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The Norse Memorial Meeting,

LaAsT night, in compliance with the
call of Hon. D. H, WELLS, Mayor of the
City, memorial services, in honor of the
late 8. F. B, Morse, the illustrious in-
veutor of the telegranph, were held in
the Representatives’ Room in the City
Hall, which was decorated in a manpel
suitable to the occasion. The national
fiag, draped in crape, floated at half
mast from the liberty pole before the
Hall, a plen’iful supply of. the same
sombre looking material béing bung at
the front entrance,

The chair occupied by the president
of the meeting, as well as the stars and
gtripes above it, were *‘in mourning.”

In the hall in which the services took
place was suspended an appropriate
picture, one side being the instruments
and materials used in constructing and
working the telegraph—poles, insula-
tors, and Instruments, with the first
telegram ever sent by Professor Morse—
“What hath God wrooght?” Ona the
other side was inecribed: “Utah, Terri-
torial Pioneer; fir-t in every enterprise,
has built and owns more than a thou-
sand miles of telegraph lines,”

Daring the day a wire had been
stretched from the office of the Degeret
Telegraph Compsapy on Ea-t Temple
fSt. to the hall, st ove end of whieh was
atable with the necessary apparatus,
placing the assembly in communica:
tion with the East, and the most distant
telegraphie regions of the worid.

The meeting was called to order by
Mayor Wells, and on motion Hon.
Gecrge A. Bmith was elected c¢chair-
man; H, 8. Eldridge, Geo. E. Whitney,
Elias Bmith, Joab Lawrence, Edward
Hunter, J. P. Taggart and .Z. Saow,
vice~chairman,v Lewis: 8. Hiils, John
T, Caine and Theodore McKean secre-
taries, ' ‘

On motion, David W. Ewvans was
appointed reporter, and W. B. Dougall
eiectrician.

The chairman briefly explained the
object of the meeting, and Elder Char-

les R, Bavage offered prayer.

Oa motion, the following committee
of nine, the first named being chair-

man, were appointed on reaolutions: .

Brighan Y-uunﬁj r., Joseph F. Bmith,
¥ D, Hoge. C. Hempstead, E., M,
Barnum, Theo. ¥. Tracy and John R.
Winder, and afterwards on motion, two
ladies; Mrs. Hannah T. King and Mrs.
Dunford, were added to the committes.
The committee retired to prepare reso-
Jations, :

The following telegrams to the mem-
orial meeting at Washington were read:

REPRESENTATIVES' HALL,
Crty HArLn, Salt Liake City,
A ol April 16, 1872,

To the Hon, Chairman of the Morse
Memorial Meeling, Washington, D. C.

Our citizens meet at half past sev:n,
Salt Lake City time, but fearing that
their resolutiens may come too late for
your meeting, I forward the following
in advance; Fotes '

Utah cordially _]aina the fraternity of
Htatea anpd nations in
sorrow at the demise and irrepsrable
loss the world has sustained in the de-
cease of Professor Samuel F. B. Morse.
Iach suceessive year developed through
the genius of Morse additional gems of
eleetrical science to the great benefit of
mankind. ‘ L

In each developmext he recognized
the finger of Divinity; and in his un-
ostentatious manner re-expressed the
sentiment of his first telegraph, ‘' What

*whath God wrought!”! . His name will

shine in letters of living light through-
oui all coming ages,

DANIEL H., WELLS, Mayor.

Honor is due to the wise and the
great. Professor Mor.e was both. My
affeetions follow him to the spirit
world.

BRIGHAM YOUNG,

Salt Lake City, April 16, 1872,

The committee relurned and through
Mr. Hempstead presented the foliowing
resolutions: |

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty
God, in his inscrutable wisdom, to ¢all
from earth Professor Bamuel F. B.
Morse, a man of brilliant intellect, full
of years and fall of honors; Therefore,
be it resolved,

First—That while we bow with hum-«
ble submission to the will of Him who
‘‘doth all things well,”” we eannot but
feel that the world has lost one of its
profoundest thinkers, and certainly
one of its greatest benefactors.

Second—That we regard no homage
too great; no sentiment too dear, no
language too elogquent, to honor genius.

Third—That we cordially unite with

the wvast multitudes, now assembled
everywhere throughout the land, to do
honor to him whose unrivalled genius
made the lightning the messenger of
man, and taught the nations “‘the
mystery of holding converse beneath
the sens.”

Fourth—That we recognize in the life

and labors of the ilins.rious deceased |

his fittest monument—one which has
its foundation in alllands, and which
shall live a8 long as time endures

Fifth—That we tender to the stricken
family aud friends of the deceased, our
heartfelt eympathies, aud point them
to their only real econsolation—the
assured hope of reunion and a blissful
imortality beyond the grave.

After the reading of the resolutions,
General BARNUM was called upon for a
speech, and he reeponded in behalf of
the comumittee as followes—.

MR. CHAIRMAN AND FRIENDS —

The air-is full of farewells to the dying
and mournings to the dead. When earth’s
greatest pass away, all hearts are stricken,
When a

on the field of battle, is strickem down,

———

With his fortune exhausted, but with
unbounded confidence that he had fast
hold of a mighty truth—a great science, a
lofty art to be developed, he applied to
friends for money, but without suceessfal
result, At last he resolved that he would

to that Awmerican people tbhrough their
representatives—the Congress of the United
States assembled at ashington. The
winter of 1837 8 saw Morse, then past the
prime of life, 4 petitioner for a few tbou-
sand dollars to enable him to lay—because
at one time it was thought that the wire
should be buried in the earth—a wire from
the city of Washington—the Capital of the
nation, to the city of Baltimere—a distance
of about forty miles, The proposition was

80 straoge and curious, 8o novel that it was
thought by a majority of the members of
that Congress to be but the idle fancy of an
addlebrained crazy man, like - those
many other discoverers and benefactors
of earth, '

Aller laboring in vain through two ses-
sioos of Congress, and pe«inning to give up
hope, feeling that in his native land he
could not obtain that aid, and hoping that,
in the language of Scripture, a prophet
might not be without honor save at his

ero, who has won achievements | own home and in his own {and, he crossed

the Atlantic in' a packet ship. He had

how many thousand hearts mourn his loss? | taken out letters pateat for his invention in

When a statesman diss, the whole state is
wrapped in mourning. When some great
commander, whom the people have locked

to 88 their leader, whose guerdon they have

followed, towards whose standard they
have turned their eyes—when he passes
away, all heads are bowed; but when a
man who has lived through all his life as a
public benefactor, who has done somethin

upon this earth, that sheds a benign an

sacred influenee thronghont all the boarders
thereof, not a State alone, not a nation
mourns, butearth’s myriad millions, To-
night this whole land is draped in the ha-
biliments of woe. One of America’s

America; and when he reached rngland
he applied for a patent at the patent office
of the Kusglish government, for this so-
called inventien, this simple coil of wire,
of which you see two in this little instrus
ment lying on the table, the invention of
Morse, made by himl in 1836, and still used
in all telegraphing; it has mnever been
changed, Around in this little spoolslike
form are myriad yards of wire—c¢oil upon
coil surrounding a magnet,. Heapplied to
the Kinglish government for a patent upon
that,and failed. IL was to them—to the
great commissioners and examiners of the

ritish patent cffice—such a simple ard

noblest born, one who has achieved some- | toyish thing that a patent was refused. He
thing that is higher than all wronght upon | applied to other governments ot Euarape,

battle fields, amid carnage and blood, has

but save only in Franes did he obtain

gone, and not America alone mourns his | what was called a simple brevet—a sort of

logs: from every continent, from every
isle, all hearts unite in one glorious re-
quiem to,the name of Sidney Finley Breeze
Morse.

It is well for us, when such a great pub-

lic benefactor has passed away, to recall
the incidents of his life, for from them we

may draw lessons that shall urge us on-
ward, each in his humbler pa

complimentary patent which amounted to
nothing, Struggling as did one of Ialy’s
noble born in foreign lands, but mot so
successfully; and had Morse been success-
ful in obtaining his patent from theEaglish
governmesnt, from the brow of the Genius
of American liberty would have been

th; for Morse | asone of the brightest

snatched the honor which she now bears
gems in her crown,

appeal to the greal American people, and |

of

has wan his glorious achievements amid | and the English government would have

| discoverer or an inventor of some great| Cathay on the east,

exprassing.

| to evolve some great truth, and develop i

long years of trial and toil and study, of| hadthe honor of bestowing aid upon Morse,
persevering energy, relying upon the fact | and the Moglish people would have had
that €od’'s truths will trinmph, that he | the honor of enabliog him to develop this
had welling up in his soul a greal and.| wonderful thing,
mighty truth—a discovery that was boand You reecollect how it was with one born
to 1edound 10 the interests and the beue-|in Genoa, when the eastern continent was
faction and good of the whole world. believed to be all there was of earth. The
. It is not often that one who has been & | Spanish main on the west and the furthest
were the boundaries of
achievement, which bas spread and dewveie | the known world, upon the other side of
oped until it has helped on the progress of | this terraqueous globe a whole continent
the world; it is not often, L. say, that he | was unknown, Christopher Columbus
lives gut the fully, and more tEm.n fally, | struggling, seeking, asking, beggiog in
| allotted timeof man, to see in his grey | vain from the rulers, the potentates and
Ea.imd yeoars a full fruition of the hopes | wealthy men of his own land to give him
to set sail in a few ships
_ . | : westward acress that ‘greal ocean, over
Born in New England four-score and one | which on the western sihores of Earope
years ago; bred to letters, to science, te art, | they could look towards the setting sun,
Morse, 1n early life, while yet in his college | He, like Morse, traveled to other
gars, while enjoying the teachingsand the and after long years of searching, pleading
nefits of the highest attainments of the | and begging he obtained the ears of one
professors of art and science, at Harvard | who listened intently to his story, and saw
and Yale, was filled with a divine afflatus | him spread out the map of the then known
which showed in the lightnings which | world and demonstrate that there was
God sent from heaven, a power that could | another continent upon the other side of
be tamed and cbained to man’s will, And | this great globe; and glory be to that per-
while in his early days he conceived that | sonage—a representative of God’s noblest
thonght, and developed that thought into |
ection, that throughout all nature was pers | to whom was given the honor -of aiding
meating & -mighty power that man could [ Columbus to work out his God-inspired
yet develop and bridle to his daily use; | project; and to-day, Spain bears upon her
a power which, 88 he saw it displayed in | escutcheon as one of the grandest of her
nature, was,to the untutored savage, one of | memorial mottoes, words which shall be
the most fearful and awe-inspiring forces | handed down through numberless ages to
of the universe. the glory and credit of that old nation,
As early as 1835 Morse bad invented and | though she may éramble and decay:
bad made rude machinery by which he was A “Castille & Leon" 2
enabled to transmit in one direcfion, along Neuvo Mundo dio Colon. ==
a wire, the effect of electricity. By his ex- . ;
periments he beeame satisfied that mag- To Castile and Leon, a new world gave
netism was akin to, if not the same great | Columbus,
power as, electricity, displayed in nature,
No longer ago than 1835, by the rude im-
plements he succeeded in transmitting, for
a few feet, this influence, or power, or | city of New York in 1838, 1t'i§ related that
something that could be felt. He had, here, | upon the deck of thatship, amid his fellown
the starting point, the nucleus, the radi- | passengers, with his drawings and his
ating centre which afterwards became the | instruments, he demonstrated: again the
study, the problem of his lifs, and which | power, the wonderful wvital energy, the
he has solved, Long years ;of toil, speut | marveilous force there was in this some-.
comparatively & [competency—a fortune | thing called electricity, in the development
left him by his ancestors exhausted; poor, | known as material magnetism; asserting
down almost to the lowest condition of | that it could be applied to the use of man
poverty; all the materisl aid that he could | for the transmission of mess along vast
borrow or beg from friends was gone; for | extents of country by simple wires. To
you know how it is with the scisutifi¢ dis- | those fellow-passengers, upon the deck of
coveries of the world. These things are | this packet ship it was a marvel, a mystery,
not evolved in a day, it sometimes takes | and few lent willing ears; almostall turned
a qu 'rter or half a century for the student, | away with theghought or ex pression: “It
the chemist, the philosopher or alchemist | is a pity thata man so nobly bern, so won-
| dertul in his endowments, 80 intelleetnally
bred, has gone crazy upon this thing.”
Again, upon the shores of his native land
| with naught left but undying energy and
persevering hope, money gone, friends

and toils and labors of his early liie, 1o |sufficient money
|' Morse this has begn granted.

Unsuecessful in Eﬁrnpﬂ._ the moral hero
whose obsequies we now commemorate,

into an accomplished fact. It was so with
Morse, What seems now, to the man who
sits by this table, and with the simple me-
chanical touch of the finger, sends a thriil,
a snmat.hin% which he nor any other man, | dropping away one by one, tired of his
nor Morse himself was able to fathom, to | asking them for aid, sick of meeting with
the furthest corner of the earth; it is so | his crazy babble, he wended his WAY again
simple and so easy that ail wondered whr to the capital of his country. A grayhaired
it was not dore before. It is so with al- | man he was at that time. It is wonderfal

art,
A

most all great ackievemen's in sclence and | that all this thing had been developed since

many men in this ball have passed the

lands, |

work —a perfect woman—Isabella of Spain, |

returned on the packet ship Seylla to the|

F

|in twentywsight years.

!

L

. to the man who

_—

meridian of life. An old man was strolling
around the lobbies of the Capitol at Wash-
ington, with a roll of paper under
one arm, and some curiouns, strange-look~
ing device under the other, seeking an
interview with this Senator and that Rep-
resentative, and many t1ying to shun him,
because he had become to them, no doubt,
a bore, and Washington is full of that class
of men, and it is very hard indéed to dis-
criminate, A small appropriation ' of
thirty thousand dollars was asked in theé
appropriation bill, and yet it doubtiess
geemed to many members of Congress like
throwing the money away. He obtained
from the commttee to whom the proposi-
tion was referred in the House of Repre-
sentatives, .a favorable report. He had
siretched around the walls of one of the
great halls in the capitol a wire that ran so
many times around the hall that it made a
half mile in length; upon a table he had
his instruments, and he brought Senator
after Senator and Representative after
Representative, by beseeching, and beg-
ging, into his little room away off to one
side, for he was thrust almost into a closet
—a small spare room only could be granted
him, and here by the simple touch of his
finger, as gentle as you might lay on a
sleeping babe without waking, he sent
instantaneously through that circling wire
a romething which produeed an etfect at
the other end of the wire which came to the
opposite end of the table. Seeing was
believing. The Senators and Representa-
tives could not dispute that here was a
power sent thrilling along this wire., Says
Morse, “If this ean be done one mile, why
not ten?’" Awnd if ten, why not a
bundred? = And if a hundred, why not a
thousand?”’ When the general appropria-,
tion bill was np,Morse's h&lgra hie appro-
priation clause was load own with
ridicalons amendments by members of
Congress, someé ot them now living and I
have no doubt they will be ashamed to
have it repeated in their ears, They thought
they could not prevent this appropriation
of thirty thousand dollars on a direct vote,
and they undertook to kill it by loading
it with ridieulous and opprobrious amend-
ments. I recollectthat one member of the
House ol Representatives proposed. as an
amendment an appropriation of fifty thou-
sand dollars to enable this man to run a.
braneh line to the moon, This member
believed no doubt that it was no
more ridicalous to run & braneh
wire to the moon than to run one
from Washington to Baltimore, and why
throw away thirty thousand dollars of the
people’s money on the fancy of a erazy
man’s brain? ' |

Morse, bent down with toil, wearied and
exhausted with labor, -his anxieties and
doubts redoubled, struggling between hope
and fear, had retired to his room. Whether
he slept or not I think we may entertain
grave doubts, It was the last night of the
Congress of- the spring of 1843. How brief
& time—only the year 1843! More than
two-thirds of the people in thi¥ room were
then grown to the stature of manhood or
womanhood, and were of a sufliciently
mature age to understand aud appreciate
thin_thin?; | i

In the last hours of the session, for Con-

ress closed at midnight on the 3rd of

arch, the appropriation billlpua , and
the thirty thousand was in. I'bank God.
Morse was apprised of it by seeing it in
the morning papers. Oh, was there not a
thrill of joy in that 0ld man’s heart then!
He went to work again—he had something
now to laber with—a wire was laid from
Washington city to Baltimore; but mo:
until 1844—twenty-eight years only,
did he succeed in completing the line from
Washington to Baltimore, Thare were
many anxious and doubtful hearts among
hisfriends. Was it possible that the thing
eould succeed? Might it not be a failure?
And would not Morse lapse into insignifi-
cant forgetfalness as a erazy man who had
swindled the American people eut of thirty
thousand dollars with his nonsense?

It was not a failure,as the world now
knows, and look at the wonderful results
Telegiaph wires
now stretching through almost every vil-
lage and hamlet in the land, from the
furthest point of Maine to the shores of
Los Angeles; from the Keys of Florida to
the piny woods of Washington; everywhere
these little wires are threadisg the land.
Telegraph lines in the United States alone
strelch over an extent of fifty thousand
miles in length; and as some lines have
three, some four, and some five or six
wires, the length of wiré now in use here
for telagmphic urposes amounts to over
two bundred thousand miles—enough to
encircle the globe half a score of times,

And here I am reminded that the great
ones of earth have often seemed to exhibit
a premonition of the wonderfal discoveries
in arl and science that came centuries after
them. There is a passage in the works of
one of the grandest writers in the English
language that is often pointed to as alinost
prophetic of the invention of Morse. It
occurs in a curious production called a
dream. It was undoubtedly not a dream
penned it. InShakespeare’s
beautiful play called the *‘“‘Midsammer
Night's Dream,’’ he makes hisfairy “Puack"
say among the fairies, when he is sent
upon an errand, “‘I'll pat a girdle round
about the earth in forty minutes,”” Morse
has put a girdle round about the earth in
forty secounds,

To Morse is given not alone the honor of
having invented and develo the tele-

graph wire upon land: to him also be-



