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without examination every monstrous
falsehood and ecunning perversion
which is fulminated against the “Mor-
inon’’ people; and they want no com-
mittee to Investigate and no hesitation
about depriving a whole community of
peaceable and unoffending citizens of
all the natural and acquired rights that
belong to the citizens of a free re-
public.

We hope the Memorial will be pre-
pared and duly forwarded and pre-
sented to Cuu%ress. And we think all
just and sensible people will join in
the request that nothing be done to-
wards extreme measures, such as
have been Prnpns&d in Congress, until
full and reliable information has been
obtained as to the exact status of the
people and their affairs whose political
Xistenc e is now placed in jeopardy.
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JUSTICE LONG DELAYED.

THeE Supreme Court of the United
States has ordered a new trial in the
case of Fred Hopt alias Welcome, who
has already been tried twice for the
murder of young Turner, son of Sher-
iIff Turner of Utah County, Errors in
the court below led to this decision.
I'he Supreme Court of this Territory
will now have to act on the matter,

sending a remittitur to the Third Dis-
trict Court, and some time before the
year is out, the murderer about whose
zuilt there is no doubt whatever in
the community will again be placed on
trial, and Sheriff Turner will be n
placed on the rack, and put te the an-
vuish, trouble and inconvenience which
1e has twice passed through, in order
to bring justice to bear upon the brutal
Slayer of his son. It is these miscar-
riages of justice which lead to ‘‘Lynch
law,” and the moboeracy that so fre-
quently disgraces the country, but
from which Utah happily has been
comparatively free. It isto be hoped
that though long delayed, justice will
claim its own in this vexatious case.
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AN EMBARGO ONTOY-PISTOLS.

THE bill formulated and presented by
llon. H.J. Richards, of the Legislative
Council, prohibiting the sale of toy-
pistols, was the first measure produc-
ed by the present Assembly to become
law,being the first to go to the Gover-
nor and receive his signature. In view
of the number of deaths of children

that have been produced .in the com-
munity by the dangerous article the
sale of which is now prohibited, his
Excellency expressed his plecasure at
such a law having been enacted.

The bill passed both houses almost
without an attempt at dissent, the only
objectiou coming from one member,
who expressed himself to the effect
that he considered the subject too
trifling for legistative action.
Another member answered the
Oobjection by stating in effect that
he did not see anything trifling about
circumstances resulting from the use
of the toy-pistol, a number of families
having been plunged into the deepest
sorrow in consequence of members of
their domestic circles succumbing to
the hand of death through the agency
of this mischievous little implement,

The answer to the objection was
based on stubborn facts, quite a num-
ber of untimely deaths from injuries
received by the handling of toy pistols
having been reported in our columns
within the last three vears. We are
cratified that the bill for the prohibi-
tion of the sale of the little implement

?f evil has been passed and become a
aW.
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NOT DEAD YET.

[t seems that the investigations into
the doings of ex-Marshal Eli H. Mur-
ray, is not dead nor sleeping. The
following appears in several eastern
cxchanges of February 26th, but for
some reason was not telegraphed to
the Utah papers:

Mr. George K. Chase, of New York
Clty, formerly an examiner of the De-
partment of Justice, was examined in
regard to bis investigation of the offi-
cial conduct of ex-Marshal Murray, of
Kentucky, now Governor of Utah. The
witness was of the opinion that the
ex-Marshal was totally unfit for the
position he had held., Mr. Chace said
that there had been an arrangement
between H. Devin, a deputy. and
Mr. Murray, whereby there should
be one case a y for alleg-
ed violation of the internal
revenue law. The deputy, Mr. Chase
testified, would go into a saloon,know-
ing that the owner had a license, and
if it could not be seen would ask where
it was, ‘I guess you had bettercall at
the marshal’s office: there’s an indict-
ment against you,’”” Mr. Devin is re-
ported as sayin ,wi:nen informed by the
saloon keeper that his license was not
in sight. The witness said that such
cases would be finally dismissed, but
each of them would cost the govern-
ment $10 or $156 hefore they were dis-
posed of. Marshal Murray afterwards
wanted to pay Devin a ﬂalarg, Mr.
Chase asserted, and the latter object-
ed., As aresult of the dis ement
the arrangement was broken and the
deputy informed the authorities of
what had been done. Mr. Murray was
reported to have denounced Devin and
to have denied the deputy’s statement
L.iat an arrangement ex

il

them for the express purpose of secur-
ing fees. Mr. Chase further testified
that witness’ fees had been charged
under Mr. Murray’s administration
when there had been no witnesses, and
that prisoners had been taken long
distances that larger fees might be
made. When the statement of the
deputy marshal was made public the
witness said that Mr. Murraf made
every effort to sustain himself, and
called upon General Grant for assist-
ance. letter from Attorney General
Taft was, however, sent to Marshal
Murray, asking him to resign. He
cvmplied with the request and Mr. |
Chase said the matter was dropped. |
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ANOTHER TESTIMONY FROM
AN ““QUTSIDER.”

THE following communication is one
out of many that are received by the
NEws, testifving to the true character
of the majority of Utah’s people who
are so much maligned and misunder-
stood in the world :

SPRINGVILLE, Utah,
March 1, 18584,

Editor Dcseret News:

DeAR Sir—I am a Gentile, and one
that has traveled ail over this vast con-
tinent and three-fourths of Kurope,
and have been brought into connection

with all classes of people and mani re-
ligious sects. I arrived in Salt Lake
for the first time last June, have
been traveuimf through Utah since
that time, and if you can find space in
your columns, should like to saya few
words with regard to your people,
whom observation has shown me to
be in many respects greatly maligned.

I have no wish to argue on Mormon-

ism, as I neither understand nor be-
lieve in it, but merely give an *“out-
sider’s’’ honest opinion of the social
life of the Mormons.
Oa my arrival in Utah, I had a poor
opinion of the people of this Territory
but before I had been here a week, I
began to discover that things had been
greatly misrepresented to me, and at
once commenced to look around and
find out for myself. Since then I have
travelled through and lived in some
forty settlements, done business with
Mormons, and had a splendid oppor-
tanity of seeing their private life.
What was my experience?

I was treated with kindness and
courtesy in every I]J;Ia.ce and found the
Mormons more thrifty, more honest,
hospitable, and more sincere in their
religious belief than any people I have
met within wanderings that extend
over 15,000 miles. I find a country
that 37 years ago was a barren wilder-
ness converted into beautiful farms
and homesteads, where every comfort
can be found. I find it filled with set-
tlements that can boast of churches,
academies, schools, theatres and pri-
vate dwellings that would not disgrace
the finest cities in the civilized world.
I find a system for watching over the

welfare and interest of each individual

—

citizen in every settlement that I de-
clare is to-day the finest in the world,
and whether Mormonism is true or
false, where can you find a religious
sect more sincere in their belief or
who work harder for the promulgation
of their faith than these same Mor-
moms?
Their religious ideas may be false,
probably they are, but at least ghey act
ujio] to them in their every day life,
which is more than I can say of the
other sects of this country; and stand-
qu as I do an outsider, belonging to no
religious denomination and without
prejudice on either side, I cannot help
saying that if the ministers of the gos-
el would devote the time they waste
n abusing the Mormons to studying
their systems of working and taking
lessons from them, it would be better
both for them and their congregations.
Your traly,
FREDERICK E. C. CopLAND,
Late of the Golden Era,
San Francisco.
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COLORADO MORMONS.

PRESIDENT SMITH, OF CONEJOS €0,
SAYS HIS PEOPLE NEED NO AID,

A FINE AGRICULTURAL COUNTRY AND
AN ABUNDANCE OF GRAIN AND
OTHER PRODUCTS.

President S. S. Smith, of the Mor-
mon settlements at Manassa, Conejos
County, of which so much ‘has been
said in the State papers of late, is in
the city for the purpose of buying land
in Conejos County for his people. He
was found at the Markham, last even-
ing, by a Tribune reporter, anxious to
find out something of the condition of
the Mormon people in that county.
After a short conversation on several
toplcs. the reporter asked:

‘Bishop, are your pEﬂRle as desti-
tute as has been reported?

‘“There are some poor people,’” said
President Smith, ‘“but none suffer for
food or the common necessaries of life,
I think that Mr. Ball, who was former-
ly a bishop in one of the settlements,
%l'a.yed upon the ag;a athies of the

ribune reporter. was thrown
out of the Church and was rather sore,
I think his object was to harm the set-
tlement and the country, at least the
effect will be detrimental to the in-
terests of the county, and will keep
immigration from there. It will also
affect the capitalists who have invest-

between !

**Our people have taken no especial
interest in politics, and our settlements
have no political significance. The
citizens vote for men rather than
party, and we do not bind ourselves to
any party. The Church takes no part in
elections, nor does 1t try to con-
trol votes. The Bishops merely
tell the people to go to the polls quiet-
y and in order, to vote as the
please, but do not wrangle over politi-
cal questions. We do not hold it to be
a matter of fellowship as to how we
vote, as asserted in the Tribune article.
Ball said in that lejjer that ‘President
Smith received $600 for the settlement
vote, in 1868." Itis an infamous false-
hood. I never took any side in the
campaign.”

**You say your people are not desti-
tute. Why did they appeal to the Ken-
tucky Club of Denver?”

“We havea few people from Ken-
tucky in our settlements and they
deeply regret that any appeal was made
to the people of Denver, as they arenot
in need.”

“Your people did not call for help,
then?”

“There are drones in the settlements,
men devoid of pride, who will not work
but will beg. There are but few per-
sons, though, that would ask for char-
ity: The people that made the appeal
are not members of the Mormon
Church. Some have hucu; and others
never have been members.”

*“*What Kind of a climate have you?”

*“The climate is uncertain, as we are
80 high upin San lLauis Park that we
have 10 look out tor frosts. But farm-
ers understanding their business have
no difficulty in raising crops.”

*Will you not tell the 7'ribune some-
thing of your county?”

“We have good farming lands and
can raise grain and vegetables in large
quantities. There are three irrigating
canals out of the Conejos, and three
more are being dug out to be supplied
by the. Rio Grande. Our farms are en-
closures, on account of irrigation. We
have one of 900 acres, another of 640
acres, and another of 2,200 acres, as
well as many small ones. We average
fifty bushels of oats to the acre and
twenty-five of wheat. Potatoes and
garden vegetables that we raise are
equal to any in the State. Our crops,
last {Eﬂ.r, were very good. We are
proud of our county.”

Thanking President Smith for his
Kindness,the reporter withdrew.—Den-
ver I'ribune, Feb. 26.
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THE RETIRING OFFICIALS.

THE new City Council has adopted re-
solutions, prepared by a special com-
mittee, expressive of the
entertained for the outgoing members.
We fully endorse the spirit and senti-
ment of those resolutions—which ap-
pear in their proper place in the report
of the minutes of the Council—and feel

assured that the people who placed
those gentlemen in office will unani-
mously sustain the action of the new
body.

That the Edmunds Act, as interpret-
ed and executed by the ljl:a.h Commis-
siony is unconstitutional,vexatious and
unjust, is firml believed by most peo-
ple of all creeds and parties who ve
made themselves familiar therewith.
And that the operations of the law and
the rulings upon it have prevented the
citizens from exercising a free choice
in the selection of their public ser-
vants, cannot be successfully denied.
It is also a fact that in retiring from
active political life, no citizen who has
abstained from attempting to exercise
the rights conferred upon him by local
enact nent, admits for a moment that
he is really disfranchised or layfully
debarred from holding office.

This paper has taken the same ground
on this question assumed by the pres-
ent City Council, namely, that those
citizens who are describedas “‘ineligi-
ble’' to vote and hold oftice, ‘‘have
voluntarily refrained from asserting
their rights at the polls and in the
nominat g conventions of the peo-
ple.”” And we do not admit that they
are really and truly ‘‘ineligible” for
any oflice in the dpublic gift. That
quoted term is used merely as expres-
sive of the present situation, a tempo-
rary condition pending decisions from
the highest judicial tribunal in the
land. When the registration oath
enacted by the Utah Commission was
formulated, we took this same ground,
as appears in our editorial of Sept. 8.
1882, from which we make the annexed
extract:

‘**We refer to these points to show
that while certain men and women
who will stay away from the polls this
ear, submit to the measures that have
een thought advisable by the Com-
missioners, they do not concede the
lawfulness of those measures,
lightly esteem the value of the elective
franchise. They know their richts
and it will be found that when wisdom
dictates, they dare maintam them.”

On the 2nd of the same month, re-
ferring to the oath presented by the
Commissioners, we said, editorially :

“Our position is this: We regard
the oath presented as beyond the law
and beyond the intent of its framers.
But as it only prohibits some men and
women from the performance of an
act which they are not lawfully forbid-
den to do, it is better that they yield
until the validity of these provisions
can be !pruperly tested, and leave the
duty of registering and voting to those
who can do so without coming in con-
tact with either the law, the rules or
the order. ‘It is better to suffer wrong

ed money in the irrigation companies,”
**How about your politics?”

than to do wrong,’ »’

respect |

nor |

We have never receded from this
position. And our friends and {fellow
citizens of the People’s Party should
keep this fact in view, that while those
men of experience and solid worth, of

whose publicservices they are now de- |

prived, step back from positions which
they are so thoroughly qualified to fill,

.’
|
|

they do not concede one rightor ac- |

knowledge the validity of any of the |

measures that have been adopted to
bring about this condition of affairs,
They submit for the sake of peace,and
to avoid such conflict as might endan-
fe; the good order of the community.
t will perhaps be seen eventually that
**stoop to conquer.”

th%y
here is another point which should
be understood by our friends, and that
is, that either voluntary or involun-
tary relinquishment of the voting and
office-holding power, whether it be
temporary or permanent, does not af-
fect anyone’s citizenship. It is an
error for a disfranchised person to say
‘I am no longer a citizen.”” ‘There are
many thousands of citizens who do not
hold the right to vote or hold office.
That right is not inherent, it is acquir-
ed. Every person born in the United
States, male or female, child or Edlﬂt&
is acitizen, The right to vote and hol
office is regulated by law, and .the
qualifications therefor are different in
different States and Territories. Itis
& privilege conferred upon c_itlzena&
and becomes a right by possession an
usage. It is property, of which the
citizen cannot be constitutionally de-
rived without due process of law.
ut if deprived of it, lawfully or un-
lawfully, the citizen is still a citizen
and entitled to the inherent rights of
citizenship, which we need not now
enumerate.

We endorse all that has been and can
be said in eulogy of the respected citi-
zens of whose valuable services the
public have been deprived unjustly,
and, as we firmly believe, unlawfully,
and trust that when the cause which
they represent shall be tested
in the court of last resort,
justice will arise and overshadow the
prejudices of the times and the schemes
of demagogues, and restore that which
has been withheld by rules and orders
proceeding from unlawful authority.
I'hey have the thanks of the people and
the respect of all lovers of honor and
integrity who know them and their
labors for the public good.
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