
;
'

i s l-'- . j?.. ! wutn -- -
: . -

' ;C . v --'.i ; t :
! ' " ..it - - - - - .)U ..bet- by-o- ' ..i. t ; : vf : ,., ,. , ? '-- - ' -

VOX- - XIV .' -

TITAH TEBIIITOBY, SATURDAY EVEJfXN'G,' tlARCII- - 5, 18S1.
O 3 T & A V -

ST. I.OIIS TIIADE. Coundls,andBi8hops and their Coun itteitih mim Miwmi
fTWiK rNDTiisiGXED wisnrs nx ak- -

IJ notrncp that hf in fniored to mi;i!y f! ' l
tradu with Colored ltoan, liui'is, aivl
Whit and Color, d Lhilugn of as qtiaHtyand at lower prioee than that iwhvh w ha- -
ported. Olve mo a call and ! oonvlnood.

ROUT. MOKKIS, P.1. IVt, '7S. '

Bi Hunlors Factor) , Opieilis Z. C. M. 1.
Tannery. F dim

principles, our own rights, the rightsof others and the - rights, of ; God.
These are my feelings in relation to
this matter. But the world do not
comprehend our principles; theycannotr But we can aflbrd to teach
them '. the. gospel even if we are
abused for doing it we can deal
justly with them, and . then suffer
their abuse. .No matter We can do
Wl this and . a good deal more,
and also advocate the ... rights of
men, look after jour own interests
and welfare, and the interest of the
community we are associated with,and sustain all just laws and correct

amongst you, should we, I y, take
him through the House of the Lord
and confer and seal upon him bless-
ings and livei eternal, and thrones
and principalities and powers and
dominions, and introduce him into
the society of the highest intelli-
gences that exist in the eternal
worlds? I forbid you to do It in the
name of the Lord. We cannot do
it, we are not at liberty to do it,
neither are we at liberty to ue our
judgment in regard to it either, i If
we bear with men in their weakness
and infirmity and are obligedto carry ; a lot . of merix like
so many automatons, the time will
come aud it must come when they
will be shut out, they will not be
found worthy to abide among j'ou;
they are not worthy now. But we
have to bear with them until theyare better informed; but until then
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if they do not live up to them you
will not then he-- , held responsible to
the. authorities Uiat preside over
you. The Lord tells us that they
shall not be Worthy of a place among
us. Do we want to alter that?' Not
one iota, i Would I wish to be handi
to men that are ignorant? ' No, I
would not; I would hear with them,
and teach them and instruct them.
And if I were a Bishop I should in-
struct my Teaehers to lo it; and
then by . and by, after they , were
fully' informed, and had every op-
portunity to become acquainted
with things; we might take final ac
tion in relation to their standing . 1
would not wish to enforce that law
at present,until men were thorough-
ly .informed. For instance the case
I referred to yesterday. Ther were
two men; one paid $100 In tubing,the other paid $25 in tithing. Both
ofj them owned about .the', same
amount of property; but the first
nana ma tithing, the other uia not.
rile second, however, nakl Pome
$7S in donations; but Ire did not pay
nis uthinghe 'only pahi a quarter
of t. That now may have arisen
from Ignorance 1 with 11 regard to
the - law.:-- ; The last paid out
as jmuch money as the first; and he
may , h ave been , wroug y taugb t
Some of the BitJiops do not under-
stand these thiugs,and yet we have
had this doctrine given;. unto us for
forty-tw- o years. , lias a man a rightto jturn . and change, things as he
pleases-- ? J have .not, and I do not
believe any other man has. ; And if
any Bishop or a Presiden t of a Stake
or anybody else tells you that you
can do as you please about the dis
position you make of the means you
pay,' as j long as you pay a
amount! or you may pay it on tith
ing orjiotjjaa you please, I tell you
mat he teaches false u:ctrme. Hut
should we be hard with such people?
Now if they have been under influ-
ences of tli is nature and been wrong
ly taught, I will say, as' a
patty wild to me who had . tmeii do
ing these tliiugs. "L will switch oil
and pay my tithing according to the
law." You, Bishops and Presidents
of Stakes, switch oil'and get the peo
ple to uo things right, t here is no
commandment about donations, but
there is about tithing; and I "am not
at liberty to change this, neither any
other man..!, - -

1 will ' follow , this subject a little
farther. We are talking about build
ing up Zion. Here is where the
thing applies itself with great force
to me as well as toi you, when you
comprehend it as it xists and see it
by the light of the.Spirit" Of Fruth.
Bor it is written: "And I ' pay unto
you, if my people observe .'not- this
law, to keep it holy, and by this law
sanctify the land of Zion unto me,
that my statutes and my judgments
may be kept thereon, that it may be
most holy, behold, verily I say unto
you, it shall not be. a land or Zion
unto you." ; Weil, we are taming
about building up the'iand of Zion,
whieii is one or--, tne- tilings-w- e ore
here for. And God has said that if we
do not oley this law it shall not be
a land of zion unto us. " uoet this
apply to us? 1 Will read a little fur--
iuer; "Ana in is snuit ue an ensam-
ple ; unto ' all the' 8 takes of Zion."
lost, I speak these things for your
information. I will go a little far-

ther upon the subject. A 'personwrote me n letter, stating that a
young man nad applied ; to

certain Bishop for a re
commend to get married. - He
asked him if he had paid his tithing.
He answered, No. " Well," said the
Bishop, "We are instructed not to
give recommends' to those who do
not pay their tithing." 4tBut," Bait
the young man, my father I sup
pose paid my tithing for me," If
this was r so, .that would be very
proper, especially in farming dis-
tricts, where the grown sons assist in
cultivating the farm, and the daugh
ters, perhaps, assist in making the
butter and cheese, etc. When the
tithing on the whole is paid, that is
all straight enough, because what is
made is the proceeds of the united
labor of the family, and the family
are ail, or course, represented until
they come to age. And then what?
Why then comes another state of
things. "Have you paid your titl.- -
ing since you lelt your father;'' the
young man was asked. No. Why?
I have been careless and indifferent
and I have not done what was rigbf
Well, If you haven't paid your tith-
ing, and you seem to have forgotten
God, why is it that you want to gtt
married according tsthe laws of God?
Why not get married in some other
way, seeing that you observe not
the laws: of'--. God? We-l,- " In the
first' place, my father and
mother wish , me to be married ac
cording to the . laws of God; and
then my intended wife's father and
mother want us to be married in
that way; and again, the girl has
told me that she will not have me
unless we get married in that way.
I will here remark, I think this very
sensible and creditable on the pariof the young lady: I think she acted
very, wisely, and rL wish - all our
young-sister- s felt, the same, and
they ough t to on a matter of such Im-

portance to them. Says the young
mail! further: . "I. have "a desire to
keep, the laws', of God, or I was
born: in the " Church, . and , I liavo
grown up with such feelings, but I
was not man enough to practice
them But if you give me there- -
commend I will try and do it in the
future." But the question is, under
these circumstances, should the re-
commend be given? I could not do
it, unless there, was some .visible
manifestation on his part to mend
his ways and to make up the tiling

it may be asked, , 'is ft not better o
have our sons married In theriglit
way and be kind to them,', tlian to
SCO them go elsewhere i to be mar-
ried. As I said yesterday, as I say
to-da- y, if it . were a son, of .mine I
could not give him ' the recommend;
and other . menV sons under tlie
same circumstances, are- - no better
than mine. It Is prineiplo we are
to be; governed by. ,1 am not here,
yoa are not here, to carry out our own
tieslgps, and feelings, and purposes.
Whyi Jesuuhimselz did, not come
to do tli at. V Acoorduig

' to His own
words. He came not to-d- his own

--wili, but4he will of Ills Father who
sent Him. And we are nere pot to do
our own will, but the will of the
Father who al-- q sent us,and who has
called us' to our holy and ' exalted
calling.

" And what shall be done?
Unless this young man could con-
vince me, if I were a Bishop, that
he was sincere in his heart and made
some satisfactory attem pt at fulfill
ing this law I would not give him a
recommend. What? Would Elders
of Israel take men Into Ji. the House
of God, would you, because God has
revealed some-o- f tbe greatest bless
lags that ean be conferred upon
numaniry, bjessings wmcn tnou
sands; and tens of thousands of good
men sang about and prayed about
and longed to receive, but who died
without enjoying them, should we
take a man. a tcaa whom this Book
ears, ihall not' be worthy to ' abide

connected: with 1 it areJawf which
are calculated to lead us on from
strength to strength, from knowl-
edge to knowledge, and from intelli-
gence' to intelligence, until we shall
all see as we are seen and know as
we are known. .And hence Uod has
given for this purpose the various
offices that exist in the Church and
Kingdom of God. I would further
ask, what ia this priesthood given us
for? That we may be enabled to
build up the Zion of our God. What
for? To put down wrong and cor-

ruption,' lasoiviouanese, lying, thiev-
ing, dishonesty and covetousness,
with every kind of evil, and also to
encourage faith, meekness, charity,
purity, brotherly kindness, truthful,
ness, integrity, honesty and every-
thing that is calculated to exalt and
ennoble mankind, that we may be
the true and proper representativesof God pur Father here . upon the
earth, that we may learn to know
His will and to do it: that His will
may be done on earth as in heaven.
Ami hence; Zion is spoken of aa be--;
ing me pure m neari. - a

when . the disciples of our Lord
asked. Him to teach them how to
Iray, what did He say? "When you
pray say, "Our Father, which art In
heaven, hallowed by thy., name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give tis this day our dally bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we for
criveour debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen." Resides other things theywere taught to pray that God's king
dom might Come. Why? Th xt the
earth might be delivered fromoppres
sion, ,; cruelty, , tyranny, rrom cor-

ruptions, infamy, licentiousness, de
bauchery and all the evils that af-
flict humanity.aud which have been"
Introduced by the powers of darkness
ro the overth row and destruction
of ( he human family. . Jesus standi
forth as the great propitiator between
God and man. He came here as the
representative of His heavenly
Father; He is our great High Priest,
aud He lives to intercede for us be-
fore the throne of GoJ, who is also
our Father, Jeeus being our elder
brother. . ". . t ,';'Now) then, God has gathered- - us
together for a purpose, and that pur-
pose is to build up Zion and to estab-
lish His kingdom on the earth and
He could not do it in any other way
that I know of than the way in
which He is doing it; He may how-
ever have some other way.but if He
has I am not acquainted with it. It
U sufficient for ua to know that He
ha9 chosen this way. - Very 'well.
We are taking hold and are doing a
great many good things. I feel very
much interested in the labors which
aie being performed. My heart is
drawn out In many instances to
many peoples and organizations that
are engaged in trying to teach the
people the1 ways of life. When I
see the Twelve thus engaged' travel-
ing about from placa to place teach-
ing the pure principles of the gospel
of peace, I feel like saying in my
heart, God bless you, and God Bus-tai- n

you; and all Israel ought to
have the same feeling. Then when
I see our missionaries doing the
same thing not only in our : midst
bu t elsewhere, seeking to promote
the benefit of men, to introduce cor-- ,
rect principles and to expose error,
and to lead men to the truth and to
gather them to Zion, I feel to say,
God bless you in all your operations,
and may the Spirit and blessing
and power of God be with, you; and
all Israel ought to sustain such men
who are engaged in sucn beninciai
labors. Then when I see our Sunday
Schools in operation, with ouryoung
men .and women and in many in
stances the aged men and aged wom-
en interestjin our youth andtaking an
. . . a.1 . i
trying to tram up iue rising genera-
tion in tbe paths of life, I say to all
such , God bless you and . may H is
peace and blessing ue upon an wno
are interested In the welfare of Israel.
And again when I see our young men
and young women associating them
selves together ior mutual instruc-
tion and ediflcation.learniug to com-
prehend correct principles and edu
cating themselves to become efficient
laborers in the work, the great, the
Important, the eternal work of God

.I TT 1 'li-- .l A

vviiicii no uai cumiuitieu iu ua
when I see our young men and .wo
men engaged in that way, I say to
such, God blass you, and may the
peace and the blessing ofGod be with
you. And when l see our juveniles
who are organized as Primary As
sociations brought together - and
taught to Ring the praises of God and
to comprehend the principles of tT:

gospel and in many instances the' 7

parents scarcely sense the responsi
bility God placed upon tnem when
He placed these precious jewels in
their care making them the fathers
and mothers of lives when I see
our brethren and sisters engaged
teaching these children to lisp the
praises of God and to honor and obey
their parents and to uo mat wnicn
is right, I say God bless them. And
when I see our isisnop engaged :n
foing the will of God and exertln?
themselves to promote the welfare of
His people over whom tney preside,
and seeking counsel from God and
oth r sources, and doing au they can
to build up Zlon unseinshiyj with
pure hearts and clean hands, I say,
God bless you and may the spirit
and power of your omce rest upon
you that you may magnify it and
honor your God. And when I see
the Seventies and aiders go among
the nations of the earth, as many
have done before, trying to benefit
mankind,' trying to snatch them
from the fearful calamity that is
near athand,but people do not know
it, wjen I see men going forth to
accomplish the purposes of God and
gather out His elect, I say to such,

1 t,T. i. nH T fool llflCllrOliq

and hnnefnl that these men may be
able to present the eternal truths of
hMVAn In finch a wav that tne non
est in heart may see and admire
themusd particpate in the blessings
mail itinsr from obedience thereto.

We are here, then, to build, up
tZIon. We have a temple going- up
here, and .we nave.otners xu coume
of erection in other places. Now,
while we have no disrespect for the
world, no disrespect for the na

in which we . live or. to : the
authorities ihereof.lf they act wisely,
wotl: if thev do not act Wisely 11 is
not cm well. No-matte- r about that;
we can trust them in the bands of
God. We are the friends of all men,
and are the friends of this nation;
we are the friends and supporters of
therConstitutkm oCthis nation,we are
the friends of right, of freedom and
Kfniml linlTiltrt.l(inan(i mod men
every where ancthat on the princt--
rvta vhlch I snoke a while ajro on
the principle of freedom, liberty,

let believe, worahip.and 1

otherftTrship, worship as yoa pkJs
.wtwllncr to the dictates of consci
ence, and let ether do the same. It
Js far ua to be ?yedtjy!rectnrlnHnlM. ar.d u Tar-- M it lies in

tt rxtpnd to all men this
then maintain, on correct

BT
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Delivered at the AttembfysJIqllt
ball L.ahe VUyt Sunday After-noo- n,

January fiA, 1881.

I made some remarks vmIatHst
afternoon.ln answer to certain ques-tions which have ben
relation to the principleand I thought this morntng that I
wuMiitmase h iew. aauiuonal re--
marss on the same subject, and
perhaps touch upon some pthermatters. . t' I read over yesterday certain ques
tions wnicn nave oeen asKetl- - me
pertain log , o tA4 flaatter; .and . ,lJ

iiriswering inese questions to this
Conference, ( Perhatsibre mar be
Home Iiere to-da- y who were not here

A J
jremeruay, anu mere may De some
nora tTO-uayrrw- do nofTead the
iocirie- - am- i- Covenantjnd whoare not acquainted with some of the
principles relating to this sutjct.Therefore I will read again that
which was read yesterday afternoon,which wiJl be found on the 418th
mire of the Doctrine and 'Covenants
new'edition. There may be some who
have not this edition, and I will say
therefore that the same revelation
will be found in tectlon 107 of the
old edition. )

"Revelation given At Far West
Missouri. July 8th, 1838, in answer
to the question, O Lord, show uuta
Hiv servants how much thou re- -

(jv'est of the properties of thejpeople
iuf utningr" Verily ,thus saith the Lord, I re-

quire all their surplus property to be
put hito the hands of the Bishop of
my Church of Zlon, for the buildingof mine house, and for ;the layingthe foundation of Zion and for the
priesthood, and for the debts Of th- -

shall be the beginning of the tithing
of my people; and after that, those
who have thus been tithed shall pay
one tenth of all their Interest an
nually, and this Bhall be a standing
law uuto them for ever, for my holy
priesthood, sa'th tho Lord.

"Veriiyl say unto you,it Bhall come
to pass that all those who gatherunto the land of Zlon shall be tithed
ot their surplus properties, and shsll
observe this law, or they shall not
be found worthy to abide among
you. . . "

"And I say unto you, if my people
observe not this law, to keep it holy,
and by this law sanctify the land of
Zion unto me, that my statutes and
my Judgments may be kept thereon,
that it may be most, holy, behold,
verily I say unto you it snail not be
a land . of Zion unto you; and this
shall be an ensample unto all tl ?
Stakes of Zion. Even so. Amen.'

The scriptures say that we shall
receive line upon-line-a- nd precept
upon precept; and therefore it is nec-
essary sometimes, to carry out these
ideas in order that, where paopl
have been misinformed -- or have no.
judged or heard correctly, they may
be put right in relation to all general
leading principles. - A feermghasmore or less prevailed among the
people that tithing is a matter to fee

decided on exclusively by? the in-

dividual paying it. and that if Be
pays it, all right; if he does not rp'his tithing, it is not quite so; right,it makes not so much difference. A.

good saint perhaps, may be honor-
able and upright and honest In deal-

ing; may be a tolerably good neigh-
bor; he may be zealous to a certain
extent, according to his ideas &uil
notions, in regard to the propagation
of the word of truth; he .may; tfe
active and energetic in marry ththgi;
but if"he does right in the-maid- ,

tithing is a matter of very little im-
portance; it la only a temporal ide.
it does not concern' us much, it fe

only meant to meet the financial
a flairs associated with the Church-- r
aud that is jbl matter of verylltt
importance."- - 'J f5 ?

Now it is proper that we should b
correctly mrormea in reiauon- - i?
these matters ami a I stated yester
day,tliere is a great diversity of opi
ion existing amongTnen, and eve

In the Churelmen"in .authority... i ii- - r. 2

say," uianops ana prooaoijr jrre- -

dents of Stakes and. others, la rela
tkn to the principle of tith.agl
Now. it ia proper that we, should,
have a correct view and a propef
understanding of this principle, V
are here to carry out the purpose
and designs of God, and as I underf
stand it we have been gathered to
ether accordinff to ceitain: re.vIa

tions which have been gived for he
pstablishraeut of His Church : upon
tiie earth, and that we, as a people;
profess to be the Lord's people, and
under His guidance and direction
Each, one, if he is living his religion J
i si. mro-e- d to have the spirit of light,
of truth and intellisence within him j

elf, the spirit ot revelation, the:
Holy Ghost given unto him by thej
Li viii on of hands which, if he fbli
lows in all its gukliugs and tUctaJe
will lead him into all trum. jiach
man and each woman is- - placed' in.

the position that they can draw nigh
uuto God through Jewus Christ: W
have the light and Intelligence of the
Spirit of God imparted unto --teem J

but because of the weakness of man,
because of our many inflrmitiei',
and because of the powers of darkuf i
and of the many influences that
have been at work from the-co- m

mpnwmcnt of the world until the
present time seeking to destroy, to
uproot and to overturn the principles
of eternal truth, and to lead men In- -:

to error, darkness, confusion;rahd
leath. and because it is the way and"
order of GodHe has ordained a holy:
rriesthoodlor the guidance, lbtthet

. and for the instruotiott.orj
Ilia people. ..,.:We are told that in ancient days
God nlaced in the Church'. erst
Aik ties, secondly rtoplietf,tk?rtIy1
Teachers:" and aiin,,fHe gase somel
Arwatiod. and some Prophet?, afad
some Evangelists, and some Pastors 1

i,iT'rvivrs." For what? ,jrarxne
pctfecUiig, of the Saints, for the
work f the ministry, and tbe
edifying the,body vof Christ: till
w- - allome ia tlwMunity of the
faith and' of the knowledge of the.
Sou of G4 unto It pefTect map, unto
the measure oft the statureof the
fumeaa ofJChrist: .thai re henceforth
be no liote cMJdren'.tossed ?to ad
fro, andcairrled abou by ry-V--lu

pfWtrlne, by the .alight of.inen
and- - cutting craftiness, wfterjby
they lta In wait to deceiv:- - ui
speakingUe tnfW in love, mij grgw
upuntoililm in nll thlags, Which is

the teaching of Mae of the old
TTurt hArTre. the XA. v. w

tam,,dm the Church in th" ?t
day the same priesthood tl,and for the tame t r
SeT have, y, Fir,JtPrei-mv-!

then we have the Twelve;" . 1. T I . .

seiors; then we have Presidents of
Htakes,each Stake in its form a com-
pact body, with a President and his
two Counselors, and Bishops operat-
ing in their place and presiding over
their various 'Wards, and the HighCouncil --operating in their place,
with, the Priests, Teachers and Dea-
cons operating in theirs, all workingand operating together; 1 hen we
have Relief Societies, and Mutual
Improvement Societies, and our Sun-
day Schools, and Primary Associa-
tions, and all the various organiza-tions and Institutions which are or-
ganized for the Instruction of the
rising generation, male and female
Thus we have the various officers in
the church performing their several
duties with honor, integrity and
truthfulness before God, lookingafter the Interest, the welfare and
I he happiness of those that are asso-
ciated with and that are under their
Jurisdiction. Then these various
Stakes, in their organizations, with
their Presidents, are subject to the
presiding authorities, and the Presi-
dents thereof have to render an ac-
count to --the Presidency of the
Church; and the Presidency of the
Church ought to be able at all times
t7 render an account to their Heav-
enly Father. . ;

Ihis is an order, as I understand
it,that is introduced by the Al
mighty, and by. Him alone, i It is
not of man, nor did it proceed from
man; and aa it did not proceed from
man, neither can it progress nor be
perfected by man without the direc-
tion of the Almighty. In fact, with
all these helps, with all these organ
izations, with all these principles, ow-

ing to the weakness and infirmities
of man, we find it difficult to pre
serve in purity those sacred Institu
tions that Uod has given unto us,
and we continually need the great-
est care, humility, eelf-denia-l, ierse-veranc- e,

watchfulness and reliance
u pon God." We talk sometimes abou t
free will; is that a correct principle?
Yes; and it is a principle that nas
always existed, and troceeded from
God, our Heavenly Father. When
God revealed Himself to Joseph
Smith it was optional whether lie
obeyed His counsel or not; I suppose,
however, looking at things as thev
exist, and aa they are in truth; God
understood that he would do it. he
having been selected lor that purpose
a long, long tlma ago; and that the
Lord knew that he would adhere to
those principles and would carry out
the designs of Heaven as they should
be communicated unto and requiredof him. We received the eosrel:
was any one forced to obey it? j Was
there any coercion in any possible
way manifested toward us? i Not
thaHC know of. Wad Oliver Cow- -

dery, who was the second Cider in
the Church, obliged to receive this
gospel? No, he was not. Was Hy-ru- m

Smith obliged to receive it? No,
he was not. Were any of the wit-
nesses to the Book of Mormon the
Whitmers and others? No. And
after; they did identify themselves
with' this-Church- , were they cem- -
pelled to stay in it? No. Have any
of the members of i he Quorum of
the Twelve, the Seventies, the High
friest?, or the members of the High
Councils, or the Presidents; of the
Seventies, or any class of men in
this .Church, been compelled to oc
cupy the position to which they have
been ealleaT l do not Know or any.
do you? I know there was no coer-cit- m

used with me further than the
fl-c- e of truth recommending itself
to my mind, neither was there with
you further than the power of truth
operating upon your minds. And
arter you received toe gospel were
you compelled to leave your homes
to! come here no, you were ; not.
u fact, it was your desire to Come

here, and you could hot be kept back
from coming, because you were im-

pelled by the spirit which the Latter- -
lav uosnel inspires to come to tne
land of Zion. If this is called Com-

pulsion, it is not the compulsion of
man, but tne operation or the spirit
of God, which you rece ved through
obedience to the gospel. !.

we may nere astc, in acting under
the dominion or control of the priest-
hood are any. of you forced to do
anything you do not want to? If
you think you are in any possible
way, I absolve you from it to-da- y,

every one of you. " These are my
ideas about tne rights or men. i It Is
"all free grace and all free will," as
the poet has it. We have not been
coerced to come Into the Church, we
are not coerced to remain in it. But
we have taken upon ourselves a pro
fesslon of faith in God, and as Latter
day Saints we -- believe that Cod has
sixken, that the heavens have beeu
opened, that the everlasting gospel
hai been restored to man; and we
believe that God has organized His
Church by . revelation, through HU
servant, Joseph Smith, In the form
that we now have it. Thisi U our
faith. We cannot help that faith.
I cannot help my faith, neither can
you help yours. There was from
the first, scriptural evidence adduced
and a certain kind of reasoning used
to enlighten our minds.- - - Ve be-

lieved, after hearing the preaching
of the gospel, that it was our duty
to be baptized in the name of Jesus
for the remlcsion of our sins, and to
have hands" laid upon our beads for
the reception of the Holy Ghost.
And when we received that Holy
Ghost, which takes of the things of
God. it showed tnem unio us: anu
tben we were Placed upon another
footing from what' we were before;
and that Spirit has enlightened our
minds in reczurd to those things ' of
whUi I have spoken, as well as in
rmrard to manv others. - If God has
revealed unto us certain things cau
we heln our faith In them, and can
we ! heln knowing this to be the
Church and Kingdom of God? No.
Can I? No. Can you? No. What
wouki men have to do to deprive me
of this faith? They would --have to
cut i off my; head, of In - some ; other
wav to kill me: and then they could
not change my faith, that would be
impossible. ' If a man know a thing,
he knows1 it, and he cannot un-kno- w

IL, There is one way whereby we
can un-kno- w tbthtogsrand thaf
is by giving way4o evil-- laflueiicesi
to the powers or uaraueas, auu ujr
departing from the light of God; and
the jthai light within u! beconies
darkness.' and ' then Mhow"great U
thai darkne." But when you talk
Imat mntrolllnflr a man faith, it

cannot be done; and I .would. ay to
peopif who are bent upon navmg me
change my fsLiCi, Sn have to dQ
is toi out off my head, and even that
would not do it, because r would
still; be myself entertaining tbe same
faith in the next wozkU-As- a there
foreiall that men could do toward
accompllahmg this' 'object 'would be
to destroy the body? Jbu t that princi
ple which God has implanted In our
hnarU It would be impossible to
destroy: rhscw Jrsan? And
fear i noteia'-ltuk-TTtr- j the txxiy,
but kre not able to.klll the soul: but
ratbrr fear Him which Habtetoda,
troy both soul and body in hea.fW,- -

NW, speaking in of the
;whlclj: IiTfr'terrred toj

principles. And tnen we can leave
those men who violate correct princi-
ples in the hands of God. But they
cannot ( omp; e'lead these things. they
do not ponMS that spirit which alone,
enaoies men to Tut nil those prin-
ciple, whicli are given by the Al-
mighty for tbe benefit of the human
family We do understand "them, I
mean those who are faithful to their
profession, as Latter-da- y Saints; but
some or us possess the spirit-b- y

Which they are . actuated, and . I am
sorry wfcen I see it. But as a peoplewe are not ot tbe spirit of the world
we are here not ti pattern after the
follies of the world, but to build , up
Zon, the Church and Kingdom of
of God upon the earth;" and God lias
given unto us a portion of ills spiritih it we may seek after Him, and seek
toi carry out His-wil- l and He1 viJI
continue to enlighten our mind, and
we shall grow .and increase, and .our
path will be as that. of the Just,grow- -. . . .: i I l l - i

nig uoguierauu urigtiier uuto uie
perfect day. Do the , world undert
stand anything or .the religion we
have received? No. It U nothingnew to say thl?; this was understood
loiig,long ago.

"The natural man receive th not
the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishfiess unto him,
neither indeed cam,- - lie know them,
beau.e they-- , are spiritually disv--
cerned;' and when they d rnot
possess the fcpirit of truth, the Com
forter,the Holy Ghoat, by which alone
they are understood, how can they
comprehend them? J Well, having
said so much,let me come back to the
question of tithing, --v.";

Tbe people' were anxious at the
time the revelation was given in
Far West,to know what the Lord re
quired as a tithing, from His Saints
l, was there at the time; it was. in
1838-r-qui- te a little time to lock ba i
to. j Some time, however, before this
revelation was given, God had re
vealed the principle of the United
Order, which, as you know, the peo
ple couia not abide; and wheu we
come to think; about it, it could
hardly be expected that they could
do so.tbey having been in the Church
but a snort .time, taken out of the
world, with all the prejudices and
weaknesses that you and I have.
But !the time will come' when we
will obey these th ings : as they ' are
given- - by therevelations 'of God,
and it will not be a hardship either;
it will be a pleasure to those who are
under the influence of the Ijord.'
But like all other things, it will be
'free will and free grace."

JSow, then, we come to this. Here
is a command given; who to? Not
to outsiders, not to men of the world,
not to people who do not believe iu
God nor in His lawB; but it is given
directly to us who profess to have
faith in Him, In His laws, and in
His Priesthood. ..The nuestion then
is, what is our duty, as we have not
obeyed the other law? I will remark
here,incldeotaJly,that when this law
of tithing was given, a great many
people . were gathering up to Far
West and to that district ot country,
as we. are to this country; but it
would apply more to our early settle-
ments than at. the present .time.
This people thus gathering to Far
West were told that it was required
of them to give their surplus pro
perty I will read it. .

"1 require all their surplus property
to be put into the hands of the
Bishop of my Church of Zion, for
the building of mine house, and for
the laying the foundation of Zion.
and ! for the . priesthood, and for the
debts of the Presidency , of my
Church; and this shall be the be-

ginning of the tithing of my peo- -

What then? , "And those whoEie." thus been tithed shall pay .one.
tenth of all their interest annually.
and this shall be a standing law unto
them forever, for my holy priest-
hood, saith the Lord." v '

Now, here Is .a- people, or whom
we: form a part,' who met togethe:!
to ask tbe Prophet , of tbe Lord to
inquire for them the will of the
Lord concerning thi$ matter cf tith-
ing; and He gives it in these words:

"And this shall be a standing law
unto them forever.'" - . i .!.. .

Xwill ask, has the Lord ever an
nulled this? No. Then it stands in
full force to-da- y to this people. - Then
again: .f- p. t.,.v;

"Verily l say unto you, it shall
come to pass, that an those who
gather unto the land of Zion shall
be tithed or their surplus properties.
and shall observe this law, or, they
shall not be found worthy to abide
among you." , . ur

That is very plain talk. Ia there
any compulsion about it? No; but
if they do not do it they-shal- l not
be considered worthy to abide amour
you. What are we to make of n?
as l said yesterday, i am not m
it; President Young did not make
it, neither did Joseph Smith make
it; but by the request of the people
he a3ked the Lord wnat his wui
rv xv3 nua iiuw wtu tiiv auowwij cuu
this was given in 1838. And does it
not seem strange, that we do not
comprehend it? I think it does some- -

times. Here we nave nau the uot- -
trlne and Covenants in our hand,
which contain this revelation, since
the year 183S; . that is nearly forty
two years ago. we nave had rorty-tw- o

years to study, this doctrine, and
it la as plain as you can make it, and
vet it would seem Uiat we cannet
mderstand lt XK we want - to un
derstand . the Jaws of God? If we
do-- and will read these-- things under
the influence that Bpint that l
have referred to, 1 think.; that .w-- e

will Understand our duties .without
much trouble " . u ; a .!-- '

,Now tben, if Zion we were talk
ing about buiklinst up Zion L am
not going to enter into Um whys and
wnerefores or Hiese tmngs, out win
say It ia a test to the people of God,
or rot us who profess to be, that we
may know whether people will ob
serve a certain specific law given by
the Almighty or, not, anu thus nave
a. proof nd.

if we-abi- de this, all
well and good; if not. it is written,
"They shall not be found worthy to
abide among you.' ; What will you
ao with them?.r I: often .think that
there are a great many people who
are not worthy to abide among us;
doat'you? And then If God were
to put iudirment to , the line, and
righteousness to ihe plummet, most
of us would be in a very poor fix. I
will tell yoa whs&tl think should be
done, and that is i why I am treat- i
ing oron . thla snfclect io-da- y. .11
think UM.nmrJa .ouirht lo- - be In I

fctructed im these i thugs, and then,

they must do the best they can, for
they cannot go 'into the House of
tbe Lord, they cannot be sealed up
to eternal lives, they - cannot have
part in the blessings which God hai
con formi upon us until they -- bring
forth fruits meet for repentance,I will take it in another point of
view. We pay our tithing and we
pay Temple donations, we attend to
the duties of the House of the Lord:
we go forth and proclaim the gospelof peace to the nations of the earth;we convert people, under the bless-
ing of Cod, and they come tola
knowledge of the principles of the
gospel, and we continue our labors
to build up Zion; looking at it in this
light, would it be Just, after we have
laid out our means, would it be in
accordance f with the principles of
equity. to Kraut this privilege to such
men, a privilege which ..we have
earned and, in a certain sense, paid
for? It is"generally the case that
they are the first to rush forward and
wan t certain blessii ngs without earn
ing them. Jesus said in His day that
the "kingdom of heaven sufferelb
violence, and the violent take it byforce." These are some of that class
who crowd in where . they are:1 not
worthy, to , tread. These temporalmatters they assume are of very lit-
tle importance, they are of very lit-
tle importance judging from the waythat many of, us labor; but they are
of very great importance when
weighed in the balances of truth, the
principles of eternal life which God
lias revealed are of the utmost im-
portance to the Saints, both to the
living and the dead", to the myriadsof men that have lived and that
may live, these things are of va.--t
importance. 1

I thought I would talk a JitUe up-
on this subject tbU morning. I will
now offer a few remarks upon an-
other subject. We talk sometimes
about justice; and I have noticed the
spirit manifested., among us some-
times, "An eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth." This is some-
thing that really does not belong to
us. i Wearefuliof Infirmities. We
pray to the Father - to forgive our
trespasses -- as we forgive them that
trespass against us. How often dh

e sin against God? ' Many iitm-- ,

and axk His forgiveness.
: How

o.'ten tshould ' 1 ' forgive mybrother? I hear people say. "lwr iu
such and sucli a man, he has wrong- -

Wl iJV.) UUU J. VUU L1VV ivtitv ' 1

Tlioii you have not the true spirit of
the gospel. ".But he has acted so
meanly towards me, he has 'injured
my reputation, and he sought to do
it." Bless your soul, he cannot in
jure your reputation if it la good; on
the contrary, by taking a correct
course, according to the spirit of the
gospel, be that has traduced you
will respect you and will be the suf
ferer, not you. It is our duty to for-

give our brother seven times, yes,
seventy times seven, when he turns
to you and seeks your forgivenest;
and we should forgive men in our
hearts whether they ask bur vfor-- ,
giveness or not. And what about
our enemies? What shall we do with
them? Oiler them peace and for
give them the first time. And
what then? Go again the second
time and forgive them? Yes, if they
ask Iforgiveness. And the third
time? Y; but the fourth time the
Lord says thine enemy is in thine
hand, do with him as seemest thee
good, i'bu have then fulfilled the
law; and even tben, if you are mer
ciful, it Is said it shall be accounted
to you for righteousness. This is the
law of the gospel.
gj f am desirous to see tbe people ob
serve tails law oi inning because It
is a plain and direct command to us.
Not that I care anything tarsonally
whether people pay their tithing or
not, and I do not think the Lord
cares much Himself. The gold and
the silver are His, and so are the
cattle upon a thousand hilis; and to
him belongs power to command all
things. And what we do p assess of
this world's goods ia given unto u
to make a wise use of, because we
cannot take them with us when we
shall be called hence. It is for us,
as Saints of the Most High, to be
honest and upright and. take a cor
rect course, to be full of; integrity
and maintain correct principles eve
rywhere and at all times, if our
enemies cannot afford to treat us
aright, we can afford to treat them
aright. But we will not barter
away our rights, but leave ourselves
IPy Hut hands of QoU,anl aeeli to Him
tor Ids guidance; and if we keep His
comm ndmentf, uod's blessing will
rest upon ua. Therefore, in regard
to this, it is not a matter of pecuni-
ary interest that prompts me to
speak, to you; it is a test of faith
which God has given unto , us,
and i

4 which ., affects', r us all
alike, and that for , some reason
known to God. But speaking of
ourselves, it br positively stated, as
before referred to, that "'.those
whoj do not ot serve this law
half not be considered " worthy

to abide among us; and further, that
this shall be a standing law unto all
the Stakes of Zion. Again, the Lord
says ?If my people observe not
this taw, etc., it shall not be a land
of Zion unto them." S' ;

, We have to build up' Zion, and
make it : the praise of the whole
earth; but to do this acceptably to
God, we must be governed by the
principles of , purity . and . honesty,
truthfulness and integrity and all
the sterling virtue which God lias
pointed out for man to be governed
by. And when the Saints arrive at
this state of perfectkn,thus fulfilling
this scripture with' regard to the
greatness and splendor of Zlon, God
will make His people not ronly the
richest of all people in fpirituaj
things, but also in temporal things.- God bless you, iu the name. of
Jesus. Amen.
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