
THE DESERET
can but touch thee I1 shall be
made whole then you need no ma-
terial power because the power of
divine life the drawing power of the
holy spirit has brought the man unto
the kingdom of god and there he
will stay he needs no chains to bind

jimnoshiiimno prison walls to hold him
and so this kingdom of god isiii not of
this earth in its methods in its plans

why at the time when jesus was
crucified and then just a little later
jerusalem was being filled up with the
multitudes of people from all over the
land it was the day of pentecost
when peter preached his first great
sermon and on that occasion the
jews from all nations of the worldorld
had gathered together it was a time
when rome always trembled it was a
time when the authorities of romeborne
were afraid afanof an uprising of ahejewthe jew-
ish people you remember that jeru-
salem was then under the power the
political power of the ro-
man empire 1 they were always
afraid that the jewish people a very
courageous people a strong a warlike
people would rise up in rebellion at
that season of the year when soao many
of them were therebere and now on this
occasion remember jesus of nazareth
had been put to death by the roman
governor the disciples of jesus stand-
ing before the great mass of
people who had gathered together
and apostles were there you might
sayFAY were chafedchafee in their hearts against
rome because rome had crucified
their master what more than this to
call out from them all the vengeance
of their hearts what more than this
to awaken the anger that was slumber-
ing there to bring them out to avenge
themselves on the soldiers ot rome
and yet when peter stood before that
great people he not one word of
revenge agalagainstnot the roman empirerevenuehe simplyamply told the people that now
hadbad come thejibe time when god in
mighty power had come to manifest
himself to this world anew and that
he wanted all the people to repent of
their sins and accept the one great
atonement that jesus of nazareth
whom the jews had accused and the
romans hadbad crucified had made and
then as in the march of his logic in
the power of his eloquence and the
greatercreater power of divine truth by the
belpelp of the holy spirit as it began to
search their hearts and show them
their need of some reconciliation to the
god whom they hadbad offended they
began to cry out all through the great
mass of people men and brethren
what shall we do what shall we do
then peter did not say rise up
in your might now and put
down your enemiesenernies with the sword
no he said repent of your sins 11

that was the one great thing the
trouble with you my friendsfrie
he said is you are out-
side of the kingdom of god
you have been the wandering sheep
from the fold of the master you have
ronegone astray but come back come back
to god andaid the doors of the KIkingdomhigdom
are open to receive you weWea areretoldtold
that on that occasionioD three thousand
souls were bowed in repentance and
sorrowmorrow for sin and expressed their hope
and faith in the lord jesus christ

nowiglow you skeptics in jerusalemJeruealeoa who
think that christ did not know what
he said when he declared ismy king

dom la not of this world you skep-
tics in jerusalem who think that there
is no divine power to control the
hearts of men and make them strongstrone
you skeptics in jerusalem who believe
that there is nothing on the earth but
what is of it go and tell pilate
that over there around the
temple one of the disciples of the lord
jesus whom he has first crucified has
been preap bing to the masses of the
people and three thousand men and
women are ready to follow him antiand
will pilate be afraid well but think
thattiethat the great uprising which romeborne
has dreaded so long has come no it
has not come pilate will remember
that christ said my kingdom is not
of this world if it were my servants
would fight pilate has no need of
roman soldiers to stop any uprising
and he knows that roman soldiers led
by the great roman eagle bearing thebe
glittering weapons which rome has
provided winwild be powerless against the
preaching of that disciple now
bold in the lord but once
cowardly before a servant girtgirl who ac-
cused him of being the disciple of
christ ob my friends pilate knew
enough when the holy spirit had
made it plain to him an enemy of god
and humanity though behelas to satisfy
him that roman soldiers could not
stop the spread of the truth in the
hearts of the people and he kept duketqu iet
he had no need to make a stir on that
occasion

nowthennorthenNow then this kingdom of christ is
not of this world in its victories in its
triumphs in the consummation which
it brings for humanity it is that
kingdom of love and truth and peace
and joy in the holy ghost which gives
to us the comfort of the heart
which ringskringsk to us the eonconsolation
of divine presence and which when
we hive finished the journeylourney of life
opens the great gate of pearl to usue aejanu
brings us into heaven there comes
that final consummation there is the
triumph of the gospel here the tri-
umph ot the kingdom of god on this
earth but there Is14 a greater a better
a more glorious triumph for all eternity
when the saints of god everywhere
are gathered together as one people
and when as jphn saw in that great
vision on the island of patmos there
shall go up to heaven from out of all
nations and kindreds and tongues and
people some redeemed saved from
their sins all over the world there
shall hebe beard the shouts of joy and
the angels of god shall awing wide
those pearly gates of welcome for the
redeemed not from one place alone
but from all over the footstool of god

do you ask then why we call this a
kingdom at all do you ask Isin it
indeed the kingdom of which christ
speaks and I1 answer yes 11 in
every essential particular the king-
dom of christ on earth tois a kingdom
it is for this earth but not of it it isin a
kingdom in its history you know we
talk about the nations of this world to-

day we talk of we talk of
the united states we talk of the
powers across the sea and the powers
on this side the seqsea add then we
speak of the nations of ancient
times nations that have pawedpassed away

living today only in their history
now all these nations have hadbad a be-

ginning and some of them have had
their end but we read the story to

a nation belongs the history of the
natian we know about england to-
day as we turn back in the pages of
secular history and read what belongs
to england the origin of that nation
thith strength of that nation howbow it han
developed its laws and the liberties of
its people how it has grown in
strength in wisdom and in influence
in the nations of the earth and so
alongaloner down down the history we stopatop
at runnymeadeRunny meade we read of themagna charta the constitution for
england people and then becomewe come
to our own nation we read the history
of the united states our nation today
tois a nation of american history we
read about how our people were
separated from england how in I1in-
dependence

U

HIIhall ththeyy declared them-
selves an indindependent nation and
how later they gathered together and
framed a constitution and laws to
govern the people bo80 we say of our
na alon it is18 a nation of history

now then the kingdom of god the
kingdom of christ on this earth is the
kingdom sf history anclana the history of
that kingdom we begin with
the first chapter of genesis where we
read in the first words in the begin-
ning god created the heavens and the
earth P we read the story of the

of this earth the fashioning
of it into its present form the peopling
of it with humanity and all that and
there tois the beginning odtheof the history of
the kingdom of god we read along
these years how god brought out from
the world a people for himself and
how all along this history while godi
is holding the matmaterialbrial universe in RIBhis
handband while the things of earth that
is the material ththingsings are all directed
by divine power along the same line
by the same divine power with the
samegame omnipotence and with the same
wisdom and love god is planning for
thespiritual development of manmeanwhileWhile
he is planning material things forfop hishia
use his success his development ouon
the footstool of god he isin planning
larger and better things for the experi-
ence of his soul its development in
righteousness its final salvation and
bringing him to heaven and god we
follow this history all along the way we
see how that the god of nature andana the
god of salvation are inseparable we
see that somewhere in the gat uni-
verse is some force as infidels would
tell us the great first cause and noth-
ing more the great creative power
we see that god is not only the cre-
ator but the preservererver of the uuniversediverse
and so the god who made the heavens
and the earth tois the god who holdsholda
these things in his handsbands today
the of the present time
will sit down and figure out
and write down so that we may read
out the eclipses of the sun and ofif the
moon and tell us just when they will
occur for the years that are to come
and our almanacs and our tables that
every one of us may read and have in
ou rhomes they will tell us just when
to look for an eclipse of the sun or
moonMOOD we watch our clocks on the
day that the eclipse intois to beibe and just at
the moment we look out at the sunBUD or
the moon and the eclipse tois begin-
ning meu have found out that these
things come with unerring certainty
now infidel scientists would tell us
that it tois because the laws of nature
are ununererrina in their movements that


