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can  but touch Thee I shall be
made whole,”’ then you pneed no ma-
terial power, because the power of
Divine hife, the drawing power of the
Holy Spirit has brought the man unto
the Kingdom of God, and there he
will stay. He needs no chaina to bind
&im,.no prison walls to bold bim.
And so this Kingdom ot God is not of
thie earth in its methods, ip its plans.

Why, at the time when Jesus was
crucified, and then just a little later,
Jerusalem was being filled up with the
muititudes of people from all over the
lapd. It was the day of Pentegost,
when Peter preached his first great
sermon, and on that occasjon the
Jewes, from all nations of the world
had gathered together. It was a time
when Rome always trembled; it was a
time wheno the authorities of Rome
were alraid of an uprising of the Jew-
ish people. You remember that Jeru-
salem was then under the power—the
‘political - power — of  the Ro-
man ¥Fmpire; they were always
afraid that the Jewish people—a very
courageous pecpie. & strong, a warlike
people—would rise up In -rebellion at
thut season of the year, when so many
of them were there. And pow on this
occasion—renftmber Jesus of Nazareth
bad been put to death by the Roman
governor—the diacipler of Jesus, stand-
ing before the great ass of
people who had gathered together—
nnd Apostles were there—you might
say were chafed In their hearts against
Rome, bevnuse Rome had crucified
their Master. Whut more thanp this to
call out from them all the vengeance
of their hearte? What more than this
to awaken the anger that was slumber-
ing there, to bring them out to aAvenge
themselves on the sgldiers ot Rome?
And yet when Peter stoud before that
great people he spake not one word of
reven against the Roman empire.

He simply told the people that now
* bad ccme ihe time when God, in
mighty power, had come to manifest
Himself to this world anew, and that
He wanted all the people to repent of
their sins and accept the one great
atonement that Jerus of Nuzareth
whom the Jews had accused and the
Romaps had erucified had made. And
then, as in the march of hislogie, in
the power of his eloguence, and the
greater power of Divine truth, by the
help of the Holy Spirit, as it began to
search their hearts and show them
their need of some reconciliation to the
God whom they had offended, they
began to cry out all through the great
mass of people, ‘‘Men and brethren,
what shall we do, what shall we de?»
Then Peter did not say, ‘“Rise up
im your might pow and put
down your enemies with the sword.”?
No; be said, “Repent of your sins.”?
That was the one great thing. ‘‘The

tronble with you, my friends,?
he - ‘said, i you are out-
side of fthe Kingdom of (3od.

you have been the wandering sheep
from the fold of the Master, you bave
gone astray, but come back, come bhack
to (Rod, and the doors of the Kipydom
are open to receive you.”> Weare told
that on thai occasion three thousand
souls were bowed in repentance and
sorrow for 8ln and vxpressed their hope
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
*“Now you skeptics in Jerusalera who
think that Christ did not know -what
be maid when he declared My King-
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dom Is not of this world;’’ you skep.
tics in Jerusalem who think that there
is no divine power to control the
hearts of men and make them strong;
¥ou skeptics in Jerusalem who believe
that there s nothing on the earth but
what is of it, go and tell Pilate
that  over there, around the
Temple, one of the diseiples of the Lord
Jesus, whom he has ﬁra‘t) orucified, bas
been preaching to the masses of the
people, and " three thousand men and
women are ready to  follow him, and
will Pilate be afraid? Woell, but think
that the great nprising whick Rome
has dreaded so long has enme. No, it
has not come. Pilate will remember
that Christ said My Kingdom is not
of this world. If it were my servanle
would flzht.?” Pilate has no need of
Roman soldiers to stop any uprising,
and he knows that Roman soldiers, led
by the great Roman eagle, bearing the
glittering weapons which Rome has
provided, wil be powerless auainst the
preacLing of that disciple. Now
bold in- the Lord but once
cowardly before a servant girl who ac-
cused him of heing the dizciple of
Christ. Ob, my friends, Pilate knew
enough when the Holy Spirit had
made 1t plain to him, an enemy of God
and humanity though he was, to satisfy
him that Roman soldiers could not
atop the spread of the truth in the
hearts of the people, and he kept quiet.
He had no need to make a stir on that
oceasion.

Now,then, this Kingdom of Christ is
pot of this world in its victories, in its
triumphs, in the consummation which
it brings for humanity. [t is that
Kingdom of love and truth, and peace
and joy in the Holy (Ghost which gives
to us the comfort of the heart,
which Lrings to us the eonsolation
of Divine presence, and which, when
we h=ve finished the journey of life,
opens the great gate of pearl to us and
brings ua into heaven. There vcomes
that final consummatlion. There is the
triumph of the Gospel here, the tri-
umph of the Kingdom of God on this
earth; but there Is n greater, a Letler,
a more glorious triumph for all eternity
when the 8aints of God -everywhere
are gathered together as one people,
and when, as John saw in that great
vision on the ieland of Patmos, there
shall go up to heaven from out of all
pations and kindreds and tongues and
people, some redeemed, saved from
their sins, All over the world there
shall he heard the shoute of joy, and

the angels of God shall swing wide’

those pearly gates of welcome for the
redeemed, not from one place alone,
but from all over the footstool of God.

Do you ask, then,why we call this a
kingdom atall? Do you ask; Is it
indeed the kingdom® of which Christ
speaks, and [ apswer ‘“‘yea’’ In
every essential particular the King-
dom of Christ on earth is a kingdom.
it is for this earth but not of it. Itisa
kingdom in its history. You know we
talk about the nations of this world to-
day. We talk of kingland, wetalk of
the Unlted States, we talk of the
powers across the sea and the powers
on this side the ses, add then we
spesk of the pations of anciend
times—nations that huve Eueed AWAY
—living today only in their history.
Now all these nations have had a be-
giuning, and some of them have had
theirend. But we read thestory. To
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a nution belupgs the history of the
pation. We kfiow about England te-
day as we turn back in the pages of
secular history and read what belongs
to England; the origin of that nation,
th~ strength of that nation; bhow It has
developed its Inws and the liberties of
its people; how it has grown ip
strength, in wisdom and in influence
in the nations of the earth. And ap
along down, down the history we ztop
at Runnymeade. We read of the
Magna Charta, the constitution for
England’s people. And then we come
toour pwn nation. YWe read the history
of the United States; our nation today
is a pation of American history. W
read about how ‘our people were
separated from England; how in Jp-
dependence Hall they declared thum-
selves an independent nation, apd
how, later, they gathered together ang
{ramed » constitution and lawe to
govern the people. o we say of our
Datlon, it is a nation of history.

Now then, the Kingdem of God, the
Kingdom of Chriet on this earth, Iathe
kingdom sf history, and the history of
thatkingdom isthe Bible. We beginwith
the first chapter of (Fenesis, where we
read io the first words, *In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the
earth.”” We read the story of the
moulding of this earth, the fashioning
of it, into its present form, the peopling.
of it with humanity, and all that; and
there is the beginning of the history of
the Kingdom of God. We read along
these years, how God brought out from
the world a people for Himself; and
how ail along this history, while Gud
is holding the material universe in His
hand, while the things of earth—that
is, the material things—are ail directed.
by divioe power, along the same line,
by the same divine power, with the
same Omnipotence, and with the same
wisdom and love, God is planping for
thespiritualdevelopment of man, While-
He is planning material things for hia
use, hia success, his development on
the footstool of Ged, He i& planning
larger snd better things for the experi-
ence of his soul, its development iy
righteousness, its final ealvation, and
bringing him to heaven and God. " We
follow this history allalong the way, We
see how that the God of natare ang the
God of saivation are inseparable,. We
pee that somewhere in the great uni-
verse ig some force—ar infidels would
tell us, the great first cause, and noth-
ing more—the great creative power
We ece that God is not only the Cre-
ator, but the Prescrver of the universe.
A pd eo the God who made the heavens
and the earth is the God who holds
these things in His hands today.
The scintiests of the present time
will it down and figure out,
and write down 80 that we may read
out, the eclipses of the sunand of the
mooD, and tell vus just when they will
ocecur for the years that are to cowe:
and our almanacs and our tables, that
every one of us may res.l and have in
ourhomen, they will teli us just when
tolook for an eclipse of the sunor
moon. We watch our clocks on the
day that the ecllimse lsto be, and just at
the moment we look out at the sun, or
the moon, and the eciipse is begin-
ning. -Meu bave found ont that these
things come with unerring certainty.
Now, infidel sclentists would tell ua
that it is because the lawa of nature
are unerring Io their movements, that



