
Mmaymatajr lelibl weceTHE DESERET NEWS itaits
weware indebted to eldereider ororsonorbonson pratt

for aimpycopy of the followfollowing highly hiterinter
estingeating leeterletter tota governor Shaffcr audand
though we cannot endorse the writers
views in every particular we have
much pleasure in giving the letter pub-
licity evincing as it does far broader
unprejudiced and ideas of
the great question of patriarchal marri-
age than we usually meet withwithinin those
who diner with us in religious views

it iais but justice hohoweverwever to governor
shaffer to say that from the beat infor-
mation we havehive been able to obtain the
garbled statements contained in thatheth
telegram upon which the writer bases
his remarks do not contain the real sen-
timents of that gentleman with regard
totd the situation in this territory

A letter from win K Griffgriffinln of
equality illinois to gov shafferShaff of
utah

I1 saw a few days since a brief notice
of your arrival in utah and of your
publicly expressed intention of enforc-
ing the laws of the united states thereinriingiwhichw ch I1 suppose mensmeansme ns more especial-
ly the laws against polygamy though
an obscure citizen I1 am induced by
considerations of humanity to offer for
your serious bontemcontemplationplapiationtiou some criti-
cisms upon the present popular theory
of enforcing laws simply because they
ateore laws and also to offer some apology
for the venerable institution of polyg-
amy

it was not long ago said by a person
of no less eminence than the president
of the united statestatestf that the surest
way to get rid of a bad law Is to enforce
it thisthib may be true but it i often a
very cruel way the breaking up of
the polygamous families of utah may
afford fine amusement for executive
officers and for those by whom they
are employed but it will prove far
otherwise to the victims thetho wo-
men and infant children who shall be
deprived of their natural male protect-
ors and shall be cast adrift upon an uaun
sympathisingsympathizing world by your official
acts will seem to appeal to the human
ty of their persecutors as did the frogs
in the fable you do not consider that
though this may be sport to you it iais
death to us the story of their wrongs
will go down upon the pages of history
to be judged by a more liberal and en-
lightened age than this

the long continued toleration of free
speech and of a free press has been
highly favorable to the development of
conscience and reason but ithas greatly
weakened the authority of precedent
of ancient standards and rules of gov-
ernmentern ment free discussion has proved
unfavorable to conservatism by the
more progressive and enlightened rea
boners enacted laws are no longer re-
garded as legitimate objects of blind
veneration the corrupt source from
whence they spring precludes any such
claim upon our unqualified respect
laws are undoubtedly necessary but
they areaare a kind of necessary evil and
require to be enforced with caution and
discrimination

if laws were always enactedexacted by the
unanimous voice of the whole people
there would be some excuse for their
rigid enforcement but there is often
a numerous and still oftener a very in-
telligenttelligent minority whose voice in the
government iaIs entirely ignored are
not the conscientious convictions of
such minorities entitled to somesome respect
that a government which at every
step of its progress ruthlessly casts
overboard a grumbling minority can
1longiongong survive is a problem not yet satis-
factorilyfafactorily solved time and experience
hhayehaveayenye exposed grave defects lying at the
heart of our political system and the
wise and prudent magistrate will not
be too anxious to subject so imperfectlmperfect a
system to an unnecessarily severe testteat
it is19 indeed a hopeful omen that of
late years executive officers juriejuriesbeteseteetc
not assume the responsi-
bility of exercising a kind of discretion-
arya power they adhere less
leaslylily than of old to heathenish oaths
to demagogue begotten laws and allow
themselvesvIes instead to be governed some-
what by the higher faculties of reason
and conscience this increasing influx
euiceerice of thethel public concconeconscienceiencolenco has a ten-
dency to diminish to somesonie extent the
political evils complained of

it seems to ineme a self evident moral
axiom that a criminal law should never
be enforced simply because it isio the lawif it isii not obvious that some good will
result to individuals or0 to community
at larcargorgonkorgor somsomee evil be avertedaberteid then it
is certainly better that thelahthe law in thatthatparticular casecabecaie should remain a dead

letter than that itsit penpenalties sshould be
inflicted upon our peacefulpeace fuiful wellweil dledib
posed and useful fellow eltieitlcitizenszens

with a conscientious intelligent and
independent magistrate the righteous
ness of a criminal law will alays be a
subject of consideration he will look
upon enacted laws simply as instru-
ments for the enforcing of what he be-
lieves to be justice he will regard
such lawsJAWS not as his wamasters but as
his servants and he will enforce them
or not as justice seemsbeema to demand had
you been an executive officer in the
days of the salem witchcraft possess-
ing at the same time your 1 resent in-
telligencetelli gence would you have lent yourybur
aid in inflicting the murderous penal-
ties for that imaginary crime simply
bemuse you were bound by your oath
and by the law to do soaso and did it
ever occur to you that we may even at
this day have in our statute books
laws which to our descendants
years hehen cewill1 appappearear quite aaas absurd
ianoif nott quiteqU ite BOso cruelrue as does the witch-
craft law offourour purlpuripuritanan forefathers now
appear toustourto us

these teachings you will regard as
political heresy but they will impress
you0 I1 hope as being tempered with
hulhurhumanityrilrii ty and common sense they
are the unwritten laws of conscience
without whose humanizing influence
many of our rittenwiltento lawslawa would become
an unbearable oppression conscience
is an obstinate opponent when the
awakened conscience of the nation pro-
nounces against the law that law is ig-
nored at once and repealed at leisure
such was the fate of the fugitive slave
law and such I1 hope and predict will
be the fate of the not I1lessess inhuman an
ti polygamy law which you propose to
enforce

it is gradually becoming a political
maxim among the more advanced and
logical thinkers everywhere thadthat thothe
social and sexual arrangements volun-
tarily entered into between individual
men and women are not fit subjects for
legislative dictation within the last
few years there has been a marked ten-
dency in the public mind to favor a
more liberal and natural marriage sys-
tem and to look with comparative in-
difference upon the frequent violatviolationlonerionEr
of our stringent sexual laws laws
against fornication adultery and big-
amy are no doubt to be found among
the statutes of every state but itillsis
only occasionally and in extreme cases
that such laws are now enforced itisivisit is
only when it is obvious
just rights have been encroached upon
or when somebody has been damaged
by fraud by deception by contagion
that legal steps are taken to interfere
with sexual freedom and this indulg-
ent course has not been pursued by the
local authorities alone but bybythethe gen-
eral government aaas well the fact that
the mormonscormons have been suffered for thiethe
last twenty years to openly practice
polygamyff is a conspicuous illustration
I1of the generous policy which hasbag dur-
ing that period emanated from the high-
est wisdom of the nation had con-
gress been determined to crushcrushoutout
polygamy in utah it could have done
so long ago much more easily than at
present

As to the cormonsmormons their religious
and social concerns I1 know little ex-
cept what has come from the pens of
their enemies for rarely indeed have our
public journals been open to their de-
fense I1 do not propose to discuss the
merits of their religion of which poly-
gamy by them laIs claimed to be a part
in the eyes of an impartial governmentgovernmentgovernmeni
a mans convictions are equally sacred
whether he calls them religion or gives
them some other name it is sufficientclentelent
to say that to the minds of the cosmo-
politangolimangolitan the original story of joseph
smithmith and the gold bible is not more
incredible or absurd than is the story of
that other and more ancient joseph
who dreamed that an angel told himhina
that his intended wife was pregnant by
the holy ghost and upon which dream
our own so called religion was original-
ly based

but the question of polygamy in a
worldly sensebenseseneen sellsIs one that can no long-
er be evaded the mormonscormons are not the
only party interested in the olderelder
states there are hundreds of thousands
of marriageable women to whom mar-
riage under the system is
impossible there are no unmarried
men for them these patient sufferers

victims of a cruel un-
doubtedly have rights which we as
humane and honorable men are bound
to respect I1 do not mean the right to
vote but I1 mean the right to fulfilfulfill un-
harmed the highest destiny of their
existence the right to become mothers
without incurring public disgrace and
without subjecting theinthemselvesselves and their
male protectors to the penalties of en

ieTed laglai 1911Is ii abdine of
thesthea women
and highest aspirationsaspiration surebreare ignored by
our laws by our religion and byvy our
conservative opinions should embrace
the new religion of mormonism which
opens its doors to the belef of their phy i

wants and oneraoffers a sovereignbovegove reign pre-
ventativeventa tive against involuntary oldoid maldmaid
rsmtam andlind involuntary widowhood

be assured that the wisest and most
honorable way and prprobablybabiybably the sur-
est to prevent an overgrowth of poly-
gamous mormonism is to admit free
and fair competition tb make ample
legal provision for the marital wants of
our surplus women eveverywhererywhere if

a system
cub inage were legalized restraining or
punishing those only wlwh should be un-
able or unwilling to make due provis-
ion for the results of their sexual alli-
ances I1 have no doubt the general
welfare and happiness of both sexes
would be greatly prbromstedprom ted and that
the practice of foaticide lindand promiscu-
ous prostitution would beb vastly dimin-
ished there are no boult men enough
who are both able and willing to provide
for and husband all the marriageable
women and the law by interfering
with this natural and wholesome coal-
escence between the sexes indirectly
lends its aid to that foul monstrosity orof
our civilization professional prostitu-
tion and its necessary concomitant
the venereal contagion

in a communitycammi anity the most
frightful bugbear which presents itself
to the imagination at the first thought
of a plurality of wives ii female jeal-
ousy but it is questionablequestion ibieible after all
whether female jealousy which we fiufinnindfinda
so rankly developed under our single
system Is not more the result of educa-
tion than of instinct it is indeed
probable that this evil passion has bypy
the fostering care through successive
generations of law religion and public
opinion been nursed into a monstrous
morbid growth in countries where
polygamy has long been an established
fact it iais doubtful whether the man ofI1
several wives is so much annoyedinnoyed by
female jealousy as is hibhie christian anti-
pode with his single wife

there is really nothing in the nature
of ththings to justify the passion of jeal-
ousy in woman A mans natural love
for his offspringoffaoffid pring begets in him a desire
to recognize that offspring beyond sus-
picion this justifies him in watching
over his female compancompanionsfoLs and scrup-
ulously guarding their exclusive loyalty
to him but with woman no such leg-
itimate cause of jealousy exists As to
the maternity of her children she can-
not be in doubt shesho cannot be cheated
while she has many conceivable oppor-
tunitiestuni ties of defrauding the reputed fath-
er of her child with a counterfeit

he has no conceivable opoppor-
tunity

or
of defrauding her his fahrerfather-

hood depends upon indirect and circum-
stantialstantisilal evidence her motherhood
stands upon the incontestable evidence
of her own senses

polygamy it is evident has a natural
tendency to improve the race while it
is equally evident that monogamy has
no such tendency this is an advan-
tage worthy of the grave consideration
of the progressive philanthropist un-
derderaa free polygamous system superior
men would attract a greater numbernum nenber of
women than would be attracted by in-
ferior men and they would consequent-
lyly father a larger proportion of the
children thusthua causing a perpetual pro-
portional increase of superior children
the restricting of each maiaman to a single
wife places a wife within the reach of
the lowest specimen armaleof maiemale humanity
with the chance of propagating his like
to the same extent that is enjoyed by
the highhighestesteat specimen it is ft notorious
fact that there are men not a few who
either from natural defects or acquired
vices are quite unfit for husbands quite
incompetent as the guardians of fami-
lies yet by our present legal ze10
straints excellent women have often I1
as the only alternative to accept of such
with the sure prospect of a life of pover-
ty and of a progeny degraded and ig-
norant

were men and women leftion infix a meas-
ure free to act according to the dic-
tates of reason we should hayehave less of0
that morbid sensentimentalitytimen which is
born of sexual starvation nursed by
novel reading and doomed to find its
grave in the marriage bed woman
would no longer sell her birthright for
a mesa of pottage she would no longer
sacrifice the prospective welfare of her
children for the transientblent gratification
of her own selfish passions

it inaymay never become entirely practi-
cable but it is certainly desirable that
children should be begotten by the
bestbeat specimens of malemalet humanity and
be borne of the bestbeef female specimens

the natural tendency of a judicious
system C

proximate to human perfection in this
way the considerate polygamist
looking forward to the welfare ofbf his
offspring would encourage chichildd bear
ing with bismorenihis moresmore perfect wives and re
strain it somewhat in those less fortu-
nate

another advantage of polygamy
would be the more equitable distribu-
tion otof property because wealth apuwouldiidild
favor polygamy and polygamy would
increase the number of heirs and thus
would be avoided the individual inher-
itance of vast fortunes which is a uni-
versallyversally acknowledged desideradesideratumturn

I1 have said but little of what might
be said in apology for this time honored
institution but enough I1 hope to con-
vince the candid reader that it ought
not to be condemned without a patient
hearing let it be discussed as the
slave question was discussed and then
we shall see what will be the verdict of
the enlightened conscience of theth na-
tion truth is always safe in a fair and
open conflict

it has not been made to appear that
thetho mormonscormonsMormons in their polygamous
practices have encroached upon any
blodys just rights it has not been li

shown that their wives are less freerfreelfree
less kindly treated or that their chil-
dren are less amply provided for and
educated than are the wives and chil-
dren of their monogamio neighbors
where then is the justice or the neces-
sity of invading their peaceful firesides
ofviolating the sanctity of their family
circles to enforce a law in the makinmaking
of which they have had no voice

in conclusion then let menae suggest
that evenhandedeven hanaewhanded justice tempered
with humanity can be meted out to
these harmless polygamists so surely
and so well in no other way as simply
to let them alone it is this principle
of scrupulously minding ones own le-
gitimate business that lies at the foun-
dation off the peace and order of society
its importance iaIs second only to the
golden rule its violation breeds strife
anarchy and war it is a principle not
less binding upon the executive officer
of the government than upon the
privateprivate citizen that each private cit-
izendenken should mind his own business ia11
aa universally acknowledged duty ay
is certainly not less the duty of all those
who claim to be the conservatoryconservatorsconserva tors of
the public peace to interfere with the
privateprivate affairs of others so far only as
isa requisite for the preservation of the
harmony and welfare of the community
over which thir jurisdiction extends
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addressedaddres to sister mary D deaserjojnrojaolnoan

thebenthDeath ofnerher sisterslater ireItebeceabeeca beldnelaD eld-
rI1

redgeedge

oh why should we mourn for threadthe dead
I1

the dead no no they but sleep
sweet angels are guarding their bed

and these vigils they ever will keepkepp
till thothe trumpet that calls frfor the jjust

I1 the just that in jesus have died
shall arise from their bed in the dust

forever with christ to abide

the corruptible then will they leave
incorruption their portion will be

the mortal no longer shall cleave
immortality then makes them free 1

through the eye of our faith let us view
the gloYgloriouslouslons state of the blestel

this glorys for mome and for you
with our lovd ones in mansions of rest 4yes rest from the sweat of the brain
and rest from the sweat of the brow

and rest from the heartacheheart ache and pain
and rerest from the labors of now

not rest such as indolence brings
but such as intelligence owns

such as might and capacity flings
around glorious and beautiful homes

i then mourn not dear friend for the dead
in her grave let her peacefully rest

no more let your korrowsorrow be fed
1

she went by her fathers behest

she Is safe near his glorious throne
she basksbask nisbis heavenly eyeeyes

shall we mourn she is safe in her homehomet
and over her blessedness sigh SL

that shebashes closed her probation on earth Mwp
that trial and sorrow are oeroyer

then husband and father and sister re-
joice

that your lovd one will suffer no more
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