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esplern Arizona, where be establisbed
a ranch e¢lose to the Chiricabhus Moun-
talpe. He took with him parl of bie
lamily, ipneludieg his wife Diana, »
large, fine locking womaDn, noiable
8mong her friends for ber kindnesa of
heurt spd apd wiclesouled hosgpitality.

The locelion of the ranch is about
sevenly miies frozy, Boours, Old Mex-
oo, and no very gieat distance from
New Mexico. The region was thio-
ly populated, and there was
scarcely ap inhabited epot withio
elght of the Fife uvomlicile, The family
were ip an exposed posiiion, spd coun-
sequently io immipent dspger from
depredsations of renegade Apache Io-
Jiaps, who Boon began lo meke rajds
on Llie stock.

Io Feburmary, 1862, Yooog Jobb
Fite, althat time little more than s
lad, made a customary trip loto the
mountaios to procure Limber, He was
accompanied by two hired men, botb
of them ex-soldiers. Tbey euntered
a defile wilh thelr tenms aDy Wele in
the ucto! preparing to go to work
whben somethiog startling oceurred.
The sound of seve:ral ghots runog
out 1D tbhe fnrest, and the three
woodemen scon comprehended that
they were being stiacked by =
gang of Dnaked Apscher, who bau
taken positions behlnd adjacent trees
apd opened s f[oeilade npon them.
Then ensued & determioed fight. Tbe
File men seized their r.fles and replied
to the savages wilh the coufage com-
moDd to western frootieremen, The
ptroggie was briel s far as related to
John’s companioos, who were, In the
early stage of the attack, both Lot
down and a/mesl immedistely ex-
pired.

Young Fire beiog left alone o such

ap ucequsl struggle, was in ex-
ireme peril. He saw Lhat hie
chences of eescaping a violsnt

death were overwhelmingly against
him, hut he never for au instant lost
gelf contro). He made adasb for a olus-
ter of large rocks vn the face of atlope
and msosged to make hisexlemporized
fortificeliuvn mofe secure by rapidly
filllog 1o some openines with smaller
stones,

The [ndians changed their positions
with a view lo commanding the young
man’es miniature tortrese, bul every
time coe of the attacklng parly ehowed
himsell, crack went Jobo’s ritie, apd
his sseailants scon learned the meces-
sity o! cautlon. Meuntime they kepl
up a0 ingessant fire, und John’s poej-
tlon became, it jpossible, graduslly

woree. A bullet stiuck bim io the
thigh snd ploughed through
the flesh® lengthwiee, sDd  ay-
other made an ugly wound

i hie wrist and, to add to the peril of
his situation, he spon discovered that
hjs ammunition was nearly exhausted.
A lew moreshols and he would be at
the weroy 0l the pavuges, - Floally his
Iagt shot was fired npd he expected
1bnt the band would at oopce rugh ‘o
and Hoieh bim iD ehort order.

The Ipdinps now obanged thei
tactics, Jonn’s rifie beioy silevl, they
emerged Irom higing, bul they did not
attemupt to onrry the litile forl by slorm,

I, was evident they thought tha:
John was reperving s few ehole
for close gqusarters. ADyWwWsy Llbey

collected a large :mount of bruah,
which they.piled 8jl around the hid-
ing place of the ycung man at bay

and eet it on fire, expecling thal be
would come out and they could tben
earily shoot him dowo,

To say that John Was in & hol place
would be putting it mildly,. He wss
scoo iD the ceuire of & olrcie of fire.
The fiames roared and crackled, belny
fanped by a rlaing breeze. He waw
Iying at full length on the grouod,
apd the fire resched his feet suy
buroned the beel of his boot. His sen-
sattons were in upieon with the terrible
cbaracter of the situation, The last ray
of Dope of eecope had abouf lakep
flight. when the Lreeze stiflened anu
biew the smoke of the encirgling fire
dewh the canyen., Sudidenly bhe was
seized with ap impulee, which oo-
curred sa if an audlble voice had sug-
gested §t. Aocting upon it bLe arose,
dashed through the flames and, keep-
ing in the line of the pmoke, tan dyown
the canyon., He felt that it was a race
for lile, and thethought, notwithstany-
ing bis wounded thizh, gave impetus
to bis speed. He neverstopped uhlil
he had covered s dlateoce of three
miles, when he reached s emelter com-
pletely exbausied from loes of hloou,
his tremendous exertion and Lhe len-
sion of his feelings during the ordesl
tbrough whioh be bad peased.

The pecple al the rmelter look care
of the young map for the time beiue,
a0y senl a messenger to his father to
intorm him of what had occurred.

The maoner of young Flte’s escape
was maivelous, but it seems tbhat Lhe
Apacbhes who were walilng eagerly lo
murder him the moment he rhould
emerge [rom his biding place, made no
pursuit of him. Oune of the repegades
of the gang afterwards told one o!f
Geperal Crook’s Indian scouts Lhe
reason for their oot doing so. They
saw Lhe lad dimly ae he pussed through
the emoke, but were seized With fear
and fell back, belleviong the figure to
be his ghost.

It appeared f{rom evidence which
afterwards eame Lo Jight that two of
Apaches were Killed in the attuck and
several others wounded.

When the elder Fife learned that bis
two hired men had beeo killed, bls son
wounded and his horses and barnese
stolen by the wild A pacbes, he rode in
haste to cort Bowie. A company of
cavalry was sl once dispatched in pur-
suit of the Ioduians, In the hope of re-
onverlog tbDe stolen property. Mr.
Fife accompanled the troops,
who followed the marauders wup
lo tbe Mexican line, over which
the eoidieras could Dot pass. The
savages were, howevVer, encountered
by 8 bedy of Mexioan troops, and io
the fight that ensued a pumber were
ktlled oo both sides.

Aflalisat the Fife ranch ran aloag
with comparalive smoothbDess uDti)
1884. Oob the 12th of Beptember of that
year Mr. Flle had pocesion Lo go to
Tombstone ou business. He gave his
two sona sirict jpstructions to wslay
sround the house durlog his sbsence.
This direction wae given with s view
to the protection of Mrir Fife uand
desughter, Lhe latter a fine comely gir}
ofsixleen, After his depatture, how-
ever, the boys thought there would be
no harm fo puthng in some time in
Cutting hay on a field only u short die-
taoce from the domijoile,

Tbere 788 spnother mnale member of
the establishmwent, a Mexican, who had

been bired to oul wond in an sdjseent
clump of timber. Onp thie particular
dsy this mup, an bonesi, faithful fel-
low, was epgaged in that Ekind of
iabor.

Toward opoon s Mexicaen of hrutal
apd forbidding nspect, eolered the
boute. He was a Jarge map. Hls
fage wae bread, cbeek bopes high,
forenead low and abruvtly sloping,
while his snall dull eyes were rcstless,
rurtively glaneging from ooe object Lo
apother; just such & fellow as one
would imagine capable of any orlue
vn the caleodar, lncluding morder.
Doubtless this Iinpressiond Wap made by
uim upon Mre. Fite and her daughter,
thbe only inmates of the house
at the time he ontered |t.
Their sentiment of yread was doubilesa
velyhtened hy the [sot Lhat his walst
wus eLcircled hy a belt filled with
couriridges and & large revolver was
suepenved Irom .

The pativeMexionn 18 utually suave,
Even the crimioal class comes within
thiz ruie, But this bLurly ieliow wuas
an exnggerated exceptlon. Address-
ing tbe mistress of the establishment,
he raid?

@Five me 8 melon.*

Toe uemnnd was compllied with.
Alter eating a part of the article he
aououDCed Lhet he must be supplled
with dJdinper. 71his decree was also
cbeyey. The converaailon in tbe
mesntime condocted was mesgre and
desultory. The meal corciuded the
stranger made & remalk shout
somethiog outside the house
and told Mre. Fife to look
inreugh the window at it. This she
did, when Lhe viiljap suddenly
whipped cut hie pisto), took dellherate
aim «pd sent a bullet through the body
of the unfottupnate woman, who fell Lo
the floor morwlly wounded,.

Miee Aguie, whose beart was filled
wilh griet and asger, toock In the full
weight of the trageuy, Hbe leaped Lo-
ward her beloved mother, evidently
without a thouzht of her own daopger,
Bhe endeavored to raise her prostrats
apd bleeding form, Then it fluened
1oto her mind tbat the murderer must
be disposed of, any the liopers of her
charascter asserted iteelf, 'T'he msesesin
snapped his pistol three times at the
beroicgirl, but the weapon misged fire.
She bounued folo the sujuining room
and with almost sapernasurusl rapldity
snstched her fatber’s guno from ite ac-
customed place, bul could not st the
woment Anod the cartridges, In sn
instant, gun 1D haud, she was sl the
Jdoor of the apartment which waa the
scens of Lhe murder.

The hired man who bad been chop-
ping timber had beard the shot whigh
gtruck down Mra, Flie., Fearing some-
thiny was wrong he rushed to the
hoeuse snd enlered at the sume moement
thet Ayggie appeated in lhe partition
dvorway. The scene told lts ownstory,
so the faithiul feliew leaped tnward Lthe
murderer and dJdeait bim a stuoolog
blow with hie fist, which Iclled hiwmn 1o
the floor. He then threw himeell upon
the proeirate form of the #Ausawsin,
wrenched the pielol {from his grasp,
apd, anclasping the cartridge beit also
took possession of that, When Lhe
hired man arore L0 bls feet the murder-
er epraDg up and ran out through the
hack door anid reached the Limher be-
tore he could be captured.

The bired man notjfied the two boyse



