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I1 AM pleased to have the opportunity
of meeting with youyon in conference
here and to talk with youvou a little on
some of the principles associated with
our duties in our connection with the
church and kingdom of god

the latter day saints occupy a very
peculiar position in the worldwo nidrid butirobut I1 do
not know that we have anything very
particular to say on that question italtrueis true we have used our own agency
in couilcomingtig here but there are certain
purposes of the almighty associated
with our gatheringcathering together over
which we bad vvery little control
there is a remarkable saying in the
revelation of st john in refnefreferencePrence to
a certain babylon which reabreads as fol-
lows

fol-
low

indandnd I1 heardaheard another voice from heaven
sayingsang come out of0 her my people that ye
be nott partakerspartakers of her sins and that ye re-
ceive hot of her plagues

for her sins have reached unto heaven
and god hath remembered her iniquities

there is somethingsome thinkthinh very significantsl
in the texttet here quoted it would seem
that john in a previous partpar of his
vision had seen an angel who would
precede this other liehe says

and I1 saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven having the ev-erlastinger gospelopel to
preach unto them that dwell on tiethie earth
and to every nationand kindredand tongue
and people

saying with a loud voice fear god and
give glory to binforhimbim for the hour of his judg-
ment is come and worship him that made
heaven and earth and the sea and the
fountainfountaifountains6 of water I1

As latter day saints we have
listened to thase things from time to
time we have talked about the open-
ing of the heavens the manifestations
oloi god our heavenly father and jesus
the mediator of the new covenant
about the restoration of the gospel
and thethe organization of the church andana
kingdom of god we have talked a
good deal about the holy priesthood
and the authority of god having been
conferred upon manmoan from the heavens
which places us in communication
with ourounoueoui heavenly eathereatheneatFatfatherlandherandand also of
the organization of illshis church in a
manner that is in accordance with his
will and under hishla inspiration we
have heard quoted from time tot time
passages like this

gather my saints together unto me
thodethorde that have made a covenant with me
by sacrifice 11

again
and I1 winwill take you one of a city and

two of a family and I1 will bring you to
zion

andnd I1 will give you pastors according to
mine heart which shall feed you with
knoknowledge and understanding

many other passageses of a similar na-
ture are contained inell the bible which
we all of us at least profess to be-
lieve in and by the manifestations of
the power of god and the light of
revelation we have been instructed in
the things of eternity and the organ-
ization of the church of god has been
effected it commenced upwards of
5154 years ago and the work has beenbeep
progressing from that time unto the

resent and all the organizations thatraveeaveSave been effected pertaining to the
priesthood have been made under the
immediate direction of the spirit of
the living god and have been given
unto us by direct revelation in order
that we might be instructed in the
laws of life and be enabled to accom-
plish thethe things that god hadbad de-
signed fromfrom before the foundation of
theaothe worldrid pertaining to these last days
and withw th these things we are general-
ly familiar

when jesus was upon the earth and
his disciples asked him to teach them
how to pray he said

when ye pray say our father which
art in heaven hallowedhallowed be thy name thy
kingdom come I1 thythyr will be done on earaearlearth as
it is in heaven

in this chehadhe had direct reference to the
events that are now taking place ainarnamongoriffus as a people thy kingdom come
why that thy will may be done on
earth as it is in heaven we are
here forbior the purpose of becoming ac-
quaintedquainted with the will of god with
the law of god with the order of god
with the dominion ot god and we are
here to establish the kindomkinkingdom11

domlom of god
we are here to be taught in things per-
taining

er
to the church of god anand its

purification we are here to build up a
zion of God which implies the pure in
heart Then we are here to send forth the
gospel to everyevers tongue
and people we are here to build
templestem ileslles to the name of the lord and
to administeraTministeradminister therein we are here to
represent god upon the earth as his
priesthood and we are gathered in
the different stakes as yoyouyonu are gathered
hereto day to attend to various du-
ties associated with that priesthood
and to become acquainted wawithth all ththee
principal features associated with the
church and kingdom of god upon the
earth it is for us as stakes as peo-
ples and as saints of god to learn to
comprehend the relationship that we
sustain to god our heavenly father
lend to his church and kingdom here
uponii on the earth to jesus the mediator
OJEof the new covenant and to the
priesthood that is behind the vellveil and
also to become acquaintedac with things

upon the earth connected with the
welfare of humanity whether in the
land of zion or in any other land and
we are gathered together forfoh tiletiie ex-
press purpose of being taught and in-
structedted in all these principles we
are not here as jesus was not here to
condemn the world as he says

eorwortor god sent not his son into the world
to condemn the world but that the world
through him might be saved

this was the prominent object of
illshis mission to the earth that the
world throughh him might be saved
and we are herelre to carry out hisills pur-
poses we have certain relationships
with the world while we are in it that
cannot be ignored and we have certain
duties to perform associated therewith
that should be respected As it is we
are here as an integral part of the
united states and azwe have duties to
perform as citizens thereof and it is
expected that we shall fulwil every
proper requirement observe evereveryy cor-
rect law and govern ourselves with
propriety and uprightness honhonorortruthtruth
aandid integrity and be good citizens
thereof these are things that are ex-
pected of all honorable people and
it is proper for us to meet tilethe obliga-
tions and duties devdevolvingolvine upon us
pertaining9 to the nation with which iweve
are associated we have another duty
to perform to the nationsiationg of the earthperformit as to send forth the gospel thereun-
to and for this the twelve are ororgan-
ized

an
and seventies and the elders

are sent forth as theilie messengers of
god that mankind may embrace ththee
eternal truths of the gospel bychichby which
life and immortality are brought to
light that they with us may have the
privilege of partaking of the rich
blessings of eternal life that they
with us may have the opportunity olof
being instructed in the lawslaws 0off liffit
and that they with us may be made
partakerspartakers of all things associated with
the church and kingdom of god
these are their privileges inasmuch as
they will be obedient to the laws and
ordinances pertapertaininginina thereunto and
live according to the requirements of
heaven until these things arearc done
other things will not be accomplished

desdesignedned in relation to
the nations of the eartharth for the peo-
ple of the earth are all Mshisnis offspring
and he feels interested in the welfare
of humanity generally ilehe expects
that we shall do the same we are
building temples and we are adminis-
tering in those temples what are we
doing that for there is something
very peculiar about this matter well
we may be doing it in part for our
seimreneesfes in part for our wives and our
ctchildren in part forton our fathers and
our mothers and uncles and aunts
and many of our friends and progeny
tors that we have been acqua intelotetedled withit
and in part for many others with whomI1 0
we are not acquainted that wevye may bbe
united together and stand as sasaviorsors
upon mountamount zion you heard brother
cannon tell you todayto day that there was
a company of about 40 VIgoing to Lloganogan
this morning with one bishop1 jip tto0 fuldafulfil
some of these duties and these things
areareate becbezbeginninginning to be generally under-
stood among the latter day saints

all of these duties and responsibili-
ties devolve upon us all these thingsthins
are within our reach As a people if
we live our religion and prove our-
selves worthy we are privileged to
enjoy all the blessings and mercies
which god our heavenly father has
conferred upon us through the medium
of the gospel and our obedience there-
unto and we wish to perform our duty
to everybody to perform as they say
in the church of inglandengland our iddutyty
in that state of life unto which it ijasliashas
pleasedleased god to calluscallcali us 4 it has pleaseddodtodgadgod to call us to these lands and to
make use of us for certain purposes in
the interest of humanity and for the
welfare of a fallen world this is the
object of our being gathered together
and that we might build up a zion un-
to the lord and be instructed in all
the principles of righteousness truth
integrity and everything associatedvigourwith our present and future happiness
and thus become the blessed of the
lord and our offspring with us

these are some of thethe thinthinsthingss de-
volving upon usns hence zion isi be-
ginningginning to lenienlenthenlengthenthen her cords and in-
crease ierterher Sstakestaitzi es and we are spread-
ing out in the north in the south and
in various different directions we
are seeking to look after the welfare
of theithe saints ol01 god in their various
settlements wherever I1beyhey may be and
to protect them in every vay that it Is
possible for us to extend protection
onOD the principle of union harmony and
brotherhood inspired by the spirit of
thetiie living god hence it becomes the
duty of thele first presidency to look
after things and ssometimes
under peculiarpecullar circumstances wevye are
obligeobligedTtoto send a few saints from one
stake to Sstrengthenrengrenzthen other stakes of
zion that tthee people may be preservepreservedeoleci
in their rigrightsts and their I1liberties from
the aaggressions of unscrupulous peo-
ple who are seeking to take adadvantage
of the circumstances with which our
people may be surrounded

wevye complain sometimes about our
trials 1 we need not do that these
are things that are necessary for our
perfection we think sometimes that
we are not rightly treated audand I1 think
we think correctlyabout some of these
things we think there are plots set
on foot to entrap us and I1 think we
think so verytery correctcorrectlyfy at the same
timerime we need not be astonished at
these things we need not be amazed
itat a beelinfeeling of hatred and animosity
why becabecauseuse we are livinliving in a pe
culiarcullar day and age of thetheworid which
iss distinctively callcaliedithe latter days
wherein it is said that god will have a
controversy with the nations of the

earth thereasethereThereareare some things about
these matters that men do not under-
stand they think that men manipu-
late the affairs of men they do in
part and they are used oittimes as in-
strumentsst by the almighty and some-
times by another power that Is called
lucifer just as circumstances may be
but in regard to the nations ofof the
earth godGocr sets up one nationattonand pulls
down another according to the coun-
sels of disownhis own will and we
nations that years ago flofioflourished and
were great prosperous and powerful
of which we now know nothing only
as we learn it from a few pages of his-
tory they are obliterated and blotted
out as nations and do not exist to-
day nations and empires have risen
and fallenfalle n they have growngro wn increased
and prosprosperedperea and then decayed
crumbled andana died the lordlorb
manipulates all these thinthingss ac-
cording IIIliltotot the counsels of hiss own
will but men generally understand
very little of these matters for there
has been very little communication
with god for ages until he was pre-
pared to reveal his will in these last
days yet men profess to fear god
and a greatreat many of them seek to wor-
ship rimgimhim there is something very
remarkable said pyby the prophet isaiah
when bejle hadhid his vision opened in re-
gard to the events that should tran-
spire in the latter days he says

behold the lord mabeth the earth
empempty and mabeth it waste and burnethitZuupsideP e down andariu scattereth abroad the in-
habitantslibbitant thereof

and it shall be as with the people so
with the priest naas with the servant so with
his master as with the maid eoao with her
mismistressre as with the buyer so with the
sellerseiler as with the lender soBO with the bor-
rower as with the taker of usury so with
ththee giver1

i ve of usury to him
the land shall be utterly emptied and

utterly spoiled for the lord hath spoken
this word

the earth and eadeth awaaway
the world angui and eadeth away ythe
haughty people of the earth do languish

the earth also is denied under the in-
habitants thereof because they have trans-
gressed the laws changed the ordinances
brokenbroken the everlasting covenant

therefore hath the curse devoured the
earth and they that dwell therein are deso-
late therefore the inhabitants of the earth
are burned and few men left

there are many statements made by
the prophets in relationlonion to these
thinthingsS that the lord would pour out
hisalbutaLEUTjudgmentsghents upon the earth jesus
speaks 0oflf the destruction that should
come upon the people that should be-
fall jerusalem that should encompass
nations and of scenes that should
transpire in the latter days that the
sun should be turned into darkness
and the moon into blood before the
great andiand terrible day of the lord
should come associated with this Is
a part of the work in which we are en-
gaged A voicevoled was to be heard as I1
said before saying

come out of her my pepeople01ae that ye be
not partakerspartakers ofotherher sins and that ye re-
ceive not of her plagues

for her sins have reached unto heaven
and god hath remembered her iniquities

in accordance with this declaration
which is a part of the great pro
grammemme that we latter day saints be-
lieveliraliiall11 in we have been gathered unto
this land which we denominate the
landofland of zion behavewe have come out from
the world and some af us hardly know
why yetteyet we have come having obeyed
the gospeldospel and having received the gift
of the holy ghost there has been a
feeling and a spirit operating uuponon us
that has enlightened our mintsminds and
ppropelledto aled uuss forbaforwardrd 0ourounur ggreatreatreal aim
wasP when wwee were in1 ototherher I1landsads dis-
tant from this to make every ennorefnort we
could to come to the land of zion did
we understand what it was for in
part we did in part we did not we
came to it because we thought it was
the land of zionwion we came to it tfif we
comprehend ourselvesourse lYM thatmat we might
not partake of the sliu lurlor receive of
the plagues of babylon that we and
our wives and our children and our
associations might be free from the
corruptionscorrupt ions abominations and evils
that exist and prevail throughout the
world and that we might come to a
place where we could learn the laws oflifelifeilfe where our children could be
brought up in the fear of god and
where we had hoped to be able to
worship god according to the dictates
of our own consciences sometimes
we think we have madroadsa a little mistake
in this I1 guess not for weve shall yet
understand one thing and so will the
nations of the earth that the lord
reigneth let the earth rejoice letiet the
multitude of isles be glad thereof
yes we shall all learn that the lord
reigneth 11

associated with these principles are
all the common affairs ot life that is
we have bodies like other people we
need food we need raimentraimeut wevye need
habitations to live in we need land to
cultivate fields gardens and orchards
our children are born as others are
and we live and exist pretty niueninemuchh as
0othertiler human beings they are the
children of our heavenly father and
so are we BbutUt the lord has seen lit
to gather us together and has opened
our way and our finesiineslinesiines have fallenfailen
unto us in pleasant places yet every
time the saints have been gathered to-
gether there has been manifested on
the part of the wicked a spirit of op-
pressionpres stonslon a spirit of persecution a
blood thirsty spirit a spirit which
would seek tofo rob us of our rights to
despoil us of our homes and ingerlinheri-
tances this we have expected among
otherothen things we have never dreamed
off anything else than that such a state
ofit thinthingss would exist I1 remember
when nadI1 had the gospel first preached
to0o me before I1 was baptized I1 heard a
lecture somesomething likeilke this now we

hatehayelavelate nothing particular to promise

yourou only the favor of god if you will
live righteously and keep his com-
mandmentsmand ments youlou may be persecuted
afflicted imprisoned or put to0o death
for the testimonysousonyou may have to
beabeadorforfon ithe religion you are called
upon to obey boutwebut we can promise to
you that inasmuch as this is the case
rouronon will have eternal life welwei welayelavehayehave had a little of the other mixeddupup
with it and I1 have seenseea mobs gathe r
frumfroni time to time in different parts of
these united states and I1 have had to
meet them time and againwalnamlin torfor in-
stance I1 was driven from missouri
years ago together with the whole
people we were robbed and pillaged
and we had to take and throw in what
little we had to help each other
everybody that hadbad a team turned it in16
to help his brethren away from
whom from their christian perse-
cutors that is sogo called christians I1
wish we had another name for them
laughter wewd helped one another

out until we reached illinois I1 was
there and I1 know what I1 am talking
about did I1 feel very unhappynnhappy nounov
atallat allali I1 enjoyed myself just atas well as
I1 do todayto day I1 felt quite easy I1 havehaver

been accustomed to these things and
there is nothing very particular about
them by and by we built up the beau-
tiful city of nauvoo we also built a
temple therethera and officiated in it and
receivedI1 many precious blessings from
the hands of god that thethu world knowknop
nothing about and noyernover will knoknoww
until they embrace the gospel of the
son of god but weve were driven
again and we are here todayto day did
we leave our property yes I1 did
quite an amount and so did many
othersothers we hadbad a city there and we
left it what was done to ug before
this we were mobbed plundered
we werevere brought before courts we
were persecuted and proscribed t that
was done to us when we werewere there
and in many instances we hadbad to de-
fend ourselves by obrownour own right arms
or suffer from crawling assassins who
wewerere seeking our lives I1 had to do
it time and time aagaintan right in that
land I1 have hadbad to navee guards in my
house so hadbad president yountounyoungtoung ffortoror
nearly two years to keep fromte
assassinated I1 was lain prison witwithrifrig

joseph and hyrum when theythy were
snot down in cold blood weV e were
tbtheree e under the protection aror pro-
fessedfe red protectionof the governor who
told dr bernhisel and myself that we
had better not bring any arms with us
to defend ourselves and who pledged
his faith and the faith of the state for
our protection I1 saw thauthat faithfalth vio-
latedjatedprotectionand trampled in the dust I1 saw
these men to whom protection was
promised 8shothot down I1ina cold blood by
assassins gathered for the purpose
these are things that I1 have witnessed
in the few years that I1 have lived upon
thetheeartaearth when I1 left nauvoo I1 left a
very googoodd house very well furnished
I1 left carpets on the floorsfloora stoves in
the rooms crockery ware in the cucup-
boards and I1 got into my carriage arthwath
my family and left it to seek that
protection among the redlied indindiansianlans that
we could not find among the people
that lived inthisin this boastedamoniamong landoflandlana of the
free and home of the brave this vaunt-
ed asylum of the oppressesoppressoppressedeA we wereevere
proteprotectedacted here among the indians and
I11 felt perfectly safe among them I1

as soon go among the redbed men
todayto day who traverse these mountains
as I1 would anywhere elseeiseelseandand feel mmy-
self

y
just as safe

I1 speak of these things to show somegome
of the feelings that have been exhibi-
ted well says one you feel
angriangry oh no not particularly saso I1
felt it was all right it was a part of
the programme I1 needed education
and other people needed it and it was
necessaryessaiessar y we should be placed lnainain a
positionposition that we could have it we0did not feel veervery unhappy we felt
quite comcomfortableforttortfortrieblible when you
left your homes yes I1 felt as easy
as I1 ever felt in my lifeilfe I1 felt at least
that I1 should be safe from the hands of
bloodthirstyblood thirsty men and anand
that I1 should be put in a position that
I1 could protect myself better than I1
could there and others felt a good deal
the same way I1 remember we used
to sing a song sosomethingmethin g like this

on the way to california
in the spring well take our journey
far above arkansas fountains
passrass between the rocky mountains

laughter

that Is the way we used to sing I1
remember a little boy of mine he was
then though he is not a little boy now
for it is about 39 years ago used to
sing this and all the boys around he
met hisbis grandfather one day who call-
ing him by name said 66joseph you
wont sing that when you leave your
home and go out yonder oh yes
grandfather said he 1I will singding
that then finally we got Outoutside
by and by his grandfather came along
andad liehe ran out to meet him we weiweree
then camped out in about a foot of
snow 1 liehe ran towards his grandfath-
er and began to sing

on the way to california 11 etc

there said hebe grandfather I1
can sing that now wellweli11 I1 speak of
these thinthings tto0 show some of the in-
cidents I1 tahaveve passed through we
came out here and we found this
country a desert covered generally
with sagebrush and a few scatterscatteredeulekl
indians straggling around we had
to commence to build our houses for
there were nonenono here when we came
and since then the wildwildernessaness and the
solitary places have blossomed as the
rose and the desert has been made
glad as foretold in the scriptures we
feel that we are kind of half comforta-
ble in theselvalleys of the mountains
but the devil is not dead yet laugh

ter we did not think he would be
we have a work to perform and we
propose by the help of the almightyalmighty
to accomplish that work we dondonldontt
expect to be disappointed in it either
and we dont antici ate that it will be
overturned we tellenebelievebelleve that god
lives in the heavens and manipulates
the nations of theeartathe earth and woe to
them that fight against zionzionaI1 I1 tell
them in the name of god that liehe will
fight againstI1 them amen

this is my testimony inln relation to
these matmatterstirs people may think they
are ververyy smart in persecuting the
saints but by and by they will find they
arc on the wrong side of the question
and many of them will find it out when
it is too late Ttheyey will find it out
when the harvest iss past and the sum-
mer is ended and themthey will say my
soul is not saved 7youoil latter day
saints that begin sometimes to be
trembly at the knees and afraid of
certain circumstances had better
trust to the living god than give way
to fearful forebodings in these mattersmatter
for zion Is onward and upwardmatteredanandsd
god Is on her side and ilehe will protect
his israel if we will only be true to
him we are here for that purpose
godgadwillwill sustain israel and standstandbyby
his people amen there Is one
thinthingg very certain very certain indeed
and thatveriverris whatever men may think
and however they may plot and con-
trive that this kingdom will never bebb
given into the hanashands of aanotherhother peo-
ple it will grow and spread and in-
crease and no man living can stop its
progressrogress hence I1 feel quite easy asI1t said before for the lord reignsreignsandand

i let the people rejoice
from time to time we have certain

raids made upon us something of
that sort seems to be afloat todayto day
and I1 aishi was going cosaytobay I1 wish
I1 could talk about something better
but these matters are as proper as any-
thing else as far as I1 know Jorfor they
are things wawe have to meet face to face
we latter day saints what are we
professors of religion are we yes
ththereere are laws being enacted in order
to deprive us of our religious rights
whereas the constitution of the
united states says that congress shall
inmakeake no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion or prohibitprohibitingprohibitioning the
free exercise thereof Is that true
read it for yourselves in the consconstitu-
tion

titu
this Is what we profess aas

americans we have men in our midst
who have introduced test oaths where-
as the constitution says that no re-
ligious testteat shall ever be required
yet they have introduced test oaths
and people are obliged to swear cer-
tain things that tthehe constitution saysbays
shall not dpbe permitted are we arneriamerl
can citizens here I1 think so have
I1

we any rights I1 think we ought to
haye are they being trampled upon
yes they are and these things are be-
ing1 done with impunity how Is it
Wwhyy the constitution is treated by
the politicians of todayto day as the bible
is treated by professors of religionyou talk with christians upon the
bible and you will find that they be-
lieve it when it is shut they will
spend hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars to send it to the heatheathenheh but

1 when you come to open it they them-
selves dont believe in it ask them
about prophets apostles
pastorspa teachers and Deadeaconsdons
haveareave they them no they do not even
professprofess to have them ask them about
beingalog baptisedbaptizedsed in the name of jesus
for the remission of sins by men hay-
ing

hav-
ing authority and the laying on of
hands for the gift of the holy ghost
and youyda will find that they dont want
to hear anything about these principles
they do not believe them why
they object even to keoplepeople being
married for ete rutty theyhe7 be-
lieve in men and women being
married only until death doth them
part tha t Is a very cold affair we do
not believe in being married fortlfortiforfon timeme
only we believebelleve in making covencovenantshintstints
forton eternity and being associated with
our wives and childchildrenrenreh behind the vellveli
we have received instructions from
the lord in regard to these things and
we are desirous to carry them out As
I1 have said the constitution provides
that congress shall make no law re-
spectingspecting an establishment of religion
or profprohibitingiNtIng the free exercise there-
of yet men are asked what their re
licious faith is right here in our
courts totodaydaydav theseeese are things thatthad
we as american citizens have a right
to look into to loolook wellkwell after our liber-
ties and to watch well our enemies for
these are not only our enemies but
they are the of human liber-
ty the enemies of the rights of man
and the enemies of god it Is for us
to look well after these things and in
our elections and in all like matters
to see that we are very particular about
the management of these affairs and
that we are not over run and cheated
out of our liberties by unscrupulous
men I1 sspeakpeak of these things at this
your conconferenceference for your information
and for your warning and would say
be united diligent and energetic and
stand for your rights as men

I1 remember some little ago a
gentleman hamednamed nir pierrierpierpontpont who
was attorney general under president
grant called upon me I1 was pleased
to seseee him and amani pleased to see all
honorable gentlemen I1 invited him
to innerdinner and we had quite a chat
but here let me introduce another af-
fair at the time when the edmunds
law was passed I1 was living in what Is
known as the gardo house I1 had
most of myrny wives living with me there
and after looking carefully over the
edmunds law I1 thought to myself
why congress is growing very wild
this government is settinggetting very very
foolish they are trtramplingamiling upon


