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I1 trust that the latter day saints will
exercise faith in behalf of those who ad-
dress them A congregation of people
like those present who have come to-
gether to worship the lord have comecoad
doubtless with great desire thateliat they
may be fed the bread of life and one
aouwouldld naturallynaturallir be appalled at attempt-
ing to addresswaddress a gathering of this size
anand character unless he had the assur-
ance that the lord would help him
this hymn that we have just sung 0 O
my father thou that dwellest 0 etc is
full of meaning and inspires solemn
thoughts it seems to be almost a reve-
lation of itself in fact the grand truths
which it contains were revealed through
the prophet joseph and while it was
being sung I1 thought how little mankind
know of the truths which are embodied
in those four verses of poetry the
lord has been very kind and merciful
unto his children in these latter days
in revealing the relationship which ex
ests between himself and the children
of men and in communicating some of
his purposes in placing man here upon
the earth in this respect the latter day
saintsts or those who have received the
jeisigospel0 p61 have the advantage of the rest
of mankind while the scientific world
and a large portion of the religious
world are groping in dense darkness
concerning theme orangin of man and thehe
purpose ofof the crcreatorr in placing himpurposehereere and while they are striving to ar-
rive at some conclusion that will prove
satisfactory the latter day saints pos-
sess knowledge concerning their origin
they do not believe that they have been
evolved from some lower order of crea-
tion nor that they have come on the
earth by chance if the gospel did no
moreanore for us than this what a great boon
it wouldatwould be dispelling darkness and un-
certainty and mens theories concerning
the origin of man and we could go on
and touch upon a great many principles
in like manner concerning which the
revelations of jesus have given us
knowledge and understanding

the latter day saintsSaint aresare in a position
to progress and to become informed in
every direction without having to stop
to investigate the theories anoand views of
men the lord has revealed with
plainness and simpsimplicitylAcity accompanied
vainnessbyy the testimonytos ot the holy ghost
manyanany things about which the world is in

doubt books have been written and
years of time spent by learned men to
establish what is called the darwinian
theory while others have endeavored to
ccombat that theory it hasbas disturbed
the whole rreligiousebigio s world many
preachers of the gospel have adopted
this theory the result is infidelity has
spread doubt has been thrown upon
the mosaic account of creation the
whole religious world has been agitated
and in many instances faith in the
scriptures has been destroyed by this
theory of the eminent philosopher
charles darwin I1 suppose the majority
of theologians who have been trained
in the universities during the last quarter
of a century are inclined to look upon
the mosaic account of the creation as
mythical in character men will try to
show you and apparently succeed
that this earth and its inhabitants have

I1 existed for a far longer period than the
bible warrants us in believing only a
week or two ago it was published that
some scientific man in digging in the
ruins of one of the ancient cities found
as he claims evidences that that city
was in existence thousands of years be-
fore the biblical time of the creation olof
man according to the chronology in
the bible the savior came about four
thousand years after the placing of
adam on the earth but this man of
science says this city must have been in
existence seven or eight thousand years
before the birth of the savior he pro-
duces evidence of this in the form of
pottery upon which the records of those
days were kept and which he has suesuc
ceedee in decipheringdecipherine other scientific
men attempt to prove in different ways
that thoth earth has been in existence long
periods anterior to the time that those
who believe in the bible accept they
talk of the flint age of the bronze age
of the iron age etc and try to prove
from these things that the antiquity of
man is far greater than wethe bible
chronology gives evidence of

had not the lord given us revelation
confirmed bythe gift of the holy ghost
what a condition we would have been
in as well as the rest of mankind how
we would have been agitated and left a
prey to doubt and uncertainty conconcern-
ing

ern
these vital truths but the lord has

given unto us evidences that are indis
mutableoutable he has given unto us the
bible which has come down from the
jews he has corroborated that by the
revelation of the book of mormon
one though translated by the learning
of man contains many precious truths
and the other has been translated by the
power otof god there is no other book
that it is calmed has been translated by
the power of god but the book of mor-
mon this has come to us pure and
authentic and we can rely upon its

testimony in addition to these books
we have the revelations of the lord to
this church contained in the book of
doctrine and covenants these three
witnesses agree president woodruff
used a very happy and expressive
phrase this morning when he said that
this dispensation dovetailedove tailed into the
former dispensations so with these
books they dovetail into each other
and they form a combination that can-
not be broken because they agree
exactly every truth harmonizes with
every other0i er truth and there is no con-
flictdevergbetween them i

this people are exceedingly happy in
having possession of these indisputable
evidences concerning such important
subjects do the latter day saints be-
lieve that they have ascended ofor been
evolved from a lower order of creationiW
no torfor god has revealed to this churco
that we are his children made in his
image and possessing the gifts and fitat
tributes of god not in cheit perfection
not in their developed condition butbatt
possessing them nevertheless Wwe have
these godlike powers and attributes
we have descended from god and can
claim our parentage from Hhimim as emiah
as our children can claim their parentage
from us men may have lived in a iolow
condition the evidences of this can
be produced it can be proved that
men fell from their high estate and that
inin many instances they have lived in
degradation just as the Lama hate
descended to their low estate PAAbut we
know from the record that god has givenghen
to us the causes that have produced
this we know that the Lama wewere
once a noble race of people but through
centuries of wrongdoingwrong doing they have be-
come degraded and lowjow this IMhsbeen the case with many races I10our
own ancestors have been in this COUXcondi-
tion if we trace back far enough
originally however man stood in the
presence otof uisis maker and his maker
recognized him as his son he bestow-
ed upon man blessings such as one so0o
exalted would naturally bestow upon his
offsoffspringprin but there was another pow-
er ogkat work satan who rebelled against
god and sough tto destroy the purposes
of jehovah spread abroad his baneful
influences and these evil influences
have had to be contended with through
all the generations of men until ibetepresent time

you can see my brethren and sisters
the advantage that we possess in having
the truth revealed to us it ought to be
the aim of our livesjives to preserve that
truth and to teach it to our childrenchildrel
that they may be the custodians ot itt
and preserve it from the false ideas and
vain philosophy that arere being so incaniindus-
triouslytriou sly propagated att the present anlime
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in the highest institutions of learning in


