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MORMONISM A PRACTICAL
~ EVERY DAY RELIGION.
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—

(Reported by 19 W, Otterstrom.)

T doubt not that all here assembled
have been interested and instructed in
the very concise and. succliet des-
cription, given by President Richard
W, Young, of the essentlal features
characterizing the organization of the
Chureh, This will be of special inter-
est, as Intimated by him, to those who
are not members of the Church, yet
are interested in the study of its or-
ganization; and L am quite sure it will
be equally instructed to all—to the
members of the Chureh themselves,
for [ take it that we spend none too
much time, and devote no excessive
cftort, to the study of the organizi-
tion of the Church to which we helong;
and 1t is well for ug (o hear, trom time
to time, a relteration of the essential
features of this marvelous orguaniza-
tlon, 1 use the term “marvelous or-
ganlzntlou with  due consideration,
for the plan upon which this Church
i founded and organized has been
favorably commented upon by stu-
dents  of social organizations and of
sociology in general, throughout the
civilized lands of the world.

You have doubtless gathered from
what has been said, that this Chureh
is preeminently practical in its re-
quirements and in its teachings and
doctrines. True, it  has announced
some truths pertaining egpecially to
the spiritual part of man, to the re-

lationship  bhetween man  and  his
malker, to the conditions which we
expeet to oxperience in the here-

after, that have surprised the students
of theology in many lands, ang that
have called forth comment and criti-
cism, favorable and unfavorable, mak-
ing the name and fame of the Church
known for good ov for evil far and
wide; but it is not content with the
enunciation of theologle theories, nor
in the proclamation of  doctrinal
dogmas,

It holds that religion, to be of value,
must be an every-day affair with man:
that It must enter into all his doings,
that it must govern him in his deal-
ings with his fellows, as it must dic-
tate to him in his offerings to his God.
The Church teaches, as taught the
apostlog of old, that religion is an af-
falr of personal, individual, and every-
day life, T call to mind the fact that
the Apostle James, in addressing his
general epistle to the church of thut
day, made use of these words:

“Pure religion and undefiled be-
fore God and the Tather is thisg, to
visit the fatherless and widows in
thelr affliction, and to keep himself
ungpotted from the world.”

The Latter-day Saints hold that
prayers do not reach their intended
destination when they go up from
men _who ‘withhold their help from
the suffering and distressed. The
leuders of the Church say to the peo-
ple and the Lord says unto the people
through them, “Let not your prayers
be. mingled with the groans of the
* hungry and the sick and the suffering
whom ye fail to aid or succor.”

* MATERIAL:PEOPLE,

Yes, we are a material people. We
do’believe in attending to the. things
of this life, and attending to them
well, because we recognize a most
intimate relationship between' the ‘life
we are now leading and the 1ifa wa
led” before we came into this state
of mortality, even as we proclaim and
affirm an exact and intimate relation-
ship between this life and the  life
beyond the grave. Thig 'life is mo
mere trifle in the 'experience of the
so@l's progression, MIUs. mortal pro-
bation is nowuhimpartant experience
ingthe planithat God has made for
the' endiess ‘progression of his child-
reil. Mortality‘is-esdential to our ad-
vahcement. Birth into this world was
a part of (God’'s plan; and death is
no lesy a part of {t. With such a
view of life, we do not heliave our-
selves justified in neglecting the prac-

tleal  affairs . of  life. Wo be-
lteve o . being, thrifty, industri-
oyg  progressive.  We  belicve in

befng up to the times in all matters
pettaining to the elvilization of the
day. We belicve In adopting all im-
provements, inventions, discoveries. We
believe that every man who has done
ought to advance his fellows in true
civilization, to increase thelr konwledge
of truth, or to show them new and
valuable applications of truths already
known, Is a servant of God. We be-
lieve that men have been sent to earth
to accomplish great deeds in affairs
that you may call temporal and ma-
terial. We believe that the discoverer
of this continent was just as truly ap-
pointed and set apart for his work be-
fore he came into the flesh, was" just
as . truly .inspired and directed in the
accomplishment of that appointed mis-
sion, as has been any prophet or apos-
tle wwho has lived.

LORD CONCERNED IN WORLDLY
ATFAIRS.

We do not believe that the Lord has

Interest only in the future: "“We believy

that He is concerned. in the affairs of
th[s world, and although many a onc
refuses to acknowledge His sovereign-
Ly, He has demonstrated Hig power
to put down Kings from their throncs,
and to ralse un leaders when He would.
I'he t;flnllx'g'll of Jesus Christ of Luatter-
day Sants says to its people:  “Itespect

z\'nd honor those who rule amongst
you, for government is ordained of
God, and iy acceptable unto Him in

proportion to the purity of its organ-
fzation, and to the integrity of those
Who administer the affairs thereof.
Have respect unto the rulers of your
l"{Ol)l-:. of vour nation, of your state,
or vour city, because, without proper
administration  of government, ad-
viancement is checked, and in propor-
tion to the misdivection, evil takes the
place of good.”

In common with veligious organi-
zations in general, we believe in com-
ing together often in gatherings such
as  these, in worshiping assemblics,
that we may be the better able to
contemplate and study the prineiples
and the truths of the gospel, that we
may be able to instruct one anothoer
from time to tlme, and thus assist in
strengthening each other's taith, be-
cause we think that the spiritual part
of man requires assistance, nourish-
ment, il you please, exercise, and uac-
tion just as much as does the body:
and we think that a man may become
spiritually idle, as he may bé physical-
ly. The man whose spirvit is in a
healthy state, the man who has kept
himself in tune with the music of
spiritual development, cannot  keep
still any more than the healthy child
can keep Its bhands or its feet still
from morning till night. "The man who
has the power of splritual health op-
crating within him, will seek and make
opportunity of dolng good, will not be
content with idleness or neglect.  We
believe that in coming together, in
taking part in the proceedings of wor-
ship, we do become strengthened, and
thus the soul of man is built up and
made better and stronger.

MAN A DUAL BEING.

Incidentally, let me say, in passing,
that there is a pecullar application of
that term *“soul” in Mormon theology,
somewhat different from the generally
accepted meaning of the term. We hold
that & man i a dual being; that be-
side this body which we may sec and
fecl and welgh, there Is o spirftual man,
an intelligent bétng, who lived before
ever hia hody was rramed of the elo-
ments of earth, a being who shall llve
after the body is placed in the tomb,
and after it has gone to decay, and
to us, the spirit is not the soul; the
combined spirit and body, the complete
man, is the soul, and when we speak,
therefore, of the adviancement or pro-
gression of the soul, we mean that pro-
gression which contemplates the ad-
vaucement of this body and spirit ag
one, We attach sanctity to the body
that God has given us, recognlzing it
as one of His great gifts. We may
not know the full purpose and plan

of the Creator In providing that
His spiritual children  should  thus
be tabernacled, each In a body com-

posed of the elements of eurth, but we
do know that He withheld that privi-
lege from some who were not worthy

of taking upon themseclves bodies.
Satun and his follawers wero denled

that endowment, and thus were stopped
in their progression,

MORTAL TABERNACLE SACRED,

The body s sacred unto us: we feel
that we have no right to defile it: we
have no right to illuse it: we should
seek to keep it clean and pure, exter-
nally and. interndlly, as circumstances
and conditiops will allow, that it may
be an loviting temple into which the
Spirit of the Most High may enter.
We belleve that wo may degrade these
bodies; that by sin we 1nay gilve the
evil ‘one a claim upon them, so that
ho may hold them back and prevent
them coming forth in the morning of
the resurrection, that thereby he may
ratard that reunjon of spirit and body.
We believe that there s nothing bhut
sin and transgression that will bring
about that hindrance, because we look
forward to a literal resurrection, and
believe that when we dwell In glory, in
the presence of pur Maker, if we are
worthy of such a boon, we shall dwell
there with our glorified bodies,

Now, 1 take it, with that conception
of the sanctity of the body, we ought to
be careful, that we do not invite the
evil one to make inroads upon these
tabernacles of ours. We belleve, and
know, that illness oftimes assails the
physical organs of man without any
direct responsibility on the part of the
sufferer, but we believe and Know also,
and common sense indicatas the truth
of that bhellef, that we may Invite dis-
ease and sleknesgs through our own cul-
pable neglect or through our positive
transgresslon,

RBLIGION SHOULD RE EVERY-
DAY AFFAIR,

I say again, we are a practical people.

‘Our religion deals with the body as

well asg with the spirit of man, Our
religion deals with the things of this
earth, as well as with the things of
eternity, Why, we go so far as to say
that a man's religion should enter in-
to hiy business affairs to the extent of
Inspiring him to deal honestly, rightly,
and ta do as he would have others do
unto him. ‘We belleve that this religion
of ours should enter into a man’s poli-
tics to this extent; that he will be true
to what he knows or believes to be
right, and be tolerant of the honest be-
llef and conception of others. We be-
lleve that a religlous Democrat is bet-
ter than one who pays no attention to
the requirements of a religion that will
make man better; and that a religious
Republican is a great deal better than
an irreligious one, We belleve, [ say,
that religion should inspire us to right
actions, to honorable deeds.
upon the vicissitudes of life as u neces- |
sary training and experience,  While
we do not believe thal we sthould court
temptation, and on the other hand, we
pray, ag the Savior taught His follow-
ers to pray, that we muy be led away
from temptation, still we believe thit
temptation is a part of Ged's plan
with respect to His children; for we
become stronger as we overcome, and
without that test and trial, we would
not grow strong. The writer whose
words I quoted, the Apostle Jumes,
makes this bold statement, in the very
chapter fromy which [ read, the first
chapter of his epistle:

"My biethren,” hg sald, “‘count it ail
foy when ye fall into divers temptas
tions; knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience. But
let patience have her perfect worlk, thut
ye may be perfect and entive, wanting
nothing.”

And then follows an expression of his,
which is of inore than ordinary interes
to the people of this Church, the Serip-
ture which led the boy Joseph Smith to
soelke tor divine aid:

I any of yvou lack  widom, let
hini ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and
ft snall be given him. But let him
a¥it in faith, nothing wavering., Ifor
e that wavereth is like a wave of the
sea Griven with the wind and tossed.
FFor let not that man think that he
shall receive anything of the Lord.”

The Lord is not to be trifled with, and
If we go to Him for a blessing, let us
g0 with a determination to use that
Dlessing rightly if it be bestowed; and
ile bas promised that what s properly
asked and sought shall be given.

But as to temptation with which we
are arsailed, from day to day, James
says: Rejoice if yeu fall into tempta-
tion,  Notfce, he does not gay  if you
run into it, if you rush into it, if you
Lrirg it upon yourselves, but: By temp-
tution we are enabled to overcome, and
hcnee doth our Father permit tempta-
tion to come unto us. Jesus taught His
followers to pray In the words of the
T.ocd's prayer, as recorded in the New
Testament, “Lead us not into tempta-
tion;"” or as some prefer to interpret
that ‘“‘Lead us away from temptation.”
Whichever view you may take of It
good will come from the contemplation
of thet prayer. Lead us away from
temiptation, beyond our power to bear,
jead us not Into temptation that we
nay indulge our vanity by seeking to
overceme It, and thus declare how
strong and valiant we are. Rather
weould we be without the fruits of vic-
tory than to he led into a contest he-
yond our strength to wage; and there-
fore we make our Father the judge of
the {emptations we may bear, and
pray that we may be saved from those
temptations that shall overwhelm us.

That word ‘temptation' itself is an
instructive one. Specialists in the study
of ovur language tell us that to tempt
really means to persuade, or to entlece;
and in that sense, persuasion may be
exercised for good as well as for evll,
and by a striotly literal interpretation
af the term, we may be tempted to (o
good, as we are often tempted to do
avil; but the term is almost universally

resivieted now to sinful enticings, ta
persuasion toward evil, and we re-
gard the arch enomy of mankind as

the prime tempter,
WHEN TEMPTATION IS SIN,

T Lave heard many say that there is
sin in temptation; that is to =ay, that
@ nyin sins dn being tempted. I cannot
beheve that that is always true, for
1 find that the Savior Himself was
sorely tempted, yet His temptation was
not attended by sin.  Only under these
conditiens, do I think that temptation
to you or to me may be an evidence
of sin on our piarv: when we are templ-
ed to do wrong along lines with which
we ouxht' to have become so thorough-
ly famlliar, through past experiences,
that there ought to he no temptation
there any more, If a4 man gees another
lay down a eoin, or some article of
yalue upon the table, and he is tempted
to watch his chance to go and take it,
I say, shame to that man; he ought
to have overcome that tendency long
ago. That ought to be no temptation
unto him. It is an Indication that he
has bLeen pandering to that kind of
waakness, and that he is not yet strong.
We ought to feel ashamed of ourselves,
I toke it, when we realize that to us
there is a constant temptation to tell
untruths, If you or I feel tempted, day
after day, to utter falsehoods, it is an
indication that we have not become
very well used to telling the truth,
that it Is not natural to us, There ought
to be no temptation to us now to lie,
to deceive, to steal, or to commit any

other of these cardinal sins  and
offonses, Lt us overcome all of those,
and there will vet arlse temptations

that will try every one of us to the
very core, requiring absolute reliance
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Inay serve to save us,
THE SAVIOR'S TEMPTATION,

1 spoke of the fact that temptation
came unto the Savior Himself, and
that thercfore, the fact that we are
tempted is not necessarlly un evidenco
of sin., Permit me to read to you the
very brief account glven of that mur-
velous experience of Jesus, the Christ,
The event lhmmediately followed His
baptism, and you Wil remember that
when He went into the water to bo
baptized of John-—or at least as Ho
came up out of the water after the fm-
mersion had been accomplished, that
a voice from heaven was heard declay-
ing, “This 1s my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.” And immediately
after that, according to the history giv-
en us by the evangelists, He went up
into the wilderness and remalned there,

as one tells us, a companion of the
wild beasts, for 40 days, and then 1
vead: ()

“When He had fasted 40 days and
40 nights, He was afterward an hun-
gered.  And when the tempter came
to Him, he said, If thou be the Son of
God, command that these stones bo
made bread, But He answered and
said, It is written, Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that
procecdeth out of the mouth of God.
Then the devil taketh Him up into the
holy ecity, and setteth Him on a pin-
nacle of the temple, and saith unto
Him, If Thou be the Son of God, cast
Thyself down; for it is written, He
shall give Hig angels charge concern-
ing Th and in their hands they
shall bear Thee up, lest at any time
Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.
Jesus said unto him, It s weitten
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God. Again the devil taketh Him
up into an exceeding high mountain,
and sheweth Him o all the kingdoms of
the world, and the glory of them; and
salth unto Him, All these things will |
give Thee, if Thou wilt [all down and
worship me.  Then saith Jesus unto
nim, Get thee henee, Satan; for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the lovd
thy God, and Him only shalt thou
serve, Then the devil leaveth Him, and
behold, angels came and ministered un-
to Him."

My thoughts were led to this wonder-
ful record of temptation and victory by

the references I made to the fact that
we are all subject to temptation, Did
you ever pause to consider the possi-

ble meaning, the probable meaning of
these trialg to which the Savior of

mankind wag subjected? He had heord
that

he-

that manvelous voice declaring
wonderful message, “This is my
loved Son, in whom I am well please
and He went sway into the deser
to contemplate the extent of that rev-
elation, of that declaration, of that
divine proclamation: and after these
long weeks of fasting, the temptation
came unto Him to use the power
which He knew Hims2lf now to pos-
sesg, and minister unto His material
wants, He was hungry and weak, and
the tempter sald, Speak the word; you
have the power; and these stones  will
giva yvou bread. He realized that (hat
mighty priesthood with which He was
invested, that that appointment from
His Father, had not bern given unto
Him that He might minister unto Him-
self, that He might moerely relleve the
hunger of the body to His awn gratifi-
cation. That power had been given,
a8 the priesthood has ever been given
unto man, that he may minister unto,
and officlate for others, not that he
may gratify his own desires for gain,
or to gecure temporary gratiticatton for
himself. Let me ask you, what
would  be the' condition 1f ¥y 2
or I had that power teday? If vou
could speak the word and find bread
where before had lain the stones? 1
know what some men would do, if they
had that power. They would be turn-
ing stones into bread all the time and
eelling the product,  And they would
run the price up as high as they could.
They cannot be trusted with it. They

on our part upen Him whose help aloneof your fellows—you who may be the

judge upon the bench--remember that
that power is not given unto you that
yYou may minister unto yourself. You
have been éntrusted with that authori-
ty that you muy subserve the interests
of the community, preserve the honor
of the commonwealth, maintain jus-
tice, and work righteousness. Shall
mun be entrusted with such supernat-

ural power, as here indicated, I ask
again? Sec what he has done with
the power he has!  Think of the op-
pmression that has been  worked upon

the suffering through the misuse of au-

thority and power! Let the record of
griuft and official corruption in high
places answer as to whether man is

fit to be trusted with unlimited power.
©The temptation that here came was:
Use your power. You have it Rely
upon yourself. Why go hungry when
you have the means of feeding your-
self,  And the answer to that tempta-
tion was a citation of Scripture, which
seeins to have bheen conclusive: that
man should not live by bread alone,
but by reliance upon, and obedience
to the word of God

The next temptation indieates that
the evil one went to the other extrenie
He had tailed in his attempt to bring
the Saviov to c¢ommit iy overt act
through over reliance upon Himself,
and the next step was o invite Him,
entice Him, tempt Him, to throw Him-
self 50 completely upon IHis  TFather's
protection, as to place Himself wanton.
Iy in danger.  He was taken to the top
of the temple, the building in which
every Hcebrew had a pride, and it ap-
pears that the thought was suggested
to Him, if He cast Himself down the
people would marvel and wonder, and
would know that He was endowed
with power; and the subtle assurance
was given that He need not be afraid,
for the sacred word of Scripture de-
clarcd that the Father would give His
angels charge concerning His Son,that
no harm would come to IHin. And
that answer may well be taken to
heart by every onc of us, ““hou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God.”  Can we
tempt Ged? Yes, and do. in the sense

in which that term is used, meaning,
to provoke, ta chiallenge, to defy, My
yYoung friends. vou are templing the

Taovd, vour God, when vou go into for-
bidden placos just to see how far you
may go in the indulgence of forbidden
pleasures, still expecting Him to reach
out His hand and save von at the crit-
ical moment, running contrary to the
instruction, to the injunction of Scrip-
ture, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lovd.'
We o have become morbid and de-
praved in some of our tastes now, that
We e cazer fo witness any exhibition
of personal risk. If it be announced
that one is going to walk a tight rope
over a chasm, or a cataract, thousiandy
will flocls it.  An exhibition of
risk, of flagrant, of wanton invitation
il and for the sake of money,
many 4 one has risked his life, and
I willing to risk it today, and the mul-
titnde ic willing to give its money to
wWitness such exhibitions. [ do not be-
lieve that that is an evidence of ad-
vanced civillzation, nor do I  believe
that it is excusable in any sense, The
acquirement of skill is to be commend-
od, but the use of that skill in rash un-
dertakings is not lo be defended.
Having failed in this attempt to
cause Him now to throw Himself upon
the protection of Iis Father, and place
‘Himself, in danger that His Father
might reach out His hand and save
Him, the evil one throw off all dis-
guire, and made  hig  full  purpose
known: These things will 1 give Thee,

N

1o see

the wealth of the world, if Thou wilt
but fall down and worship me.

And that temptation comes to you
and m=2 also. Not that the wealth of
tha whole world is promised, but
encugh of it for the purpose, such as
loorns up hefore us as  being  well
wor:h the struggle. These things are
vours, if yvou will but be recreant to

what you know to be right, if you will
bur serve the evil one. And the answer
was ‘It is written, Thou ghalt worship

would not be a means of ministering
unto the hungry, bul of inereasing
thelr own gain, That power cannot
be given unto man until he Kknows
how to use it properiy.

And I take it that although we are
not all tempted just in the same way

in which Christ was, there is an an-
alogy between His temptations and
ours. You, my friends, who may oc-

cupy some position of importance and
power, given unto you by the suffrages

the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt
thou serve.”

WHAT I8 TRUE WORSHID,

And how may we worship Him? Do
we render worship only when we are
on cur knees, or when we are gatheroed
icgether under the invocation offered
#L the opening of our worshiping ser-
vices” No, we are worshiping God

ovary straightforward and honest busi-
ness undertaking. In every pure and
righteous deed, we are rendering wor-
ship unto the Father, whose children
we are. That is the command., Depart
uat from it for the sake of gathering
tha trings of earth, for they are offered
unt) those who will fal) down and wor-
ship the prince of the air. We worship
the latter whenever we pandey to ihat
vhich Is bad within us, and thus ro-
strafn curselves from doing what God
would have us do, and thus restrict
aurselves in our advancement and pro-
gression.  Our Father expects His chil-
dren to be worthy of their high descent,
and therefore, the better we miake our-

selves, tho better we vlease Him.
RELIGION AN INDIVIDUAL AF-
IPATR,

Thix religion of ours is an individual
affuir, 1 vepeat, We are seltish eriough,
it you wiil, with & righteous sciighness,
to belicve that it is our duty to muake
ourselves ag good as we possibly can, to
do all we can to make ourselves hetter,
and by doing so, we are increasing the
sum total of goodness in the commun-
ity, unc we are making the world just
<0 much better,

Our religion is adapted to the condl
tions the day, to  the advanced
thought of the age. to the peenliar
cumstances of the
proclaun  this to
cf{ the fulness of

of

a dispensation
In which shall be restored to the carth
all that God has revealed or establish

times,

We helleve that thes
the deys of which the prophets
testified, from the first time.
procinim the message of this so-called
new gespel that the day of the second
coming of Christ is near at hand. We
are sending out misgionaries o the
worlia e declare this message, the fore-
ranners of the promised Messiah, who
is to come in MHis glory,

MISSION OF THE CHURCH.
Wa do not believe that there is

in the puast,

of

any

chance in the affaivs of men, hut we
hold that there is a4 plan of progres-
sion and development, and that all the
signe of the times indicate the hasten-
ing of the day that has heen foresecn
and predicted;sand the mission of this
Church ig th prepire the sworld for the
coming of Christ,  The . Church is bold
in its claims, affirming that it has re-
ceived this direct comulssion, and the
authority to carry it into effect, to pro-
pare the world for the coming of tie
Son of God, and hence it sends it mis-
sionoiics out, ay has been describod
unto  you today, bhearving o messase
withcut compulgion, relyving upon pei-
guesion and reasan, ealling upon nen
everyvwhere to investigate for them-
selves® and then admonishing them to
Hva up to the knowledge that conmes
unto them.

My friends, may
Lovd Pe with us, nuy
enel from day to day to do what
Irnets to be right, May we he the
ter uble to overcome temptation

the peace of the

we be

strengthi-
we
brt-

doys rall by.  dMay we seek,

out what Iz the will of God

sreet 4o us, and thon

May we put our r

u#2, aeriving from {t prac

Forget niot that true religion,

datited, to love the Lovd our CGod
and do He requires us to do. Moy
this blesszing he ours, T in the
natae of is Son,  Amen.
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Besides our regular stock of

Knitting Garments

now on sale
We are closing out at % off our
entire stock of imported goods.

shawls, coats, sweaters, etc.

|ENSIGN KNITTING WORKS};

32 RICHARDS ST.

underwear, silk

e

BUYING YOUR

Jouse Furnishin
AT YOUR OWN PRICE

..|, 1

-

This is what you can do at our annual

Blue Tag “MAKE US AN OFFER” Sale.

$100,000 worth of furnishings marked

with a blue tag. Make any reasonable

offer and the goods selected are yours.

OUR TERM

$1,000 worth of Prizes given away free.

NO INTEREST CHARGED
e $1 on $10—$10 on 100

Tickets on all purchases.

P




