu by probabiy
flity thousand Saints durfog the nexg
LW Weeks, .

We approach from the, west acrosa
the broad esplutinde beneath whien is
tte muchloery room, coolainine four
engines and uynamos with & capacity
ot two thousand eleeotrio lights as weil
a8 the pumps, boilers, elc., and the
molive p.wer [or the two handsome
eslevators that operate in the ceptrg|
west (ower directiy in front of us. To
our left, & hundred yards distant, 18 the
twoiler bouse, from wbich a twelve
inch pipe cornecting with the building
supplies a most perfect hot water =ystem
of neatiny, Woe learn aleo that «qually
complete are tbe arrsncements for
veutilation during warm weather, the
pressing of an electric button tnrows
open various transoms sud BLarty sjx.
teen fans, each of one-half bhorse power.

With less interest in thess detalis
brcause of our Bnxiety to cross the
threzshold of the building iteeif, we
hasten up the broad flightof stoae
steps lending to the southwe-t entrauce.
The massive doors which open to us
ure of heavy, soid oak, with heveled
plate ginag in the transoms and upper
panels, and graceful grillaio the form
of beehives on the lower panels. The
hard ware here as in the entire buildiog
nes hee made specially fo order,

Tur ing tothe right we reach the
gircular statrway in the scuriwest
vorper tower, snd follow its winding
steps to the basement. Tols slairway,




