A BIG FIRE.

May 18th, there occurred the most
disastrous tire koown in the history
of Halt L.ake City. There have been
fres more difficult to hawdle, be-
cause of the more intricate pian of
the buildiugs. There have becn
vecasions when  more  disastrous
results were promised at the out-
set, but by the efficivut work of the
fire department were averted. There
have also been iustances where the
water supply was less adequate,
but this Jdeficieney has been made
good by the judicious use of the
available fluid, sud the prompt re-
moval of whutever property could be
taken out of the buruing building.
But this occurrence has connected
with it events that have never be-
fore been knowuw to transpire at a
fire in this ¢ity. Promineut among
these, and one thrat siandsout io
strong coutrast to the regord of pre-
vipus couflagrations, is the utter in-
competency and lack of awything
akio to proper management.

It was a few minutes after one
o’clock yesterday afternovon when
the discovery was made that a flmine
had started in the rear room on the
first fluor of Henry Dinweodey’s
large furniture store oo First South
Btreet. The alnrm was given,
und messengers started for the
tire department  headquarters,
u block aud a hall away. A tele-
phope message, however, tovk the
news promptly to the fire depart-
ment, aud after a thine the salara was
souuded. Lua Uitle while several
tiremen, with the hose cart, ap-
peared, nod shortly afterwards more
of the npparatus arrived. From the
time the nlarm was sounded (wenty-
five minuteselupsed bofore a stream
of water was turned on the flames.

Up to this time the fire was con-
fined to the rear room menticued, to
the room above it, to the elevator
shaft aud, possibly, to the cellar in
the back part of the building. It
was apparent to men ef judgment
and experience that the attanck on
the fiames should e made fromn the
front, by going through the store
and fighting the fire to Lbe back.
This would have checked the spread
into the tront of the store, and
would have given the bust opportu-
nlty to seud a solid stroam of water
into the heart of the flames. A
streant was turned ou in the alley,
aud was having its etfect, when o
gurprise was sprung by the order to
break in at the back and get at the
fire there, A protest was maule, but
it was not heeded, if it was under-
stood. The fire was theu all ju the
rear part of the building, and could
have been made, for a time at Ieast,

to rewmaln  there But  the
instant the back was opened
thete was & vast change.
It was as If a powerful blast

had Leen suddenly turned iunto an
immense furpace. The fierce dratt
created drove the fiatnes toward the
front of the building, nnd in a brie(
spnce of timwe the devouring ele-
ment was making rapid headway in
each of the storles. Costly drap.
eries, carpets, upholstered goods and
furniture were quickly wrapped iu
the folds of-the destroyer.
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There was absolutely no hope to
save the bulldiug—the flames were
beyond human< cootrel, sawpd a
chaoge of operations  would
Lhave availed blut Jittle. The
firemen were kept Dback Dby
the intense heat, and rexnained out-
side, squirting waterloto the finmes,
which appamently were unaffecied,
vxee tas indicated by the hissing
and apitting of the steam  that was
formed. From the street, streams
ol waker were furpned on, but it was
all too late.

Next to the failure to go uirect at
the fire ina common sepsec way,
was the procedure that had the
effect of allowing all the
gouds to burn.  There were hun-
ureds willing to aidiu earrying
out the furniture aund valuable
gtock that was attainable, but the
olice cowmbined to prevent this.
Vot a tian who could have done
any good was allowed fto go in.
Even the bookkeeper was not per-
mitted to enter to save the books and
papers. Employes and men experi-
ence:l at fires were turued aside,
and vot a hand was puc forth to save
property. This probably was due to
iguorance rather than deliberste in-
teution. To absolutely shut out em-
ployes and [nterested parties was a
poliey attended yesterday with very
seripusresults.

The members of the five brigade
worked hard; there can be no
question of that. 'The misfortune is
thatthey had not & chief who was
vapable ofdirecting their efforts so
that their labor would not be vain.
The police
they could, and some cunducted
themsc:lves 10 & commeudable man-
uer. Others, avd those who attract-
ed most attention, were so excited
that they did uot appear to be able
to exercise any judgment. The ex.
hibition of authority backed by foree
would have beeu taken f{o be the
leading feature, but that it could be
seen that they had -fivst  their
heads,”” and sadly needed cool judg-
ment o their control.

After’ it was seen
policy was to be pursued,
was wnothing left but te watch
the place burn, Mr. Ellerbeck,
of the gas works, tried to get inside
to take out the meter, but he was
shut outin a most summary man-
ner. Mr. Dinwoodey was away,
and his son H. M. Dinwoodey, was
ot work doing what little be was per-
mitted to. Mr. Jos. A. Jenninys,
Mr. Dinwoudey’s son-in-law, inter-
ested himself and tried to bhave
some of the furniture saved. Fail-
ing io this, he expressed his dis-
approval of the course  which
had becn adopted. ‘Then Mejor
Stantun, ipstead of  attending
to his_ business ns chief en-
ginecr” of the fire department,
accosted Mr. Jenpings and inquired
it he ha:d made derrogatory state-
ments concerning him. Thereply
was yes. Major Stanton then struck
Mr. Jennings a blow on the nuse.
The iuvterference of other parties
prevented further assault. Mr.
Jennings madb compladit {0 the
city marshal, aud it was prowmired
that Btanton would buearrested. He
was uotitied to appear nt the police

what
there

The great blunder had beey made. | court Lhis morning, but the officlals

rebably did as well asf
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thers had filed no complaint against
him.

Mayor Seott was at the conflagra-
tion must of the time, and after his
arrival did good service in directing
measures for the prescrvatiou of
bulldings on which the burning
embers dropped. At his request a
telegram was sent to Ogden, asking
for assistance, and the Junction City
boys turucd out promptly avd got
to where another telegram in-
formed them thattheir services were
UDNECLRSATY.

The flames subgsided as the fuel
dimainished, but the fire was burn®
ing all night down in the cellar.
Today a vast quantity of water has
beeu poured ou the ruins, but they
are still smoking and steaming.

That the fire did not spread is due
mainly to the fact that brick walls
intervened and saved adjoining
structures. A large number of citi-
zens aided in extinguishing ineipi-
ent blazes, statted by burning tim-
bers which wetre earried a consider-
able distanee in some instances. The

careful working iu this line
kept new fires from startiog.
It is said that the chief of the

fire department got giant powder,
with the inteation of blowing up
buildings if the lames reached into
Calder’s and Jennings’ stores, on
either side of Dinwoodey’s, but
there unever was a necessity for
such a move.

The losses will in the aggregate
reach $120,000. Of this amount
only about 370,000 is insured. Mr.
Dinwoudey’s stock was worth about

$%0,000, and the building about
%25,000. His junsurance is about
$65,000. The remainder is dis-
tributtd among Calder Brothers,
Sears & _ Liddle, the Jennpings

estate, Carroll & Kern, Mrs. Clin-
ton, Mrs. Christie, Mrs. Schultze.
Josephi Oberndorfer and others.
Bpeakiug toan experienced fireman
who has done yeoman service with
the ol brigade, his views were
asked, and wers given as follows
“The firemen were rather a long
time getting on the water. The first
streain they played upon the flames
was (rom the alley which was very
proper, because it was there that the
fire was then burning, But a good,
solid atream should have been carried
from the steamer right through the
front dour into the fire at the rear of
the butlding. 1t appearsfrom what
I ean learn tnat the brigade really
fought this fire from the street,
wheunce they threw the water upon
the burning mass. This wasan idea
played outl fifly years ago. To
properly  fight a  coufiagration,
especially in a lnige furniture store,
it is necessary to go right into the
heart of the fire ns quickly as possi-
ble, with the ussurance that if the
fire is not under control in ten or

fifteens minutes from the time
of the outbreak it will resist
all efforts to subdue its

fury. The firea which occurred at
two olher stures in this city —the
Co-op. Furpiture Company and Mr.
Madsen’s—were fought by the old
brigade in this way—by carrying
solid stream tight foto the midst of
the fire; and bence the loss was
merely nominal.

“In this instance it seemy to me



