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it was announced atati theibe loga of the fore-
noon

te
meeting that I1 would address the con-

gregationgregation thisthia afternoon upon the subject
utof celestial rmarriage I1 do so with the
greatest pleasureloasure

in the arst place let us inquire whether
it is lawful and right according to the con-
stitutionution of our country to examine audand
practice this blibilbibiebiblele doctrine ouroar fathers
who framed the constitution of our coun-
try devised it soso as to ggivei ve frefreedomfredoraeora of re-
ligious of the almighty god so
that all people under our government

dhave the inalienable tightright a right
by virtue of the constitution to believe
in any bible principle which thethe almighty
has revealed in any age of the world to the
human family 111I do not think however
that ouroar forefathers tnin framing that instru-
ment intended to embrace all the religions
of the world I1 mean the idolatrous and
pagan religions0 thythey say nothingnothlarg about
those relirellreligionsons in the constitution but
they give ttheh 0 express privilege in that in-
strumentstrumentment to all people dwelling tinderander thistwigovernment and under thetho institutions of
our country to believe in all things which
the almighty has revealed to thetho hunihunahungathumalat
family there bisno nonnot amita
tion i BOso far as bible religion is concernedconcer nodnad
or any principal or form of relirellgicia boiley
ed to have emanated from the A ityatyyet they would not admit idolatrousdo DAnai
lions to come hereland practice their rerelreii
ligion because it is not included in thatho
billeitBibleitisleit is not taetaw religion of the Almighty i

those people worship idols the work of
their own hands thetthey have instituted riita

i and ceremonies pertaining to those idols
to the observance of which thay no doubt
suppose they areaxe worAworshippingLAppin g correctly and

yet some of them areeleyiiii of thetrio most
levelling wadsad barbarous character such
lorfor instance as the offering up of a widow
ontin a funeral pile aaas a burnt sacrifice inorder to follow her husband into the eter-
nal worlds that is no part of the tellwellreligionon
mentioned in the constitution ofour ennedncoun-
try it is no part ot the roilrollreligionrollionionlon of almightygod

but confining ourselves within thchallinallin
itsita of the constitution and comingcoining back tota
thelthe religion of the bible we hayehave the
lege to believe in the patriarchal iain theehg
mosaic or in the christian order otof things
for the god of the patriarchs and the bod
of moses Is also the ChristchristiansianslAns god

it Is true that many laws were given uniun ider the patriarchalor mosaic dupen
against certain crimes the penalties for
violating which religious bodiesbodie tindersUnder ouroutconstitution have not the rigby to inflictthe government has reserve eisLip in its own
hands the power so farfarasfaragas i affixing the
penalties of certain crimes is concerned

in ancient times there was a law strictstrictlylini

enforcing the observance of the sabbathSabbato
day and the manor woman who violated
that law was subjected to the punishment
of death ecclesiastical bodies have the
rightritt under our government and consti-
tutiontwite to observe tha sabbath day or to
disregard it but they have hot thetile right to
inflict corporealpunishment its non ob
servance

the subject proposed to be investigated
this afternoon is that of celestial barridgeMarridge
as believed in by the latter day SaIntsandsaud
which they claim is strictly a bible docidoe 1

trine and part of the revealed religion of thealmighty itisit is wellweli known by all the
latter day saints that wilwe have not derived
all our knowledge concerning god heaven i

angels this life and the lite to come entire-
ly from the books of thelthey bible yet we
believe that all of our religious principles I1

and notions are in accord lucotuco and are
sustained by therthe bibiebible
though we believe in new revelation andad
believe that god has revealed manyanyADY things
pertaining to our religion Wwe atsoalso bellevebelieve
that he has revealed noue thalthatu arearo incon i
sistena with the worshipworships otof
a sacred right guaranteed la sllall religious
denominations by the coastlasti othcountry

god created man mallandmalemaie and female nellieis the anthoAuthoauthorrotofour exisexistenceteneetence Ileite placed
us onion this creatioUi heile ordained laws to
govern us he gave to man whom he
created a helpmeet a be
one wita him borbe ajoyanda comfort tota
him andallo for another very great andriseand wise
purpurposee namenamelyy that the human species
mightnight be propagated on this creation that
the earth might teem with population ac-
cording to the decree ofor god before thotha
foundation of the world that the intelli-
gent spirits whom he had formed and cre-
ated before this world ivwas tolled into
existence might have their probation
might have an existence in fleshtieshfleshy bodies
anthison this planet and be governed by laws
emanating from their great creator in
the breast ofmale and female ilehe established
certain qualities and attributes that neverdever
will be bradicaeradicated namely love towards
each other gioveoveoye comes fromirom god the
love which man possesses for the opposite
sex came from goagod thetheacesameame god who
created the two sexes implanted in the
hearts ordf each loveioveoveovo towards the other

I1 what was the object ofplacing this passion
or the hearts of male and fe-
male it was in orderorden to carry out so marfar

as this world was concerned His I1great and
eternal purposes pertaining to the future
but he not only addid establish this principle
in the heartonheheartartofof man and woman butbat gave
divine laws totok regulate them lain relation to
this passion orora that they might be
limited and prescribed in the exercise ofit towards each other he thereforeordalbed the marriage institution the mar-riage that was instituted lain the first place
was between two lmimmortalmortal beingsbe ings hence itwas marriage for eternity in the very firstcase which we have recorded for an exam-ple marriage for eternity was the ordergod instituted on our globe as early as
the garden of eden as early as theday nhenwhenN hen our first parents were placed inthe garden to keep it and till it they astwo immortal beings were united in thebonds of the new and everlasting cove-
nant this was before man fell before theforbidden fruit waswai eaten and before the
readspenalty of death was pronounced uuponon the0heads of our first parents and all their pos-terity

os
hence when god gave to Aadamda his

wife eyeeve he gave her to him as an im-
mortal wife and there waswe no eeendnd cocontem-plated antem

of the I1 relreirelationatlonon theythe hoidholdheid to each
other aaas husband and wife

by and by after this marrit ge had takenplace they transgressed the law of god
and by reason of that transgression the
tittutpenaltynalty ofdeath came not only upon thembut also upon all their posterity deathin its operations tore asunder aaas it were
these two beings who had hitherto bennimbeen im
mortal andard if god had not before the
foundation of the world provided a plan ofredemption they would perhaps havohave beentomtorn asunder forever but imainainasmuch as aplan of redemption had been preprOprovidedTided bbywhich man could be rescued from the eftefiersierst

feets of the fall adaraadana and eve were rereii

stored to that condition of union in respectto immortality from which they had beenseparated forlonalorai a short season of time by
death the atonement reached after them
and brought forth their bodies from thathedust and restored them as husband and
wife to all the privileges that were pro-
nounced upon them before the fall

that was eternaleterna marriage that waswaa law-
ful marriage ordained by god that was
the divine institution which was revealed
and practiced in thathe early period of our
globe lowhow has it been since that day
mankind have strayed from that order ofol01

thingsthin or at least they have done so
ter timeselines we learbearhear nothing among thetha
religious societies of the world which pro-
fess to believe in the bible about this mar-
riage for eternity it is among the things
that are obsolete now all marriages are
consummated until death only they do not
believe lain that great pattern and prototype
established in the begbogbeginninglunin nencehence we
never hear of their officialf characters
whether or religions biting men

I1 and womenbonien in the capacity of husband andwife as immortal beings notherNotheyno therthey marryas mortal beings only and until death does
them part

what lais to become of them after death
what will take place among all those na-tions who have been marrying for cencenturiescenturiaturieprfodfor time only do both men and women
receivece ve a resurrection doio they come forthwitht I1aliailall the various affections attributeslandsandd paspassionsionslons that god gaveayeave them in the be-ginning b-euning does thethemmalemaiee come forth from
the gravograve with all the attributes ofa manpoes the female come forth from her grave

all the attributes of a woman icsoif so
whatiffbat is their fatura destiny igIs there noobject or purpurposeose in this new creation save
0too give them ildelifelife a state ofexistence or is
herethere a more important object in view inthe mind of god in thus creating themanew will that principle of love whichexists nawnow and which has existed from

thetha beginning exist after the resurrectionI1 mean this sexual love if that existedbefore the fall and if it has existed sincethen will it exist in the eternal worlds aftertilethe resurrection this is a
question totd be decided

feadread in the revelations of god thatthere are ariousvarious chaviesclavies of beingbeingss in tiletheeternal worlds there are some who arekongs priests and gods others that are an
feelsi and also are the orders
tardenominated celestial terrestrial and cele-stial cele-star god however according to the faith
of0 the latter day sainsaintsts has ordained thatthe highest order addand class of beibelbeingsngs thatshould in the eternal worlds should
exist in the capacity ofhusbands and wivesand that they alone should havehare the privi-
lege

I1

of propagatinggating their speciesspeeles intelli-gent immortal beings now it iais wise nno0doubt in the great creatorcroaton to thus limit thithissgreatreat and heavenly principle to those who
have arrived or come to the highest state ofexaltation excellency wisdom knowledgepower glory and faithfulness to dwell inhis presence that they by this means shall
bolbalbe prepared to bring up their spirit off-
spring inidinallallali pure and holy principles inthetha eternal worlds in order that they may
be happy consequently ilelie doesnot entrust this privilege of multiplyingspirits with the terrestrial or ortheltha lower ertlerorder of beings there nor withangels but why not because they havenot proved themselvesves worthy of thisthia greatprivilege we might reason of the eternalworlds as some of the enemies of polyga-my reason 0othisthis state of existence andsaysayi that there are just as many males as
females there some cele some terres-trial and some teles lal and why notdot haveall these paired off two by two becausegod administers ilishis gifts and his bless-ings to those who are most faithful giving
them more bountifully to the faithful and

taking swayaway
1

from the
1

thatt ailtailyt with
f

which they hadhadjbeen entrusted and which
they had not improveimproved d upon that is the or
der of god I1inn the eternal worlds andiand fAichfalch
an orderordel exists there it may in a degree ex
Istherethero

when theses andana daughters of the mosthigh gidcomeGod come forth in the morning of the
resurrection thisthia princprinoprincipepl of love will ex
astinin theirthear bosoms just as it exists herehero
only intensified according to the inereincreasedaedknowledge and understanding which theypossess hence they will be capacitatedcapaci to
enjoy the relationships of hustind and
wlwifewinefe of parents and children in a hundred
fold degree greater than theycouldouid in mortal-
ity we are not capable while surrounded
with the weaknesses of our flesh to enjoy
thesethe se eternal principles in the same degree
that will then exist shall these principles of
conjugal and parental love and affection be
thwarted in the eternal worlds shall theybe rooted out and overcome hono most de-cidedly not according to the religious no-
tions ofor the world these principles will not
exist after the resurrection but curreligion teaches the fallacy notions itis true that we read in ehg Newyew testament
that in the res they neither marrynor are given in marriage but araare as theangels in heaven these arette words ofour savior when ilehe was adiladdressingtessing him
self to a very wicked elassclass of people thesadducees a portion of the jewish nationwho rejected jesus and the counsel of godgo
against their own souls they had not atiat-
tained to the blessings and privileges i oftheir fathers but hadbad apostatized and desda
in speaking to them says that in the res-
urrectionur antheythey neither marry nor are given
in marriagemarr age but are as the angels orof god

I1 am talking todayto day to latter day
saints I1 am not reasoning with j

lievershavers if I1 werawere I1 should appeal morefullyrally to the old testament scriptures to
bring in arguments and testimonies toprove ththe divine authenticityauthentIcAy ofoi le
marriages perhaps I1 mayrasy touch upon
this for I1 a few moments forrocfortheforthatheohe benefit ofstrangers should there babe any idourin ourOUT
midst let me say then that gods people
under every dispensation since the creationof the world have generally been
mists it say this fortheforlor the benefit of stran-gers according to the good old book
called the bible when god saw proper to
call out abraham from all the heathen nadal
alonss anand made him a great man in theworldI1 hee saw proper also to make him a
polygamista I1 anda d approbate 1 him in takingunto himselfI1 selfseif moreore wives than one was itwrong in abraham to do this thing itif I1itwere when did god reprove hlhimtingfanorfor so ddo-
ing 0

When did he ever reproach jacob
forifor i doing the same thing who can findthe record in the lids of thether bible of god
reproving abraham as being a sinner andhaving committed a crime in taking to
himself two living wives no such thinthingis recorded hehelaswas just aaas much blessbiessblessedafter doing this thing as before and moromoreso for god promised blessings upon the
fusaeissue of by his second winewife thesame as that of the first wife providing hewas equally faithful this wasidaj a provisoin every case

when we come down to Jacob thehe lordpermitted him to tikelike four wrewives theyare BOso called in holy writ they are not
denominated prostitutes neitheruither are theycalled concubines but they are called wivesleeal wives and to show thattbat god approved
of the course of jacob in taking these wiveshe blessed them abundantly and hearken-
ed to the prayer of the second wife
same as to the first rachel was the sec-
ond wife of jacob and our great mother
for you know that many of the latter daysaints by revelation know themselves to bethe descendants of joseph and he was theson of Rachraeheitheelthe second wife of jacob godin a peculiar manner blessed the posterityof this second wife instead of condemn-ing theoldthe old patriarch he ordained thatjoseph the first bornhorn of this second wifeshould be considered the first born of altalfallailthe twelve tribes and into faisfats handhands was
given the double birthright according to
the laws of the ancients andyesand yet he wwasasthe offspringpring 0of plurality of the secondwife of jacob of course if reubenneuben whowas indeed the first born unto jacob hadconducted himself proproperlyerly he might have
retained the birthrightbirthright and the greater
inheritance but he lost that through histransgression and it was given to a

child who had the privilege of in-heritingheri ting the blessing to the utmost boundsof the everlasting hills the great continentofnorth and south america was conferred
i upon him another proof that god didnotdot disapprove ofa man having more wivesthan one Is to be found in the fact thatrachel after she had been a long timebarren pratedprayed to the lord to give herseed the lord hearkbearkhearkenedened to her cry andgranted her prayer and when she receivedseed from the lord by her polygarnicgamio husbusband she lord halhhalh heark-ened unto me and hath answered myprayer nowkow do you think the lordwould have done this ifhe had considered
polygamy a chimecrime would heke havebare heark-
ened to the prayer of this woman if jacob
had been living with her in adultery andhe certainly waswits doing so if the ideas orthisof thisgeneration are correct

again what says the lord in the days ofmoses under another dispensation we
have seenbeen that in the days of abrahamisaac and jacob he approved of polyga-my and blessed his servants who practisedpracticed
it and also their wives and children now
let us come down to the days of moses we
read that on a certain occasion the sister ofmoses birum and certain others in the

great congregation af israel got very
jealous what were they jealous aboutabout the ethiopian woman that imposes
had taken to wife in addition to the daugh-ter of jethro whom hohe had taken before inthe land of midian how dare the greatlawgiverlaw giver after hayinghaving committed accord-ing to the ideas of the present generationa great crime show his face on mount sinai when it was clothed with the glory ofthe god of israel but what did thetha lordL0rddo in the case of miriam torfor finding faultwith her brother moses instead ofsayingyoayou are right miriam be has committeda great crime and no matter how muchyou speak against him ilehe smote herwith a leprosy cheverytheth everyvery moment she beganto complain and she was considered un-clean for a certain number of days herethe lord manifested by the display of a
signal judgment that he disapproved ofany one speaking against hisis servants fortaking more wives than one because it may
not happen to suit their notion of thingsI1 make these remarks and wish to apply
them to fault finders against plural mar-
riages in ourout day are there any hiriamsin our congregation to6todayday any 0of those
who professing to belong to the israel of
the latter days sometomesometimestimes find fault withthe man of god standing at their head be-
cause hebe not only believes in but practices
this divine institution of the ancients ifthere be such in our midst I1 say remembermiriam the very next time you begin to
talk with your neighboring
body else aagainstdinst this holy principle re-
member thetile awful curse and judgmentthat fell on thetha sister of moses when shedid the same thing and then fear andtremble before god lest he in his wrathmay swear teat you shallshailshalliotnot enjoy the bles-sings ordained for those who inherit thehighest degree of glory
let us pass aionalonalong to another instancelustanceuce un-deranderberthethe dispensation of moses the lordsays on a certain occasion ifa man havemarried two wives and he should happento hate one and love thotha other Is he to benopunished out and stoned to death asan adulterer no instead of thothe lord de-nouncingnouncing him as an adu because ofhavinghagn two wives hogajhe ga t eae a commandmentrregulatingating the matter s that this principle

of habeinhate in the mind orlort e maneman towards one
of his wives should no control him in theimportant question 001 I1 neno division of his in-heritance among his children compellinghim to give just as much to the sorson of etethehatedbated wife as to the son of the one belovedbeloyedbelovbeloy ed
and if the son of the hated woman happen-
ed to be the first born he should actuallyinherit the double portion

consequently the lurd approved notonly the two wives but their posterity alsonow if the women had not been consider-ed wives by the lord their children would
have been bastards and you know that hehas said that bastards shall not enter intothe congregation of the lord until the tenthgeneration hence you see there is a great
distinction between those whom the lordllordcalls legitimate or legal and those whowere bastards begotten in I1 adultery andwhoredom the latter with their posteri-ty were shut out of the congregation of thelord until the tenth generation while theformer were exalted to all the privileges oflegitimate birthright

again under that same law and disdispen-
sation ehsatioiloli we find that the lord providedprovidedprovideT foranother contcontingencycontingentingene among the hosts ofisrael in orderc thatat the inheritances ofthe families of israel might not run into thehands of strangers the lord in the bookotof deuteronomy gives a command that ifaman die leaving a wife but no issue hisbrother shall marry his widow and takepossession ofodthethe inheritance and to pre-
vent this inheritance going out indofif the fam-ily a strict command waswa given that thewidow should marry the brother or nearestliving kinsman of her deceased husbandthe law was in fullfall force at the time of theintroduction of christianity a greatgroat manycenturies after it was given the reasoningof the sadduceeSadduces on one occasion when con

with jesus proves that thetha lawlair iwasewasthen observed said they therethero wereseven brethren who all took appertaina ertain wo
nian leach one taking her inn sucBucsuccessioncessionafter thetho death bfif the other 11

andandano they in-quired of jesus which of the seven wouldhave her fortor a wife in the resurrection ithethesadducees no doubt used this figure toprove as they thought the fallacy of thedoctrine of the resurrection but it alsoproves that this law given by the creatorgreater
while israel walked acceptably before hirnhiruwaswaa aeacknowledged by their wicked de-scendantsants in the days of the savior I1merely quotequota the passage to show that thelaw was not considered obsolete at thattime A eashCASH like this when hixi of thebrethren hadbad died leaving the widowwithout issue the seventh whether mar-ried or unmarried this law ande the widow to wifewire or lay himself liableto a very penalty what waswaa thatpenalty according to the testimony ofthe law of moses he would be cursed formoses says cursed be hebe that doth not allaltthings according as it laIs written in this bookof the lawand latall the people say amenthere can be no doubt that many men inthose days were compelled to beests in the of this law for anyman who would not take the childless wifeof a deceased brother and marry herber wouldcome under the tremendous curse recordedin the book of deuteronomy and all thepeople would be obliged to sanction thecurse because he would not obey the lawof god and become a polygamist they werenot all congressmen in those days norpresidents nor presbyteriansrians nor method


