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THE AERMENIAN MASSACRES.

In dealing with the Armenlan ques-
tion or that portion which relates to
the kiling of thousands of Innocent
men and children and the carrying
away of hundreds, and probabiy thou-
sapds, of women to be wlves in the
homes of the victorlous, It is necessary
to enter into a rather detalied investi-
gation of the social fabrie and the gen-
era] make up of the Turkish empire.
We must understand something of Its
rise amd whence It has its pecularties
that makes possibie such outrages in
this enlightened age. We will alsc show
where enlightenment has its home and
where, and only where, we can speak
with any degree of justice of real en-
lightenment. Otherwise we cagpsoon
end our article by simply taking up
the common c¢ry agalnst the Turks
vhat they ought to be removed from
beding rulers and driven back to Asla
whence they came. Just as though thls
agpressive age would expect to leave
them entirely to themselves there to
worship Adlah according to thelr own
conscience without ever being noticed
or called to account.

The reader who has taken any inter-
eat I1n 'the political -movements among
the powers will at once see how utterly
foolish such an expression is. Expel
them? Where to? "o a place where
no Buropean power has any Interest or
where the eagie eye of some shrewd
statesman has not been seeking terri-
torial extension or prestige or absolute
rulership {f he possibly can? Buch a
place 13 nowhere fin Asia now. The
great powers are dreaming of dlviding
the world between themselves, except-
fng that portion which Unele Bam at-
tends to, and who Lknows how many
hours they lle awake thinking what a
gweet morsel America will be when
they have fully digestud the rest of the
world?

Coming back to the question of our
Mohammedan friends, brother or fel-
lowman, they have their life and ex-
igstence by the grace ¢f the same God
and Creator as any other people which
may lay clalm and also possess more
light and advancement then they. Their
institutions are originated and establish
ed upon certaln pre-existing conditions
just the same as every other natlon
whioh can only clalm their own pecu-
{larities, be they good or bad, by look-
ink imto the work at times long prior
to their coming into any real notlee.
Great nations and movements are
either the ouwtgrowth of the enthusias-
the and dillgent labors of a few strong
men who have labored to one common
end, or the outgrowth of a combina-
tion of causes, religious or socla] con-
ditions that have glven rlse to a pecu-
Har people, or ‘both. Sometimes excel-
lept tlocation for defense has led to
power; sometimes the richness of the
doil to sustain life in great abundance.
Often natlons who ‘have nearly gov-
erned the worlkd had their seat in some
commercial city on the coast of the
Mediterranean or elsewhere, that by the
actlvity and commerclal ability of lis
citizens gathered riches In great abun-
damce whereby they could build ships,
hire soldlers and menace the peace of
nearly the whole world, not to forget
a certain olass 0f peaple whom the
Lord called His own and to whom
He gave greart powelr when they served
Him and kept His commandments. But
In this case the Ruler of the universe
often took great pains to lay a good
foundation for the coming nation. Just
as He did with all others over whom
He assumed, a3 it were, only Indirect
contrel, that Is by :withholding from
them prophetic or speckaly authorized
leaders. We as a people, of course,
ackrowledge the hand of God In this
government of the whole world; yvet He
exeradides more direct Influenee over Hlis
ohosen people. And to follow this a

lttle farther we have clear proof of the
Lord's hand having been engaged for
generations to bring about the restity-
tlon of all things of a spiritual and tem-
poral nature and in restoring a Jost
knowledge as well as raising up men
who are born with superior inherent
powers which only need the freedom
and advantages which have also been
given to bring to light hidden treas-
ures of knowledge greatly bo our sur-
prlse while they accomplish His wil.

Taking this as the grand key to the
understanding of why nations are as
they are, when we see them im their
greatness and power; when 1t would
appear that they had an everlasting
lease of life, because we do not behold
the uolsonous and destruétive seeds, the
destroyers of all good has so Industri-
cusly been sowing along side by side
of the good husbandman. Wlith this
key we can examlne the past of the
Muselmen and find that after all they
are carrying to its logical conclusion,
the problem submitied to them precise-
ly as do 1the Britons and the people of
Northern Europe, to whom a mission of
a very different character seems to
have been given. This mission bhas not
been apparent so very long efither, It
has been strughing In s birthplace for
cemturies. It has placed upon the
martyr's altar millions of lives;many as
heroes of a perfectly well understood
cauge, bwt the greater part as slaves
led out by rulers, some for gain, others
for principle. Some have been Teformers
of law and government, some have been
reformers In the soclal cirele. Again
others have tried to reform the various
expating forms of Christianity, and with
thia they have dug down deep into the
moral seat of the noblest thoughts of
man and though they have not atways
attalned to these excellences them-
selves: yet thelr very mistakes have
often been the opening wedge to their
Puture trematise wpon these glorlpus sub-
jects which have had the effect to
awakemn the moral courage in man far
superior In quality end much harder to
exercise than was the physical oour-
age and dtrength exeraised by the war-
rlors and gladiators of bygone ages, In
the proper tlme the process of primitive
ways introduced by men being raised
up for that purpose and the thoughts
and efforts of good men became im-
mortalized by the press. Every gen-
eration beoame wiser by these inter-
changes of thought, man diacovered
that to live mght was to llve unselfish
and pure. Purkty begotten and nour-
ished from an Inward force for the
love of honor and a good consclence was
quite a different position from that of
having virtue and honor and truth and
general uprightness enforced by law
and syrroundings. The latter i8 the con-
dition of the Turks, but nve are not
quite ready to go into the history of
thelir civiizatlon.

In course of time new continents
I was discovered to which flocked the op-
i presged of all nations, it wae ealled an
assignment of the persecu'ted of other
peopte. There the noblest thought and
labors of centurles were brought to-|
gether to effect liberty and freedom of
speech and ‘the press, until today we
find a mnation stepping out in the de-
fense of these glorious princlples—a
nation whose moral courage defies the
world o show ts equal, while Provi-
dence kindly lends Hls protecting care
to such an extent that even the un-
tearned here who have learned the facts
cannot but express great astonishment,

Great naval batlles with all the logs on
one side, who 'has heard the like? Great
battles by land agalnst superior forces
and great odds and yet successful. Now
what are the concluslons to he de-!
rived at? They are these: That we
have nothing particular to he proud of
In ourselves, nor any just cause to look
disdainfully upon other people who are

not o fortunately placed in life. Fof
remember we did not make this sjtua-
iion; we have Inhenlted it. It is the
frults of other generatlons. Qur parnets
and our grandparenis labored and
taught us self-reliance and moral cour-
age, We were taught, as a rule to cher-
ish the noblest and finest feelings gdi-
vinely planted In man; to be truthful,
honest and virtuous, because they were
the foundation of character, and then
to look the world strilght in the face,
improve upon and defend the institu-
tlons of our country as we found them,
and trust to God for the rest. In this
condiulon we have found ourselves, and
many times we take great glory to our-
selves because of what we do or have
done, and often condemn others because
they have not done likewise. But let
me ask, where are those reformers and
wise men, whom the Lord has persist-
ently sent? The answer says in Eurepe
and in America. Where are the many
fine spirite born who have been willing
to accept truths as they have been dis-
covered? Not in Turkey, but In north-
ersn Europe and America. Of course
it must be admitted there are also other
nations that have produced great men
and women, but the great majornity
have found tife among the Protestant
nations, where It seemed more natural
to their development. From this I de-
duct .that had the elrcumstances been
different and the Lord given the same
attention to the Mohammedan world
a:He has to us,and left usin the barbar-
ous condition that Christianity found
our forefathers, we would in a!l prob-
abtlity have been the barbarians, still,
far worse, than the Turks are today,
and they would have been the center
of attractlon. Or take It as Individuals,
how many Christians dare affirm that
If they had been born and reared here
In Turkey under the teachings and In-
fluences of the Koran, would ever
think of leaving Islam for anything so
doubtful as Christianity, looking at it
from a Mohammedan standpoint? Yet
I ean assure you that had the Turks
been favored with birth and breeding
among Christians In America, and had
they been educated as we are, free from
the traditions and hatred engendered
from thelr verv birth, they would be as
rood Christians as the most. I dare
@ay, better than the common. But such
i= our fortune and thelr misfartune,
and we don't know 1t. We have many
proofs of ‘this, and the Christians
as well a8 Turks admit of
the truth of the argument.

It may not be generally known that
a very large percentage of the Osmalis
are of Christtan origin. both Greek and
Armenian. Not to say thousands of
RBulearians and 8fyrians who 1n times
past found it to their advantage, efther
gpiritually or temporally. fo join the
fafth of the Arablan prophets. Yet
withal, this produced no reformation.
The econverts were Inftiated by clreum-
eiglon and other rites, and they are to-
day as faithful and famatical as &any.
I msintain we have nothing to boast
of but very mrch to be thankful for to
our Creator that He has given us the
privileges we have; for I tell you In all
soberness that it !s no use to say what
vou would do were vou in such a place,
for there 18 simmiy nothing to he done
except to submit, even though you
mlght fatntly see somethlng better.
Those Institutions are bwlit upon a
very different foundatlon and for a
vetry different purpose, which we shall
presently see. And they answer thelr
purpose and their ends admlrably and
in the great eternity I suppose they
w!ll have lost nothing, ws that s their
calling, aQnly remember this, that
we speak af this enlightened age we
after all refer to a small place on the
globe and bo a very small minority of
Its Inhabitants. The |ntelligence of the
nineteemth cen'bury In America 13 not
koown here in Turkey. Amerlica's ex-



