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easternastern arizona where hebe established
a ranch close to the moun-
tains he took with him part of hishie
1family 1 includingdeluding hishia wife dianediana a
largeirge fine looking woman notable
among herber friends for her kindness of
heart and and hospitality

the location of the ranch tois about
evenly miles fromaroca sonora old mex-

icoico and no very great distance from
nownew mexico the region was thin-
ly populated and there was
scarcely an inhabited spot within
light of the fife domicile the family
were in an exposed positpositionioD slidand concoll

in imminent danger from
depredations of renegade apache in-
dians who soon began to make raids
on tilethe stock

in february 1882 young john
fife at that timelime little more than a
lad made a customary trip into the
mountains to procure timber he was
accompanied by two hired men both
of them ex soldiers they entered
a defile with their teams and were in
the act of preparing to go to work
when something startling occurred
the sound of several shots rung
out in the forest and the three
woodsmenwoodsmanwoods men soon comprehended that
they worewere being attacked by a
gang of naked apacheApa who haubao
taken positions behind adjacent trees
and opened a fusilladefusilade upon them
then enduredendued a determined fight the
file menmein seized their rilei sodaud replied
to the savages with the courage com-
mon to western frontiersmen the
struggle was brief so0o fsrfar as related to
johns companions who were in the
early stage of the attack both khot
down and almost immediately ex-
pired

youyoungUK fife being left alone in such
an unequal struggle was in ex-
treme peril he that hishie
chances of escaping a violent
death were overwhelmingly against
him but hebe never for sixau instant lost

selfelf control he made a dash for aoluaaclusa clus
ter of large rooksrocks on the face of a slopeelope
and to make hisblo extemporized
fortification moromore secure by rapidly
filling in someome openingsope with smaller
stones

the indiansindiana changed their positions
with a view to comcommandemandl dg the youyoungdg
manisman Is miniature fortfortresstor treereds but every
time one of the attacking party showed
himself crack went johns titlerifle and
hishl soon learned the neces-
sity of caution meantime they kept
up an incessant fire and johnajoans
tion became it possiblepoaelble gradually
worseworee A bullet struck him in the
thigh abd ploughedsloughedhed through
the flesh lengthlengthwise and an-
other made an ugly wwound0 und
in his wrist and to add to the peril of

hisbia situation he soongoon discoveredcovereddia that
hibie ammunition was nearly exhausted
A towlew more shots and he would be at
the mercy of the savagesea finally hishie
lesslaet shot was firedareil and he expected
that the baudband would at once rushhuab in
and finish him ioin short order

the indiansindiana now changed their
tactics Jannavan a titlerifle being silent they
emerged romfrom hihidingcling but they did not
attempt to carry the littlelitile fort by atom
it was evident they thought thatthai
john was reserving a few shots
for close quartersquartere anyway they
collected a large mountamount otof brush
Wwhichblob they piled all around the bid-
ingang place of the yc ung man at bay

and set it on fire expecting that be
would come out and they could then
easily shoot him down

to sayaay that johnjobu was in a hot place
would be putting it mildly he was
soon in the coutrecentre of a circle of fire
the namesgames roared and crackled being
fanned by a risingarising breeze he was
lying at full length on the ground
and the fire reached hisbis feet and
burned the heelbeel of hisbis boot his sen-
sations were in unison with the terrible
character of the situation the lastat ray
of hope of escape had about taken
flight when the breeze stiffenedstifle ned anuano
blew the smoke of the encircling fire
down the canyon Suasuddenlydenly he was
seized with an impulse which oc-
curred as if an audible voice hadbad sug-
gested it acting upon it he arose
dashed the flames and keep
loging in the line of the mokeemoke xantan down
the canyon he felt that it was a race
for life andana the thought
loging hishie wounded thigh gave impetus
to his speed he never stopped until
hebe hadbad covered a distance of three
miles when liehe reached a smelter com-
pletely exhausted from losslose of bloon
his tremendous exertion and the ten-
sion of bisbin feelfeelingsloge during the ordeal
through which he hadbad passed

the people at the smelter took oarecare
of the young man for the time being
and sent a messenger to hisbis fabbfathere to
inform him of alist had occurred

the manner of fires
was marvelousmairusi but it seems that the
apaches who were waiting eagerly to
murder him the moment hebe should
emerge from hishia biding place made no
pursuit of him one of the renegadesrene gades
of the gang afterwards told one otof
general brooka indian scouts the
reason for their not doing soeo they
saw the lad dimly as he passed through
the smoke but were seized with fear
and fell back believing the figure to
be his ghost

it appeared from evidence which
afterwards came to light that two otof
apaches were killed in the attack and
several others wounded

when the olderelder fife learned thatbat hisbis
two hired men hadbad been killed hisbis sonSOD
wounded and hisbig horses and harness
stolen by the wild apaches he rode toin
baste to ort bowie A company of
cavalry was at once dispatched inID pur-
suit of the indiansindian in the hope of re-
covering ane stolen property mr
fife accompanied the troops
who followfollowedtd the marauders up
to the mexican linejine over which
the soldiers could not pawpaa the
savages were however encountered
by a body of mexican troops and in
the fight that ensued a number were
killed on both sidefridee

affairs Ratt the fife ranch ran along
with comparative smoothness until
1884 ouon theibe otof september of that
year mr file hadbad occasion to go to
tombstone on business he gave hisbis
two sopssons strict instructions to stay
around the housebouse during his absence
this direction was given with a view
to the protection of mrs fife and
daughter the latter a fine comely girlgir
of sixteen after bishis departure how-
ever the boys thought there would be
noDO humbarm in putting in some time inila
cutting haybay on a field only a shortabort dis-
tance from the domicile

there vas another male member otof
the establishment a mexican who had

been hired to outcut wood in an adjacent
clump otof timber on this particular
day this maomad an honest faithful fel-
low was engaged in that kind of
labor

toward noon a mexican of brutal
and forbidding aspect entered the
housebouee he waswag a large maoman hlahis
taceface was broad cheek bones hibb
forehead low and abruptly sloping
while tolabin email dull eyes were rs ilesaless
furtively glancing from one object to
another justjuat such a fellow asaa one
would imagine capable of any crime
n the calendar includingincludine murder

doubtless this impression was made by
himbim upon mrs fife and her daughter
the only inmates of the house
at the time hebe entered it
their sentiment of dread wab doubtless

by the tactfact that hisbis waist
was OL circled by a belt filled with
cartridges and a large revolver was
suspendedeue iromfrom it

theabe native Mexican IRin usually suave
even the criminal classclasa corneacomes within
ibie rule butchisbut thia burly follow waswaa
an exaggerated exception addrean
ing the mistress of the establishment
bebreaidsaid

give me a melon
the demand wasvaa complied with

alterafter eating a part of the article he
announced that he must be supplied
with dinner inieibis decree waswaa alsoalao
obeyed the conversation in the
meantime conducted waswaa meagre and
desultory the meatmeal concluded the
stranger made a remark about
something outside the housebouse
slidaud told mrs fife to look
through the window at it this sheebe
did when the villiantillian suddenly
whipped out his pistolpinto took deliberate
aim and sent a bullet through the body
of the unfortunate woman who fell to
the floor mortally wounded

mine aggie whose heart was filled
with grief and anger took in the fullfall
weight of the tragedy she leaped to
ward her beloved mother evidently
without a thought ofnerainer own danger
she endeavored to raise her prostrate
and bleeding form then it flashed
into her mind that thehe murderer must
be disposed of and the lioness of her
characterobaracter asserted itself the asbassin
snapped hishia pistol three times at the
heroic girl butbus the weapon missed fire
she bounded into the adjoining room
and with almost supernatural rapidity
snatched herbar fafathersthetys gun from its ac-
customedcus tomed place but could not at the
moment find the cartridges in an
instantIn gun in baud she was sintheat the
dobrof the apartment which waa the
scene otof the murder

the hired man who had been chop-
ping timber had heard the shot which
struck down mrs flie fearing some-
thing was wrong hebe rushed to the
house and entered at the same moment
that aggie appeared in the partition
doorwaydeor way the scene told itsIN own story
so the faithful fellow leaped toward the
murderer and dealt him a stunning
blow with hisbis flatfist which felled him to
the floor he then throwthrew himself upon
the prostrate form of the assassassinassiD
wrenchedwrenchedthethe pistol from his grasp
and unclasping the cartridge belt also
took possession of that when the
hired man arose to hisbin feet the murder
er sprang up and ran out through the
back door and reached the timber be-
fore he could be captured

the hired man notified the two boysboy


