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Inla & number of peity Saxom kingdoma, often Wl war with each other, and
oftenoer at war with the marauding 4ans Fhe Scandlnavians lived Jn Im-
po\.tllhnﬂ, non-produotive countries Hetion thigy Wers L mde of millors
and made iheir way by tavaging richor, less warlika lands. At last, no long
er content with mere plunder, a lerge number of them esoived lo settio
permanently in England and o drive oul tba Saxons, oven as the Saxons had
driven oyt tha original British Mo, for years, the two rival nations warrad
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for supremacy. SHo great a9 the terrur Ineplisd by the mamulding Norse
invaders that (his clause was inserted 0 the chureh ARy, Fram ne fury
of the Northimuan good bord dells
Alfred was boin at Wantage, 845  His father's petly kingdom was known
B Wenp Baxony or Wessex |bast Saxony buing shinliarly shortened o Besax)
On the King's dorth Alfred's eldest Deother, kiloeired, came to Lthe throne.
Almost &t once the Dancs, who bad gradually conguered more and more
of England, Invaded Wessex, Allred w@s summoned home Lo bis bBrothe’s
ald. Togethar they fought many (tlea, with varylng suconds, agalnst the
Danas, the campalgn culinineting o 87l In & dectsive victory st Ashdown.
Though the Saxons won thia cuntlict. Ethelred was aluln on the feld and Al-
fred sucoweded him as king it & month lawor the 2i~year-old monarch
wits dofeated at Wilton, and signed a treaty of pouve w.lh the Lanish leader,
Guthrom, whereby, on puyrment of beavy wur lndemully, the Danes consented
to leave Wossex o peaco cod to retire to thor own stronghold of London
Though peave Wwas momenlanly restored, Alired found his Kingdom in
wiclohed oconditdon, Farmers and merchants had not Tor years been able Lo
Pply their trades. The country was chielly wilderness, devald of Indus-
try and seastming with robber bands Scarvely any ang could read or writs
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Povorty waas almost univorsal, Famine and posilience swepl unche: ked

through the stricken towna. But worst menave of all, pirates bharrigd the o o

whols coast, erushing commerce and Reepang e polatiais in mortsl tervor. ]E? ‘
Adlred, oul ol pHillwlly scalily nslerial ullt and mannsd & fleet, the ©(@mm@m©nm O M@md@ @Tmnm @bo n gt 1(('

firslt roal navy BEngland had ever owned., With this ke moet and sank o - 9 1

gotilla of sovan pirste galloys lm 876, This was the firmt of England's nayal K )

victories, The nation whose navy was laler the terror of the world sowes the

beginnings of her maritime greatness Lo King Alfred, But Guthrum (wok ad- q)z‘

vRnluge of Alfred's expedition aganinst the plrates o break Lhe Lreaty, ralse
Bn Aarmy secivily and march again on Wagnox He caughl Allred onpre-
pared, nnieted & terrible dofoutl on him, seatterod the Britlsh forces and torced
Alred to Dy far his life.

The beaten king hid in the marshes while his Danish foes svoursd the
eounlry In search of Bim. This bitter time marked tho lowest ebb of lila for-
tunos and tbhose of England, Ho was the oaly progressivo Jender n the
Jand, the ono remaining bulwiirk against the Incursions of Lhe heathen
Norsemmen., Natiopal iife, Christlanity, progress, patriotism-—in fact, Eag-
land’s whole future—cuntered aboul this one miserabie fugitive, Had he then
died or given up i Jdespalr the words “"England” and "Englishmen' would
bave long sgo been dropped from Lhe language in Allved’s bands lay his
etuniry’'s future, 0 suvo or Lo wreok.

Ha set to work at once, rallying his broken army. induving thosa who had
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fled to the continent to weturn, peivately reorganizing the Weasex sien for one THE @REATEST L@W pm@E SALE @F THE SEAS@NO e
lazi forlorn hope. Then, having ralsed what Lroops he could, he fall upon ",
the Danes, hia sudden attack throwing them Into confusien, He won a great f
victory, drove the encmy out of Wessex (later capturing London iteelf), and —_ — \\.

forced Guthrum (o agreoe W0 humilisting peace terms By these lorms the
Dunes were henceforth to be cooped up I & small corner of the island and
weore to accept Chriatlanity,

Now that his battered fatherland was at last really at pesce, Alfred at
onte boegan to lft it from the mire of bamabarism and helplessness. He -
proved the navy, enlisted the first regulnr army England had ever possesscd,
strengthened the natlonal defenses agninat any future Invasion, and made him-
pelf virtually sale rulsr of the land. Thia done, he cleared the forasla of the
robber bauds, anforved impartial justice, complied new and fair laws to re-
place the old era of corruption, and encouraged commerce But hia chief
energlos were directed toward uplifting the onuse of education. He encour-
mged famous scholars to come o his court from Paris and Rome, founusd
soats of learning throughout the kKingdom, and in & hundred other ways
revived the dead art of learning and paved the way for tha fulure greainess
that depands so much more on knowledge than on armed force, For 15 years he
ruled, more wisely and justly than aoy soverelgn who preceded him, and con-
sldering the material he had to work on—perhaps more beneficially than any
king who followed him. -

He found Epgiand a wilderness, besten to sarth by oppression, mis-
rule and ignorance, He Jeft I on his death ln 901, & country well started on
the road that was one day to lead to the higheat climax of national glory.
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